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[bookmark: _Toc525841431]INTRODUCTION
Clare: Hello?
I: Good morning, is that Clare? 
Clare: Oh speaking, yes.
I: Hi there yeah, it’s Thom from the Qualitative Election Study of Britain.
Clare: Oh hi, hi, hi.
I: Hi there. Is now a good time to conduct a 30-minute interview?
Clare: Oh yeah, yeah, yeah.
I: That’s great.
Clare: I have a few notes wrote down and, going up and down the stairs, I kept taking all the papers with me! {laughs} And now I don’t know where they are! {laughs} That’s terrible, isn’t it! Oh is this it? Yeah, I’ve got them, that’s fine. [**] I’ll know what you’re going to ask. Right, that’s it, okay.
I: Well firstly thank you very much for agreeing to the interview, it’s much appreciated. In terms of ethical approval, that should be covered under the previous consent form that you probably would have signed in April or May last year with Kristi and Edzia.
Clare: Uh-huh, yes I did.
I: Do you have any questions on kind of the process or the materials we are collecting?
Clare: Erm, I have a rough idea that you’re collecting for future referendum history, you know, to see how things go. Is that the…?
I: That’s it really.
Clare: Yes.
I: The same process really, in terms of we will anonymise all the transcripts and nothing will be identifiable to you but they will be available for people to see what you’ve said basically.
Clare: Oh right, right. Rather than saying, oh this is so-and-so so-and-so and this is what she said. Yeah, that’s fine, just a general opinion. Right, that’s fine.
I: That’s it. Is it okay for me to record this interview?
Clare: Yes, uh-huh.
I: Brilliant, I shall pop my Dictaphone on now. Payment will be made by cheque and that should be with you by mid to late August, because it has to get through the cogs of the university system.
Clare: Yeah.
I: Can I just check that the name for that cheque is [Clare]?
Clare: That’s correct, uh-huh.
I: Brilliant. And then moving onto the interview, the structure of the interview, we’ll start by talking about the referendum campaign, how, when and why you decided to vote the way you did, and then talk a little bit about the result and obviously some of the changes in the politics that have happened since as well.
Clare: Uh-huh. Yep.

[bookmark: _Toc525841432]VOTING DECISION
I: Okay. So starting back before the referendum, thinking back to that period before the referendum, do you recall when you made your mind up as to how you were going to vote and what you remember about making that decision? 
Clare: Yeah, I had already made up my mind before the vote was taken because I knew what the situation was like obviously to your first question my views were, if Scotland voted to stay in and the rest of England voted to stay out then we would be in a position to go for Independence 2. That was my opinion. So that’s what I then focused on but not necessarily did I want the rest of the UK to come out but I knew that it was going to happen. I knew that England was going to come out. You’ve got questions here and I’ve got them down in format, so now I’m kind of jumping back and forwards. The question was, what do you think was the main message of the Leave vote?
I: Yeah, I’ve got that question coming in just a minute really…
Clare: Oh sorry. So, your first question, you really just want to know did I know what I was going to be voting for before? Yep.

[bookmark: _Toc525841433]REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN
I: Yep and thinking about the campaign, overall what things stand out in your memory about the overall campaign, either events or overall how it went? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clare: Well what stands out in my mind about the campaign up in Scotland was that the Scottish Nationalist Party were the ones that were doing the most canvassing. They were the most visual, they were out on the streets, they were trying to educate people what would be happening, whereas the Conservatives and the Labour Party, they were just posting things through the letterbox by mail. I never seen anybody on the street corners or going round, you know, the streets. I live in a housing scheme and that’s what people depend on, people coming to your door telling you what’s happening. But everything was put through the door, so [**] speaking to people, they just don’t even read them, they put them in the bin. So that’s a waste of time.
I: I see, and thinking about the campaign and how it played out in the media whether, I don’t know if you read the newspapers or watch television. What do you think about the overall campaign, what things stand out in your memory from that, what the politicians were saying?
Clare: What, before the vote was taken?
I: Yes. 
Clare: Yeah, yeah. To be truthful, there was nothing really on the media. There was nothing that stood out, except for the only thing that stood out was the one where all the parties came together, the Yes and the No came together and then they had a bit of a to-do [**]. That’s the only thing I actually remember about anything because the Leave vote was more vocal right enough when I think back, yeah, they were really vocal. But their vocal was, you know, vote Out because this is what’s best, you know, like just the actual hate campaign that they’d prepared was really very bad. Whereas the Leave vote, the Leave people just laid back on their laurels because they most probably thought they were… they didn’t have to do anything because they had [**]!

[bookmark: _Toc525841434]LEAVE CAMPAIGN
I: So, in terms of your impressions of the two campaigns, in terms of how the Leave campaign wanted to come out of the EU but they were, what would you say about your impressions of their overall campaign?
Clare: My main impression of the whole campaign was very anti-immigrant, they’re taking our jobs, we need to come out of the EU because they’re doing this stuff and they’re taking all our money and they don’t give us anything back. Whereas the Leave campaign should have being counteracting that and saying look, you know, this is what’s happening. Students have got free movement, we get subsidies from here. The Leave – the Remain people should have been pushing this forward and saying, “this is what’s going to happen if you leave, right”. Whereas the Leave vote were more vocal saying, “this is the good bits about leaving” but nobody was saying the good bits about staying, and that’s why people didn’t take [it] on board, because nobody was told how it would affect them if they left. It was just, well we can stay in or we can go out, that’s basically it. Nothing was mentioned about borders or money or the free trade or the students who are able to go back and forward over the borders and go to different countries, Irish border with the EU, nothing, nothing was actually told to anybody about what was going to be happening if we voted to Leave.
I: Thinking about some of the personalities of politicians on both sides, did any of those particularly stand out throughout the campaign?
Clare: Well definitely Farage, he stood out a mile because he was so, Keep Britain Great, keep this great, you know, we’re getting stood on, we’re getting this. So he really stood out and obviously his partner up in Scotland, Coburn, he was the same, you know, didn’t have a clue. I don’t even remember David Cameron doing anything or Corbyn I think he was a bit weak because he wasn’t sure who I think what he wanted himself, so he wasn’t leading the Labour Party whereas, up in Scotland obviously they were all together at staying in. All the parties were for staying in, even though they didn’t do any work they were quite happy to just sit back and watch the National Party do all the groundwork.

[bookmark: _Toc525841435]REMAIN CAMPAIGN
I: That seems like the Scottish National Party were making the most of the positive noises for the Remain campaign in Scotland.
Clare: Oh, definitely, definitely. I mean, I am in the party and I do canvassing and I’m also, you know, out in the street delivering leaflets and… but then I also do other things like helping food banks and that, so I’m not like strictly possessed by it either. It is [**] but I do my bit because if you want something you have to put in the effort, you know? So that’s the reason I’m [leaning] from. I know from experience, standing on corners and city centres trying to educate and giving out leaflets, you know, saying this is what’ll happen when you go. That’s why I think Scotland had such a higher vote than England because we made sure that people had the choice of what they were wanting to vote.
I: That’s it. It’s quite interesting, obviously you were involved with the campaign, do you think in Scotland there was much communication between the different parties on the main side, or were the SNP doing a lot of the work and the other parties in Scotland just kind of doing their own thing, or did it seem like a joint effort or was it very much…?
Clare: Oh no, it wasn’t a joint effort. No, no. I think that the Tory party wanted to go on the bandwagon with the Scottish Nationalists, you know, see if they can get all the… but the Scottish Nationalist Party didn’t really want to be associated with them, they wanted to do their own thing and let other parties do their own thing, right? That’s what we did. I don’t even remember seeing any Tory people out. It came through the door, that’s where it came through with my name and address, through the door. The Labour Party was the same, and then I was at the count, so I know what went on, and in the count the Scottish Nationalist Party had all the volunteers making sure the votes were, you know, like doing all the checking, even though it was to their advantage it was possibly two Labour and the others I think [**] most of them didn’t bother turning up to make sure, you know? So when you’re looking round and you see all the rosettes, right, it was all mostly… yeah, they didn’t put much effort into it. They just went along with whatever, so I think that was part of it, yeah. They just went on the back of the Scottish Nationalist Party and didn’t do much canvassing or convincing people or talking to them, and even when we went to voting, there was one university, there wasn’t really that many other… there was a few SNP members, you know, listening to what they were saying so they could put it on and print it but the rest just shouldn’t… it was mostly SNP!

[bookmark: _Toc525841436]THE DAY OF THE REFERENDUM
I: That’s really interesting. Thinking back to the day of the referendum itself, could you tell the story of the day in terms of when you voted, what time of day did you vote and what was your experience, you know, whether it felt like a general election or whether there was something very different about it? 
Clare: No, it didn’t feel like a general election because this thing was a forced referendum and it was really quite low-key and people really were a bit fed up actually going to the poll. So the amount of people that were actually at the poll was really quite, the percentage was really quite good, because most people – not most people, but quite a lot of people were saying, you know, what’s the difference? Why should I vote? They’re all the same. So it was really quite hard to get them. I was on the polling station in the morning and I voted and then, for the rest of the day, I was just going round trying to trump up canvassing, you know, for people, making sure they were going out and voting, have you voted? Just kind of like what you do in a referendum. Have you voted? Yeah, we’ve been. Right, okay. We did that right up until about eight o’clock at night and then we had to be at the count for about nine o’clock so, yeah. We were still pretty active but it certainly did not have any, yeah, it didn’t have any interest to a lot of people. Didn’t even know what it was about, half the time! {laughs} Oh my god, are we voting? Why are we voting again? Yeah, yeah.
I: You were at the count. Were you there all the way through for the result? When did you learn about the overall result and what were your thoughts then?
Clare: Yeah, I was there till the end. Yeah, as the results kept coming through obviously from all over Scotland, as you know, you probably know, every single council in Scotland voted to stay in. Every single one. Did you know that?
I: Yeah.
Clare: Yeah, yeah. So, as they were coming through, and then when they were coming through from England, you know, the biggest ones, was it Sunderland and it was like, oh goodness. To be truthful, as much as I didn’t want England to vote Out, I definitely did not want them to vote Out, because as much as it would be for our benefit, I did not want them to vote Out, I wanted them to stay because I knew what it would be for the English people, what’s coming for them, you know. So I was hoping for them, most of us were hoping for them to stay in for their own benefit, because nobody wants to see people suffering because of other people’s choices. But by the time I got up the next morning, discovered what it was all about and everybody was not, I wasn’t in shock, but the rest of England and Wales and Ireland were all shocked about the result. Yeah, that was my view.
I: Was the overall result a surprise, because I think lots of people thought it was going to be close and the polling was saying all sorts of different things. When the actual full result came in, both in Scotland and England, were you surprised at the result itself?
Clare: Personally, I can only speak for myself, right, this is not from my party or anybody else, this is my opinion. My opinion was I was not surprised that we were leaving. I didn’t want them to leave, those people right, but I personally was not surprised that they left because of all the stuff that was going down in England about [**] to keep British English, English, you know, and also because Nicola Sturgeon had stated that Scotland wanted to stay in the EU and if Britain left then that would then kick off, you know, they’re leaving, we’re staying. She stated that categorically, she just kept saying, this is what’s going to happen. Now, down in England you’ve got anti-Scottish… I shouldn’t say this I suppose but anyway, down in England you’ve got people who want to keep England the great country it used to be, but you’ve also got people who have been brainwashed to think that Scotland is living off England, that we’re not paying our way. So then you’ve got all these people thinking, oh, if we vote to Leave, then we’ll get rid of Scotland and we won’t have to support them again. You know, we won’t have to subsidise them. So when they’re thinking, because they’ve been so brainwashed over the years, that they’re subsidising us, you’ve got all these people who don’t want immigration, who don’t want refugees coming in, they don’t want to subsidise the Scottish, they want to be Middle England, Great Britain again. So all these people, that’s why the vote went quite, it wasn’t a major vote, it was only, what, 2%? But I think that contributed to the tip-over into Leave. That’s just my personal opinion. And as I say, that’s exactly what happened.

[bookmark: _Toc525841437]VOTING DECISION 2
I: I think you talked about it a little bit earlier but can you tell me a little bit about how you decided to vote and the main reasons why you decided to vote to Remain?
Clare: Well, my main reason to vote to Remain was because I know that the European Union is beneficial to Scotland – no cross borders, our students could, you know, I’ve read a lot of the research so I actually knew what it was all about, you know, subsidies and yeah, yeah even though... The money that we put in, we get more than that back because, they get all the difference… there’s never a claim on that. They said in the In campaign, I’m not talking about the Scotch government, I’m talking about Westminster, they never convinced people how much benefit they actually get from the EU and what actually the free trade and free movement and human rights, and everything. So I knew what this was about, that’s why I voted, and it was trying to convince people that this was what it was all about and, because I was out on the streets canvassing, [**] even to explain to people what it was all about. So, hopefully, I did no bad job!

[bookmark: _Toc525841438]LOOKING AHEAD
I: Absolutely. Reflecting on the referendum and going forward, thinking about the next few months and the pending negotiations with the European Union, what is your assessment or prediction of how things might go? 
Clare: Well my prediction of how things are going to go is that we’re trying to convince the European community that Scotland wants to stay and we want to be part of Europe and just convince them that we didn’t actually vote to come out, and we’re quite happy to have people coming back and forward in our country and contributing to our economy and [**] so that’s the first step and see if Nicola can salvage, you know, some of these things. But the next thing is, obviously you’ve got Independence Referendum 2 coming and that’ll be definitely coming! {laughs} Whether it’s, yeah. The United Kingdom is gone. It’s broken. There’s no way it can be [fixed] now. Scotland is going to be going independent and then there’ll not be any UK left, there will only be England and Wales because Scotland will be gone and my predictions are that Northern Ireland will then eventually join onto Southern Ireland, because they wanted to stay in the EU and they don’t really want any cross borders even though Theresa May says that they are going to be able to do it. I think the Irish people might then wake up and say, oh wait a minute, you know, they’re better off being Irish. So yeah, the UK’s finished. It’s not going to be any more! {laughs} Which is quite sad because, well not sad, not for us because I’ve always been an independence supporter but, yeah I don’t think – I think when middle England wake up and suddenly realise what they’ve actually voted for, they’re going to have a bit of a shock because they’re not going to have the European Union protect them when the Conservative party start implementing all the cuts and the austerity and they’ll lose their human rights and then they’ve got this [**] thing, you know, it’s just loads. They’ve got carte blanche to just do anything they want now and I don’t think they actually realise that. I don’t think they’ve actually been educated enough, where Scotland’s educated, we know what’s happening. Okay, you’ll have a few older people who want to be keeping on tradition, you know, we’re British sort of thing. But the young people, they know what’s happening. But unfortunately, yeah. You’ll probably find, well I’m not sure 100% about this but you’ll probably find the south of England, the ones that are prosperous, the ones that are whatever right, the percentage of them probably were high of staying in because they know, they’re educated, they’ve got all their freedoms, [**], so they would have voted to stay in, whereas the middle bit, it was them, you know. So it was predictable, it was predictable. 

[bookmark: _Toc525841439]SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL CHANGE
I: That’s it. Since the referendum we’ve had a lot of change in our domestic politics, or at least we have south of the border in England, with David Cameron resigning and then the tensions in the Labour Party and now we’ve got a leadership challenge in the Labour Party, Theresa May in an election contest to become leader of the Conservatives and then all of the rest of them dropping out and her becoming Prime Minister. Do you think David Cameron was right to resign and step out of the picture following the referendum result? 
Clare: Oh no! No, no, he was a coward. He was, oh! He got the country in a state and then he just disappeared. That was disgraceful because he instigated it and then, he said before the referendum that he wasn’t going to resign and then he would still be the Prime Minister, no that was disgraceful. That was cowardly. He’s quite comfortable, he doesn’t have to worry about anything. He’ll probably end up getting made a lord or something or run some big company. No, that was disgraceful, and then Boris Johnson going away to a cricket match! Oh yeah, the country’s going to ruin, I’m away to the cricket! That was another disgrace. Can you imagine that if it’d been up here! It’d be all over the papers. That Theresa May, oh that’s another thing. Oh yeah, the ones who were put forward to take his place and then they just kind of dropped out one by one. Boris Johnson disappearing and I don’t know what happened to [**] to make him, what is he, the Foreign Secretary? 
I: That’s it.
Clare: Oh my goodness, oh! I despair as what’s going to happen down there. And Jeremy Corbyn, what’s happened to him? That Labour Party wants… they had an opportunity, a golden opportunity to bring the party forward but all these Blairites that want rid of him because they want to tag on to the money train. But good on him, he’s sticking it out and his supporters will stand by him. He might not be a good speaker, he is a bit wishy-washy speaking, but he’s principled, which will bring the party back once they’ve got rid of the rest of the rubbish.
I: Thinking back to Theresa May actually, I don’t think she was particularly active, but she was initially on the Remain side and now is leader of, I think they’re calling it the “Brexit Government”, and she’s appointed lots of the people who were on the Brexit side, so Boris Johnson as you say and David Davis, various others to key posts in negotiating the Brexit deal. Do you think, as a Remainer, she’ll be able to deliver on the result of the referendum?
Clare: I don’t particularly think that anybody knows what they’re doing anyway. She was Remain, but she was just chugging along as well, you never heard her say much about Remain, so she was just chugging along for Cameron. The reason she’s given these Brexit people high posts is because, if anything goes wrong, then she can blame it on them and chucking Boris Johnson away to be Foreign Secretary, that’s to get him out on the road. But the damage he’s going to do down for the parliament is unbelievable. But, yeah, I don’t think Theresa May…  I think once the Labour Party get themselves together there’ll be another general election because Theresa May is, I think she’s worse than Maggie Thatcher! {laughs} Well, she is worse than Maggie Thatcher and, believe you me, I’ve lived through that and I know what Maggie Thatcher’s done. So I do know a lot about what’s been going on in the country. I’m actually 72 so I do know what’s going on and what’s [**] they actually don’t know what’s going to hit them really, I despair. We’ll be okay because we’ve got a strong leader and we’ve got strong MPs and SMPs so we’re quite, I feel quite safe here, we’re in a position where we won’t be in the state that the rest of them are in.
I: Do you think any of the other leaders stand out as strong leaders or conviction politicians?
Clare: What, in Westminster?
I: In Westminster.
Clare: The only person who I have got any respect and think that she would be really good is the Labour Party’s Diane Abbot. She has got, she is… I always remember her from the Scottish referendum and when they were getting interviewed and people ah! They were being really horrible and degrading Scotland and saying, you know, we’ll whatever... and as much as she wanted not to leave Scotland, her comments were, how would you call it, respectful. She even said to one of the commentators or one of the guests on the programme she was on, she said, “that’s not on, that’s terrible”. So I have a lot of respect for Diane Abbot because she didn’t, you know, sometimes her face was like, she used to go, what have you said! I’m glad she’s with Jeremy Corbyn because I think she will be his second man, put it that way, second lady. She’ll give him loads of support and she’s stood by him. So no, she’s going to be a good politician because she’s got, yeah. But apart from the rest of them, nope! {laughs} No, no. What’s that other female that sits in the Conservative front benches? Oh my goodness, she is totally oh…
I: Andrea Leadsom?
Clare: Oh! Yes. No, the other one, that Andrea, she went for the parliament, didn’t she? No, it’s the other one. Oh my goodness. Her name’ll come back to me. She looks a bit like Theresa May, only younger.
I: Okay, we’ll think on it. Just thinking about Theresa May, obviously she was kind of selected by the Conservative Party and then ended up Prime Minister of the country, so there’s talk in various parts of the country across the UK and different parts of society saying that she should now call a general election, she doesn’t have a mandate. What are your thoughts on that?
Clare: Well yeah, certainly, yeah. Yeah, that is certainly true because, yeah people voted for David Cameron and they voted for the Conservatives even though they’ve only got a 23% mandate to run the country! So they’ve got a 23% mandate to run the country and then along comes Theresa May and thinks she can rule the country. No, that has to be sorted. But there again, my views are that the country is in such a mess, they’ve spent so much money on these… things right, that I think the people have had enough. But then, it won’t make any difference to Scotland whether they call another general election except for they’ll probably get rid of Mandell and Murray. Oh, and definitely Carmichael, he’ll be gone. So the only advantage to Scotland of holding another general election is we might have all our MPs in Westminster. So that would be the only interest in, I think, in Scotland getting going for a general election.
I: I think we’re nearly coming to the end of our time…
Clare: Oh right, right.
I: …but I’ve got one more question for you. Since the referendum result, do you think the attitudes of other EU countries towards Britain will change? Do you think they’ll change towards England and Scotland, on the basis of the referendum result?
Clare: Well, I think towards Scotland they’ll just be the same, because we’ve always been friendly and they’ve always had a high regard for us. I was canvassing in the city square and this girl came up to me and said, “oh, I hope you stay in, you know. Stay in, because we want you to stay in”. I said, “oh thank you, where are you from?” She was from Holland and she said, this was just one person, she said they want us to stay in. So we have a good relationship with European countries but I think their attitude towards the rest is going to be cold. I think they’re going to make them, they’re not going to make it easy to get any deal with them, and it’ll make it harder. That’s why I feel sorry for them actually! {laughs} Yeah, yeah. Was that the right question you asked me?
I: Yeah, it was, that was fantastic.
Clare: I think yes. But, to put it [**], I’ve travelled all over, I’ve travelled to Tunisia, I’ve been to loads of countries and, to be truthful, the Scottish people are well respected. They are well respected. I know you’re going to [**] but, to be truthful, they are not as respected as what we are. I’m not saying all, right, but if you’ve got a waiter on a cruise ship or other countries, ah, you’re from Scotland, hey! So, yeah, we’ll always be the same. I think people don’t realise that we’ve got a different culture here, a different nature. [**] We’re welcome, yeah. I do a café, you know, like a community café that people who are needing help come in. We have two Syrian refugees come in and chop the vegetables and help make the food and clean up the dishes and the floor, do you know, and they can hardly speak… So yeah, Scotland’s always been a welcome country but, anyway. Are you living in Scotland or are you still living in England?
I: I’m down in England.
Clare: Right, okay. Just to be clear, I’m not being anti-English! {laughs} I’ve got lots of friends. I just feel they’re not educated about what’s going on, that’s my only problem. Do you understand?
I: Yeah, that’s great. Well, thank you so much Clare. 

[bookmark: _Toc525841440]ANY OTHER COMMENTS
I: Do you have any questions for me or about the research at all?
Clare: No, the sort of thing is, will you be doing another study on the Scottish independence then?
I: Yes.
Clare: Independence 2? {laughs}
I: Potentially. What we tend to do is what we do about any kind of election, so be they general elections or Scottish parliament elections, Welsh Assembly elections or referendums and obviously in Scotland we’ve had lots of that. You must be very tired as a campaigner with so many elections in a row, but when we get to the next election or referendum, and the 2 Referendum then we’ll definitely be looking to get some funding and then come out to our participants again, so it’d be really great to speak to you again in the future. 
Clare: Yeah. Well the next elections are the Council elections next May and we’re hoping to get all these Labour Parties and Conservatives out, like what we did with the MPs and the MSPs! That’s the next, and then it’ll be Independence 2.
I: Well, very best of luck with the campaign.
Clare: Right, okay. Thanks for talking!
I: Pleasure. Thank you Clare, have a lovely day.
Clare: Thank you. Right, thank you, bye. Bye.
[ENDS] 
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