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On the transcription
[bookmark: _GoBack]All participants’ names have been changed and any direct or indirect identifiers removed to protect their anonymity.
The transcripts in Version 1.0 do not have enhanced data recovery including all non-verbal communication. It includes the basic transcription of words said by participants. The participants have been identified through attribution by the interviewer. 
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Reporting conventions used
We have used ** to indicate words, phrases or sentences which we could not hear. 
Italic font indicates we have taken a guess at a word/name etc. 
Words in parentheses {} indicate physical gestures or what can be heard on the tape but cannot be clearly articulated into specific words. 
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Date of interview: 29 July 2016
Interviewer: Dr. Edzia Carvalho
Interviewee:
	2016 Alias
	Sex
	Special Category
	Age group
	Supporter
	Party
	Strength
	Constituency
	2016 vote 
	2015 vote preference
	2014 vote
	2010 Vote preference

	Erica
	F
	N
	26-33
	Y
	Labour
	3
	Cardiff North
	Remain
	Y, not which party
	NA
	NA
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[bookmark: _Toc525757968]INTRODUCTION
I: Hi Erica, this is Edzia from the Qualitative Election Study calling.
[bookmark: _Toc525541918]Erica: Oh hi there.
I: Hi I thought that we had an interview scheduled for two o’clock. I hope that’s all, I mean it’s fine for me.
[bookmark: _Toc525541919]Erica: Oh! Oh right sorry I completely forgot. Yeah, it’s absolutely fine if you want to go ahead with it.
I: Oh brilliant, brilliant. Thank you.
[bookmark: _Toc525541920]Erica: No problem.
I: It’ll take us about 30 minutes, probably a little less than 30 minutes actually so…
Erica: Yeah that’s fine.
I: …and what I will do is I’ll run you through very briefly the ethical consent form and so on, those issues….
Erica: Okay.
I: …and then I’ll give you a short structure of what the interview questions will be like. So for example we’ll talk about the campaign, the referendum campaign…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …and your impressions of it and then we’ll go on…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …to talking about your vote in the referendum, why you voted the way you did and then how did you find out about the result…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …and then of course look forward and see where you think we are headed and what your assessment or predictions are for the coming months.
Erica: Okay. Yeah, that’s fine.
I: Excellent. So, in terms of the ethical approval, I just want to reiterate that this interview is covered under the same ethical guidelines that you signed on the consent form for the focus groups.
Erica: Yeah.
I: So is there anything about what we are doing right now that you have questions about, that you would like to ask me?
Erica: No, no, I’m happy to carry on.
I: Okay, excellent. You are being recorded via audio and the data that we are going to collect will be used in the same manner as the focus group data.
Erica: That’s fine.
I: And the final thing before we start with talking about the referendum is that we are going to pay you by cheque...
[bookmark: _Toc525541930]Erica: Okay.
I: …and, if I remember correctly you’ve already sent me your details.
[bookmark: _Toc525541931]Erica: Yeah, that’s fine the only thing I’d say is I have moved house so I’d need to send you my updated postal address.
I: Okay. That’s fine. If you’ve signed the copy of the, what is it called, the payment form…
[bookmark: _Toc525541932]Erica: Yeah.
I: …and sent me a PDF copy of it then I’ll have to resend a copy of the form with the new address on.
[bookmark: _Toc525541933]Erica: Okay, that’s fine.
I: So if you could just email me the new address and then I’ll send you the updated payment form with that and you’ll have to send that to me again.
[bookmark: _Toc525541934]Erica: Yeah, that’s fine.

[bookmark: _Toc525757969]REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN
I: Okay, thank you. Right, so let’s start with talking about the referendum then...
Erica: Yeah.
I: …I’ll start with the campaign. So, if you think back to perhaps the campaign or even maybe before the referendum, can you…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …recall when you made up your mind as to how you were going to vote?
Erica: I would say that I never thought that leaving was going to be a good idea, so it wasn’t like I suddenly was turned. I always thought, I always knew that I was going to vote to Remain, although I was a little bit shocked at how vocal the Leave campaign were.
I: Mm.
Erica: Yeah, so I don’t think it was something that I ever really thought two ways about.
I: And so when they announced the referendum, you were generally sure that you would be voting to Remain?
Erica: Yes. I mean, I was willing to listen to both sides of the argument but nothing ever convinced me to change my mind.
I: And what exactly or do you have, a persistent memory of what the overall campaign was like? Is there anything that stands out just in general, not necessarily about any particular side of the argument, but just the general memory that you may have about what stands out?
Erica: Yeah, I’d just say probably the campaign buses and Nigel Farage, who I thought had, a lot of publicity and probably didn’t really, I don’t think he should have had that much publicity but he seemed to come forward as the spokesman for Leave. So probably just the campaign buses.
I: And what is it about the buses that stood out for you?
Erica: Just the images really, because they’re quite striking images when you’ve got the messages on the side of the buses. So it was that really that I can remember from the campaign. It was in the news a lot.

[bookmark: _Toc525757970]LEAVE CAMPAIGN
I: Okay. And in terms of how the Leave campaign did, what were your impressions of, of that, how they did?
Erica: I think they tried to jump on the kind of scaremongering, you know, focusing on immigration which I think completely missed the point really but kind of went on what people’s fears were, and it was more like a fear kind of campaign rather than a balanced political and economic argument. It was more kind of really kind of shocking statistics and what turned out to be incorrect statistics as well and they were a lot more vocal and they seemed to have a lot more headlines than the Remain did.
I: Was there anything in the campaign that you felt you could kind of pay attention towards something that they said that resonated with you?
Erica: The Leave?
I: Yes.
Erica: {Signs} Not particularly. I think the, when keep, they, they kept referring back to, I saw a lot of mentions back to sort of, referring to World War II and, you know, how we can do, do it again on our own and things like that, and I just thought it’s sort of missing the point and, you know, we can all go back in history, you know, and it, that was then and this is now, and things have changed.

[bookmark: _Toc525757971]REMAIN CAMPAIGN
I: Mm. What about the Remain camp? How, what were your impressions of how they did?
Erica: I don’t think they were vocal enough. I think David Cameron in particular, the fact that he was, called the referendum and was also on the Remain side, lost a lot of credibility, so I think that him being a spokesman for the Remain side probably wasn’t the best thing. I don’t think they were loud enough, I don’t think the Labour party and Corbyn were loud enough either. They sort of seemed to just let the Leave campaign shout and, without actually coming back with, you know, maybe they should have shouted a bit louder.
I: Mm. Why do you think that Cameron, you know, like you said, you felt that Cameron was in, in effect, the head of the, of the Remain campaign but that lost the campaign credibility. Why do you think that? 
Erica: I think because he didn’t have to, he didn’t have to call the referendum and why would he call a referendum when he doesn’t agree with it and, yes, he did say, he promised in his manifesto that he was going to call a referendum, but they do go back on their words a lot. I think Cameron was on borrowed time anyway, so a, a cynic might say that it was a way for him to get out of power anyway, although I don’t think that anyone really thought that we would vote to Leave in the end.

[bookmark: _Toc525757972]VOTING DECISION
I: Mm. So why did you vote to Remain? Can you tell me a little bit about how you decided to vote that way?
Erica: Yeah. Yeah, because I mean I’ve seen a lot of benefits of being in the European Union. When I worked for Cardiff University, obviously a lot of grants and funding come from Europe. You know, I live in, a bit further out now into the, more into the South Wales valleys and a lot of European funding has been, gone into these areas as well, and I think that’s always a, a good thing. I think, you know, with the recession as well and, you know, I sort of came out of university and within a few years we were in a recession, I think having Europe has helped Britain, and I think it’s important to be part of a collaboration of, you know, we’re – it might not be perfect but it never will be perfect. But I think going it alone is just too risky.

[bookmark: _Toc525757973]THE DAY OF THE REFERENDUM
I: Thinking back to the day of the election…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …can you tell me a little bit of that day? Er so, you know, maybe a story about that day so, for example, when did you vote? What was your experience of voting, and then what happened after that? So did you watch the news coverage, did you stay up late?
Erica: Yeah, I voted in the evening. So I voted about, I think it just after dinner so it was after about 5 o’clock, just at the local voting office. I didn’t stay up to be honest. I sort of, it was a sort of, let’s close my eyes and just kind of cross my fingers behind my back and hope that it, that the Leave campaign don’t win, and I really didn’t think they would. I think I checked my phone before I went to bed, I normally check the news on there, and it was saying that the Remain camp, the Remains were going to win. So I just sort of went to sleep thinking that that was what was going to happen and then, obviously when I woke up in the morning and, and read the news and saw that the Leave campaign had won, I was probably in just as much shock as everyone else was.

[bookmark: _Toc525757974]SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL CHANGE
I: Yeah. And did you follow anything, did you follow the events that happened soon after that? It was like it seemed like there was just a series of events that happened in the next few weeks.
Erica: Yeah, yeah. I mean, that was really strange, you know, because Cameron resigned, I think it was about 8, between 8 and 8, half past 8 in the morning, so I heard that. You know, I was, I was listening to 5 Live on the way to work, so I, you know, I heard that he’d resigned and, yeah, it did just kind of all seem to be like a spiral of events that fell out of that. But I wasn’t surprised that Cameron resigned. I was just surprised that he did it that fast.
I: Mm. And then, since then, what has, has your, what has your opinion been about the result? You know, the, you mentioned that your first instinct was being a bit shocked and since then…
Erica: Yeah. Well I mean, I’ve looked, I did, did some research afterwards to find out, you know, what it actually meant and how it was going to affect things and, you know, the fact it’s not a legally binding referendum, you know, Europe can stop us leaving, I don’t think it’s going to be this, you know, push the button, out we go and, you know, we’re completely on our own. So I’m not as worried as maybe I first was when it happened, because although I’m not particularly happy that that happened it’s not, you know, I don’t know, I just, I just don’t feel quite as worried as I did. I was quite shocked at how many people I knew that I didn’t expect who had actually voted to Leave. I kind of just assumed that people would be voting Remain and then it was people that I knew that were quite kind of, some, you know, had previously voted Labour, that were, you know, very educated, and they still voted to Leave. So that was quite surprising to me.
I: How did you find that out? How did you find out that, you know, people you knew had voted to Leave?
Erica: I actually asked and had that conversation because after, I think after my initial kind of shock and, “oh this is ridiculous” and then I did some research and then I thought, “well you know, actually this has happened and there’s nothing you can do about it and let’s just kind of see what happens”, because it sounded like even the Leave campaign didn’t really know what was going to happen. And then I chatted about it and, and a couple of work colleagues said, “oh, you know, I voted to, to Leave” and then one of them, interestingly, said that it was because she was like, “well, let’s just vote Leave and see what happens because I’m that, because I’m that kind of person that I want a, I want change and I’m willing to kind of take the risk!” So that surprised me a little bit, but then I thought, well if some peop- someone like that is representative of other people that voted to Leave, then maybe that explains why they did so well.
I: Mm. So you said that since then you’ve done a little bit of research and you’ve looked at, you know, the possibilities that might happen and you’re not feeling…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …as worried as you initially were.
Erica: No, probably not. I mean, from a selfish point of view I guess everybody kind of looks at their own position. So my own position is that we’ve, I mean luckily we’ve, we’ve just bought a house before the referendum so that was, from a selfish point of view that was great for us because then I didn’t have to worry about what would happen with house prices and mortgages and things like that. But I can understand why other people may be… I mean, I know people that, you know, are reliant on European funding and things like that, and that’s not going to happen so, or potentially may not happen. So, yeah.
I: And in terms of the British system is, we’ve really had a change in government in the last month…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …has that contributed in any way to your feeling of being a little less worried?
Erica: Yes, I think so because I think that the new government will want to do what’s best for Britain and will be, you know, wanting to prove themselves to a certain extent and so will probably – well I hope, although I’m not overly convinced that Theresa May’s the best Prime Minister – but I think that it’s not going to be this rush to get out of Europe, it was something that David Cameron called and it happened but now it’s almost they can use it as an excuse to actually delay things and think about it logically and how it’s actually all going to pan out.

[bookmark: _Toc525757975]LOOKING AHEAD
I: Mm and I mean, this kind of leads us to our final question which is, if you look forward to the next few months, perhaps even the next year, what are your assessment, what is your assessment of what may happen in relation to Brexit?
Erica: To be honest, I don’t think that anything major will happen. I think that this is going to be a kind of settling down period at the, well I hope it is. My prediction would be that everything will sort of just ticks along. You know, Brexit is not being mentioned as much in the news as it was, that’s not to say that things aren’t happening behind the scenes but I don’t think we’ll see anything in, within, in the next year that’s going to be too dramatic and, and too life-changing.
I: And so you don’t think that the, the negotiations will end in the next year or so?
Erica: I think that. No, I don’t think that, that they, that they will end. I mean but I may well be proved wrong but no, I don’t think so.

[bookmark: _Toc525757976]ANY OTHER COMMENTS
I: Okay Erica, that’s us done. Is there anything that you want to raise that we haven’t discussed?
Erica: Um no. I think it must be really fascinating for yourself doing this, because I remember when I first met you and you were doing the general election and then this, and then this happened, so it must be really fascinating at the moment. 
I: It’s an abundance of riches for us as political scientists. There’s so many things happening…
Erica: Yeah.
I: …we don’t know what to do! {laughs}.
Erica: No, no, nobody really knows, do they? So good luck with it all though and I appreciate that you got back to me, and any time you want to speak to me I’m always happy to chat.
I: Oh that’s brilliant. Thank you so much for your time.
Erica: No problem. Take care now.
I: Take care. Bye.
Erica: Thank you. Bye. 
[ENDS] 
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