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I: Hi Vince, this is Edzia from the Qualitative Election Study calling.
Vince: Hello, how are you?
I: I’m good thanks, how are you?
Vince: Yeah, fine.
I: Is this a good time to have the interview?
Vince: Now is fine.
I: Okay. I won’t take up more than 30 minutes of your time, and it’s more likely that we finish much earlier than that.
Vince: Okay brilliant, that’s fine. 
I: And what I thought I’ll do is that, the way that the interview will run is I’ll start by giving you a very quick overview of the consent form and the ethical issues related to the research…
Vince: Yeah.
I: …then I’ll go onto asking you questions about the referendum so, for example, your impressions about the campaign, how you voted, why you voted the way you did, and then your impressions about the result and looking forward.
Vince: Yeah.
I: Okay, so I’ll start with ethical issues. Just to let you know that this interview is covered by the same consent form that you signed in the focus group.
Vince: Yeah.
I: So the way that we use the data, the rights that you have as a participant in the project, they’re all the same.
Vince: Mm-hm.
I: Is there anything related to the research that you would like to ask me about?
Vince: No, I would be interested to read the result again, like last time.
I: That’s great. We will definitely keep you on the list and anything that we do publish is on our website, which is qesb.info.
Vince: Okay.
I: If you’re interested perhaps you can just go and check and see if there’s anything that we have published. All our transcripts are on there as well.
Vince: Okay, brilliant.
I: Also to let you know that you are being recorded via audio and again, the same way that we used the focus group data is how we are going to use the data from this audio interview.
Vince: Yeah.
I: And then finally, in relation to the [**] we will pay you by cheque.
Vince: You’ll what, sorry?
I: …and I’ll have to get these sorted out by the University of Dundee so hopefully you should get this some time in August.
Vince: The cheque?
I: Okay, excellent.
Vince: Yeah.
I: So let’s start talking about the referendum then.
Vince: Okay.
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I: If you think back to perhaps the campaign, or maybe even before the referendum, can you recall when you made up your mind as to how you were going to vote?
Vince: I never had to make up my mind, do you know what I mean? I was always going to vote how I voted. There wasn’t really a set time, I always wanted to stay in. Yeah.
I: So when the referendum was announced, you knew exactly how you were going to vote?
Vince: Yes.
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I: Okay. What stands out in your memory about the campaign itself? 
Vince: The campaign, either side or the Remain campaign?
I: Just in general. We’ll talk about each of the campaigns in particular, but just if you were to say the referendum campaign. What kind of sticks out in your memory?
Vince: That it was handing a lot of decision-making to the public, I guess, the referendum was very democratically done, I suppose. Whether it should have been, I always think it probably shouldn’t have been giving that responsibility to the people.
I: Why is that the case?
Vince: Because you elect people to make these decisions, that’s the point. This is a decision that is far beyond anything the average, well I say average, MPs are average as well, but that people need to decide on. It’s not the sort of thing that I think should be left to people. If we had a referendum on every decision ever that’s not how, it couldn’t work, I don’t think. I don’t see how this is far different than voting on how much we should spend on different things. The point of elected parliament is that decisions are made in our interests by people we’ve elected.
I: So for you what stands out is that this referendum gave a lot of power to the general public?
Vince: Yeah, yeah.
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I: In particular let’s talk about the Leave campaign now. 
Vince: Okay.
I: What were your impressions of the Leave campaign, of how they did?
Vince: Well, it united a lot of people. It clearly worked, I suppose. I think it was based upon lies but it preyed on people’s insecurities, I suppose, and it worked.
I: When you say the campaign was based upon lies, are you thinking of anything specific?
Vince: The NHS spending specifically, that was the big one. Closing borders – oh, still having access to the single market without any agreement actually being made.
I: And you felt that these things were said by the Leave camp and they were not, they were lies?
Vince: I think they were lies and I think they were said to try and get people to vote that way which, without it actually being a possibility or being discussed with relevant people in Europe and outside.
I: Is there anything else about the campaign that shocked you?
Vince: It shocked me how the level of support was across, obviously the right wing, but also a lot on the left also backed it, whether openly – I mean, I remember watching the TV debates, I’ve forgot her name but one of the lead Remainers was a Labour MP – was it Angela Eagle? Maybe, might be her.
I: That kind of cross-party support?
Vince: Yeah, the cross-party support which I think, on the Remain side, was also good to see a lot of common support for Remain across the Labour Party and the Conservative Party and then, obviously, the further left parties, Liberal Democrats and Greens, but they were always going to be on that side. But I think, with the two main parties, it was across a wide spread of the spectrum.
I: Why did it shock you to see that there was this kind of…?
Vince: Well, I think this is such a divisive issue that it can be clearly defined on people’s political boundaries. The point of UKIP was leaving Europe, that’s their message I suppose and then, but over the Conservatives and the Labour Party, the further right you go in the Conservative Party the more you’re more likely to want to leave and the further left you are… but even on the far left of the Labour Party, there were people who wanted to Leave for their own ideas, I guess.
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I: What about the Remain campaign? What were your impressions of them? 
Vince: I don’t think it was conducted well. I still think they came across with lots of statements but how much facts there were to back it up, I don’t know. It wasn’t supported at the level I think it should have been by MPs and I think, if it was something that we so desperately did want to stay in across parliament, it should have been better publicised and not done based on pointing out faults in the Leave campaign. It should have been done with providing concrete evidence of what the EU has done and what it can continue to do.
I: Why do you think that wasn’t the case? Do you think they were just complacent?
Vince: Yeah, well if you think of the bookmakers, it was so clear-cut that Remain had much more backing, that I do think they thought they were going to win and, well so did I. And, yeah, I think there was less support behind it because people didn’t think it was actually going to happen, and then it did and now people are upset.
I: Mm. Any other impressions that you take away with you about the Remain campaign?
Vince: I think, again like I said with the cross-party, it was nice to see Labour and Conservative MPs uniting on – well, Labour and Conservative supporters in general – uniting over something that they felt strongly about. So I think it was good for cohesion.
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I: Okay, thank you very much for that. That was very interesting, thank you. Let’s move ahead a little bit and talk about the day of the election. How did you decide to vote and why did you decide to vote in that way? 
Vince: Well, I had signed up for a postal vote because I didn’t know where I was going to be, I might have been out of the country doing my own research, so I had a postal vote sent to my home address where my parents live and, yeah, I just handed that in at the polling station rather than actually voting in person, I guess.
I: Was this a while before the election day, or was it close to election day?
Vince: It was reasonably close. I’d registered with two addresses and then I realised, oh I might not even be in the country, so I registered for a postal vote and then, I made sure I would definitely be able to filI in and send it and then, by the time I’d received a postal vote I’d actually already realised I would be in the country and that I’d be at home, so I could have gone in person but, by that point, I had a postal vote so I filled it in and took it to the polling station.
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I: I presume that you voted to Remain?
Vince: I did, yes.
I: Why did you vote that way?
Vince: Because to me the European Union offers so many opportunities. I’m still young and I would love to have gone and worked in the Continent, travelling, embracing different cultures, and I like the idea of uniting with Europe.
I: Uniting in what way?
Vince: Uniting well politically, economically, sharing resources, research grants, yeah mainly things like that. Research for technology, medicine, it’s all done across Europe and it provides universities and that sector with a lot of spending and grants to be able to produce life-changing technology and materials, pharmaceuticals, and that’s a much easier thing to have if you’re part of this area of free trade, free movement. I think [at] my time at university, some of my top lecturers were European Union nationals. I mean, I don’t know whether, they probably will be able to stay, that’s fine but enticing more high-level academics and researchers to come to this country is something that I am thoroughly in support of and now, leaving the European Union, it makes them feel not wanted and they’re less likely to come, even if they are allowed.
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I: So on the day of the election, given that you’d already handed in your postal vote, did you follow any of the coverage?
Vince: Yes, I only handed in the postal vote on that day and then I went down to London, because the next day I was flying to do my research in Finland and I was staying at my friend’s house in London and we were watching some of the first results came in, we watched Gibraltar come in, I stayed up for a couple of hours, then I went to bed and then in the morning I woke up and, I already knew before we went to bed that we were Leaving. It was becoming quite obvious, and I woke up and we’d definitely Left and it was, I was a bit, I was gutted but...
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I: Presumably you left for your research, so did you kind of follow any of the goings-on after the result? 
Vince: Yeah, so while I was at the airport David Cameron resigned and I saw that on the TVs, I watched the stock market thing, so thankfully I’d just changed my currency to Euros, I’d changed it a few days earlier so that was okay.
I: And what did it make you feel?
Vince: I was just sad. I mean, I was upset and disappointed mainly about opportunities that my parents have had that I might never get. Yeah, I followed the political aftermath over the next few days, read a lot on Twitter, people’s opinions, they realised that people had started to be deceitful about the Leave campaign and it was all very questionable what they’d promised. Then you’d see things about people regretting their votes, then you’d see the turnout, how few people voted in certain demographics… So yeah, just an overwhelming sense of being let down a bit.
I: Mm, and has that changed now, a month on?
Vince: Well I still feel let down. I mean, I’m not furious about it. I’m still watching to see what occurs, if Article 50 ever gets triggered, new Prime Minister, etc. 
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I: Looking forward, what are your assessments of how things are going to go in the next few months, let’s say? 
Vince: I’m not a person who predicts the future but well the European… the British negotiators want to start negotiating before Article 50 gets triggered and then the French and the Germans have said different things. The French Hollande said they won’t negotiate until Article 50’s triggered I believe. Is that right?
I: Yeah, there’s a lot of things going on, yeah.  
Vince: Yeah, so it’s mainly discussions with the French and the Germans and then there’s ongoing problems over there with extremism, which is fuelling more xenophobia I guess here.
I: It sounds like your assessment of what’s happening is not a very positive one.  
Vince: No. I’m not positive about it and how it’s going to occur. I don’t think it’s feasible to remain a member of a free trade area without free movement, which is what the Leave campaign was based on. So if we do stay part for the free trade area, great. But then the Leave campaign haven’t really won. But I don’t think that’ll happen. They have to close borders to make it… because that’s the main issue that was, that the Leave campaign talked about, was immigration and how much we’re spending. We have to pay to remain a member of the Single Market, that’s what the Norwegians do, it’s what the Swiss do. If we want to stay we have to keep paying so we’re not saving money there, and we have to keep open borders if we really want to stay a member of the free trade area.
I: Mm and so you don’t…  
Vince: So even then the people who did vote Leave have won the referendum but didn’t get what they actually were promised. But to me, if they get what they were promised I’m upset but I understand that they would be angry if they don’t get what they voted for.
I: Looking far ahead, in not the next few months where you point out that there are so many of these issues when it comes to the negotiations, but perhaps looking further ahead, what are your predictions for, say, a year on or a couple of years on?
Vince: I think, if we get a good deal out of the European Union then other countries will maybe start to follow and they might hold referenda themselves so I think… because this is a big issue across the whole of Europe, it’s not just our economy that depends on it, other countries are looking intently and thinking, “do we want to stay in?”. I still think the Eurozone will break up eventually, I’m pretty confident that’s going to happen.
I: Okay. It sounds like you are concerned about quite a few issues related to the outcome of the vote.
Vince: Yeah, definitely. I think Lloyds announced 12,000 jobs had to go yesterday, they’re closing branches because they’ve lost so much money. 
I: Yeah. Are you following what’s happening closely as well?
Vince: Yeah, I try to. I mean, I read the news, I know what’s happening.
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I: Well, Vince, is there anything that you would like to ask me? Because those are the questions that I wanted to ask you. So is there anything that you want to raise that perhaps we didn’t have a chance to discuss so far? 
Vince: Well, I think I would just like to make clear that I didn’t anticipate this result and that the campaigns were both poor and were both based upon scaring people rather than clearly outlining what would happen. I mean, the Leave campaign especially. They don’t know, you can leave the Europe Union, trigger Article 50, they still don’t know what’s going to happen. That’s why I can’t believe anyone could support it, because it was just voting for a mystery box and you don’t know what’s in that box, if that’s an analogy.
I: That’s a good analogy, yeah. Have you come across any people who voted for Leave and have you had a…?
Vince: Yeah, where I live in the northwest it’s quite a heavily Leave area. I try not to discuss it because I just get frustrated, because I think people were misinformed and still remain ill-informed, and voted based on scare tactics of Farage and Johnson without deciding what is actually best for the future of the country.
I: Yeah. Oh well, as you say, it’s a waiting game now.
Vince: Yeah.
I: We’ll see what happens. Predicting the future will become even more perilous.
Vince: I mean you can base life on predictions but they might not happen! {laughs}
I: Yeah. Well Vince, thank you so much for talking to us.
Vince: No problem.
I: Particularly because it was such short notice. I really appreciate it.
Vince: That’s fine.
I: And we’ll be in touch so, if we do get money for subsequent elections, hopefully there aren’t any more referenda but, if there are then we’ll certainly try and get in touch and see if you are interested in talking about it as well.
Vince: Yeah that’s fine, yeah, keep me on your database whatever, I’m happy to – I mean, the focus group one that I did at Birmingham University, I would have done that for free but you paid me £50 to talk about the election for an hour, it was great!
I: Well that’s good to know because, given the funding situation right now, we may have to ask you to do things for free for us because we might not be able to get the money. But yeah, we’re really happy to hear that you had a good time and that you enjoyed the focus group and that you’re happy to talk to us about subsequent events.
Vince: Yeah, definitely.
I: Thank you so much and have a good weekend.
Vince: Yep, you too, have a nice night.
I: Thank you, bye.
Vince: Bye.
[ENDS] 
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