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[bookmark: _Toc525897059]INTRODUCTION
I: You have the sheets with the sections before the referendum, referendum results with you, is that what you have in front? 
Walt: Yes, I’ve got the questions: what were your views on Brexit in the lead-up to the election, etc. I’ve got the 7 questions here. Do you want me to start?
I: Yeah, yeah, go ahead. [...] Just go ahead and read out the question, and then yeah, go for it! 
Walt: This is question 1 [...] What were your views on Brexit (the UK leaving the EU) in the lead-up to the election? Well, Kristi, I was always very much against the EU. I’ve never liked it. I wanted us to leave. So I listened to most of the debates, I read all the newspapers just about, but nothing would change my mind: I think Britain is better off outside the European Union. My aversion to EU is... The main thing is its democratic deficiency. It’s not democratic as far as I know. You’ve these five European commissioners and, to the best of my knowledge, they are not elected and they’re not accountable. And that actually is something I dislike completely. For me it’s unacceptable. Immigration, of course, became a big issue, but immigration is not such a big issue in Scotland, for obvious reasons: we’ve not got so many. But I can see that we can’t afford to take in, say, 330.000 a year. That’s just impossible net immigration! We’re a small island. England taken on its own is actually the most densely populated country in Europe, by the way, so we cannot afford this. I mean, Germany is four or five times our area, our size; so is France. It’s easy enough for them to speak, but we’ve not got the room for them -- never mind all the pressure they put on services, etc. So... But that’s not the main issue. My main issue was the democratic deficiency, and the structure of the European Union and Brussels.
I: Were you happy when Cameron announced there would be an up or down vote, way back? When David Cameron announced that there would an in-or-out vote in the referendum, were you quite happy about that?
Walt: Yes. He couldn’t get out of it because... What happened was --I was overseas at the time, but apparently-- Blair promised it and then Brown promised it. Blair went against it, Brown fudged it. You see, the EU used to be the common market [...], but it’s actually changed its nature completely with the treaty of Maastricht and the treaty of... I forget the name of it, another one. But the Danes voted twice, they had two votes. But that [changes?] about certain treaties. And also the Irish voted... This referendum was about going out completely and I think we must get out because it’s changed so radically since it started 40 years ago.
I: What did you talk to your friends about? Did your friends agree with you on that? Or were there a range of opinions?
Walt: I didn’t say much to my friends about the democratic side because, well, to be quite honest, they weren’t too up on that, they weren’t too knowledgeable. It was mostly about immigration actually, most of the people I spoke to who wanted to Leave, they were mostly immigration. I think the politicians have underestimated how people are fearful of this. And America’s got a similar problem, by the way, doesn’t it?

[bookmark: _Toc525897060]LEAVE CAMPAIGN
I: Yeah, there’s definitely a similar conversation to be had on both sides of the Atlantic in this regard. Were you happy with the Leave campaign? What were your thoughts on how they performed in terms of the information they put out and the messages they had? 
Walt: Mixed feelings. I think... I didn’t like them putting that on the side of the bus. “350 million”, obviously it was misleading. Can it be saved and go to the...? I think they shot themselves in the foot there. Because it wasn’t 350 million. Okay, you can work out that if you calculate the rebate and that, you know what you’re saying, but the rebate isn’t certain and how the EU will spend the money isn’t certain. But they should have gotten that [poster?] off the bus. I think both sides told lies anyway. Both sides were misleading. Osborne presented as facts projections; and they were only projections going 20-30 years ahead, maybe, and he presented them as if they were facts, so on the economic side, he said, for example, “a wee family will be 4300 pound less well-off in 2030”. But he didn’t say “in 2030”, he said “they will be less well-off”. [In full stock?] And that’s only a projection! Economists can’t even project ahead 5 minutes sometimes, you know? So they were both guilty of doing it. But I felt sorry for Boris in one debate, because, see, when they picked on him, [and they attacked?] was the man, not the ball. He was debating with Nicola Sturgeon and two other [outers?], I forget the names, one was [Angela Eagles?]. And they both went for him personally, I don’t know if you saw that debate.  
I: No, I didn’t. But you would’ve wanted to see them debate the issues and not just go after obviously a person.
Walt: One remark one of them said was “wouldn’t mind being at a party with you, Boris, but I wouldn’t go home with you in the car afterwards”. That was a cutting remark. And Nicola Sturgeon went on “oh, you’re only here not on conviction but ambition: you want to be the PM. The cause means nothing to you”. That actually may be true, but that wasn’t the issue in the debate.

[bookmark: _Toc525897061]REMAIN CAMPAIGN
I: So you touched on it a little bit, but... Your impressions of the Remain side? You talked about the fact that they don’t have a lot of information, but anything else on your memories? 
Walt: Remain side... I was very impressed with David Cameron in the one debate on TV. He was very aggressive but he was also very good in what he... I think he came out with credit on that. And he was getting attacked by the audience --this is one of the debates that has audience-- and I thought he did very well. [...] I thought he acquitted himself very well. I don’t agree with what he says. And I think he also was a bit economical with the truth on some occasions: he was linking the Remain campaign with British during the War, and this [bulldog stood, ??, Churchill?], etc. I didn’t like him doing that. But I thought he did acquit himself very well under pressure. I respected him for that.

[bookmark: _Toc525897062]LEAVE CAMPAIGN 2
I: Moving on.
Walt: “What do you think were the main messages of the Vote Leave Campaign? How would you rate that campaign?”  
I: We kind of did that one, but is there anything you want to add before we move on?
Walt: Well, they were very patchy on the economic side. They just “we’ll be okay”, that sort of thing as I remember it. They said “we can actually trade with the rest of the World, the commonwealth countries, all the Empire countries”. That was a fact, but they didn’t have much of a plan, I think they were quite weak there. Although it’s understandable because the future is unpredictable, you can’t [game?] the future. And they’re in government, it’s not a manifesto, so it was difficult for them. But I would’ve liked them to try to be a bit more precise on that, but they couldn’t do it.

[bookmark: _Toc525897063]REMAIN CAMPAIGN 2
I: The next on is then about Remain. Are there any outstanding thoughts from the Remain campaign?
Walt: No, not really. As I said, I liked David Cameron, what he said. I didn’t like the personal attacks, we’ve already covered that. And I think when they kept on “we’re safer in the status-quo”. I don’t think they proved that because there’s no such thing as a status-quo, really. If you look at the European Union, that’s in a state of, well, I don’t know, I want to say “meltdown”; but it’s in a very precarious situation I think. And we look at how they’ve treated Greece; well, Greece, in a way, they were very extravagant, there’s a lot of aspects to that, angles to that story. But yeah, I think they’re calling on the status-quo to be stronger, and also they were fearful of Scotland asking for independence, which actually turned out to be true: Nicola Sturgeon didn’t waste any time, did she?
I: During that day, six hours after the results, I think, is when she went on television?
Walt: Yeah, she didn’t waste any time. [...] I think they played on the fear. They were accused of scare-mongering. And they pulled in all these experts: IMF, even they got Mark Carney from the bank -- which was wrong, the Bank of England; he shouldn’t have got involved in it at all-- and the other side --the Leave side-- responded by sort of disparaging experts. So it was a bit of a ding-dong there. Experts... Can’t always be right. And experts also have their vested interests, by the way. The Organisation for Economic Development, whatever they call it; they’ve got a vested interest in staying in. And a lot of the businessmen they wheeled out too, you know, big business came out on their side. And it turned out that some of that was a bit fraudulent, and that was Cameron too. Because some of the businessmen, he was actually canvassing them to “come out on our side, on the Remain side, and we’ll look out for you later”. That was the implication. It wasn’t all that, but that was a lot of people... Well I did anyway, I thought maybe that was a bit shifty, a bit dodgy. I don’t know if you remember that.
I: Obviously with London and the City, anyone who comes out of that industry is going to be looking at it from a position of preserving their own job.
Walt: Correct. And also with the military too, he got one general --they all signed a letter saying we must stay in-- but one general said “I didn’t even know my name was on that letter”, do you know? So it was a bit funny that.
I: Yeah, and you think immediately, “how many other people don’t know that they’re on this letter”?
Walt: Correct. And there was one of the Soames brothers, [here’s] [grandchildren] of Winston Churchill. He was sort of promised some... He does sort of work for the government in the prisons, he supplies the prisons, and he was promised more stuff... You know, that sounds a bit dodgy to me. But on the whole, I would say the Remain campaign was less passionate than the Leave campaign. That was something that... Well I think it surprised everybody, didn’t it? The passion of the Leave side. And that final debate when Boris brought the [house] down when he said “We’ll call this day the Independence Day” and everyone went hit the roof -- raised the roof. That shows that people have got a lot of frustration inside them, and I see something similar with Donald Trump, by the way, and his deal. So it’s a bit dangerous, maybe charismatic leaders are not a good thing because Hitler was charismatic apparently, so maybe we should cool our passions down.
I: It sounds like people felt that there weren’t a lot of facts that were easy to get, so people sometimes struggled with making a decision because they were being told things on both sides and they weren’t quite sure what information should be used.
Walt: It was. We had to simplify it, we had to simplify it for our own sakes, because there were compelling arguments on both sides. And so the appeal to nation, to independence, to nationality, patriotism is very strong. I think it’s strong in the US too. As it is in Scotland sometimes, although I’m Scottish and I’m British, I consider myself British, but not everyone does that, do they?

[bookmark: _Toc525897064]THE DAY OF THE REFERENDUM
I: Yeah, we saw that before. So tell me a bit about your election day. When did you go? Was it busy? Did you go to bed before the results or did you stay up to watch? 
Walt: Oh no, I like to get my beauty sleep! I went in at about 7 o’clock because I go for a swim, so I went to the, just around a corner there’s a church here, I just put my vote in. I didn’t actually get a postal card, but I’ve got my card from before, so I just voted then. It was very quiet. I went in very early, just after it opened.  
I: Then you got your beauty sleep. And the next day you turned on your radio or the TV or what?
Walt: I got the surprise of my life. Because I thought we were gone, I felt we would lose. I felt just before that lady, Jo Cox, got murdered, in Yorkshire, I think we were gaining momentum. And I remember one poll showed the Leave campaign 6, 7 points ahead. But then it was a lull, of course, I respect it, they stopped everything for three days. And she of course was a Remain voter and the idiot who killed her was [I think an artist], so I thought that would actually kind of botch our campaign. But it didn’t. And even in her own constituency, in Yorkshire, by the way, people there loved her very much apparently, but they voted overwhelmingly to go out. And that’s another point, Kristi: you will note that the North and Middle of England voted overwhelmingly to get out of Europe, and that surprised me. I couldn’t believe that. And these are, basically, I think, the demography is working class people, who are on benefits or have got very poor jobs. And that’s where the immigration comes from. I think most people have already worked out something like that.
I: Once I saw the Newcastle results, and the Sunderland results, I said “Wow, this is not going to be a close race at all”.
Walt: Yeah. Doncaster: 70% out. Hartlepool: 70% out. Boston: 75% out. Boston has got one of the highest proportions of immigrant populations. So it is definitely, this is pivotal. Scotland was, I think, 62% in, but we’ve not got a problem of that magnitude.
I: So you voted Leave, how did you feel emotionally?
Walt: I was pleased, I was delighted. But then of course, we’ve got a rocky road ahead, haven’t we?, there’s a lot to be done. And I think... We are talking about the referendum as an exercise in direct democracy, but we’ve not got direct democracy: we’ve got parliamentary democracy, flawed as it is. And these MPs might try to get away with not pushing the button for Brexit, article 50, you know what I mean? I think they’re going to try to get out of it or get a new run. They did that in [?? audio is unclear / omitted], they had two runs till they got the result they want. We’ll see what happens. I’m a bit fearful. But I think we should stick to our guns and get out. How do you feel?
I: For me it was just a little bit of a political bomb going off: I had to reorient my sense of Britain’s location in Europe. And the question I was going to ask: after the results, knowing this could happen, do you feel a bit freer? Do you feel the end of that EU imposition is near? Or are you too cautious to feel that way?
Walt: I’m going to give you a Churchill quote: “this is not the end, this is not even the beginning of the end; it’s just the end of the beginning”. That’s what Churchill said after the Battle of Britain. It’s the beginning -- we’ve got a lot of problems ahead, that’s all I’m saying. And in voting to go out, we’ve also defied your boss, Barack Obama, and also Peter Mandelson we’ve defied, and even David Beckham wanted to stay in! So it takes a lot of courage to go against those guys, doesn’t it?
I: So you didn’t have much elation or celebration. You were just sort of like “oh, yeah, we won, now we have all this work to do”.
Walt: Definitely it’s the beginning. They’ve got to negotiate well. I agree with [Michael Gove] that Boris might not be the man for the job. But they’ve known each other for twenty, thirty years. I think Gove was very disingenuous, you couldn’t have suddenly known that Boris wasn’t the man for the job. And he wasn’t getting it either. You know we’re gonna be ruled by women? Hillary Clinton is almost certainly gonna get the presidency, I’m sure; we’ve three leaders here, Ruth Davidson, Nicola Sturgeon and Kezia Dugdale -- they head the main parties here. Now we’re gonna have a prime minister that’s probably gonna be Theresa May. So you guys have got everything going for you!
I: [...]
Walt: And of course we’ve got Angela Merkel there. But anyway.

[bookmark: _Toc525897065]SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL CHANGE
I: Yeah, the Conservative party, the state of the Conservative party, since we’re talking about it. Were you disappointed that Cameron stepped down? 
Walt: No, I think he had to go. i think what’s happening now --and even with George Osborne, last week Friday, saying he wouldn’t try to keep the books balanced... He could never have balanced the books anyway! He mustn’t put this at the door of Brexit. The big danger is...If we let out Michael Heseltine, he’s very fanatically pro-Euro, and I’m reading him all the time. And he’s saying gloom-and-doom, and we’re destroyed. Also Neil Kinnock, him and his wife made a fat living off the EU. [If you’re a politician??], you get a fat pension and Britain is destroyed. Stuff like this can be self-fulfilling, and they must actually stand back a bit and let people get on with it that want to change things. And that was Barack Obama’s slogan when he got elected, his first time as US president: you voted for change, “we can change”, remember?
I: Yeah, “hope and change”.
Walt: And I think the BBC and the media must stop bringing Heseltine out and Kinnock out of the cupboards, they must go back there! One thing I have not said is the expense of keeping these people in Brussels and all the armies of civil servants that cost a fortune. And they’ve got to move from Brussels to Strasbourg once a month for a week to satisfy the “amour propre” of the French. And that costs about 150 million a year. That is ridiculous, quite frankly. And I think this guy Juncker has got his personal check in that. They do pretty well! It’s like this guy Sepp Blatter in the UEFA. I don’t trust any of them. And there’s corruption! I don’t think the EU’s books have been audited or signed off for six years --I don’t know if that’s true, but I’ve heard that-- because there’s so much stuff going on that no one can verify.
I: Do you think that the turmoil in the Conservative party will sort itself out?
Walt: No, I think the Labour party has bigger problems. No, the Conservative party will sort itself out, I’m sure it will. I think the Labour party is in bigger trouble because I think the extreme left has taken over. And they will vote Corbyn and I think Corbyn is a bit of a throwback to be honest. A lot of people think he’s refreshing and honest, but I don’t think so: he’s no saint, that guy. Definitely not a saint. He is a Marxist, I don’t think the Americans would like him very well!
I: You see the Labour problem as more problematic than the Conservative Party?
Walt: The Conservative Party... I don’t think it’s gonna tear itself apart. I think it’ll be okay. I think Theresa May, she’ll be a good Conservative candidate and she’ll get [their thing?]. And from what she’s speaking now, although she voted Remain, she wanted Remain; I think she’ll be okay. She’s been there 6 years as Home Secretary, which is a very taxing job; she’s done well. I think she’ll steer the ship okay. The thing I’m mostly worried about in parliament is the parliamentarians, the MPs themselves will try to avoid Brexit. The majority of them are against Brexit. And they don’t even have to, they’re not legally obliged to follow that mandate, by the way, as you know, from the referendum. Most people think that Cameron was a fool for going for this referendum, for direct democracy. We can’t expect them to do everything we want; that’s why we have a parliamentary democracy. Which is very flawed in itself, its proportional representation, first past the post... Anyway, there’s a lot of issues there, isn’t there?
I: We touched on it earlier but I wanted to make sure we brought it back: the reaction of Nicola Sturgeon and the things that are happening in Scotland. So what’s your take on Scotland, the result and what you’ve heard being talked about about the attempts to keep Scotland in the EU?
Walt: Well, most of the people I know usually go to the leisure centre there. Nearly every one of them voted Brexit. And most... Some of them even supported SNP for independence before and are not turning to... I don’t know, I guess not SNP anymore. They don’t want to leave the European Union to break up [the UK], and I don’t think they quite believe... I think Nicola Sturgeon is being opportunistic here. Okay, she said she wanted us to remain in Europe. The fact that we voted to go out, I think she’s... Well, that’s what she’s got to do, say “this is unacceptable, this is a material difference, and now we must go”. But she’s not gonna get any... She got [shortshift?] from Brussels, she went there last week, didn’t she? They were very nice and polite to her. But she’s gonna get it. There’s this Spanish guy who’s fighting about Catalonia, he said “forget it, you’re part of the UK, as part of the UK if they’re out, you’re out”. She’s not gonna get it! And I think she’s scared. Because if she has another independence referendum here in the next year or two she might not win it. Because the fact is things have changed a lot: the price of oil has gone down, that’ll affect --by 50% more!-- that’ll affect Scotland’s independence, the economic stability, or, what’s the word?, sustainability. That’s one thing that’s changed a lot. And I think other things have changed too. But we’ll see. I don’t think she’ll get it.
I: I’m gonna stop making predictions [...] because I get them wrong.
Walt: Well that’s the same as the polls. The polls are getting it wrong all the time! The polls have... Nigel Farage has just said on the radio that he’s resigning, by the way, stepping down. He actually --just said it on radio news, just now-- he says this time it’s definite. He’s got his wish, he wanted Britain to get out of Europe, he’s got his wish and now he’s leaving. 
I: I haven’t even got that far yet! 
Walt: It’s breaking news.

[bookmark: _Toc525897066]LOOKING AHEAD
I: We were on the bit about Scotland, but if you wanna talk a bit about Farage... We’ve covered all the stuff, so this is just a chat and I’ll ask about how you feel about the future too. But yeah, how do you feel about Farage stepping down?
Walt: I’m positive about the future, for Scotland if it stays in the UK and for the UK if we push ahead with this. And it won’t be easy. You know, everyone’s talking... What’s happening to Europe is that it’s becoming a United States of Europe. First of all it was just the common market, it was just a free trade area. Then it became a monetary area, with the EU currency. Now they’re controlling fiscal policy: Greece and other countries have got to clear their budgets with Brussels, really Germany, before they go ahead. Austerity measures are being imposed unilaterally on other countries by the central powers. That is my main objection to the EU -- I’m just recapping, that’s my main objection to the EU. I don’t want this identity, for what it’s worth, to disappear. I like Europe, I like European literature and art and I visit Europe. I’m not against Europe as such; I’m against the European Union. And the famous immigration... Lots of people will say the people who voted... We’re all racist and that. That’s sheer nonsense! It’s putting everyone on a guilt-trip who doesn’t agree with you. And that’s the game they played too in that campaign. And if in the future we can keep the Kinnocks and the Heseltines --and George Osborne’s got to go-- if we keep them out, we can do very well. Because the fact is, because we’re out now, we don’t stop trading, we don’t need the official ratified deal to keep on trading with Europe, or to trade with New Zealand, for example. Actually we can’t do a deal with New Zealand without the permission of the EU the way thing’s stand. I think the setters are off and I think, God Willing, we’ll do well.
I: This gave us more depth about the democratic deficit.
Walt: Like America, in God We Trust in the end. I think we all work backwards from our gut reaction. And my gut reaction to Scottish independence was “no”. My gut reaction to independence from Europe was “Yes”. And then I work back and justify. I’m aware that we all do, that most of us do that. It’s an instinctive thing, isn’t it?
I: Yeah, we feel first and then we try to explain why we feel that way.
Walt: Yeah. David Hume said that, Scottish philosopher. [...] I would recommend him to you.

[bookmark: _Toc525897067]ANY OTHER COMMENTS
I: Well I think we’ve covered everything. [...] Your positive outlook is going to be so valuable.
Walt: I hope I’ve given you some insight into how people like me think, why we want to Leave. And I feel passionate about it, I feel strongly about it. And that was coming out in the debates too.
I: I think it’s too easy to say “it was all about immigration and people who voted to leave are just racist”.  
Walt: I feel offended. I feel like that’s very offensive.
I: So to hear you give your arguments and explain, that’s gonna be preserved forever. At least on my side, there’s less on why people voted Leave and why they are happy with the result and what they hope for going forward.
Walt: It’s been very divisive. It’s been like opening Pandora’s box. And like the Scottish independence referendum, I don’t think that what has happened...  It has gone very deeply into psyche if you like. And it’s gonna take a long time to heal. And the ones who lead us must be able to look after both sides, I think. Same in Scotland. But unfortunately the SNP will not let this independence thing go. They’re like a dog [...] a bone. But anyway.
I: Thank you so much for this. 
Walt: Thanks very much.
[ENDS]
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