
Survey Belarus (ENGLISH version)

Belarus Protest Participant Survey
We are conducting a survey of Belarusian participants (aged 18 years and older) residing in
Belarus or abroad, who have participated/ are participating in the ongoing protests that began
following the Presidential Elections of August 9, 2020.

The survey seeks to understand what Belarusian people think about their life, politics, and other
important challenges facing Belarus. Specifically, we are interested to hear about why you decided
to protest, and better understand your experiences of protest - be it at home in Belarus or abroad.  

We are a research team part of the MOBILISE project. This project is funded by national science
foundations under the Open Research Area Funding Scheme
(www.mobiliseproject.com/information-about-the-mobilise-project-for-protest-surveys). 

Your answers will remain fully anonymous and confidential. The data is collected and stored fully
in accordance with EU GDPR and German law. We do not collect any personally identifiable
information.

Reports on the study will only mention general patterns, not individual responses. Participation in
the study is completely voluntary. Participation takes about fifteen minutes. We are very interested
to your frank answers. If you do not want to answer a question, you can move on to the next one.
You are free to stop your participation at any time. 

Our team worked quickly to translate this survey into Belarusian. We apologize if there are any
errors - please do let us know!  Thank you for your help and cooperation.

ДЛЯ БЕЛАРУСКАЙ МОВЫ КАЛІ ЛАСКАЙ ТУТ

ДЛЯ РУССКОГО ЯЗЫКА НАЖМИТЕ ЗДЕСЬ

TO CONDUCT THE SURVEY IN ENGLISH PRESS "OK" AND "NEXT"

* 1. By checking this box, you acknowledge that you are over the age of 18 and that you consent to taking
part in this survey, the anonymous data from which will be used in scholarly analyses and publications.

I give my consent to participate in this survey. Please take me to the first question

I do NOT give my consent to participate in this survey
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https://ru.surveymonkey.com/r/MOBILISE_RUSS_SURV_CHANGE_LANG_BLR


Survey Belarus (ENGLISH version)

First, please tell us a bit about yourself

* 2. In what year were you born?

2



Survey Belarus (ENGLISH version)

* 3. Are you?

Male

Female

Hard to say

Refuse to answer

Please list the country. I am a citizen of...

4. Are you a citizen of Belarus?

Yes, I am Belarusian

No, I am a citizen of...

Hard to say

Refuse to answer

* 5. Are you currently in Belarus?

Yes

No

Refuse to answer
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* 6. Are you currently outside of Belarus?

Yes

No

Refuse to answer
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Other (please specify)

7. If you are outside of Belarus, in which country are you currently based?
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Let's get started. Could you please tell us about your protest participation

* 8. Have you participated in any of the ongoing protests in Belarus (or abroad if you are based outside of
Belarus) that began following the Presidential Elections of August 9, 2020?

Yes, in person only

Yes, online only

Yes, both in person and online only

No

Refuse to Answer
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* 9. Were these protests:

Against Lukashenka and against the official August 9, 2020 Election Results

In support of Lukashenka and his government

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Date / Time

Date

DD/MM/YYYY  

* 10. On which day did you first join the protest?

* 11. What best describes this first protest action, was it:

[PLEASE TICK ALL THAT APPLY]

A march through the streets

A stationary demonstration in a square

A stationary Human Chain

A stationary street blockade

An encampment/occupation

A Strike/walk out at work

Hard to Say

Refuse to answer

Other (please specify)

* 12. Have you participated in any related protest event virtually / online?

Yes

No

Hard to Say

Refuse to answer
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* 13. What best describes this online protest action, did you:

[PLEASE TICK ALL THAT APPLY]

Use a hashtag

Repost a sign, image or video

Participate in online discussion

Follow a protest video live stream

Hard to say

Refuse to answer

Other (please specify)
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* 14. Did you participate in protest events more than once?

Yes

No

Refuse to Answer
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* 15. On which days did you take part in the protest?

Sunday 9 August

Friday 14 August

Saturday 15 August

Sunday 16 August

Friday 21 August

Saturday 22 August

Sunday 23 August

Friday 28 August

Saturday 29 August

Sunday 30 August

Friday 4 September

Saturday 5 September

Sunday 6 September

Friday 11 September

Saturday 12 September

Sunday 13 September

Friday 18 September

Saturday 19 September

Sunday 20 September

Friday 25 September

Saturday 26 September

Sunday 27 September

Friday 2 October

Saturday 3 October

Sunday 4 October

Friday 9 October

Saturday 10 October

Sunday 11 October

Friday 16 October

Saturday 17 October

Sunday 18 October

Friday 23 October

Saturday 24 October

Sunday 25 October

Friday 30 October

Saturday 31 October

Sunday 1 November

Friday 6 November

Saturday 7 November

Sunday 8 November

Friday 13 November

Saturday 14 November

Sunday 15 November

Friday 20 November

Saturday 21 November

Sunday 22 November

Friday 27 November

Saturday 28 November

Sunday 29 November

Friday 4 December

Saturday 5 December

Sunday 6 December

Friday 11 December

Saturday 12 December

Sunday 13 December

Friday 18 December

Saturday 19 December

Sunday 20 December

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

10



Survey Belarus (ENGLISH version)

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

9 August

10 August

11 August

12 August

13 August

14 August

15 August

16 August

17 August

18 August

19 August

20 August

21 August

22 August

23 August

24 August

25 August

26 August

27 August

28 August

29 August

30 August

31 August

1 September

2 September

3 September

4 September

5 September

16. On which days did you take part in the protest?
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6 September

7 September

8 September

9 September

10 September

11 September

12 September

13 September

14 September

15 September

16 September

17 September

18 September

19 September

20 September

21 September

22 September

23 September

24 September

25 September

26 September

27 September

28 September

29 September

30 September

1 October

2 October

3 October

4 October

5 October

6 October

7 October

8 October

9 October

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer
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10 October

11 October

12 October

13 October

14 October

15 October

16 October

17 October

18 October

19 October

20 October

21 October

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Date / Time

Date

DD/MM/YYYY  

* 17. What is the most recent date that you joined the protest?

* 18. Please think of the different protest events you joined, and tell us what best describes them: 

[PLEASE TICK ALL THAT APPLY]

A march through the streets

A stationary demonstration in a square

A stationary Human Chain

A stationary street blockade

An encampment/occupation

A Strike/walk out at work

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)
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 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Offline news source:
Radio / television /
newspaper

Online news source:
Facebook / Twitter /
Telegram/ other social
media

My friend / family
member called me/send
an SMS

My friend/family
member wrote me an e-
mail

My neighbour/work
colleague called
me/send an SMS

My neighbour/work
colleague wrote me an
e-mail

I received a
Facebook/Social Media
invitation from a Civil
Society Organization

I received an email from
a Civil Society
Organization

I received a
Facebook/Social Media
invite from a political
party.

I received an email from
a political party.

I received
Facebook/Social Media
invite from a student
organization

I received an email from
a student organization

* 19. How did you find out where and when to go to participate in the protest?
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Because the internet
was down I couldn’t rely
on any of online
sources so I relied on
word of mouth and
conversations with
people

I saw people protesting

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)

* 20. What is the name of the news source (online or offline) that in your view is most important for receiving
information about the protests?

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

The name of the news source is:

* 21. What is the name of the news source (online or offline) that in your view cannot be trusted for
receiving information about the protests?

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

The name of the news source is:

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

I believe the election
result with Lukashenka
winning 80% of votes
cast was fraudulent,
and this motivated me
to join the protest

The government’s mass
arrest and
imprisonment of other
protesters motivated me
to join the protest

I have personally been
repressed by the
regime, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

22. There are many reasons why someone might join the current Belarusian protests, did any of the
following reasons motivate you to join the Belarusian protests?

15



My family member has
been
repressed/arrested by
the regime, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

My friend has been
repressed/arrested by
the regime, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

Lukashenka said only
the unemployed, drug
addicts and the like are
protesting, and I wanted
to show that employed
hardworking normal
citizens are protesting
too

Lukashenka said that
women should not be in
politics, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

Lukashenka has been
in power too long, and
this motivated me to
join the protest

Lukashenka has not
adequately dealt with
the COVID pandemic in
Belarus, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

I saw people protesting,
and this motivated me
to join the protest

I want to defend
democracy in Belarus,
and this motivated me
to join the protest

I want to defend political
rights, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

I want to defend Belarus

I want to secure a better
economic future, and
this motivated me to
join the protest

My friends were going,
and this motivated me
to join the protest

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer
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My family members
were going, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

My work colleagues
were going, and this
motivated me to join the
protest

It looked like fun, and
this motivated me to
join the protest

I received money to join

Other

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

If other, please specify

 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Alone

With your family

With friends

With neighbours

With colleagues from
work or fellow students

With members of an
organization of which
you are a member?

Other

If other, please specify

* 23. The first time you joined the protests, who did you come with to the demonstration?
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Yes No

This is not the
protest slogan Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Long live Belarus!

Leave / Resign!

Freedom!

Tribunal!

Stop fascism!

Down with Lukashenka!

Lukashenka to the
paddy wagon!

Other: (If you think there is another main slogan, please tell us what it is)

* 24. Do you agree with the following slogans?

* 25. What is the name of these protests?

The Belarusian Revolution

The Slipper Revolution

The Anti-Cockroach Revolution

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)
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* 26. What outcome would you like to see in Belarus as a result of these recent protests? 

[PLEASE CHOOSE THE ONE OPTION THAT BEST DESCRIBES WHAT YOU WANT TO SEE]

Above all, I want for Lukashenka to step down no matter what

I want to see new free and fair elections, and whoever wins wins

Beyond elections, I want to see the development of political parties who represent my interests

I want to see more change than just new elections and a new leader, I want to see changes that will result in a fully
democratic Belarus

All politicians and elites can’t be trusted, and so above all, I want to see an end to elite corruption

Politics is not enough, I want to see an improvement of living standards; poverty and inequality are the real problem in
Belarus

I care most about the direction Belarus takes on the international level, and I want to see closer relations with the European
Union (EU)

I care most about the direction Belarus takes on the international level, and I want to see good relations with Russia

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)
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Now we have a few questions about the media you use

* 27. What is your main source of information about political events? Please select ONE main source.

Television

Radio

Newspapers (offline)

Newspapers (online)

Social media

Other websites

Family and friends

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)

* 28. What is the name of the news source (online or offline) that is your main source of information about
political events?

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

The name of the news source is:
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Daily

Several times
a week Once a week

Less than
once a week Never Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

Facebook

Twitter

WhatsApp

Skype

Viber

Telegram

Instagram

YouTube

Other

If other, please specify:

* 29. How frequently do you use the following social media sites?
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We would now like to ask s you some questions about your interest in politics

* 30. Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that one can never be too
careful in dealing with people? Please tell me on a score of 0 to 10, where 0 means you can't be too
careful and 10 means that most people can be trusted.

* 31. Normally, how interested would you say you are in politics – are you…

Very interested

Quite interested

Hardly interested

Not at all interested

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 32. Generally speaking, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the actions of the current Government?

Completely dissatisfied

Rather dissatisfied

Satisfied with some things and not with other things

Rather satisfied

Completely satisfied

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 33. With which of the following statements do you agree most? Please select only the most applicable
option.

Democracy is preferable to any other kind of government

Under some circumstances, an authoritarian government can be preferable to a democratic one

For people like me, it doesn’t matter whether we have a democratic or non-democratic regime

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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Member Supporter

Neither supporter
nor member Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Church or religious
organization

Trade union or
professional association

Women’s organization

Sport or cultural
organization

Environmental
organization

Lesbian or gay rights
organization

Community or
neighborhood
association

Charity or humanitarian
organization

Human or civil rights
organization

Conflict related
volunteer organization

Self-help organziations
working to help deal
with COVID-19

Other (please specify)

* 34. Can you please tell me, if you have been involved in any of the following types of organizations in the
past 12 months before these presidential elections, please indicate whether you were an member, a
supporter, or neither.

* 35. Did you vote in the Presidential elections on Sunday August 9, 2020?

Yes

No

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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* 36. Which candidate did you vote for?
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* 37. Some people believe that by taking part in protests, they can influence the situation in the country.
Others believe that protesting will not change anything. Using the scale on the card, where 1 means that
protests do not influence the situation in the country, and 5 means that protests influence the situation in
the country, please say what you think?

1: Do not influence

2

3

4

5: Do influence

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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 Yes No Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

…contacted a politician,
government or local
government official?

…worked in a political
party or action group?

…worked in another
non-governmental
organisation or
association

…worn or displayed a
campaign
badge/sticker?

…signed a petition?

…taken part in a public
demonstration on local
problems?

…taken part in a public
demonstration on
national problems?

…taken part in a
professional/labour
strike

…taken part in a
student strike

…taken part in a
campaign rally /
demonstration in
support of a political
party

…boycotted certain
products?

…posted or shared
anything about politics
online, for example on
blogs, via email or on
social media such as
Facebook or Twitter?

Other (please specify)

* 38. There are different ways of trying to improve things in Belarus or help prevent things from going
wrong. During the last 12 months before the presidential elections, have you done any of the following?
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 Never Once More than once Hard to Say Refuse to Answer

Post-election protests in
2006 ("Jeans
Revolution")

Post-election protests in
2010

Post-election protests in
2015

The “Parasite Tax”
Protests in 2017

Other

If other, please specify

* 39. Let us think back to past large protests in Belarus, did you participate in any of the following
demonstrations?
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We would now like to ask you some questions about migration

* 40. Sorry to ask you again, but are you currently in Belarus or are you currently abroad?

I am in Belarus

I am abroad

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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* 41. When you were living in Belarus did you ever refrain from political activities because you faced
potential threats?

Never

Rarely

Sometimes

Often 

All the time

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

 
Very Unlikely Unlikely Likely Very likely Hard to Say

Refuse to
Answer

Being arrested or
detained

Being hurt by security
forces

Getting problems on the
job or at university

Getting problems for
close family members

Being recorded and
harm their life in the
future

Being forced to flee the
country

* 42. How likely do you think it is, that people who are politically active in Belarus will face the following
threats?

Country 1

Country 2

Country 3

Country 4

* 43. In which other country or countries have you lived?
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44. In which region/oblast did you live before you left ?

Minsk City

Minsk Region

Brest

Gomel

Grodno

Mogilev

Vitebsk

Hard to Say 

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)

45. What would you say is the main reason you left Belarus?

Economic reasons

Political reasons

Economic and political reasons were equally important

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other (please specify)

46. Do you discuss Belarusian politics with your family/friends in your country of origin?

At least once a week

At least once a month

At least once a year

Less than once a year

Never

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

47. Do you send financial support (remittances) to family or friends living in Belarus

Yes, monthly

Yes, a few times a year

Yes, once a year

Yes, less than once a year

No, never

Hard to Say

Refuse to answer
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Questions about migration (2)

* 48. Ideally, if you had the opportunity, would you like to go abroad to live or work some time during the
next 2 years, or would you prefer to stay in Belarus?

Go abroad

Stay in Belarus

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

If yes, where:

* 49. Have you ever lived or worked abroad? If yes where?

Yes

No

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

If yes, where:

* 50. Do you have friends or family who live or abroad?

Yes

No

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 51. How often are you in touch with them (e.g. by call, WhatsApp, email, Facebook)

At least once a week

A least one a month

A least once a year

Less than once a year

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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* 52. Does your family receive (remittances) financial support from someone living abroad?

Yes, monthly

Yes, a few times a year

Yes, once a year

We do not receive anything

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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53. Taking into account the current standoff between Lukashenko and opposition supporters represented
by the Coordination Council, what do you think is the MOST likely outcome. Please choose only one
answer.

There will be no negotiations between Lukashenka and the Coordination Council and nothing will change.

Although Lukashenko is not going to budge on his own, the Coordination Council will engage in negotiations on
Lukashenka's terms to change the current situation.

The EU will threaten Lukashenka with more sanctions and this will force him to engage in negotiations with the Coordination
Council.

Vladimir Putin will likely force Lukashenka to engage in negotiations with the Coordination Council.

Vladimir Putin will likely provide support/backing to Lukashenka and thus, he will not need to engage in negotiations with the
Coordination Council.

The current standoff is not sustainable not matter what happens and who else is involved, and so, Lukashenka will be
forced to engage in negotiations with the Coordination Council.

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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Now let's turn to a few questions about the Covid-19 pandemic

 
Very well On balance well

On balance not
well Very badly Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

President Lukashenka

The head of your
city/village/OTG

* 54. Please tell me, how well have the following handled the COVID crisis so far?

 
Always should

In most
circumstances

should

Only in a few
special

circumstances
Not necessary

at all Hard to say
Refuse to
answer

Wear a face mask when
in public places

Stay at home except for
groceries, medicine,
and dog walking

Avoid shaking hands
with or kissing close
friends or family who do
not live with you

* 55. Here is a list of personal measures that people might take in response to the COVID-19 virus.
Please say whether you think people should always do them, should do them in most circumstances,
should only on a few occasions do them, or whether they are not necessary at all.

* 56. How afraid are you that you will contract the COVID-19 virus? Are you:

Very afraid

Somewhat afraid

Not afraid much at all

Completely unafraid

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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* 57. Have you contracted/been ill with the COVID-19 virus?

Yes

No

Not sure - I was sick but had no test

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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Now we have a few more questions about your views on specific issues

58. To what extent do you think that there is corruption within the state agencies in your country?

To a large extent

To a medium extent

To a small extent

Not at all

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

 
Completely

agree
Somewhat

agree
Somewhat
disagree

Completely
disagree Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

The main problem in
Belarus is poverty and
economic crisis

The main problem in
Belarus is corruption

Belarus should join the
European Union

Belarus should join
Russia

The biggest threat to
Belarus in Russia

Economically, I have
lost a great deal as a
result of closing down
the economy due to the
COVID-19 pandemic

The main driver of
protest in Belarus now
is self-organization

59. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements:
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Fully agree Agree

Neither agree
nor disagree Disagree

Fully
disagree Hard to Say

Refuse to
Answer

In a family, the husband
should always make the
important decisions

Marriage should be only
between a man and a
woman

Women’s participation
has been central to
keeping the current
protests going for so
long

Thanks to the en masse
participation of Women,
the current protests in
Belarus have remained
peaceful

The current political
standoff in Belarus is
not sustainable,
Lukashenko will have to
engage in negotiations
with the Coordination
Council

Abortion should be legal
for all Belarusian
women

* 60. Please indicate, whether you agree or disagree with the following statements
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Finally, we have a few more questions about you

* 61. What is your level of education?

No formal education

Primary education

Some high school/secondary education

High school/secondary school

Professional tertiary education

Incomplete higher or tertiary or university education

Higher or tertiary or university education

PhD

Hard to say

Refuse to answer

* 62. Tell me, to what denomination/church do you belong to ...

Orthodox Church

Roman Catholic Church

Protestant Christian churches

Atheist

I do not belong to one denomination

Hard to say

Refuse to answer

Other (please specify)
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* 63. Which of the following statements best describes the financial situation of your family?

We do not have enough money even for food

We have enough money, but only for the most necessary things

We have enough money for daily expenses, but to even buy clothes is difficult

Usually, we have enough money, but to buy expensive things, such as, for example, a refrigerator, a TV and a washing
machine, it takes a longer time, we have to borrow or get credit

We can afford expensive purchases without too much difficulty, but buying a car is still beyond our means

We can buy a car without much effort, but buying a home is still difficult

At the present time we can afford anything we want

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

 
Has

significantly
improved

Has improved
somewhat

Remains
unchanged

Has
deteriorated
somewhat

Is much
worse Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

The economy of
Belarus

Your family's financial
situation

* 64. Do you think that over the last twelve months . . . ?

* 65. In general, have you gained/won or lost as a result of the economic changes that have taken place
since the independence of Belarus in 1991?

Gained/Won

Mostly gained/won

Mostly lost

Lost

Something was gained/won, something was lost

It's hard to compare, I was too young then

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 66. What city are you normally a resident of?

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

City (please name)
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If different to city of residence, please specify

* 67. What city are you currently in?

Same as city of residence.

Different to city of residence

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

 
Fully

For the most
part Half

In part, but
less than half Not at all Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

Belarusians

Russians

Poles

Ukrainians

Other (please specify
below)

If other, please specify:

* 68. Some people belong to only one nationality, others consider themselves as belonging to several
nationalities. Please tell me, at least approximately, to what extent do you feel you belong to the following
groups?

* 69. If you had to register only one nationality, which would you choose?

Belarusian

Russian

Polish

Ukrainian

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

Other nationality (please specify)
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Belarusian Russian Other

Belarusian and
Russian equally Hard to say

Refuse to
answer

Which language do you
typically speak in your
private life? If you
speak several please,
tell me, which one you
consider the main one.

Which language do you
typically speak at work?

What language do you
consider your native
language?

* 70. Now let us talk a little bit about language. Please tell me…

* 71. Do you have children?

Yes

No

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 72. Are you?

Single

Couple/unmarried

Couple/married

Divorced

Widowed

Other

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer

* 73. How did you find this survey?

It appeared on my social media feed on Facebook

It appeared on my social media feed on Instagram

It appeared on my social media feed on Twitter

It appeared on my social media feed on Telegram

It appeared on my social media feed on another social media site

My friend/family member shared the link with me

My colleague shared the link with me

Hard to Say

Refuse to Answer
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

If you think that there is any friend, family member, or colleague that may want to fill out this survey, please share this link with them
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MOBILISE_ENG_SURV_CHANGE_LANG_ENG

If you want us to send you a report of our findings please send an e-mail to mobiliseproject@icloud.com with "PLEASE SEND ME A
REPORT ON THE BELARUS SURVEY I PARTICIPATED IN WHEN READY" in the subject line.
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