[bookmark: _Hlk129535359]Participatory Photo review session in Arror community 26 November 2021

Introduction
Six photographers from the Arror community of Maregut, Baringo county, Kenya, had been trained on participatory photography on the 24th November 2021, and spend the time between evening on the 24th Nov and morning on 26th Nov taking photographs that reflected what they wanted to say about their culture in relation to milk. Each participants chose at least one photograph they wanted to explain in the focus group. In this focus group, the photographers returned, but some brought with them additional respondents. These included the subjects of the photographs in some cases, and the chief and secretary of the community, as well as some other interested community members. The research team present in the FGD included the lead facilitator, the one transcribing this document, the community level facilitator, a notetaker, and 3 other members.
Each photographer identified their chosen favourite photograph. They began by explaining why they took it. One lead facilitator led the questioning, which was not structured but flowed from the photographer’s explanation. Other members of the research team had the opportunity to ask questions. Each photographer was asked to state a caption for their photograph after the discussion.
The FGD was recoded in an MP3 file and that file was manually transcribed using F4 software into this English language transcript. 
The language arrangements for each discussion are described before each photograph.

Transcript

In this transcript, the notes of the transcriber, who was present in the focus group, are indicated in [square brackets]. Unclear text indicated with ?????????
The lead facilitator, a researcher, is indicated with ‘e’. The secretary is indicated with ‘s’. the photographers are introduced in the relevant section and some speak in subsequent sections, for example ‘g’.

Picture 1 – filename DSC01098
In this section the lead facilitator, who is one of the research team (labelled e) asks the photographer, who is also the community level facilitator (labelled g) questions in English and (g) asks the lady pictured in the photo questions in the Arror mother tongue and translates the responses into English. 

[image: A person sitting in a chairDescription automatically generated with medium confidence]


PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION: Our cultural heritage be preserved for future generations and be the skill of Mursik processing be commercialised to raise the livelihoods of the community.

Introductions and instructions take place..... #00:19:06-4#

g - the lady says that she was making a gourd. because she wants to store milk.  #00:20:03-7#

e - why decorate it and where did she get it from? #00:20:13-1#

g - because she wants it to be so beautiful and very attractive #00:20:22-6#

e - so it is nothing to do with the milk? #00:20:29-9#

g - no, it adds no value to the milk, its only beautiful  #00:20:43-0#

e - how does she manage to squeeze the needle in and not pierce the gourd? #00:20:53-7#

g - there is a special way that you put that rope inside and then when you pierce in you hold it from up but you position it in a special way so that when that needle gets in there it has to find that rope, and then you pull it out, and then you continue in that order, until it's through. #00:21:50-1#

e - where did she learn this #00:21:56-4#

g - her mother taught her, cos there was no school, so that was her school  #00:22:15-4#

e - she must be about 70 now  #00:22:20-2#, . where do they get the shells from  #00:22:28-7#

g - they buy from town #00:22:35-5#

e - do they have any significance? cos they are white? #00:22:47-6#

chief - speaks  #00:23:14-0#

g - the chief says that the meaning of the shells is that when you carry it to someone, it's already an appetiser.  #00:23:21-1#

e - so the surface tells what it inside? #00:23:27-7#

g - yes #00:23:29-3#

e - can this object be made by men? #00:23:38-9#

g - traditionally, only women. #00:23:49-3#

e - is it passed from generations to generation and what does that mean? #00:24:14-3#

g - it was something that was before, up to where they are now, they can do this. but there are people - the children, they cannot do this, because probably they have been to school and they cannot do this. but what they are doing #00:24:54-5#

e - but she could train them  #00:24:54-5#

g - she could train them. but she gives to them, to the children.  #00:25:03-0#

e - but it is knowledge that could get lost #00:25:10-2#

g - sure #00:25:13-4#

other researcher - has she trained anybody?  #00:25:26-3#

e - because of schooling? #00:25:31-3#

g - she hasn’t trained anyone, she has just remained with the skill , and that's it  #00:25:33-8#

e - so nobody here (else) knows how? #00:25:41-9#

g – (asks the other participants).... the women around, all the women here say they are very good and perfect in doing it #00:26:02-4#

e - where is the gourd from? #00:26:07-1#

g - there is a specific plant which produces the gourds, so you just go to the bush and select the size you want. not in your own farm - anywhere.  #00:26:29-4#

(some indistinct conversation) - it's still there [maybe they are discussing whether those bushes still exist]  #00:26:49-2#

e - and anybody can take it? #00:26:49-2#

g - yes anybody can take it #00:26:49-2#

e - how long does it take to do the decoration? #00:26:49-1#

g - less than one hour. #00:27:04-3# #00:27:14-8#

b - is it sold or used for local..... #00:27:21-3#

g - it depends on the size. the ones like this are more expensive… and with more decorative. if it is more decorated and appealing.  #00:27:37-5#

also, during harambees, when someone finds that he doesn’t have money to take, he just takes this to harambee, and gives it out, and it will be sold, and fetches good money #00:27:50-9#

e - so somebody can give a donation as this object? #00:27:59-5#

g- yes #00:28:00-9#

e - do they store milk in this because there is too much milk? #00:28:14-8#

g - it depends on the availability of the milk. the more the milk, the more chance there is to store it.  #00:28:44-2#

e - has there been a change in the availability of milk #00:28:51-1#

g - nowadays, there is a drastic drop in murseek. because pastures have gone down, and there is a lot of sunlight, so a drought comes in. so no milk now. so there is a little number of milk.  #00:29:27-0#

e - has livestock number decreased? #00:29:33-2#

g - ????? number is still there, but carrying capacity - of course, it's maintained, but due to lack of rains, there is a slight drop in the pastures, cos these people naturally depend on pastures. and it also brings the issue that most of the lands in this area, they have been privatised. so you find that someone who does not have land, probably has to go to communal land, up in there, far away where we were the other day! [ this is (g) speaking here, the lady did not say all this] #00:30:32-6#

e - when she was a small girl, was it like this? #00:30:53-5#

g - when she was growing up, this area was forested. cows were there. milk was there, in higher quantities. it is a historical change that it has dropped.  #00:31:30-4#

e – estimating that she is 70, she is saying 60 years ago it was forested and these individual land parcels were not there? #00:31:48-8#

g - they were not there #00:31:52-5#

e - how comes that some people have these lands and other don't? #00:32:04-7#

g - historically, going back to the 1960's people used to stay up there. [he indicates higher altitude]. this area was full of wild animals. the buffalos, elephants, leopard... so some few people only dropped down once to do farming. so if you were among those people -  if luckily your grandfather or great father was among them, then that is now the only way you can get land here.  #00:33:11-2#

e - so the first to arrive here obtained these spaces? #00:33:18-7#

chief - by cultivating #00:33:23-9#

e - they were the very first people to do the cultivating? #00:33:21-3#

g - yes #00:33:23-9#

e - and they are the ones who have fenced? #00:33:29-6#

g - yes.  #00:33:31-8#

e - is murseek more important than the other milk? what are their uses? #00:34:08-4#

g - apart from being sweet, there are cultural roles that they play. when there is something that looks abnormal. not like drought. like, in some households, you can come to a scenario where someone gives birth to a child and the child does not look well #00:35:14-6#

e - deformed? #00:35:14-6#

g - something of the sort.  not deformed as such, but the behaviour is not good. so then these  old men now, the ????? there is a special way that they can tell that there is something that is off. so what they  do - they take that murseek plus other local ??????. The old men go somewhere, they go and perform their rituals, and that thing is handled.  #00:35:40-9#

e - so they correct whatever it is? #00:35:49-1#

g - yes #00:35:50-6#

e - what about consumption #00:35:55-7#

g - they use it as sauce, with ugali. #00:36:07-5#

e - for who? #00:36:10-5#

g - she ways this murseek - in case it is little, the first priority goes to the husband.  #00:36:38-7#

e - so if i brought a hungry child and a hungry man, the murseek goes to the man? #00:36:53-3#

g - in fact they reminded me of something i forgot. when i grew up, we used to have 2 gourds - one that never lacks milk even if there is no milk.  #00:37:05-5#

[laughter] #00:37:07-8#

G - that one was preserved for dad. and we don't touch it. it's only the mother who touches it but doesn't drink it. then the other one is for mum and the children.  #00:37:32-6#
 #00:37:34-0#
e - can he share it with other people when they come? #00:37:38-1#

g - yes it's his choice.  #00:37:44-9#

other researcher - would the one for the mum and children sometimes be lacking milk ? #00:37:54-0#

g- yes #00:37:55-6#

e - why? #00:37:58-1#

g - previously, milk as not sold. this is a historical shift. when i was growing up in the 1990s, milk was not sold, I remember. when you don't have milk, you just carry your contained to so - and - so - the neighbour. they get you milk, you go home. that's all. nothing else.  #00:39:01-4#

e - so it could be exchanged? #00:39:08-9#

g - no, it was just for free. #00:39:14-9#

e - what if someone says no, I won't give you? #00:39:14-9#

g - that thing came in later. now, from 2000, people had to buy milk, but up to the late '90s, no selling of milk.  #00:39:31-3#

secretary (s) - (speaks in English) let me add something. there is the gourd for the man. but initially, it was a security, in another way. because the gourd for the rest of the family - i think this one was kept aside for security purposes. cos these people, their food was rare. so they preserved this in case of any emergency there is something. not for the husband of the house, but in case of emergency, it can serve also the family.  #00:40:29-4#

e - what has changed? #00:40:37-6#
g - she says that currently, we no longer have that gourd reserved for the man. there is of course surplus of other food supplements that has come in. people can now get meat easily - you can buy. there is a lot of vegetables around. and again, the drought again has made the    ????? down. and we ??????? #00:41:46-5#  

e - and is murseek sold? #00:41:52-1#

g - yes #00:41:54-6#

e - how? #00:41:58-2#

g - this is now barter trade. initially, pastoralists would carry their milk, their murseek, here, at their back , and carry it all the way to marakwet, where we were yesterday. you would carry your milk, and be given cassavas. maize, and other things. you would take one gourd, some other things.... #00:43:01-7#

e - does this way that things are no longer shared increase individualism or people can still share other things? #00:43:18-9#

g - still, people are ????? just like before, it's just that the aspect of commercialisation came in and now there is exchange of money .  #00:43:48-7#

e – is fresh milk a big thing here? cos we have seen a lot of yellow containers... #00:44:18-4#

g - she says that the production of the fresh milk is seasonal. when it's raining there is milk, but during dry season there is a drought. about commercialisation - a litre costs 50 shillings, and they sell them locally to the centres here and there. and also to other homesteads. those people who may have the cows but probably their cows are yet to give birth.  #00:45:19-7#

e - so fresh milk does not go to kabernet? #00:45:26-4#

g - no. our fresh milk, the furthest it can go is to a place on the other side, or lkalabat - some 20 km. or to arror town. or other local places #00:45:52-1#

e - is it also sold to schools #00:45:56-3#

g - yes she says they also sell to schools.  #00:46:02-9#

e - what about kids now, their diets, with commercialisation and these seasons? #00:46:31-9#

g - when there is a drop, of course priority goes to the children, of course they do have supplements like porridge and other things, but these that should be sold; at least you have to sell a litre so that you buy other food stuffs at the end of the day.  #00:47:06-8#

e - so there is a need to sell milk to buy other foods? #00:47:16-2#

g - yes #00:47:19-7#

e - what would be the amount of milk the highest household that you know produces in a day? #00:47:32-2#

g - 2l average in dry season, 5-10 in wet season.  #00:47:49-3# #00:48:38-9#

Other researcher - 5-10 litres, is that per herd #00:48:47-6#

g – no, per household #00:48:52-6#

e - what about goat milk? #00:49:07-5#

g - normally they don’t milk sheep. but normally most people do milk goats. but those who do get like a litre or a half. like one cup. you cannot feed a child with goats milk. it is so strong. it is used for tea.  #00:50:06-2#

e - what does she think needs to be done as a form of improvement for the biggest problems she faces related to milk and murseek production? #00:50:42-7#

g - for this milk production to go up; now that there is a drought, if we have provision of water in this area, people can transform to zero grazing then you only feed one cow and you improve that breed, then you milk large volumes of milk. 

Another Photographer - you can also plant some other plants to create more fodder for zero grazing. #00:52:45-8#
Another researcher - why did you take this photo  #00:53:24-0#

g - I wanted to expose the rich culture that we have especially regarding the special murseek that we highly respect for the rituals. and other roles that it plays in the community.  #00:54:42-2#


Photo 2 - 20211126_070754
in this section the photographer speaks in the arror mother tongue and (g) translates into english while the lead facilitator (e) asks questions in english. towards the end other people chip in, in Swahili, and the lead facilitator (e) translates this to English. 

[image: A picture containing outdoorDescription automatically generated]
 PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION – Our culture, Our pride

(A comment is made that women have to sit on the man's left hand side in this culture!)
g - she says that in the picture, she is seated somewhere there is cow dung. she is at the entrance to the shed, where the cows stay. so, she is busy washing these traditional gourds, to go and milk the cows. this was initially what our great grandfathers used to do when they were milking, they did not have the yellow containers we use today.  #01:02:08-8#

e - so they would wash inside #01:02:14-0#

g - yes #01:02:15-7#

e - why here in the cow shed? #01:02:28-7#

g- she says, why she does this, normally when she milks during the day, she milks and pours into the 5 litre jerrycan. and then she keeps them there. so she has to wash, and then hang them there to dry.  #01:03:03-7#

e- is this the same gourd as for the murseek, or a different one? #01:03:06-7#

g - a different one.  #01:03:06-7#

e - why did she take this photo? #01:03:12-9#

g - she wants to take us back to what our great grandfathers used to milk their cows.  #01:03:50-5#

another researcher - who took the photo? #01:03:55-7#

g - her child #01:04:00-0#

e - why is it important for us to know about the olden days? #01:04:29-1#

g - 'you can't know where you are going if you don't know where you came from'. so she is trying to show the outside world and recent generation that this is our previous way of doing things, if we have to go to the other way now, whereby we milk cows using these buckets, that people do, then this is how we Africans used to do it, particularly in east Africa the Tugen, and particularly the arror community .  #01:04:56-0#

e - then when it is full it is transferred to the yellow container  #01:05:06-7#

g - yes #01:05:08-6#

e - so why have those yellow containers emerged? #01:05:16-1#

g - the yellow containers are easy to wash, compared to this. also, there are a lot of cows. there are some cows where, because of lack of grass, you have to receive some strikes [i.e. kicks] from those cows!(laughs) so in fact  when you are using this and it gets a strike from the cow, it's over!  #01:05:49-7#

e - because this is a gourd, it will break? #01:05:55-8#

g - yes.  so the other container, it is not so easy for it to break. durability #01:06:01-3#

e - where do people get the other ones? #01:06:08-2#

g - they buy #01:06:08-2#

e - oh so they are sold locally? #01:06:08-2#

g - yes #01:06:08-2#

e - so are these the ones that previously had cooking oil? #01:06:09-1#

g -yes #01:06:10-5#

e - is this change good? #01:06:16-6#

(2 women respond) #01:06:32-8#

g - they are good with the change! #01:06:39-6#

e - they are saying it protects the milk #01:06:45-5#

g - yes #01:06:49-2#

e - who owns the cows? #01:06:57-1#

g - this is interesting! these old men will tell you, 'the cows are mine'. but, the udder is yours, as a woman! (laughs). that is, you got milk, that is only what you get, but anything else, the cow is mine! #01:07:29-9#

another researcher - so when she was milking the cows in this photo, who did those cows belong to? #01:07:49-5#

g - the udder is only hers, and it's only the husband that the cows belong to! #01:07:58-7#

e - but the milk? #01:08:00-9#

g - the milk is for the children and the wife and the family #01:08:10-1#

e - in another photo she was drinking the milk? #01:08:20-9#

g - yes.... and previously, before we forget, people used to take raw milk. you would just milk, a drink. people were not boiling milk. but today, they are doing.  #01:08:36-9#

e - do you sell the milk #01:08:40-7#

g - yes, she's selling.  #01:08:46-8#

e - how many litres do you produce a day? #01:08:55-5#
g - 2 litres #01:08:59-0#
e - so she sells one litre and - how much is sold? 
g - 60 per litre? #01:09:11-5#

e - so she sells one litres? #01:09:15-9#

g - 2 litres, at 60. #01:09:15-9#

e - and where does she sell to? #01:09:24-6#

g- maregut centre.  #01:08:56-2#
e - for the small hotels? #01:09:19-6#

g - yes.
Another researcher - what does she use the money for? #01:09:03-6#
g -household goods.  #01:09:31-4#

e - meaning you are adding more food? #01:09:43-6#

j - mmmm.  #01:09:48-3#

e - is it possible for the wife to tell the husband to sell a cow? #01:09:57-2#

secretary - on a request, it's fine. they can discuss.  #01:10:01-5#

e - but if you  say no, she can never sell it? #01:10:06-4#

secretary - yes #01:10:06-4#

e- some women are now beginning to own cows elsewhere. is that happening here  #01:10:25-7#

s - it happens.  #01:10:30-4#

(laughter) #01:10:33-3#

e- so even if you buy the cow, it's not yours? #01:10:44-2#

discussion -  #01:10:49-0#

e - so women cannot really buy? #01:10:55-0#

secretary - she may have bought the cow to the family. so the cow now belongs to the husband, the head of the family. but it is funny, because, if the husband also wants to sell the same cow that was bought by the wife, he has to  ask for consent from the wife . he cannot sell it just like that .  but the money will belong to the husband also (laughter!) #01:11:32-2#

e - will he decide to give you anything? #01:11:39-5#

someone - no! #01:11:42-2#

e- they seem so happy!  #01:12:17-7#

e - did you train your daughter to milk? #01:12:25-5#

g- she taught them #01:12:33-4#

e- just the girls? #01:12:37-0#

g - girls. for the boys, it's by choice.  #01:12:38-5#

e - what about men without wives. do they milk their cows? #01:12:38-5#

s - the only taboo is for a circumcised man to milk a goat (laughter) but a man can milk a cow. but this mother also can train the boys to milk a cow. because when they marry, when their wives deliver and are on maternity leave, nobody will help, so the husband has to go and milk. and even cook.  #01:13:24-7#

e - not the sister and other people? #01:13:24-7#

s - where ? you are a newly married man #01:13:26-8#

woman - where are the sisters? #01:13:26-8#

e- sisters of the husband? #01:13:24-7#

s - they can come rarely. #01:13:34-6#

another researcher - what time of day the photo was taken, what times of day the milking takes place? #01:13:56-1#

g - twice - morning and evening. #01:14:04-0#

another researcher - so does she wash the gourds twice #01:14:11-5#

g- yes #01:14:13-1#

e - with hot water #01:14:17-5#

g - just normal water  #01:13:51-2#

e - and are you preparing murseek? #01:14:20-4#

respondent herself - mmm  #01:14:22-6#

e - when was the last time? #01:14:27-5#

g - even i suspect as of now murseek is in her house. #01:14:55-9#

s - (in english) there is a deeper meaning of this milk (that is in the house for the husband). in the past, for some of the arror community, we live with the pokot, who are always attacking, raiding the community! so a man, when the pokot now, this milk that we call security, when the pokot raid, they cry! there is a certain cry, from men, women, everybody, that an enemy has attacked the community. so a man may be somewhere else looking after cows, another one is there ... - so a wife, when she comes to take his armoury - say the spears, the arrows and so on, to come and take - firstly the wife will say, before you go, take this milk . there is - koomaraka! and then he will take it from there. arakasan! and then go. now, the man is energetic. you know milk is energetic. you can take and you can be energetic for some hours - even one day! if you take a litre....  #01:16:55-4#

another researcher - the murseek has the charcoal, and so what is seen to be the special properties of murseek as opposed to milk? why not just give him a litre of milk? #01:17:36-0#

s - (engl.) you see fresh milk, it is light. and when you take a lot of fresh milk, you may diarrhoea. or even vomit. because you have taken a lot of  it. it is not good to take a lot. but murseek milk, even if you take much, and even if you are full, and satisfied, it cannot affect your health. #01:18:07-7#

chief - can i add something as well #01:18:15-9#
(he speaks in swahili and english mixed)
e - he says that there are some herbs added so that when you take it, it can sustain the stomach without any complications.  #01:19:00-2#

e - what about goats and sheep, who owns them? #01:19:18-7#

woman (w) – speaks in swahili #01:19:20-3#

e - so chicken belongs to women and you can gather and sell it without asking men? (confirmed) and also the eggs (confirmed) ok what else do women own? #01:19:28-7#
w – speaks swahili #01:19:42-4#

e - just chicken? #01:19:47-4#

w -yes #01:19:50-4#

e - so when you sell the milk, do you have a responsibility to give some to the husband? #01:19:44-4#

w - no #01:19:54-4#

other woman - rarely #01:19:59-0#

e - so he will not ask for money? #01:20:05-7#

other - unless that milk is in a large quantity, so that , because it is commercialised, you know that currently there is this issue of school fees and so on, if the milk is in large quantities, you'll sell and then you'll budget.  #01:20:27-5#

e - but the 2 litres money - you just put it in your pocket? #01:20:39-2#

w - the money provides things like pencils, sugar, livestock drugs, paying small bills like electricity,  #01:21:11-0#

w- #01:21:12-5#

e - so it is like a small responsibility you are given? #01:21:14-0#

w - yes.  #01:21:17-3#


Photo 3 – filename 2021-11-26-11-25-01-896
In this section the photographer (f) mostly talks for themselves in English #01:24:23-6#
[image: A picture containing outdoor, tree, grass, mammalDescription automatically generated]
PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION: We use artificial fences to avoid cutting down trees for fencing, and conserve the environment.

e - what are we seeing in this photo #01:25:40-6#

f - I want to start from the fence. the type of fencing. this one is the modern fencing of cows . (???? ) of traditional one. the traditional, they normally cut  trees, the big ones, and then they line up all the  compound for security purposes. for like wild animals and even for issues of raiding. when the enemy approaches, it will not be easy to enter the cattle’s. the reason why it is like this - this is barbed wire. currently, there is this issue of climate change. so they are emphasising that there is no more cutting of trees. so you cannot cut more trees and then you line up, like the traditional way - and then we prefer  to use the barbed wire, to avoid the use of many trees. SO that is the reason for the fencing.  #01:26:59-8#

e #01:27:00-9#

f - you see that the photo has been taken early in the morning, because at morning, it's being milked early in the morning. And then you start from the younger one. You cannot just start randomly.  #01:27:22-4#

e- the youngest to give birth? or the youngest cow? #01:27:24-4#

f - the youngest to-  #01:27:28-0#
(overspeaking)
e the youngest calf has to be milked first . #01:27:34-1#

f - yes. as you see in the photo. as it follows from the smaller one to the bigger one #01:27:40-2#

e - why  #01:27:40-7#

f - you now this cows, the traditional cows, it makes a lot of noise mostly. for the young ones. so, it is being milked first, so it will get time for free #01:27:58-4#

e - so the cows can come and enjoy the milk later? #01:27:58-4#

f - yes #01:27:57-4#

e - like feeding babies first and then -  #01:28:02-4#

f - then the eldest one.  #01:28:18-1#

another researcher - do you leave some milk for the calf #01:28:21-7#

f - you tie the cow first, for you to milk enough milk. and then after you have finished you release to...  #01:28:22-7#

e- so there’s some milk that is left? #01:28:24-8#

f - yes #01:28:26-4#

e - and the decision about how much milk and the duration of milking is made by the woman who is milking [possible leading statement]  is  #01:28:34-4#

f - yes #01:28:34-9#

e - we can see that there are different colours of cattle. can you say something about that  #01:28:47-1#

f - currently, we have tried to create these cattle’s from the indigenous ones. but we have not clearly followed the breeding. this issue of cross breeding - you bring one bull, it breeds until the calf  - the issue of inbreeding will come in. so you will not get the correct breed.  #01:29:15-7#

e - when did this start  #01:29:19-5#

f - recently  #01:29:20-1#

s - these are very few people  #01:29:20-1#

e - where are they getting the breed that they want from studs/ bulls]? #01:29:28-4#

f - ??? personal  #01:29:32-0#

e - so somebody makes an arrangement to have a bull brought? #01:29:37-5#

s - you go to a market. there is a livestock market. #01:29:35-6# at barawesa. so as a farmer you can sell your indigenous bull, and then you take the money to the livestock market at barawesa. then, you go and look for - using your own observation and investigation -  then you can buy  #01:30:05-9#

e - one that you feel it is a good breed? #01:30:12-7#

s - ye s #01:30:14-1#

another researcher - so even though u can buy an improved bull that you think you can upgrade with, sometimes because of natural insemination the breed can go back to the natural type?  #01:30:23-4#

s - yes! #01:30:25-0#

another researcher - how far can you control insemination? to you try to prevent natural breeding, to try to upgrade? #01:30:38-6#

e - do you remove the traditional bulls  #01:30:45-2#

s - yes we castrate them #01:30:49-9#

another researcher - do you have AI here? #01:30:55-9#

f - no #01:30:59-2#

e - no extension officers? #01:31:03-6#

f - no  #01:31:04-4#

e - chief  #01:31:04-4#

chief (c ) - you could have, on demand.  #01:31:02-3#

e - I know there have been some changes.. #01:31:11-9#

c - they are talking of 'demand driven' #01:31:19-2#

e - previously we have extension officers and health workers living with the community, but due to devolution and other factors.... #01:31:20-3#

another researcher - anyway we can say that AI is very uncommon her e #01:31:27-2#

s - very uncommon.  #01:31:24-6#

e - what else do you want to speak about (to f) #01:31:35-5#

another researcher - who is the lady in the photo? #01:31:47-0#

f - my sister. #01:31:50-4#

e - we have seen camels around. do you have camels #01:32:02-3#

f - no!

e - where do they come from? #01:32:08-3#

a woman - our neighbours, the pokot.  #01:32:14-2#

e - so they are allowed to come all the way here? #01:32:14-2#

f - yes for grazing purposes. pasture... #01:32:17-1#

e - nobody has a problem with that. #01:32:23-0#

another researcher - why did you take this particular photo? #01:32:29-7#

f - in this modern fencing, is conservation of environment, no more cutting of trees and using the traditional ways of fencing. #01:32:49-7#

another researcher - what do you think about those ideas of conservation - is it good? #01:33:07-4#

f - it's not difficult #01:33:11-6#

e- what is so important about conserving the environment  #01:33:18-7#

f - here, many years ago, there was this issue of drought, because here there were no trees. [remember he is in his 20s, not like kakuko who is in her 60s and remember it being a forest] so they come up with a policy through the administration area, that no more cutting trees, unless only for construction you are allowed. and then also the farmers was encouraged to plant trees like mangos that will conserve the environment, at the same time protect.  #01:33:44-7#

e- barbed wire is expensive. can poor people afford this?  #01:33:55-6#

f- there is an alternative apart from the barbed wire. you know there is this tree for shade called jacaranda. you'll plant a jacaranda. as the sticks, you'll prune, ten you bring the strands, and then you fence. so that is not natural.  #01:34:20-3#

e - how long would it take #01:34:23-9#

f - you can borrow from the institutions #01:34:26-3#

e - i mean the growing of the tree #01:34:26-3#

f - three to five years. #01:34:26-3# it can even grow faster #01:34:33-7#

e - can you borrow the fence from someone - if someone has such trees #01:34:39-9#

f - yeh #01:34:39-9#

e - so you can actually buy from someone? #01:34:41-2#

f - yeh, you can. #01:34:44-1#

chief - your question you asked - how did you come with that question eh? because even this planting of trees is not common, in this area. natural trees only grow naturally. but some few people have planted trees some few. very few. but the majority have not planted. you can see all these trees - they just naturally grow.  #01:35:21-7#

e - how come these people are able to listen when you say no more cutting trees? is there a punishment? #01:35:30-3#

c - yeh.  we came up first .. they were burning charcoal. then we stopped that. and then later on we asked them to plant more trees. especially mango trees, fruit trees, and timber trees. and also, we asked them to ask for permission when they want to ??????? or if you want to  develop the same farm, you have to ask for permission #01:36:14-7#

e - if you want to uproot any tree? #01:36:14-7#

c - yeah. then, we come and assess. and we ask the purpose of doing that. one might say he wants to plant pasture. he wants to develop the farm and plant pasture for the animals.  #01:36:27-0# and another person wants to plant fruit trees. so, we give him permission to plant those trees. #01:36:43-4#

e - what about those who don't do so  #01:36:48-5#

c - no - unless you want to construct a house.  #01:37:03-7#

e - but what if someone is over there cutting down a tree, you won't know.  #01:37:14-8# #01:36:54-7#

c - no - we have the community - the village elders. in the village we have village elders, and the environmental committee is also in the village. and the assistant chief is there. so, when you get a tree, within 3 kilometres, that machine is (?????) (hard?). then the village elder will go and visit or the environment committee will go and see -  #01:37:28-8# and ask if he has permission.  when he has permission, he can go on  #01:37:39-3#

e - do they have to pay anything? #01:37:39-8#

c - no #01:37:39-0# it is just a request #01:37:45-7#

another researcher - if someone cuts a tree without permission what happens #01:37:48-7#

c - if they catch them, they will go and call them, take to the chiefs office. we ask why he did that.  #01:37:52-7#
e - do they pay a fine #01:37:59-9#

c - there is a punishment. we can take him to the police. actually we normally finish it there. in the chief's office.  and we ask him to plant more trees.  #01:38:11-7# yes. (repeats). and especially for now when you want to cut a tree, we come and see your compound.  have you planted some?  #01:38:26-9#

e - so you should have planted some ? #01:38:32-3#

c - yes. we know, that man has planted mangoes, he has.....- we give him permission. you cannot just go and cut a tree - a natural tree - , and you have not planted a single one.  #01:38:45-9# #01:39:16-9#

another researcher - to f - you spoke enthusiastically about preserving trees - am i right that you are in favour of preserving trees? #01:39:14-8#

f - yes.  #01:39:14-8#

another researcher - what gave you that idea? #01:39:16-5#

f- let me sit and think about that. #01:39:33-3# 
 #01:39:55-7#


Picture 4 – filename - signal-2021-11-26-11-46-32-508-17

In this section, photographer l talks for themselves in English. 

[image: A person petting a sheepDescription automatically generated with low confidence]
PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION: A different ear cut represents different Arror clans.
#01:46:39-3#

E – tell us about this picture #01:47:34-8#

l - this is a (???) of the livestock, this is identification of the goats, both the cows, sheep and the goats, and normally as our community we do it, we cut the ears. we rarely do the #01:48:11-2#

e - tagging? #01:48:13-8#

l - yes. #01:48:15-9#

e - so this is ear notching? #01:48:15-9#

l - not really notching.  #01:48:14-1#

e - what do we call it?  #01:48:18-7#

l - but it is where you cut some portion. it depends with the clan. so there is a way some other people cut theirs at the same time, so it's different for every clan, because we have different clans. in the community. yes #01:48:41-9#

e - so who does that  #01:48:45-0#

l - the grandpa, most likely. and at times they also give the responsibility to the father of the house, there’s a point they'll give the chance. you don't just do it.. #01:49:01-6#

e - ok so you as ‘l’ cannot just wake up and -  #01:48:59-8#

l - no. the ladies in the first place can’t do it.  #01:49:03-6#

e - so this is -  #01:49:07-1#

l - and even that father can't do it unless given that commission. #01:49:11-4#

another researcher - who is in this photo  #01:49:16-2#

l - the one cutting, that's my father and this is someone holding the young one (goat).  #01:49:23-5#

e - so there’s a certain requirement #01:49:28-4#

l - yeah you are permitted to do it. you don’t just wake up one day and do it.  #01:49:32-6#

e - so your father gives you the permission, or somebody #01:49:38-1#

l - from his father #01:49:38-1#

e - his father. ok #01:49:43-1#

l - and if he has not been given the commission the grandfather does it.  #01:49:45-5#

e - why ? #01:49:43-6#

l - its our culture -  #01:49:52-3#

e - I need some explanation #01:49:54-0#

secretary - I think that for our case, for example, when I marry, I will horn my own animals. I will horn my own goats and sheep and I start now multiplying. so sometimes, you want to put a sign that it belongs to the family and the clan. so you mark some signs using the ear. so now, if your father is living far and you are living somewhere else, or your father has become old enough that he is not able to do such activities, so you request to place you - it is not to say permission, it is a placing. they (ordain?) (attain?) you now, I don’t know - to place somebody or to attain somebody - now it is, to give you, they say it is a placing, to continue doing it.  #01:51:18-1#

e - so it is not everybody in that family  #01:51:19-2#

s - not everybody #01:51:19-2#

l - no  #01:51:19-2#

e - so you cannot do it for your own goats #01:51:19-6#

s – I cannot unless I have been given blessings  #01:51:24-0#

e - authority?  #01:51:23-6#

s - from my father to do it #01:51:30-1#

e – does it mean that the father guides you -  #01:51:31-9#

s - yes yes.  #01:51:31-9#

e - because he might know that in this clan, this is the  -  #01:51:37-1#

s - this is our sign.  #01:51:37-1#

e - so because you are younger you may not know, and use a sign that belongs to another clan #01:51:42-6#

s- yes.  #01:51:39-8#

e – I see. #01:51:46-0#

another researcher - is it to keep continuity of the specific sign - nobody wrongly labels their animal as another clan? #01:51:57-9#

s - yes indeed.  #01:52:00-9#

e - and cos all goats go to the same fields, so when they return they know who they belong to. ... so in this case, this is a big goat #01:52:14-1#

l - no #01:52:11-3#

e - it's not? #01:52:18-1#

other participant - it's young.  #01:52:28-1#

l - it's not that small but it’s not big. you do it when they are still suckling #01:52:41-9#

e - yeh cos a goat will not suckle another mother #01:52:52-4#

s - you do it when the ear is not grown the ear is not extended. it's almost - at a certain age #01:52:58-4#

e- at what time is it done #01:53:02-6#

l - i don't think it's done  #01:53:08-7#

contributions from others #01:53:13-0#

s - morning #01:53:13-7# when the sun rises. #01:53:20-6#

l - she says you do it in the morning so you can monitor, so you can see if it's bleeding excessively....yeah so it's preferred in the morning  #01:53:41-3#

e - do u use specific knives #01:53:46-2#

community contributions #01:53:50-2#

s - there is a special knife #01:53:55-3#

l - for this task only #01:53:58-7#

e - why would women not do it? #01:53:58-7#

s - after using that knife, you keep that knife safely until the ears have been healed. you wash it but you don't use it for other things .  #01:54:14-6#

s - it is for that only. #01:54:19-9#

c - it is - you keep it aside #01:54:25-0#

e - so u cannot use it on another goat  #01:54:26-0#

s - you can use! But you cannot use it for another purpose. so it is a specific tool for that.  #01:54:29-9#

e - so what would happen if u decided as a woman to do that #01:54:39-9#

laughter  #01:54:41-4#

woman - it is traditional  #01:54:44-6#

laughter #01:54:46-8#

(There are untranslated comments in Swahili here) #01:55:10-6#

s - the old man says that women are prohibited from doing that, completely. even if you are a widow  or even if the next brother or husband or extended relative may come and do or a single lady who has not been married and not allowed may look for a man from that clan, to come and do that job. #01:55:44-4#

s - it is for identification but it is associated with some rituals #01:55:49-6#

e - these goats are bought in the market. each tribe has its own signs. what happens then [i.e. if you buy from another tribe] - the kids? #01:56:15-0#

s - the kids now - those ones remain that way, but the kids - the goat you have bought will come and pair, you will make yours - [i.e. the kids will be marked as the new owners' clan #01:56:36-3#

e - but the mother remains like that  #01:56:40-2#

s - the mother remains like that #01:56:45-8#

e - if u r not happy with having sold the animal, can u follow the purchaser and claim back your animal? #01:56:56-4#

woman - and others - no!

s - those sides are known - if I meet now and they are grazing, some body can ask - did you see my goats, they have strayed away? and I can say, I met some goats -which have this sign, do they belong to you, are your ears like that? and the person can say yes or no.  #01:57:40-8#

e - so when you look at the goat you have to see the sign? #01:57:48-7#

s - yes #01:57:50-1#

e- and when you have sold your goat to another family, is there some form of friendship that exists? #01:58:14-9# how do you see that family that you have traded the goat with? #01:58:15-8#

woman - no problem. just a normal life.  #01:58:18-1#

e - so friendship does not increase #01:58:23-8#

woman - no #01:58:25-7#

s - there is a connotation like that. for example, the chief may comes to my (????) to buy a cow or goat, and request to buy. so, i may sell to him and he goes and breeds. as he  continues he may come and tell me - we have got good friendship. that goat has multiplied. it seems our relationship is close. we have got blessings. and may sell to another person, and the same cow, a heifer, may come and die soon. so at least - we then say, no. the relationship is not good. why did that cow die like that? #01:59:18-2#

e - so people may -  #01:59:18-2#

s - associate! associate something. for example, me, i sold, 2 years ago, i sold to a neighbour, my friend. i sold - there is another way of selling. You sell half price. so that , when that person buys that heifer, when the heifer gives birth to the 1st bull - if it is female, it belongs to him . and i will go and return [i.e. collect back] my cow. #01:59:59-1#
(laughter)

e - and you sold it at half price #02:00:00-3#

s -half price!  #02:00:00-3#

e - and should it die, you will not ask for the money? #02:00:01-2#

s - yes. so - it gives that one - when it is mature, i will go and bring my cow - back! to come and continue preparing.. .in my ..... #02:00:10-4#

e - you will not return any money? #02:00:11-0#

s - i will not return any money #02:00:14-4#

e - so you have just given them your breed #02:00:11-9#

s - i have just given them my breed. and sometimes! for example mine, it gave birth to one cow, and then the other one died. so, it - (Swahili) laughter from others (great laughter) i will never now repeat the selling to him again! it may be the same mistake! #02:00:43-3#

e - cos the other one left there died? #02:00:43-3#

s - my own now died! #02:00:40-6# but he has received his!

e - oh you picked it back and it died? #02:00:50-0#

s - it died in his own home before i go and bring it! #02:00:50-4#

e - so that was a loss to your side! #02:00:56-0#

s - that was a loss to my side. #02:00:56-0#

e - and he doesn't pay you anything #02:00:56-0#

s - nothing! #02:00:54-3#

g - and, if his cow had died before giving birth to the first calf, he has to replace again another cow.  #02:01:04-7#

woman - yeah!# #02:01:08-4#

g - so it's a culture in a way that, if i buy half price from you and you give me that cow, or goat, and it comes to my  house and then after some time it dies, i have to keep the hide. you will come and take the skin back, and get me another cow.  #02:01:34-3#

e - so u can sell a cow at half price to cement relations, or pass breeds across, but if it dies, there is no repercussions, - if it produces more, there is a cordial relation, a cementing of relations. does that follow any other thing... like to do with marriage? #02:02:06-9#

c - you now, for buying and selling, i think that is something we have adopted soon [i.e. recently] . but in those days, our grandfathers, you know, that is our way of acquiring wealth. for example - you are a young man. you have not married and you want to look for cows. you will come and approach somebody. and after approaching somebody, you ask them to give you (Swahili)) #02:02:53-1#  they were giving out a cow, and then you take a bull. when u take my bull, you go and sell. then, I’ll come back, you give me a heifer. because, - for example you can take my bull and sell even at 20,000. and you give me a small heifer of this size. maybe worth 5,000. but you have taken my bull for about 20,000. then, you give me your heifer. i come and rear it. after giving birth, you come and take yours. i remain with the calf. (laughter) can you see? then i start now, raising the small one. it takes time! #02:03:49-6#

e - what do you call that is there a traditional name #02:03:56-8#

c - there is a name. you know, this is a way of helping. in one way or another.  #02:04:00-0#

e - for somebody to grow their own herd? #02:04:06-1#

c - yeah  #02:04:08-4#

 (there are untranslated contributions in Swahili here #02:04:12-7# ) #02:04:14-8#

c - this is a way  #02:04:18-2# Swahili #02:04:20-2#  buying and selling when i come and pay you half price, i take that cow, yours, and then, after that, you come and return [recollect] your cow, i remain with this... so it is a way of empowering [enriching] one another #02:04:42-4#

e - and it is also based on previous good relations? #02:04:44-1#

c - yes.  #02:04:44-1#

e because you would not go to  #02:04:46-1#

c- [just] anybody! #02:04:50-2#

e - so it is a neighbourly thing. cos if somebody has lost livestock due to drought or raid - so u help him to rebuild the stock  #02:04:58-6#

s - exactly #02:05:00-8#

c - exactly. that was the main purpose #02:05:03-0#

s - being mindful.  #02:05:00-1# to others #02:05:06-8#

e - but you never give them for free? #02:05:12-1#

s - no #02:05:13-8#

another researcher - there seems to be reciprocity , opportunities and risks #02:05:22-2#

(there are untranslated contributions in Swahili here #02:05:28-1#) #02:05:30-2#
 #02:05:34-7#

c - maybe your father can give you his cows. but he does not give you directly to own. he can always tell you - take these, feed the children. (???? #02:05:48-7# ) but at that time, the older (????) it is yours. but he cannot tell you directly - 

e - because? #02:06:01-4#

c - security purposes! for you to go and take care of .....

e- i heard that these days there is no guarantee that your father will give you cows to bring a wife #02:06:25-7#

all - yes! #02:06:26-6#

e - so it seems that this also works in that type of an arrangement #02:06:24-0#

c - yes. #02:06:30-3#

s - when u want to marry, we give 4 heifers. no negotiation! #02:06:44-2#

e - so the waste ears are they eaten #02:06:50-6#

l - they are eaten #02:06:53-1#

e - cooked how? #02:06:55-7#

l - you roast. they are hairy. you can't just fry them. you just roast them that way.  #02:07:04-9#

another researcher - and the hair comes off when you roast  #02:07:06-2#

l - yeah .  #02:07:04-0#

another researcher - and how is that meat seen? #02:07:17-5#

l - it is not that treasured #02:07:24-6#

(there are untranslated contributions in Swahili here) #02:07:30-5#

e - is it eaten by men or? #02:07:34-5#

l - children #02:07:36-8#

another researcher - so is it a snack of a meal? #02:07:46-0#

l - it's not a necessity. #02:07:46-0#

s - these days it's just for fun.  #02:07:52-4#

l - these days it's not a necessity that you consume, in the old days they used to consume. #02:07:57-0#

s - that old lady was saying that at first, they were eating it #02:07:57-0#

e - the women. #02:07:54-4#

s - they go and roast it, remove the - they burn the hair outside, clear it, wash it, and then cook. using vegetable. they mix with vegetables and then, they eat with ugali  #02:08:16-2#

(laughter for all) #02:08:18-9#

s - but nowadays we don’t eat nowadays #02:08:19-9#

e - nowadays itis not eaten. so you feed to the dogs  #02:08:29-6#

s – ( untranslated contributions in Swahili here #02:08:31-6#

another researcher - in the picture, what is that bracelet #02:08:42-6#

l - this is just fun. the national flag. that was my hand.  #02:08:55-5#

another researcher - you said you don’t do tagging, just this docking of ears. has it ever been introduced here? #02:09:28-3#

l - i have not seen any.  #02:09:34-6#

e - is branding here? #02:09:37-6#

s - my clan brands the ears. #02:09:50-0#

e - we saw a camel yesterday with a huge brand  #02:09:57-6#

another researcher - why did you take take that  photo? #02:10:03-4#

l - i found it interesting because it's our unique way of identifying our animals. because considering there are different ways of each clan doing the identification i found it interesting actually. and unique. #02:10:21-1#

e - and it also has a historical background. before the fencing that we see here today, people would make marks on the trees, and then those marks would mean that this family owns this land up to this point.  and another family from this point, to the other. particularly the hunter gatherers are very good at marking the environment as a sign of ownership.  #02:10:51-6#  #02:10:54-0#


The tea break was held at this point. 


Photo 5 - FILENAME IMG-20211126-WA0000

In this section, k, the photographer, talks for themselves in English, and the lady in the photo also talks, in a mixture of English and Swahili which is translated by e.

[image: A picture containing outdoor, ground, grass, cowDescription automatically generated]
PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION: These goats improve our economic status
#02:16:55-1#

k - ok this our animals, in arror, tugen. these  are the animals we usually use, to help our lives. it carries our life, very importantly. with that milk, in the morning and at the end of the day.  these animals, are very much common in this area. surely because of this. when the rains comes, they brings a lot of milk, and this milk will boost our health. when it comes to the sunny times, it will not give you  a disturbance for saying where to move these animals, to where  they can even  survive in a field that you cannot say what is eaten there.  #02:18:02-3#

e - they are adaptive? #02:18:02-3#

k yes. it can assist very well. when you want to become  - when you see these , you want to have some needs of farming, it is actually very simple to sell. and can be 4 reared by anyone, 4 and can be bought by any person. and is very cheaply to rear. when you take their  milk, a small cup, and you want to boil tea, it can serve, immediately, many people. because the  milk is very strong. very strong! so these animals - even the skin, the skin  can be used again. when it  is taken, - when it has been slaughtered, then the skin can be dried in the sun, and then you can give some oil - when you smear the skin, the hairs become very much soaked.  and then that skin can be made and rolled in a style form. and then it can be made to be a cloth. and it  actually serves as a traditional way, of like when the mothers are going to a certain home for a certain function, a traditional function there, they usually use it to show that here is a culture here and our tradition is taking place here. so the animal is very important! #02:19:59-8#

e - this is really good. so briefly for me I get that you are trying to tell us that the cow is -  #02:20:12-6# 

other researcher - (interrupts) it's even - it's not - is it - can you specify- is it - when u said animals -  #02:20:17-2# 

(someone whispers 'he said goats') #02:20:18-5# 

Other researcher - do you mean animals in general, or these specific - #02:20:19-4# -   

k - goats.  #02:20:20-2#

other researcher - you are talking of goats specifically, right? #02:20:22-3#

k – I am talking of goats #02:20:22-3#

women - goats! #02:20:22-3#  #02:20:22-8#

other researcher - ok #02:20:24-0#

k - these goats. these are goats only. there is no anything.... #02:20:22-9#

e - so livestock - you mean livestock #02:20:29-1#  #02:20:30-5#

k - eh livestock #02:20:30-5#

s - so cos you have also given an example -  #02:20:35-3#

other researcher - but you know I picked up something of what he has said - he talked of the milk and it is very strong. were you talking about goat milk or you are talking of animals in general? #02:20:41-2#  #02:20:41-2#
k - I am talking about the goat only. #02:20:45-3#

other researcher - you are talking about goats? #02:20:45-3#

k - ehhh #02:20:45-3#

other researcher - I fink the photo is about goat #02:20:50-9#

k - goat only. the importance of goat. #02:20:48-5# into the community life. 

e - the importance of goats and by large livestock. Because it is like it is at the centre of life.  in which sense? 1. because if you want to have kids you want to obtain a wife. and you pay that using bridewealth. [coding note - triangulate w. 510-513] if you want to feed those kids,  you have to use the milk from the cow. if you want to get money you have to sell that cow #02:21:25-3#

k - yes #02:21:25-3#

e - if somebody dies #02:21:25-3#

woman - even medicine! #02:21:25-3#

e - even medicine, you can have a cow slaughtered for various functions. finally, um, you can even gift it for friendship and  these kinds of things. so you are giving a general - in fact even clothing, can come also from the skin and hides from these animals. #02:21:50-4#

e - so you are giving a picture of the importance of the goat and by extension, livestock in the arror community. and u have said that these are not just goats, they are adaptive, they are of a specific species  that are adaptive to this environment #02:22:06-3#

other researcher - you said that the skin can be used ( as above) . can you use any animal  skin for that, or that is for just goat skins? #02:22:26-9#

k - it's only for goats.  #02:22:25-7#

e - and the picture that we will see from her, that big belt, that is also from the goat? (referring to the photo of ceremonial belt) #02:22:36-9#

woman - that is from the ???? #02:22:41-9#

other researcher - can we ask questions about difference between cows and goats? #02:22:46-4#

woman - soft!  #02:22:48-1#

e - the skin is very soft? for goats? #02:22:56-6#

other researcher - do you mean it is softer than cows? #02:23:01-3#

(She probably assented by nodding here) #02:23:01-3#

other researcher - ok #02:23:01-3#

e - we have also seen tendency  here in arror where goats are more than cows.  does that mean goats are more important than cows #02:23:19-2#

k, woman - no. #02:23:19-2#

e - what is happening #02:23:19-2#

woman - grazing. affordable. anyone can cost it - in dry areas.  #02:23:26-3#

e - so they have a better survival chance? #02:23:29-4#

woman - yes. than cows. #02:23:34-6#

e - any other reasons? can u buy them cheaper than cows? #02:23:46-0#

woman - yes #02:23:48-3#

e - so issues of large and small herds? #02:23:55-6#

other researcher - what about the structure #02:24:00-4#

e - what are these structures and what is the woman doing #02:24:17-1#

k - ok, she wants to milk this goat. and, you can see some surrounding stones. these are salt licks. nutritious salt licks. you put some salt licks. you buy in the market, and you put these stones here. such that in the morning, and at the end of the day, they can lick slowly by slowly. (?????) #02:24:47-8#

e - is this natural salt? #02:24:48-9#

k - it can be bought from the commercial , and some from natural. so it depends on where you can get it #02:24:57-9#

other researcher - who is the lady in the foto? #02:25:03-8#

e - she's the one here! #02:25:15-1#

other researcher - are they your goats? #02:25:21-0#

woman - yeah #02:25:29-1#

other researcher - can you tell us about the fence? #02:25:34-6#

g - let me answer. the fencing here, it’s just more like the fencing the cows were in before. but this one, a lot of strands were put. they were tied and that's (????)/ they were tied using binding wire so that it will prevent the goats from moving out. you now a goat is too small, they just go  through the barbed wire. so you have to put the - to look like more wire (???)  and this small roof here is a shelter in case it rains. they take shelter there.  #02:26:14-0#

e - do you harvest the manure and use in the farm? #02:26:19-0#

g - yeah. I just forgot that. the manure is being used as fertiliser. so they take 2 the farm and out it there to boost the fertility  of the soil  #02:26:32-4#

woman - natural fertiliser.  #02:26:32-4#

other researcher - do you have any sheep and cows, or just goats? #02:26:43-4#

woman - I have goats and cows #02:26:50-1#

e - but these are for your husband? #02:26:53-1#

woman - it's for my husband #02:26:53-1#

(laughter from all) #02:26:50-4#

other researcher - tell us a bit about that #02:27:02-6#

e - so do you own them  #02:27:09-2#

woman - they belong to  my husband and I am the caretaker #02:27:17-7#

other researcher - so what we heard earlier from Jacqueline about ownership of the cow and the udder- how is it for you in your household with the cows and goats? #02:27:36-2#

woman – (?????#)  #02:27:36-2#

e- so the udder is yours.  #02:27:35-9#

e - so you can sell the milk #02:27:39-8#

woman - on my own #02:27:39-8#

e - but you cannot sell even a goat  #02:27:39-8#

woman - uhuh.  #02:27:41-3#

e - chicken you can sell? #02:27:44-6#

w - yes #02:27:48-0#

e - what if one of them is sick, who takes care of them? #02:27:52-0#

woman - anybody. #02:27:52-0#

e - do you know the drugs you can buy.  #02:27:57-9#

w- I go and ask the -   #02:27:57-9#

s - veterinary officer #02:27:55-1#
e - so u go and describe the condition , and he will come and see it?  #02:28:10-6#

w - he will come, and tell my children, come and .. swahili #02:28:11-0#

(laughter) #02:28:14-6#

e - oh! #02:28:18-2#

other researcher - on this day, on the day the foto was taken, what did you do  with the milk? #02:28:32-0#

women - swahili #02:28:36-9#

e - you used it for preparing 10 a.m. tea. and at that time the husband is in the house? #02:28:47-0#

w - yes. he has to wait for my tea.  #02:28:48-5#

(laughter)
(e - joke) #02:29:13-5#

other researcher - did you milk all the goats? #02:29:23-7#

w - some  #02:29:25-8#

other researcher - and how do you decide which to milk #02:29:31-8#

g - some have half milk, some have more milk, and some don't have. it's only enough for the kid only.  #02:29:37-5#

e - what quantity each day? #02:29:43-2#

w - one cup! it will boil a lot of tea for the whole family #02:29:50-0#

other researcher - can you talk about the differences between goat and cow milk? #02:30:02-5#

w – mixes Swahili and English. English in ‘inverted commas’ below:  swahili #02:30:06-3# 'strong' Swahili. 'very light' Swahili 'very fresh' swahili 'its meant for tea, most of the time.' #02:30:30-2#

e - in terms of tase? #02:30:30-2#

w – ‘taste?’ Swahili.  #02:30:35-4# 'any types of grass’ #02:30:46-4#

s - leaves  #02:30:43-6#

w - Swahili #02:30:49-1#

e - she says the difference is that 1. the milk is very strong. no one is advised to drink it raw. or without fermentation. it then becomes safer for consumption. you can also dilute it, as in tea. for the cows, its milk is light. i don’t know the components.... and 2. the taste, and i think also the smell, depends on the vegetation. goats have the tendency to browse across many trees - and therefore the smell will even be there however much you  dilute it, you can tell it is goat milk that has actually been used to make this tea. so it is a very strong smell. while cows are basically  eating grass and therefore the milk according to her is just fine. 
 #02:32:11-2#

other researcher - anything to add about why you took this photo?
k - so important cos i depend so much in my life.  #02:32:36-8#

 #02:32:43-0# 
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PHOTOGRAPHER’S CAPTION: these arrows can be used for protecting ourselves and livestock against predators and enemies in the Arror community

#02:33:23-0#  #02:33:24-2#
t – It’s a process...
(arranging the photos)... #02:38:44-1#
(t speaks the first few comments in English)

t - now, this a process whereby our past grandfathers are making poisons to take care of their livestock, their cows. so first, you go and find -  #02:39:08-2#

e- so it's a process of making poison -  #02:39:20-2#

t- there is a specific tree, whereby you can search in the forest, and then you cut the bark and the roots. you come and boil - you add water, you boil. now, you see -  #02:39:43-4#

e - so photo number 1 shows that you go to the forest and cut the bark and roots of the tree - this tree.  #02:40:06-5# 

(titus switches to speaking mother tongue here) (laughter from others) #02:40:53-6#

other researcher - which is the bark and which is the roots #02:41:00-5#

t - they are mixed together #02:41:05-9#

other researcher - why is one black and one white  #02:41:05-9#

s -the one that is white has not been boiled it is part of the process. it is before and after. when you boil it turns black #02:41:15-6#

e - is that from many trees or one? #02:41:20-2#

t - one  #02:41:22-0#

e - what is the name  #02:41:25-3#

t - kelwon. #02:41:29-6#

other researcher - english name?  #02:41:33-8#

e - unknown.  #02:42:03-8#

e - so after you boil, you throw away the bark and roots and are left with a black liquid. why are you doing it  outside? #02:42:18-7#

g - actually it is done in the forests, not in the house.  #02:42:22-4#

e - why #02:42:24-8#

k - for safety of children. cos if a child takes it, it's very dangerous. even if you touch it (???).  #02:42:47-8#

e - you mean if it comes into contact with any skin #02:42:53-4#

k - any open skin where there is  a wound, blood.  

g - something else also why it is done in the forest . there  is a belief, that when women Criss cross around where it is being done , it becomes of low quality.  #02:43:09-8#

s - for example, you cannot - these one (  indicating the kelwon tree near where we are talking) cannot be used.  #02:43:20-4#

e - so this one is low quality now? #02:43:20-5#

s - it's a belief. but it is the same species. But the  problem is that the belief is that you need to look for the one that is in the remote, isolated somewhere in the forest.  #02:43:39-3#

e - so u prepare it in the forest away from women and children ( abbreviated.) #02:44:04-8#

e - what is the age of the person that should go to the forest and look for this 

t - elderly #02:44:15-4#

e - so how do you know this #02:44:20-3#

s - they know.  these young men know . they can even go there when it is boiling. but they are not the ones making it.  #02:44:31-7#

e - so if an elder makes it, what is the difference/ #02:44:35-7#

s - no - they have put up respect. they have really - but not all can prepare. we have got specialists. they are even known. for example in this village now, it is known. young men know that it is so and so who can make and they can go and buy from them, for a small fee.  #02:45:07-2#

e - and is it skill or a spiritual belief #02:45:15-6#

g - it is like more of an ability. not everyone can.... #02:45:28-1#

old man - comment in Swahili/ other.  #02:45:45-2#

e - he is describing that they can never allow just any other person to produce that . but they have identified -  these are ppl identified by elders and given the permission to do that   my question still comes - even with that in place, what if somebody goes ahead and does it, does it affect the strength? #02:46:21-4#

old man - comment in Swahili  #02:46:28-4#

e - so if u allow everybody to do it, it can be misused? #02:46:43-1#

w- yeah #02:46:44-7#

e - Swahili #02:46:48-0#

elder - swahili  #02:47:11-8#

s - the old man says that this tree cannot be boiled by - it is a rule. it is a custom that not all people will make that poison. if you are considered  #02:47:36-5#

(someone - rich) #02:47:36-5#

s - if you are perceived to be owning herd of cattle, you are considered rich, so it cannot go hand in hand with some one who is blessed with some cattle. so he said it cannot go hand in hand! it is like a blacksmith . we believe that a blacksmith who makes spears and arrows #02:47:59-9# or maybe some tools - farm tools these traditional tools - or making these bells, animal bells - . the blacksmiths  who are making from natural stones, not everyone will make . not everybody. there  is a certain family, that has been given that skill. and if - even if they keep animals, they die. even if they keep cows, they die. so they remain only - that is their specialisation, it is only to sell those things and then they...  #02:48:41-8#  #02:48:44-7#

e - good. and you also said that there 's an aspect of self-monitoring. there would be a punishment by elders if a young person created the poison. but would the strength of the poison be reduced? you explained that even the blacksmith who creates arrows - some would be effective - (swahili) - #02:49:38-9#- in swahili 

s - that is why he has also considered a certain age, that he has started developing himself to rear animals, but they are not coming, until he chooses himself to be making poison, so he is accepted, but the elders will continue doing -  #02:50:11-0#

e - so you are saying that the poor person  (general laughter) is the one who is doing arrow poison #02:50:17-4# that is you give them that as their job #02:49:54-9#
(swahili comment)

s - yes  #02:49:56-2#

(general laughter) #02:50:24-1#

s - if you start  early, you live a ..... #02:50:29-0#

e - so you need time to make well? #02:50:37-4#

s - yes and it is happening. and it is happening  #02:50:43-3#

s - so those people who have started and make well, they don't have problem #02:50:43-3#

e - so that is their own job? #02:50:41-3#

s - that is their own job (general laughter). it is very interesting #02:50:57-6#

e - so it has some believes in it? #02:50:57-6#

s - yes #02:50:59-6#

e - so let's continue from here #02:51:05-1#

t - so then, you bring the arrow. and then, there are different arrows. It's not all arrows, but there are different ones. like this one, the long ones, this they use in a different way to (inaudible)  with a cloth, and you smear the poison on the cloth, so it can stick on the arrow. the poison will stick on the cloth.  #02:52:06-1#  so if you ?????? it will stay on the arrow  #02:52:18-2#

e - so he is saying that once the poison is ready, and you want to put it on the arrow, you roll a cloth over the blade and - a thread - and then smear the poison over that thread, and it sticks. and it can last long how long?  #02:52:54-8#

t - unless it is rained on #02:52:54-8#

s - you place it now in a quiver, well protected. #02:53:06-4#

e - do you smear so many arrows or only specific ones #02:53:21-8#

t - only specific ones #02:53:28-1#

e - who decides which to smear and which not #02:53:28-1#

t - there are specific ones #02:53:27-3#

e - explain them #02:53:35-9#

g - different  arrows for specific purposes. one, this one has some hooks like this. so, when it hooks an animal, you cannot pull it back. the only way you can remove it is to take it out on the other side. then we have another one , it is like  a spoon. it is like a full blade, meant for shooting animals  and for hunting. ok we have animals, we have snakes like pythons. you cannot just use anything. when you use that big one , it cuts a big chunk of the body and then it will be weak. and then we have another one with a thread like this.  this is for hunting things like squirrels. small things. it's just straight.  #02:54:41-5#

e - like  a nail #02:54:44-6#

g yeah #02:54:47-4#

s - it's also for training in how to use arrows and how to become very good at aiming, how to hit a target. so young boys train themselves. they play about with arrows. #02:55:15-2#

g-  now apart from this one that's just straight, you can cut using a panga (???) knife. it's called sengerenyerete. so, what we normally poison is two, that one called pa... (he indicates the barbed one) the powerful one, and that one I just talked about, the sengerenyerete.  #02:55:38-5#

e - so only for the big things? #02:55:43-4#

g - yeah #02:55:45-7#

other researcher - the  4th picture? #02:55:57-9#

t - now, it's ready for use (in this picture)  #02:56:04-2#

t - (inaudible) #02:56:10-2#

s - these poison arrows too, you have not said the uses #02:56:11-9#

e - I’m coming to it #02:56:09-9#

other researcher - and that is the bow? #02:56:14-9#

t - yeah #02:56:17-6#

other researcher - which ones are those? #02:56:24-6#

g - the 'ten''. (several speakers) for special purposes. the one with hooks. the one that when you shoot at antelope, it cannot get out.   #02:56:53-0#

e - so the last picture just shows  you are ready for use #02:56:59-4#

g- so here you are ready for hunting.  #02:57:04-4#
(swahili speech here)

e - so there is a special tree that falls and dries after  falling. #02:57:15-1#

e - so lets go to the specific categories of people that use.... . so, you can buy the poison. are there roles, like you can give some to other people? who is given the permission to handle the poison?  #02:57:47-8#

t - we borrow  from ourselves.  #02:57:51-7#

e - so everybody can be allowed to use? like here in this community? #02:57:50-1#
 #02:57:54-7#

multiple - yes.  #02:57:56-1#

s - any young man  #02:57:56-1#

g - especially  the circumcised. a grown up.  #02:58:13-9#

e are women allowed to use? #02:58:19-8#

g - no, not even to touch an arrow. not even to pick for you.  #02:58:20-9#

s - even when the arrows are lying down, she cannot cross over. even jump over. it's a big taboo #02:58:33-0#

laughter #02:58:34-8#

other researcher - are there connections to the milk. #02:58:42-0#

e - yes cos it’s a security issues #02:58:47-7#

e - so now the uses. you talked of hunting. what are people hunting  #02:59:09-3#

g - antelopes, dikdik and warthogs, and hare.  #02:59:19-0#

s - young boys hunt hare #02:59:25-7#
 #02:59:23-7#

e - is it those who don't have livestock? #02:59:25-3#

s - there is now a cultural aspect. your mother will tell you if you are good in hunting, it is indirectly proportional to  wealth. so someone who is good in hunting, it's a talent. so you  cannot be blessed in wealth #02:59:51-5#

e - so you have no livestock? so these  are poor people? #02:59:57-8#

g - not exactly - but old would discourage that  #03:00:00-7#

(swahili) #03:00:09-5#

g- so there are few #03:00:12-8#

s - you see, all men must own arrows. even me, i have my own quiver full of arrows. as a security. 

e - ok so security -  #03:00:29-6#

s - we have animals which can kill our livestock. we have hyena. baboon. which can prey on our livestock. we have jackals. we have wolves ( someone mentions python). we have (loba?) we have lion. crocodiles. snakes, all types of snakes.  #03:01:16-7#

e - so security from all animals?#s - all  #03:01:24-6#

e - so that is the connection, if you don't protect the livestock, you have no milk  #03:01:29-8#

other researcher - so back to hunting, which animals are appropriate for hunting, food ?  #03:01:36-9#

s - antelope #03:01:39-4#

g - and dikdik.  #03:01:44-7#

other researcher - and can u talk about how they may be eaten? snack, roasting, common dishes? #03:02:01-7#

g - like common meat, either you roast, or you prepare stew and you take it with ugali.  #03:02:08-1#

e - but also there are specific rules about what portions  should be eaten by who. does that apply to bush meat? #03:02:16-2#

s - even (not clear  #03:02:23-8# ) we have the buffalo , you see those arrows can kill a buffalo (babab?). even one arrow.  #03:02:40-8#  even water bucks #03:02:44-4#

e - so is this meat better than goat meat? #03:02:53-7#

g - as for me, cos I’ve tasted it, basically  it depends how it was killed. if you kill instantly, that meat will be sweet, but if you  shoot an arrow and it runs some kilometres away, blood will be moving all over and then at the end of the  day that meat will be tasting - so it will have a good taste but it will have an awful smell.  #03:03:22-4#

s - and you see also, these wild animals are not (????)  it is only during farming, when the animals are very thin, you cannot slaughter, there is no milk, there is a lot of hunger for our animals, there is a drought. so, we have nothing to eat, particularly nothing to eat . so the young men are allowed to go for hunting. to subsidise protein. food.  #03:03:55-7#

i - so when milk and meat is scarce, this is like an emergency food? #03:04:06-0#

s - yes #03:04:06-0#

chief - it has been long for that exercise. this generation, this are the young generations. they all went when they were young.  #03:04:22-0#

other researcher - so like 20 years ago? #03:04:27-3#

g - ten #03:04:29-6#

other researcher - so it was commoner more than 10 years ago? #03:04:32-8#

s - yes. and the government also has put some stringent rules on hunting these wild animals.  #03:04:44-1#

e - wildlife meat in Nairobi is very expensive. For elite people. is it preferred by some people here? #03:04:59-6#

s - it's not so.  #03:04:59-6#

e - does it have any rules about eating it? #03:04:59-6#

s - no. apart from only during hunting, the person who killed, there is a chunk that he has to take home.  #03:05:14-1#

e - the leg? #03:05:16-7#

s - yes.  #03:05:24-1# even the tongue, the head . not the liver the head, the tongue and maybe the neck.  part of the meat, maybe you give to a relative. if you have our brother, cousin, brother... within that hunting team, you would carry that one home. because your relative has killed, so you are also given.  #03:06:03-7#

old man - speaks in Swahili  #03:06:05-9#

e - so you cannot drink milk when you have eaten wild meat? meaning that it should be strictly when there is no milk. #03:06:17-9#

old man - Swahili  #03:06:23-5#

other researcher - is there a time period? #03:06:27-6#

old man - and others- swahili.   #03:06:50-4#

other researcher - time period between which you can eat milk and meat.  #03:07:30-0#

g - he says when you have eaten wild meat you are not supposed to get milk from our livestock for the next 2 months. (general laughter) #03:07:45-6#

s - 2 months, imagine! #03:07:56-7#

other researcher - so what would you be eating? #03:08:02-0#

e - there are some rituals that go with that, and if we didn't have women, I would ask. #03:08:15-6#

s- an expectant mother does not taste any wild meat. it's not allowed. it's very bad. #03:08:33-3#

e - those who go to prepare the arrow poison – Speaking in swahili  #03:08:42-8#

laughter from all  #03:08:45-9#

Swahili  #03:08:48-2#

laughter #03:08:57-7#

g - he has confirmed you cannot sleep with your wife when you go to do the arrow! #03:09:09-7#

e - so the main news connected to milk is that the bush meat is a .... supplement #03:09:35-9#

other researcher - it also seems to me that the bushmeat is a hunger food, if there is no food, a less preferred food that you are obliged to eat out of hunger  #03:09:38-5#

 e - #03:09:47-1# any more points? And, t, how did you get these photos? #03:10:00-8#

t - I got it from the person making the poison #03:10:08-2#

e - yesterday? #03:10:12-4#

t - yes  #03:10:14-0#

other researcher - is it your friend? #03:10:19-0#

t - i asked permission, but he said i shouldn’t put his face here.  #03:10:33-3#

e – but the last use - can these arrow poisons  be used during raiding? #03:10:43-0#

s - yes. protection, against the aggressor.  #03:10:53-1#

e - so its your gun  #03:10:53-1#

s - its a silent gun. its a silent weapon #03:10:54-9#

e - its actually more effective than a gun.  #03:11:00-8#
someone - used in the night.
t - this one now was used, but now it became extinct -  #03:11:12-0#

s - you know we arror don’t raid  #03:11:09-2# we don’t believe when you steal  somebodies cows, or when you go and raid and take somebodies animals, maybe any person you perceive your enemy, it is a curse. not a blessing. even for those animals  to remain  in your homestead #03:11:36-1#

e - some people say they can eat the others  #03:11:36-1#

s - yeah.  #03:11:36-1#

e - ok.  #03:11:38-2#

s - and even some calamities will occur in your family. maybe you can lose one of your children. Miscarriages. what have you.  #03:11:54-3#

e - so that is the eating. what do the pokot  think about you using the arrow poison? #03:12:06-4#

s - they fear. its effective and sneaky. those raids are sneaky, when people are not ready #03:12:19-4#

e - ok. so it seems that when  arrow poison comes into contact with blood then you are gone  #03:12:22-7#

s - yes. #03:12:22-7# automatic. powerful because it does not make a noise.  #03:12:34-0#

other researcher - t, why did you take those photos and what do you think about them. 
 #03:12:50-7#

t - my opinion is this- i took those photos because now it's  -  that's becoming extinct, because of modern methods (inaudible) #03:13:02-1#

e - but is it really extinct? #03:13:04-0#

s - it's not extinct, but it will get extinct, as time goes #03:13:11-2#

e - but it's still there  #03:13:11-2#

s- there is no man who has no arrows here.  #03:13:09-3#

e - that's why I was asking that . so almost every household has  - about 5? ten?#03:13:25-9#

s - it depends the number of boys you have #03:13:35-7#

e  - ok so the more boys the more arrows? #03:13:31-9#

s - ok interesting #03:13:33-3#

laughter #03:13:33-3#

s - and even in the house, at least you should be having 2  #03:13:39-6#

e - arrow poison? #03:13:39-6#

s - not arrow actually but (??the gourds??)  #03:13:41-0# cos, there may be emergency, and you  come with your friend. so if you have one, and the two of you, you have to cope -  so it means you live -  #03:13:55-3#

someone - you can even help somebody who was passing by. a stranger. cos, an an arror, when you meet - when there is   #03:13:59-5# ????????????  #03:14:02-1# so if there is somebody who is just visiting you, you just donate some of the arrows, and then you go and protect that thing.  #03:14:07-5#

e - and chase after the raiders ? #03:14:14-8#

s - and chase after the raiders. or anything. a wild animal. they also are preying on our animals.  #03:14:25-8#

e - I might be naive but i feel that this thing is not gonna die any time soon. that arrows and arrow poison are part and parcel of your culture.  #03:14:31-7#

s - mmm #03:14:34-1#

e - chief? would I be wrong to say that in the next 20 years, arror will still be having bows and arrows? #03:14:42-3#
s - yes.
c- no, you see, since years, our children now, most of them, they don’t know how to ?????? therefore, especially the younger generation  from primary, most of them they don’t know how to use . so in the next 20 years, i think that, it  will be completely extinct. and the strict rules from the government. poaching, and so forth - it's no longer allowed.  #03:15:26-2#

other researcher - so the younger men here, so you know how to use the arrows? #03:15:27-4#

t - yes.  #03:15:27-4#

other researcher - but primary age children may not know? #03:15:40-7#

t - yes.  #03:15:39-0#

c- from this generation and on, they know. #03:15:39-0#

s - but these days , when they come and prepare, the others,  who have been in the home, they prepare, even the others, coming from towns, like Nairobi, cities, when they  comes home and they see young boys having arrows, they also demand. prepare for me one! but you prepare the simple ones, for training.  #03:16:01-6#

e - but should something happen in the future when they are mature.... #03:16:08-9#

c - and they also train when they are young, when they are training, they should not train - well, they cannot point towards somebody, the arrows. they point towards the bush. where there is nobody #03:16:21-1#

 #03:16:21-3#
other researcher - how did the younger men here learn #03:16:27-9#

t - formal learning.  #03:16:29-8#

g - it was non formal, eh? this was something, when we grew up, it was there before us, so through apprenticeship, and also the need, and the  demands that were there at the time.  #03:16:44-1#

s - because you cannot go and look after - you cannot go and have goats without arrows. you cannot go and have cows, without arrows. and - yeah  - as a young man.  #03:16:55-2#

e - so its like riding a bicycle.  #03:16:57-7#

other researcher - tacit learning.  #03:17:05-9#

thanks and applause.  #03:17:10-7# 


Additional photo – filename DSC01119

G announces that there is an additional photo he has taken, and the lady pictured in the photo, p,  would like to talk about it. in this section, p speaks in mother tongue and the secretary s translates into English.

[image: A picture containing ground, outdoor, tree, dirtDescription automatically generated]

P introduces herself, clarifies that g took the photo of her.
#03:21:03-8# 

#03:21:41-9#

s - she wants to show that, in the picture, there is a very big belt, with beads - cowrie shells.  she wants to show culturally that when a mother is expecting a child, and immediately after birth, she puts on that belt. that cowrie shell belt.  
P – speaks mother tongue #03:23:06-7#  
S - that one , [which she is wearing in the photo] is not for a woman who has delivered. the one which is outside now [i.e. pictured in the foto] is for special ceremonies.  #03:23:33-6# 
P – speaks mother tongue #03:23:45-0#  
S - so that belt, which is put outside, there is another one, and it is made of cowskin, that belt is made from a cows skin, there is another one which  is made from cowskin but it is put onside [the clothes] and it has no beads. but this one with beads, cowrie  shells outside, decorated, it is used  during special  ceremonies.  #03:24:08-9#

e - but the one inside is when somebody gives birth.  #03:24:12-0#

s- yes #03:24:13-9#

other woman - and it's plain  #03:24:13-9#

other researcher - and is it after giving birth.  #03:24:17-9#

s - yes. and that woman will use that thing for quite long . even three years. when she removes that belt inside, it is now almost  ready to conceive another child  #03:24:38-3#

laughter from everyone #03:24:39-3#

s - but you cannot -  a man will never touch a woman, if she wears that belt. any man will never touch. it is like a form of family planning .  #03:24:55-7#

other researcher -  and who decides when she  can take the belt off? #03:24:58-9#

p – mother tongue #03:25:06-5#

s - there is - we have got some elderly women, who  will tell her - it is now - there is a ceremony done. and that ceremony is done and they will  remove it and they will tell her. they are using the size of the child, the age of the child. when the child -  has been told to carry - 'you go and bring that thing!' and the child  understands to go and bring that thing, eh? like you can instruct a child to go  and bring that stick ! now, the elder women will now inform  her that, this child needs to be followed! #03:26:01-3#

general laughter.  #03:26:07-5#

s- there is a prize - a present - given to this woman. and it is a she goat. a female she goat .  #03:26:27-3#

e - but you are saying that the decision to remove that belt is not hers? #03:26:28-2#

s - it is not her.  #03:26:27-5#

other researcher - so the woman who gave birth receives the she-goat? and she can take off the  belt and have another child? #03:26:38-0#

s - yes! #03:26:40-5#

e - and how does the man know that the belt has been removed? #03:26:45-6#

s - the ceremony is done #03:26:46-7#

general laughter #03:26:49-2#

e - oh the man is invited? #03:26:49-2#

s -yes and the man now warms up  #03:26:49-2#

general laughter #03:26:57-5#

a third researcher -  how does the man survive for 3 years in waiting? #03:27:00-4#

s - it is a must. it is a rule. there is no way. you cannot.  #03:27:10-6#

e - but you are not like other pastoral communities having 3, 4 wives? #03:27:11-0#

s- you control yourself. as a man. self-control.  #03:27:15-2#

e - do you have multiple, like 3 wives, 2 wives? #03:27:17-2#

s - yes yes, some. but marrying a lot of wives, it is not a must. it depends  your ability. it depends your wealth. if you have got enough wealth, then, you can marry, you are accepted.  traditionally, before Christianity - you see, Christianity has also now come, so the church also  does not allow, see if you are a Christian you are not allowed - but before, before you are allowed to maybe - when this one is on a  long leave, you can also move to the other side. but what men are being taught - it is through circumcision, that you should never touch a woman wearing that belt. never! it is an abomination. it is very significant.  #03:28:11-4#

e - lets connect to livestock. it is a livestock belt. who makes it #03:28:19-9#

s - elderly women make it #03:28:18-4#

e - so when pregnant you cannot make it for yourself? #03:28:25-7#

s - no #03:28:27-6#

e - so somebody knows your size? #03:28:33-7#

s - yes #03:28:35-1#

e - and it is for both when you have delivered naturally or through CS? #03:28:38-7#

s - yes, both.  #03:28:46-0#

e - i thought the belt may be to stop the stomach from hanging #03:28:49-3#

s - it is also that way. But it is also family planning.  #03:28:51-8#

 #03:28:53-9#  #03:28:59-1#

s- but this one decorated outside, it is for ceremonies, functions, like when you  have circumcised your children, when you are passing out, during that ceremony, the mother will wear that belt. when men are going for war, then, when the aggressors  #03:29:28-1#  attack them , then , they put on, because it is a sort of prayer  #03:29:38-3#

woman - yes #03:29:38-3#

s - may this belt worn by me, protect my husband.  #03:29:46-2#

e - so you are praying for your husband when he goes for war  #03:30:01-0#

s - and you see this war  is just when the aggressors come and raid their animals its associated with the animals.  #03:30:06-6#  #03:30:07-4# i think that is the end  #03:30:13-9#

applause.  #03:30:16-8#  #03:30:20-4#

s - culturally, she is married to my age mate. so Gideon cannot explain. we call her his mother! that’s age! so according to her, the husband,  the age mate of her, is now to explain what is happening to their mother!. 

general laughter and applause.  #03:30:48-5#

the focus group is closed #03:31:00-0#
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