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Taylor: Hello?
I: Hi there is that Taylor?
Taylor: Yes it is.
I: Hi there, it’s Thom calling from the Qualitative Election Study team.
Taylor: Hello.
I: Hi there. Is now a good time to do a half an hour interview?
Taylor: Yes it is.
I: Brilliant, okay. Well firstly, thanks very much for agreeing to be interviewed, that’s much appreciated. In terms of ethical approval, that will be covered by the previous consent form signed, I think you signed it in April or May 2015.
Taylor: That’s right. Yeah, I did the election.
I: Yeah, so have you got any questions on what we’re doing now in terms of the process and the materials we’re collecting at all?
Taylor: Not terribly because it was sort of mentioned that you might be doing this if you could get some funding.
I: That’s it, yeah we’ve got…
Taylor: So, you know, I sort of thought it might be from when I, you know, as I say, I was last sitting there in the university. So no, not really.
I: Brilliant. Is it okay to record this interview via my Dictaphone here on the phone?
Taylor: Yes. Where then is that information played back to?
I: It isn’t played back per se in terms of the recordings. The recordings themselves are transcribed and anonymised, and then the transcriptions themselves are hosted online and available for other academics to use. So there’ll be no identifiable data for you, it will just be the transcript of some of the things you’ve said.
Taylor: Okay, that’ll be fine.
I: Yeah? Okay, so we’ve allocated a £10 payment for this half an hour telephone interview. We are going to do that via cheque, that should hopefully be with you in the middle of August, we’ve got to go through the university process. Just to check quickly, the name on the cheque was [**] if that’s okay?
Taylor: That’s right, yeah.
I: Brilliant. So, moving onto the interview, the structure of the interview itself is we’ll start by talking a little bit about the EU referendum campaign, how, why and when you decided to vote the way you did, and then we’ll talk a little bit about the results if that’s okay?
Taylor: Okay.
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I: Okay, so starting with before the referendum, thinking back before the referendum itself, do you recall when you made your mind up as to how you were going to vote and what do you remember about that? 
Taylor: I knew, even before the referendum was called, that if it did ever come to fruition then I knew which way I would vote. There was never any question about that.
I: Okay, so this is quite some time before?
Taylor: Oh good lord, yes.
I: And could you just confirm which way you did vote in the referendum?
Taylor: Out.
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I: You voted Out, okay. What things stand out in your memory about the overall campaign of the referendum? 
Taylor: I thought it was a very, what I would describe as a nasty, dirty, unprofessional campaign. More on the Remain side, but also a bit on the Out side. I thought the Remain side, they did a lot of scaremongering and what I would describe as bully-boy tactics, and I think this really didn’t help them when it came to what I call swaying voters. Because at the end of the day, nobody likes a bully. 
I: That’s it, and do you think…?
Taylor: And I think some of the things that they were predicting were just getting out of hand. I think at one time, if Mr Cameron or Mr Osborne had said, “a plague of locusts will hit this country if you vote Out” I wouldn’t have been surprised. It just, it almost became farcical, to be fair.
I: Do you see that as particularly different to the election campaign? Do you think it had gone perhaps that bit further or was it the similar kind of…?
Taylor: No I didn’t. I mean, goodness, politics is politics. It’s not a clean game. When you’ve lived as many years as I have you see that, and I actually think it’s got worse in recent times. But no, I didn’t think the general election campaign – it was about what you would expect. I mean, the parties all put their views forward and get a dig at the other parties, don’t they?
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I: What were your overall impressions of how the Leave EU campaign did? 
Taylor: This is a tricky one for me because, clearly, I was going to vote Out. I liked, I suppose, some of the people leading the campaign. I know he gets a lot of criticism but I actually quite like Mr Boris Johnson. Very unpopular with some parts, I know, of the country. Nigel Farage, I’ve heard him interviewed I don’t know on how many occasions, I’ve never, ever heard him dodge questions or not answer them as such. A lot of politicians, if you ask them a question they don’t answer it, they just ask another question, but he stuck to his guns. And also you had other prominent people in there, I mean my own MP, Priti Patel, who I’ve had occasion to meet, I’ve actually got a lot of respect for her, and I don’t say that lightly. So some of the people running the Leave campaign yeah, I mean, listened to what they say. Whether everything we were told was truthful, I don’t know. Time will tell.
I: Were there any other figures that particularly stood out on the Leave side? Because obviously it was a cross-party campaign. Or anybody that wasn’t a politician that stood out?
Taylor: To be fair, no. I think this is what I would say was missing in the campaigns was actually what I call ordinary people. You didn’t really sort of hear from them. You had people like some of the so-called celebrities, people like Bob Geldof sticks in my mind who, unfortunately, now I can’t stand. If he opens his mouth I would be completely switched off, I don’t even listen to what he says. No, it’s difficult – there was a lot of celebrities coming out on the Remain side but I think, from my point of view, they are completely and utterly divorced from real life. They lead very comfortable existences, they’ve got very good incomes, they live in good areas, they face none of the problems that what I would call the ordinary person in the street faces.
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I: And moving on to talk a little bit about the Remain side, what were your impressions of how the “Stronger In”, the Remain campaign, did? 
Taylor: Well, I don’t think they did. They didn’t get their message across, clearly. As I said earlier, I thought most of them gave a very dirty campaign. I think if they’d actually stuck to just giving what I call facts and figures, it might have been a lot more successful. I also think they didn’t have the right people. I believe Sir Michael Rose was one of the lead people, a big business figure, totally unable to relate there again to the person in the street. The only thing Michael Rose and I have got in common is that, at one time he used to run Marks and Spencers and I very occasionally buy something from them. It just wasn’t a good campaign.
I: And in terms of how the politicians in the Remain campaign, how do you think they did?
Taylor: Ghastly.
I: Ghastly.
Taylor: Absolutely ghastly. I mean, there’s no other word I can say. And as I said, very, very unprofessional. Scaremongering, bullying tactics which I wouldn’t expect to hear from a Prime Minister of this country and a Chancellor of the Exchequer. No, it was unbelievable, some of the things that were being said, and I think the more they could see that it was on a very, what I call knife-edge vote, the more desperate they’d become and the more their campaign heightened to ridiculous degrees. I mean it just, a lot of what they were saying just wasn’t plausible, in my book.
I: Were there any of the other people in the Remain campaign that stood out as either performing well or performing badly? You’ve talked about David Cameron and George Osborne there.
Taylor: Well, I don’t think anybody performed well on that side, no. In fact, it’s probably fairly indicative that that campaign which dominated the news for two, three months and I most certainly listened to a lot of it, and yet now it’s over I can’t really remember the names of any of the Remain campaigners. Well, apart from the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, so I think that probably tells you as much as you need to know.

[bookmark: _Toc525813956]THE DAY OF THE REFERENDUM
I: Absolutely. Moving onto the referendum result itself, thinking back to the day of the election, could you tell the story of that day? When did you vote, what was your experience and did you watch the news coverage of the vote coming in the evening? 
Taylor: Yes, I went down to my local polling station which, I live in a village so it’s in a village hall, with the usual people that I expect to see, who actually sit in for these elections. I suppose I voted around about midday and came out and I can’t remember quite what else I did on that day now. I think I might have gone off and done a bit of shopping or something, nothing too exciting. Came home, I tried to listen to it but then fell asleep. So it wasn’t until the following morning about 8 o’clock that I switched the radio off, sorry, switched the radio on and found that the Leave side had won. I must say, I couldn’t believe it.
I: Was it a big surprise?
Taylor: Yes it was. Majorly. I actually thought that the Remain side would pull it off. I thought at the end of the day, they will win. I don’t know why but I just did. And I also thought, if we do get the Leave vote, we will somehow be made to vote again, which other countries have had to do, until they get the right result, which is Leave, er sorry, Remain.
I: In terms of that day of the election, when you went to the polling station was there a particular mood there? Was it just like a general election, with people turning up to vote?
Taylor: No. I mean, when you live in a village, you don’t get queues of people because, obviously the polling stations are open a long time. I don’t need to vote at peak times so it’s really just sort of people coming in and out at a very steady pace. There wasn’t loads of people milling about. In fact, when I went into the polling station there was nobody else in there, and when I came out I think I saw about another four people coming in. It was all quiet and calm, but then that’s what this area that I live in is like, really.
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I: So you voted to Leave the EU, can you tell me about how you decided to vote and the reasons why you decided to vote to Leave the EU? 
Taylor: Yes. One of the main things that I particularly dislike is, okay we elect a government in and you have a choice on that, and that’s fair enough, you have to accept, even if it isn’t the person you voted for, that’s the way of democracy. But the EU, for me, was becoming – has always been – very unaccountable. I didn’t vote for any of the people that are in there and I actually cannot see how you can have so many countries meeting together to try and, if you like, vote on single causes. It’s just too large now. I mean, I think there’s 27, 28 countries already and plans to extend it even further. So it was sovereignty a lot for me. I don’t want to be ruled by a separate parliament other than Britain, and neither do I want to have to accept laws that aren’t made in Britain.
I: So there was a big issue in terms of the EU’s unaccountability, the fact that we’ve potentially lost our sovereignty to the Europe Union, it’s hard to make decision-making. Were there any other issues that stood out in terms of why you decided to vote that way?
Taylor: Yes. Can I also just say on the sovereignty, because this is important and I think people in my age group, I mean I think we’ve been blamed for all sorts of things, but obviously I had a father and grandfathers that fought in the First and Second World Wars. They fought for freedom for Britain and, for me, the way things were progressing, there seemed no point in that fight. Because we didn’t have the freedom that we should have had as a country, within the EU. So I think that’s important for me to mention. Right, yes I mean the other thing was controlling our borders and I want to stress on this one, because people that talk about controlling borders and immigration are always cast as racist. We’ve also been called, because we voted Out, “thick”, “stupid”, just influenced by The Sun and The Daily Mail, which is about as ridiculous as it gets. I classify myself as an intelligent person, I’ve most certainly got a degree so that doesn’t, I know, count for everything but I think you get to a certain level. I most certainly can think things through for myself. I was brought up in London, in South London, so I was used to different ethnic groups from when I went to primary school. It was nothing new for me. I’ve never had a problem with it, I’m not against people from other countries but, for me, it was a numbers game. You cannot have, I don’t think, 350,000 people year on year arriving in this country without it causing a problem. So it was numbers, and I think the idea that we might go into a points system seems to me pretty sensible. I know it’s constantly said, “oh various organisations would collapse”, the NHS is always cited and that’s fair enough, but I think the other side isn’t looked at, that a lot of people that do come to England are also benefactors of the NHS. You know, they use hospitals, most certainly women use maternity hospitals. I mean you can’t honestly say that people over 65 are filling up maternity units because they aren’t! {laughs}
I: Absolutely!
Taylor: But this is what’s tried to be portrayed, and obviously there’s things like the doctors, there’s the schools – I mean, there’s huge pressure now on school places, and housing. This is never talked about. It’s part of the problem, I think, that we have on our housing shortage, because when people come to Britain, where do they live? They’re not living underground, they’re not living in some cocoon somewhere, they’ve got to live in houses, accommodation, whatever, and I think this has created the situation we’ve got now. And where it builds resentment is when you have the indigenous population that’s been born here that’s got no chance whatsoever of either buying a house or getting an affordable rented house because it’s all supply and demand, isn’t it? 
I: Absolutely.
Taylor: I mean when, I think before, you had possibly the high numbers we’ve got now, if people were looking to buy a house it was within limits, they could do, and also renting, because the landlords and people looking for accommodation was about the same, it was okay. But now we know it’s completely off the limit and off the scale for a lot of people. So, yes, it was to do with immigration, but not to do with the fact that people of different cultures live in this country and I think I need to stress that. It’s numbers.
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I: Thank you. You spoke a little bit earlier about when you found out the result the morning after when you switched the radio on, beyond surprise of the way the result had gone, what were your thoughts then in terms of how things moved forward? 
Taylor: Really happy. I was really happy. The only thing I was worried about was the Remain side and what I call the doom-mongers predicting almost the end of the world because Britain had voted this way. I’m still a bit worried about it with the media because they seem hell-bent, some of them, on actually trying to predict a recession and a crash, and I think you’ve got to turn things round now and move forward with optimism. I’m really happy that Theresa May, the new Prime Minister, has ruled out a second referendum. I mean, she’s obviously going to grasp, one hopes, the result and will move forward with getting it sorted. So yeah. I mean, nothing’s going to be straightforward, there probably will be problems along the way and it’s going to take quite a long time. But I genuinely believe that, once we sort it out, it will be for the best for Britain.

[bookmark: _Toc525813959]LOOKING AHEAD
I: Finally, just moving on to reflecting on the referendum, thinking about the next few months and obviously the pending negotiations with the EU themselves, what is your assessment or prediction of how things might go in those negotiations and Britain either moving out of the EU or there being a delay? 
Taylor: This is a very difficult one because it depends on the other countries’ attitude towards Britain, particularly some of the more powerful countries, and how easy or how difficult they’re going to make it. I think, hopefully once things settle, they will just want to try and reach, shall we say, an equable divorce, because that’s the way I see it. A bit like couples sometimes where marriages break down, it’s very acrimonious to begin with and then it kind of settles down. It’s difficult for me to comment on how it will completely go because I know David Davis has been appointed as one of the lead people for this campaign, I don’t know how he’s going to perform. It’s a tricky one really. One can – look, this is what I hope for. They know the reasons, I think, why a lot of this country voted Out and one can only hope that, when they go and start the negotiations, that they bear this in mind when they’re trying to re-negotiate, if you like, our relationship with the EU. I mean, a lot has been talked about the Single Market and they talk about the Single Market whilst still having free movement but I mean, you can’t do that because what a lot of people didn’t want was the free movement. So they’re going to have to, I think, try and negotiate the trading part of it without the free movement. But then hey-ho, look, when we joined, and I remember that very clearly, when we joined in the ’70s that’s all we were supposedly joined, was free trade. 
I: Yeah.
Taylor: So that should be possible. I just think all these people that want to throw themselves under trains and buses because we voted Leave need to just sort of shake themselves up and kind of get behind now the country in the best way possible to help us negotiate it and yes, it might be a bit bumpy. It’s an impossible question to answer because I don’t know what Mr Juncker really feels, I don’t know how Chancellor Merkel’s going to behave or, indeed, any of the other strong countries. You just don’t know. 
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I: Since the referendum result we’ve obviously had a lot of change in our politics too, with David Cameron resigning, there’s still a lot of tension in the Labour Party as well, Theresa May being in a contest with various people and then them dropping out and her becoming Prime Minister. Obviously Theresa May was initially on the Remain side and now she’s going to leave the Brexit Government and has appointed a lot of people that were on the Brexit side to key posts. In terms of all that change, do you think Cameron initially was right to resign and step out of the picture following the result?
Taylor: Possibly yes. I mean, he had indicated anyway that he wasn’t going to be the Prime Minister after this term. Yeah. Initially I wasn’t too sure but yes, I think he had to go. I mean really, he was what I call tainted goods after that and I think a fresh person coming in is the way forward. Theresa May, mm, I’m not too sure because I felt she very much sat on the fence, but you have to give people a chance. She’s most certainly pulled off, I think, one or two appointments in her Cabinet that will silence, if you like, any of her critics that she wasn’t too much on the Leave side. Labour, phew, what can you say about Labour? Personally I’m not a voter of any of the big political parties. Jeremy Corbyn I have a sneaking, not admiration for him but I think he is a conviction politician. Okay, he might not be able to pull the country together but he’s not for smartening up, like some of the other leaders of the opposition. I think he just sticks with what he believes but I think most of the Labour MPs that are challenging him are quite a bit younger and I don’t think they’ve ever seen anything like that before, because I think Labour in the past, we’ve had the Tory Party and the Moderate Tory Party, and now we’ve got a true opposition.
I: Do you think we’ve had other similar political party leaders that are conviction politicians in recent times?
Taylor: No.
I: Do you think Corbyn stands out?
Taylor: Yes. I think, as I say, he’s a very, very contentious figure I know but he reminds me, back in the old Labour days of people like Tony Benn and, as I say, I’m certainly not a Labour voter but part of me thinks, yeah, he’s just sticking to what he believes in. But no, if I think back to past leaders, well I would say, what leaders? I don’t really think we’ve had any real leaders in recent years. They all sort of blend into one for me.
I: Thanks. Just one final question. Theresa May has been selected by the Conservative Party and now become Prime Minister of the country, there is some talk in various parts of the UK that she should now call a general election because there’s a perception that she doesn’t have a mandate. What do you think about that idea?
Taylor: Oh that – you know what, I don’t think really most people have the stomach, shall I say, for yet another election, more instability. I think that would be a huge mistake. I mean, look, when Tony Blair stepped down, Gordon Brown stepped in and he wasn’t elected. You know, it’s the party in a way, isn’t it, the Tory Party are in power whether people like it or not and – no, I think it’s totally and utterly the wrong time. I think if we went through a general election then England as a country is just, well, I just think it’s going to be seen as a country in total disarray. I think now we need a bit of calm, a bit of stability. Theresa May’s obviously getting on with it, in two days she seems to have sorted out her Cabinet, and she just needs to get on with the job of running the country and, hopefully at some time, we’ll get an opposition if Labour ever stop fighting among themselves, which…! {laughs} Well, it’s unprecedented. I don’t think I can ever remember a time like this. I mean, normally opposition parties tear apart the party that’s in power, not themselves. You know, they have to look at what they’re doing. Yeah. I don’t know. I mean, maybe there is a better opposition leader than Jeremy Corbyn but who it is, I don’t know. But none of the others particularly stand out for me anyway, in terms of being opposition leaders. They’d just be another Ed Miliband.
I: Just finally, thinking about the EU referendum and the result and coming out of the European Union, do you think that can potentially be done before the next general election, which would be presumably 2020?
Taylor: Well I hope so. It seems to me they’ve got to actually trigger, I think it’s clause 50 I keep hearing mentioned, well I think someone needs to get on now quickly with that because my understanding is, even from there, it will take two years and I certainly think we don’t want it dragging on for four years. I don’t know but I would think if, you know, let’s do the first thing that’s got to be done and then start to negotiate what we need to do, so in two years’ time that’s what I’m hopeful for, in 2018 we might have Britain back as a country on our own merits as such. But I think the interesting thing is I don’t think we’re going to be the only country. I think at the moment the European Union as such is trying to keep the lid on things but you keep hearing grumbles that there’s other countries that are lining up that also want referendums.
I: Okay, so you’re suggesting there might be some kind of domino effect?
Taylor: Yes, I think they will and I think people like Mr Juncker know that and they’re just trying to sort of fight to keep everything together. But I think a lot of countries are unhappy. You know you’ve got poor old Greece in a terrible mess. The Spanish are not doing terribly well. Of course you’re got, although I would say they were beneficiaries, but you’ve got a lot of the Eastern Bloc countries, some of them are not happy either with what’s been happening. I’m told some of the Italians are quite unhappy. The Swedish are not supposed to be happy. I mean it’s quite – I don’t know, is it one of those things where eventually you have to say, well is this really working? It’s a bit like the king’s new clothes. You just keep trying to sort of pretend that everything’s all right, but it’s not all right. And just as a final thing before we go, I would like to say that I sat back and watched in horror last June the migrant crisis which was starting, particularly with all the boat crossings, people drowning in the Mediterranean, people displaced, and what did Europe do? Well they broke up for three and a half months. You couldn’t make it up. And came back in the middle of September to try and sort this problem out, and they’ve still not managed to sort it out. You know, I mean that’s what I sat and looked at because in life, and in the job I had, you had to, you had to find solutions to problems, but I just don’t know what they do. They just seem to be incapable of sorting any big crisis out. They do ridiculous things like they reduced all the motors in hoovers so you bought a hoover and you could just sort of blow the carpet, they didn’t work any more, but something that’s really, really important, as I say, like the migrant crisis, no, can’t resolve. And even now they haven’t resolved it. Gave Turkey god knows how many billions of Euros but it doesn’t seem to have worked.
I: That’s a big challenge going forward as well. I think that’s probably us for time.
Taylor: Okay.
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I: I just want to say thank you very, very much Taylor on behalf of myself, Kristi and Edzia, for giving up your time. The cheque should hopefully be with you in mid-August but it has to go through the cogs of our various university processes… 
Taylor: No, that’s fine. Just out of interest, did you actually call on other people that were there for the general election?
I: Yes. So, in terms of our sample, we’ve obviously done the election study over a few years now and we’ve got a database of people that have been involved in those focus groups in the various places around the UK. We sent emails to everyone and we’ve only got a limited pot of money in terms of getting these interviews done but we’ve contacted everybody and we’re trying to get through as many of those as possible.
Taylor: Oh right, that seems good. Because I did enjoy actually the two times I came to the university last year. There was quite a wide mixture of opinions and views. Quite lively actually.
I: That’s great. We’re going to be putting money together for the next general election so you’re obviously very much part of the study as well, so when the elections come around again you’ll probably be getting another call from us to see if you’re able to participate.
Taylor: Okay, well let’s hope I’m still round at that time!
I: Oh very much so! Okay then Taylor, well, I hope you have a lovely Friday.
Taylor: Yeah, okay, thanks a lot. Bye.
I: Thank you. Bye.
[ENDS]
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