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I: Hello, can I speak to Jeremy please?
Jeremy: Yeah, that’s myself.
I: Hi Jeremy, this is Edzia.
Jeremy: Hello there, how’s it going?
I: It’s going good. Thank you for agreeing to talk to us at such short notice.
Jeremy: No problem, I’m delighted.
I: Well, are you ready to talk? Is this a good time?
Jeremy: Yeah it’s fine for me. I’ll popped down to a coffee shop to try and find somewhere that’s quiet enough, loud enough that I can talk because it’s a bit windy and it’s not very good talking outside. So let me know if I need to move or if you can hear me okay if I sit here or if there’s any ambient noise that you need to deal with.
I: Okay, that’s good to know. You’re very clear right now. There is a slight noise in the background but I think my colleague will be able to work that out, out of the transcript…
Jeremy: Okay.
I: …so that it will be easier for us to hear just your voice. But if it gets a little windy, if the noise, the distortion increases then I’ll definitely let you know.
Jeremy: Okay, no problem.
I: So what I thought I would do is just give you a quick overview of what the interview will contain so that you have all these questions kind of, you have the structure in your mind, and then we can go through each of the questions in turn.
Jeremy: Mm-hm.
I: So what I’ll start with is run you very quickly through the consent form and the ethical issues that in fact we’ve already covered in the past and then the structure of the interview itself will contain some questions about the campaign, and then we’ll be talking about your impressions about the campaign and then of course how you voted and why you voted the way that you did. Some of your impressions about the result and then finally looking forward to what’s going to happen next and maybe your impressions or your predictions for the coming months.
I: So in terms of the ethical approval form and the consent form, this interview is going to be covered by the same consent form that you signed in 2015 when we were talking to you in the focus group.
Jeremy: Okay.
I: So if there are any questions that you have about ethical approval, about your consent form and the signature, what we are going to do with the data, please feel free to ask me.
Jeremy: Okay. I’ve no problem.
I: Okay, excellent. You are being recorded on audio, this interview is being recorded and, again, how the data will be used will be in the same manner that the focus group data will be used, obviously all the anonymously and the confidentiality, all of that applies.
Jeremy: No problem.
I: Your payment will be made by cheque and that will have to be processed by the University of Dundee so I’m hoping that all of those processes are completed and that we can send you the cheque… is that okay?
Jeremy: Yeah, that’s no problem.
I: Okay, so that’s it. So, before we start, is there anything that you would like to ask me?
Jeremy: No, I’m happy to crack on.

[bookmark: _Toc525803139]VOTING DECISION
I: Okay. So the first question I have for you is to think back to before the referendum, perhaps to the campaign, or maybe even before that. Can you recall when you made up your mind about how you were going to vote in the referendum? 
Jeremy: I think, as much as I wasn’t 100% sure until maybe a week or so beforehand, I was fairly early on quite confident that I was going to vote to Remain, partially because I always felt that the conversation that’s arisen over the last few years hasn’t been a very enlightened conversation in approach to the EU, it’s a very negative campaign and it’s unfortunately been very driven from a right-wing perspective and from the side of anti-immigration and anti-internationalism as a point. So very early on I just very, very keenly felt that I couldn’t agree with that, that I think that, as much as I still support an independent Scotland, I still think that, as a nation, we should be working with other countries and we should be outward looking and we should be a welcoming country. There were a few things that came up during the campaign such as the Common Agricultural Policy, which was something I wasn’t particularly aware of beforehand and it showed that there were some structural issues and some bureaucratic issues with the EU as a concept. But it was nowhere near strong enough to push me over from my Remain vote.
I: What was it about those issues that made you think twice or at least gave you pause?
Jeremy: I knew beforehand that the CAP payments were quite strongly in favour of farmers in the country, I knew because that issue had come up during the Scottish independence debate but just the idea of how arbitrary some of the decisions are within the EU system and how much certain industries are disproportionately supported and propped up, possibly at the expense of other areas, which I felt was a bit negative. Effectively there’s farmers being paid to keep fields fallow, or they’re being paid not to produce a certain foodstuff, which I thought was not very progressive and not very democratic.
I: Was this the incident or series of incidents that happened the week before the campaign? Because I think you started by saying that something may have happened during the week before the referendum.
Jeremy: Yeah, a few weeks beforehand there was a Pelican book that came out – Pelican? Puffin –  which was literally a potted history of the EU and it was very dry and it described the mechanics of the institution, the history of the institution, its goals and its bureaucracies. It went into quite banal detail about how the EU set up, how it works and what its problems are, which was quite lacking from any of the coverage I’d heard from either side, it was very – previous to that, the Leave camp had effectively been, “Oh no, it’s all terrible, it’s just foreign people coming to steal your benefits” and the Remain camp had been, “oh it’s great, we’ll work together and we’ll save the world”. There was nothing in between of, “this is the structural issues” or “this is the nuts and bolts of it”. So when I read that book, which only came out in June, it did open my eyes to a little more of the technical problems that people could oppose the EU on and it sort of made you think, well there could be a better way. But I then came around and said, well I still think it’s better for us to be in a position within the EU to reform it as opposed to the scorched earth policy of leaving in a very regressive manner.
I: That’s very interesting because you seem to have gone from a position of deciding that you want to Remain, and then coming across facts that made you reconsider that position, and then you kind of moved on to going back to that same position but after having considered these doubts. That’s a really interesting journey, thank you.
Jeremy: I think it was a sort of, better the devil you know sort of position, almost.
I: Mm. Okay.
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I: Coming to the campaign, because you’ve already mentioned some things about the campaign, we’ll go into specifics about the Leave and the Remain camps but, generally speaking, what were your impressions about the overall campaign? Is there anything that stands out in your memory? 
Jeremy: I think just how complacent the mass media have been for the last five, possibly ten years when it’s come to the rise of centre-right Conservative politics, particularly UKIP. The fact that Nigel Farage remains the most invited guest on ‘Question Time’ really shows how much a very fringe opinion has been put front and centre and has been pushed and not been challenged. The Leave campaign, in my opinion, were [talking] down to a very low common denominator, a very dog whistle form of politics, invoking a lot of unspoken or subtle racism and negative imagery, especially with the poster which was literally a copy of Nazi propaganda, you know, this very othering, fearing people coming apparently to the country, despite the fact that on the Continent it had nothing to do with them at all. The fact that they were continually allowed to lie without any proper coverage, and the fact that the main papers with the largest readership in the country, The Sun and The Daily Mail, were supporting that position and were actively encouraging it whilst casting doubts on anything that the Remain camp had to say. I don’t think the Remain argument was anywhere near as strong as it could have been because it had to – it almost had to fight, it almost had to get itself money and fight with the Leave argument, and I don’t think there was enough scope, that they didn’t make a positive case to be honest.
I: How do you think they could have done differently? What could they have done differently?
Jeremy: I don’t know and I think part of the problem is that the Remain camp were heavily led by the government of the day and the civil service of the day, which harbours an institutional position that they have to follow the status quo. That is their position and they have to support what is now, just like with Scottish independence, it’s very much, this is the status quo and this is what we’re protecting here. The fact that it was such a divisive issue internally between the Conservative Party and also internally in Labour meant that there was no strong voice, there was no unified voice and there was no one single argument. The Scottish independence argument was very multifaceted, it appealed to civic nationalism, you could appeal to creatives, you could appeal to the idea of a financial Scotland standing on its two feet, there’s a lot of different approaches you could take with this which works for different people, it could overlap, whereas there’s no – or they’ve certainly not presented – a solid, cogent argument for Remain, apart from the fact of, “oh yeah, things are better”.

[bookmark: _Toc525803141]THE DAY OF THE REFERENDUM
I: Thank you. So you had the campaign and then you had election day. I was wondering if you could tell me your story about that day, the day that you voted. When did you vote, what was your experience, did you watch any of the news coverage after you voted? 
Jeremy: Not especially. I voted early evening, after work, it was about half 6, 7 o’clock, about this time of day actually, I went and voted, just simply because there’s a polling place that’s near my house so it’s easier to do it then. I don’t have broadcast TV, I don’t watch broadcast news, but I do follow The Guardian a couple of times a day, log into Facebook and Twitter, and there are very politicised people that I follow, so I was still aware of it, I was carrying on with it and everybody was Tweeting about it, but there was no especial effort to follow it, there was no – I didn’t watch it as it came in, I didn’t watch any exit polls or I didn’t watch any forecasts above as much as how much I love going to Twitter every half hour anyway!
I: So when did you find out about the result?
Jeremy: The next morning. I think I woke up about 5, I was getting up to do something early and I went and checked online and it was just… many people who I was following who’d commented on it were just absolutely stunned and just utterly surprised by the fact that it had been announced.
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I: After they announced the result, did you follow any of the subsequent coverage? Because I think events moved really fast and... 
Jeremy: Oh very much so, yeah. Every day has been almost like a soap opera in the sense of you just have to literally switch on every day and find out what’s happened that you couldn’t predict happening. The main highlight of that was Nicola Sturgeon’s involvement quite a way on, and how much she came out of it as a very reasonable, solid voice of reason and a very dignified position, as opposed to some of the other leaders who weren’t showing any acumen. You know, Cameron falling on his sword, Jeremy Corbyn still failing to unite the Labour Party and especially the weekend that followed the vote when all the Labour Shadow Cabinet strategically resigned. I happened to be watching a lot of television, I had a captive audience that day and we just watched about four hours of political coverage and it just felt like Westminster was falling in on itself. It just felt like politics was ending, it was just so bizarre seeing this sort of thing happen.
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I: I’m just going to take one step back and ask you about your vote. You’ve already mentioned a little bit about this but I was wondering if you could tell me a little bit more about why you voted to Remain.
Jeremy: I voted to Remain as, I think almost philosophically I just see myself more as a European. I feel that I’m Scottish, I’m part of what I’d like to be an independent Scotland, but it’s a big modern world, it’s a multiconnected world, there’s many cultures, there’s many places, there’s many things, there’s many foods, there’s many opinions, many sciences that are out in the world that we need to share and that, as a global society, we can only progress by working together. And I think leaving the EU would be a massive step back. It shows that we’re not working with people, we don’t want people to work with us. I think economically it would be a bad thing, socially and culturally it would be a bad thing, and I generally thought that it was better to be part of an institution which has problems than to draw a line behind it, open ourselves up to the Conservatives dismantling the welfare state and European human rights, than that prospect.
I: Since the vote and since now it seems like we will be leaving the European Union, how does that affect your identity? Because you’ve said that one of the reasons you may have voted is because you feel like you’re a European. So how would that change?
Jeremy: A lot of people in Scotland who are well off, my friends, my echo chamber in Scotland, were disappointed it happened in the first place, however, at the same time they feel it’s a step towards independence. They feel it’s a step towards, you know, it’s a continual democratic deficit that Scotland gets governments it doesn’t elect, Scotland has decisions it doesn’t vote for, Scotland voted to Remain, that didn’t happen, and it truly shows that, rather than it just being the northern part of the country, politically, culturally and socially Scotland is different to the rest of the UK. But I think we’re still placed to work together with this, however we’re being saddled now with the consequences of votes that we didn’t cast, that we didn’t go for, and it’s reassured me that Scotland is more modern and more progressive than a lot of England is for voting. It makes me quite proud because it makes me think that independence is still possible, another Scotland is still possible.
I: I don’t know if you’ve had a chance to think about this, but what were your impressions about, if you look at the Scottish vote, nearly 40% of the Scottish vote was to Leave.
Jeremy: Yes.
I: So while it is true when you say that Scotland did vote to Remain, there is a sizeable proportion of Scottish voters who voted in the referendum to Leave. I was wondering if you had any opinions about that?
Jeremy: I think that it’s still a valid concern. As much as the Leave camp had a very unpalatable campaign, there is an incredible validity in the working class vote in Scotland and England and Wales who no longer have industry bases, who no longer have as much social cohesion in times like they had before, who are worried about where their jobs are going, are worried about the resources that our country can spend on its hospitals and its schools and its social services and its police and, rightly or wrongly, they feel that their position on that is that leaving the EU and not paying the money that we supposedly pay the EU is better to be invested in the country, as the infamous campaign with £350 million a week to the NHS on the bus was proven to just be a lie, it’s a very strong argument, a very strong argument for people to take. Again, going back to Indy Ref, there was a sizeable proportion who voted No, which I entirely agreed and accepted what their position was, I disagree with them, I think that the other side of the vote is a better answer to the same question, but I can very much understand that people have that opinion.
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I: Thank you. Well, one last question Jeremy. In fact you’ve already touched upon this in terms of the Independence Referendum but, leaving that question aside, if you think about the next few months and also with the pending negotiations with the European Union, what is your assessment of how things are going to go on? 
Jeremy: Ooh, it’d be a braver man than me that tried to make political predictions in this climate! I think that there is a very wide range of things that could happen, which I’d be reticent to predict. There could be a snap election, there could be a snap election that the Tories could win. There could be a snap election that Corbyn could win. At the same time, Corbyn could be out on his backside in a few weeks although I think today, I’m sure we heard on the radio he’s been kept on the ballot for the [leadership of the Labour Party]. There could be a sizeable shift with leftist politics in England, there could be a return to Blairite centrist politics in England, the... It’s very uncertain times and nobody is secure in their jobs, nobody has a safe position, although I don’t see the government falling. I think that Cameron falling on the sword, Osborne falling on his sword and Theresa May who voted to Remain, funnily enough, has ended up as a politician, I think that’s probably going to stabilise the government, although who knows. It’s just one scandal away from an election, I think.
I: In terms of the negotiations with the European Union, do you have any sense of how that might proceed?  
Jeremy: I’d like to think that both parties behind the scenes, they still want business as usual. They still want a stable economy either way. As much as the EU might maybe want Britain just to go out of spite, we’re still a significant trade partner and it’s still in everyone’s interest for reciprocal agreements to come this way. There could be technical agreements that suit both nations, there could be a bit of a political compromise, such as some of the various options and opt-outs that the Scandinavian countries have regarding free access and differences with trade. So I think that, publicly I think there’s probably going to be a relatively firm line from both parties but I think, behind the scenes, they’re probably both going to compromise to get what they want. To try to keep stability and try to make a change that people will buy which doesn’t really change things. Although, having said that, it might go the other way round and the EU might just out of spite not agree to anything, and we might be totally screwed! It’s really hard to tell.
I: Looking ahead, do you feel more optimistic or do you feel more pessimistic about how things are going to go?
Jeremy: A bit of both, I think. It’s very disappointing the way it came about and the vote happened for negative reasons as well. I like to think that it’s inspired a lot of people and I think that, well I know anecdotally, my uncle who was one of the most strongly-held opinion of voting No, has joined the SNP since then. I think the popularity for Jeremy Corbyn and the support that he has between the grassroots Labour people is also very encouraging. It’s re-energising people and showing that, if you want to contribute to this society, you can do so. You can make a difference and your vote can be heard. You don’t have to have the lack of enthusiasm that British politics tends to have, that you defer to the ruling class who know best. They really don’t, they really don’t, and people are realising this. So I think there’s optimism there, but it’s still pretty grim, especially the anti-foreigner sentiment that just went up thousands of percent, which is just shameful.
I: Well on that not so happy note, thank you very much.
Jeremy: It’s a horrible time as well, if you think that this is the four-year anniversary of the Olympic Games, which was a festival of welcoming, of inclusivity, of competition, of contribution, of teamwork, of taking part. And then four years later, we’re in a place where we’re trying to nail the door shut and kick people back out. There’s a horrible, horrible imagery to that.
I: Yeah. Well, yeah. I think I agree with you in terms of it’s a little bit of both and we have to see what happens. Well, thank you so much for…
Jeremy: No problem. It’s a pleasure.
I: This was really, really useful for us, very helpful. We’ll probably be in touch if we get any more money and have the opportunity to do any more focus groups.
Jeremy: Well even if, I’m happy to go on the record and say that, depending on what you’re wanting to talk about, I’m willing to do unpaid work, it’s always a nice little bonus but if I can contribute to the record, I’m happy to do so.
I: Oh, thank you so much. Thank you. That’s really kind. We might take you up on your offer, depending on what our finances look like! So thank you, have a great evening…
Jeremy: You too.
I: …and we’ll be in touch.
Jeremy: No problem, speak to you soon.
I: Yeah, bye.
Jeremy: Thanks, bye.
[ENDS] 
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