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Date of interview: 21 July 2016
Interviewer: Dr. Thom Oliver
Interviewee:
	2016 Alias
	Sex
	Special Category
	Age group
	Supporter
	Party
	Strength
	Constituency
	2016 vote 
	2015 vote preference
	2014 vote
	2010 Vote preference

	Damian
	M
	N
	49-56
	N
	NA
	NA
	Cardiff Central
	Remain
	Y, not which party
	
NA
	NA
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Damian: Damian.
I: Hi there Damian, it’s Thom Oliver calling from the Qualitative Election Study of Britain.
Damian: Hello Thom, hi how are you?
I: I’m good thank you. Would now be a good time to do a half an hour interview?
Damian: Yes that’s fine.
I: Brilliant. Well first of all, thanks for agreeing to be interviewed.
Damian: No problem.
I: In terms of the ethical approval, that should be covered under the previous consent form which I believe you signed in April, May last year, but do you have any more questions about the process or the materials that we’re collecting?
Damian: No, no, that’s fine.
I: That’s great. Is it okay for me to record this interview for that?
Damian: Yeah.
I: Thanks very much, I’ll press that now. Okay so the payment’s £10, it’ll be by cheque but it’s obviously got to go through the various cogs of Dundee University to get that sorted. Can I just confirm that the name on the cheque just needs to be [surname]?
Damian: Yeah, it’s [**].
I: Brilliant, we’ll make sure that’s done for you. So in terms of the structure of the interview, we’ll start by talking about the referendum campaign, how and why you decided to vote, where you did, and then talk about it the result and then, obviously what’s happened after because we’ve got lots of change in the UK politics since the result. Okay? 
Damian: Yeah.

[bookmark: _Toc525805975]VOTING DECISION
I: So, thinking back before the referendum, do you recall when you made your mind up to vote as to how you were going to vote and what do you remember about that, how long ago did you make your mind up? 
Damian: It was… uh wasn’t really a conscious decision actually in some respects, because I’d always just kind of assumed that we would remain in Europe because it was the, you know, it seemed to be the way that the UK was heading and the world was heading, in terms of actually sort of trying to live together and pull together. So I didn’t actually sort of sit down and think, oh I wonder which way I’m going to vote, I always just thought it was so obvious we’re going to vote to remain in Europe. That was the kind of feeling I had about it.
I: So you had that feeling for a long time, that it was the sensible, kind of right thing to do?
Damian: Yeah. Yeah.
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I: Okay, so if we think about the campaign itself, it went on for quite a long time, what things stand out in your memory about the overall campaign itself? 
Damian: Certainly the way the different campaigns actually set themselves up. Initially, obviously the Leave campaign seemed to be quite disorganised. They spent a bit of time actually trying to decide who was actually going to be leading it and what the key messages were going to be, whereas the Remain team seemed to be quite certain about how they were going to progress the campaign, which was very much based on economics and how much it would hurt us if we actually left the EU from an economic perspective. The Leave campaign then seemed to progress from being fairly disorganised and having multiple messages to really sort of moving away from having almost like a coherent sort of message in specifics other than, “Take Back Control”, and much more almost giving the potential electorates the kind of message that they thought the electorate would be most responsive to. So I think in different scenarios they would maybe push the immigration aspect or another aspect, so it could be bureaucracy, and it just seemed to be, it was almost like wherever you came from, whichever button it would be effective being pressed, they would actually press it. But then I think without necessarily being too specific about it. So if they were ever actually sort of clear questions on any of the assertions they were actually making they could, I felt they would kind of backtrack from it and say, oh it doesn’t really matter because, you know, “Take Back Control”! {laughs} It was very difficult to actually pin them down, I thought.
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I: Okay, so it’s that multifaceted message that they had that was facing in different generations that stood out. Were there any particular personalities, whether they be politicians or otherwise, that stood out from the campaign? 
Damian: On the Leave side obviously there’s Boris Johnson, Michael Gove and Nigel Farage. Then you had, I’m trying to remember the guy’s name actually, they had quite a few of the kind of Tory old guard, that seemed to be having their day if you like, the ones that were fighting to withdraw from Europe. From the Remain camp, Cameron and Osborne seemed to be the two main sort of people involved in that side of it.
I: How do you think they performed for their respective sides? Were they getting the message out or being media-savvy, or being in the right place at the right time?
Damian: I think from a media point of view, the populism point of view, the Leave campaign seemed to be much more media-savvy and much more, they seemed to have a much closer and more direct link with the population, whereas the Remain camp just seemed to be very persistent about their core message about the economy and the harm it would do to us if we didn’t stay in, which I think people kind of switched off after a time because it was just like, well, what can you say about it, it’s not really making the juicy stuff really! It’s almost like they were trying to do a hearts and minds thing and they’d done very much, the Leave campaign were going for the hearts aspect of it whereas the Remain campaign were very much stating, you know, this is the logical, sort of sensible approach to take.
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I: Okay. You spoke there about the Leave campaign starting off badly, then evolving and getting its message right. Is that something that you’re kind of hinting toward, the Remain campaign was a bit static in terms of not changing the message? Do you think that their campaign evolved or improved, or got worse as it went along? 
Damian: I think their effectiveness of it probably got worse because they stuck to the core message. It didn’t change, people kind of got bored with it and just switched off, so the effectiveness of the Remain campaign just listening to… you’d have an initial peak saying a lot of people were thinking of [**] because it would cost the economy and it’s a personal impacts but then if you keep saying that for two or three months, however long the campaign actually lasted, people just switched off and then, perhaps, became more receptive to the immigration message and the kind of populist message of “Take Back Control” from the Leave side.
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I: That’s it. You spoke about the “Take Back Control” line, were there any top-line messages from either side that you think particularly either stood out or were particularly successful, in terms of both slogans and policies? 
Damian: Well, “Take Back Control” was obviously a parallel with American Trump, with his “Make America Great”, it’s just that kind of, it means nothing but it kind of makes people feel quite good, even though it’s kind of meaningless! {laughs} I can’t actually remember any core message from the Remain camp.
I: Which is probably telling!
Damian: Yeah, indeed.
I: In terms of headline policy statements or anything like that from either side, was there anything that you thought either particularly stood out or particularly played out quite well?
Damian: Well, I mean the thing from the Leave side as well for me, when they had their old bus with the £300-odd million, some kind of money that’s getting given to Europe stands out, probably from the wrong reasons, just in terms of how it doesn’t really stand up, especially when you sort of… but it didn’t seem to matter. That to me was quite interesting, in that when you kind of move to a message of populism, rather than anything that was going to be able to stand up to scrutiny, it doesn’t really matter about whether what you’re saying is factually correct or not.
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I: That’s it. Moving onto the day of the referendum itself, thinking back to that day, can you tell a story about your day? When did you vote, how was the experience of voting and did you watch the news coverage in the evening, for example? 
Damian: Yeah, I voted fairly early in the day. It’s usually straightforward, I had no problems with that. Quite apprehensive because, by that time, well, at the beginning of the campaign I thought the decision is obviously, you know, it’s a bit of a risk but the campaign’s going to go and we’ll vote to stay and then that’ll be it settled. But, by the time the referendum day came up it was, I felt quite apprehensive about what the result was actually going to be, given the way that the campaigns had been run and, you know, what was being reported in the media. I didn’t stay up because I understood that it wasn’t like a general election where you’d actually progressively sort of find out how the votes were going, and I woke up fairly early the following morning and heard the news pretty early on, and it wasn’t a good day, to be honest!
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I: To follow up those questions, you’ve talked about it a bit, but the next question is, can you tell me a bit about how you decided to vote and the reasons you decided to vote in this way? You spoke earlier about it being a natural choice. Is there a little more there about that?
Damian: Yeah. I suppose if I sort of step back and think about it, although the economy was very strong, that wouldn’t have been my primary reason, it was more sort of cultural, social, political, it’s being more internationalist, being involved in the external world rather than trying to sort of withdraw from the outside world. So that’s really the sense of why I would have thought just to remain within Europe. But we voted to withdraw.
I: Excellent. When you did wake up that next morning and learn of the result, what were your initial thoughts and was it a shock? Obviously you were talking about things getting a bit tense and not knowing which way it was going to go, was it a surprise? What was your gut reaction when you saw the result?
Damian: It was not exactly a surprise but I kind of felt sick actually. It really kind of hit me more emotionally than some of the, like say a general election or anything like that. It did actually make me think, you know, this is really a bad thing that’s happened. And then it was a kind of disbelief that there were so many people in the country who would actually want to vote against remaining in Europe and I couldn’t really understand why people would vote that way.
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I: Okay so moving onto reflecting back on the referendum itself, and going forward, thinking about the next few months and the pending negotiations with the EU, what is your assessment of, or predications of how things might go? 
Damian: I’ve absolutely no idea. One of the big things actually about having the country taking such a major decision like this, it’s not so much the… well it’s the fact we can’t predict the outcomes, it’s the unintended consequences of these things. We just don’t know what’s going to happen. So it could all turn out fine or it could turn out completely disastrous, and it’s the risk attached to the shock to the status quo such a major [**] that really concerns me.
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I: That’s it, and talking about risk and things, since the referendum result there’s been a huge amount of change in our domestic politics as well, with David Cameron resigning, the tensions in the Labour Party and the leadership challenge, Theresa May being in a leadership contest and then them dropping out and her becoming Prime Minister. The first question is, do you think Cameron was right to resign and step out of the picture following the result?  
Damian: Definitely. I mean, he had nowhere to go, basically. He’s more or less entirely to blame for actually having a referendum in the first place. It’s just for, in my view politically speaking, since before the last general election. So there was no way that he could sensibly remain as Prime Minister from the way the vote had actually gone. He had no support either the Remainers or the Leavers because the Remainers were blaming him for having the referendum in the first place and the Leavers would say, well what are you doing? You’ve got no mandate to actually push this through onto the next phase.
I: Theresa May was initially on the Remain side during the referendum, although how vociferously that was is a matter of contention. She’s now the leader of this so-called Brexit Government and has appointed a lot of key people from the Brexit side of the argument to key posts, so you’ve got Boris Johnson and Liam Fox for example, going to those posts. Do you think she’ll be able to now deliver on the result of that referendum?
Damian: Well it’s interesting to actually see what she’s been saying, I mean, she’s saying “Brexit means Brexit”. But what does Brexit mean? Just sort of saying that one word means the same word isn’t actually defining what it’s actually about. I’ll be interested to see how she manages to corral the sort of David Davies and Liam Foxes of the Tory Party because I think they’ve got their own agendas and they’re maybe still wanting to push things a bit further and faster than maybe Theresa May wants to. The big shock to me, because I was actually quite, I thought that Theresa May was one of the better options available for the Tory leadership, I thought she was probably going to be the strongest one, it’s almost like one of the grown-ups, if you like. But when she wanted Boris Johnson as Foreign Secretary it was a real kind of shocking moment! {laughs} Because when Boris Johnson withdrew, I thought that was democracy starting to work again. The fact that he wouldn’t be able to – because of his nature and his history and everything else, you know – he wouldn’t be able to command a senior position in politics on a national level.
I: That’s it. Obviously Theresa May was selected by the Conservative Party and is now Prime Minister of the country, there’s talk in various parts of the UK that she should now call a general election, she doesn’t have a mandate from the general electorate. What are your thoughts on that idea?
Damian: Yeah, well it’s an interesting time to be in politics because it’s a parliamentary democracy that we have and we appoint MPs to actually make these sort of decisions on our behalf. It’s not our… we don’t have to have referendums for every single decision. So that’s on one point. On the other side, we could almost be, it’s not so much Theresa May’s being Prime Minister, it’s almost a case of, let’s have a general election whether we want to, {laughs} whether we want to withdraw from Europe. Because that’s probably the bigger issue than our MPs deciding to vote for the leader of their own party.
I: I think Tim Farron, the leader of the Liberal Democrats, has said that the Liberal Democrats would stand on a platform of having a second referendum if they were elected into power. I think Owen Smith, one of the contenders or the contender up against Jeremy Corbyn has also suggested something of a similar ilk. Do you think that’s a positive step from politicians, to offer that platform of another vote, or do you think – a lot of people are saying that that’s an undemocratic stance?
Damian: I wouldn’t say it’s undemocratic but it really depends on how they frame it, because what people don’t want to do is kind of go through the whole rigmarole again of just rehashing the same arguments about whether we should stay in or leave. It’s a bit of a tricky one really because it’s almost too late. The cat’s out of the bag if you like, and the people have voted to actually leave Europe would be pushed almost into an extreme position if that was overturned. It’s almost like we’re in this situation, we can’t sort of really wind it back and go back to where we were before because it’s already gone beyond that.
I: Do you think that was partly due to the nature of the campaign itself? Because obviously it was quite a divisive campaign at times?
Damian: Yeah, I don’t know actually, because I don’t know whether it was just unleashed some sort of part of the national society, some people hardly researched the kind of, I don’t know, a bit of a racist undercurrent or… I don’t know. It’s just a bit disturbing to be honest and I’m not really sure how it’s actually going to pan out. I mean, you hear reports about increases in racial abuse and all that kind of stuff and it’s really quite concerning.
I: Absolutely. Moving onto the Labour Party, obviously we’ve got a leadership challenge there with Owen Smith going up against Jeremy Corbyn. What are your opinions on Jeremy Corbyn as a character, as a politician, as leader of the Labour Party and of the overall leadership challenge that he’s now facing?
Damian: I’m sure he’s a decent sort of principled guy, but I wouldn’t see him as being the Prime Minister and, in terms of being a leader, it’s difficult to see him as their leader. I think that there’s more to leadership than just being principled. As far as the… sorry, what were the questions now? {laughs}
I: Just generally your opinions on both Jeremy Corbyn and then the wider leadership challenge and where that’s come from. You can talk about Momentum, I think they’ve just closed the new membership party and they’ve happily found more members joining, so they can vote in this contest.
Damian: Yeah. It goes back a little bit to what democracy’s about, where Jeremy Corbyn’s mandate is based on the membership of the Labour Party, whereas the Labour MPs in parliament, their mandate is from the general population. So it’s not just the more kind of radical or the people that are more interested in politics, it’s the general population that their mandate comes from. At the end of the day, as I say, we are a parliamentary democracy so the mandate from the Labour MPs should be greater than the mandate from a small number of the general population, even though they’re all Labour Party supporters. So I think that kind of basic argument that Jeremy Corbyn’s pushing in terms of being democratically elected and his mandate is greater than anybody else’s is really kind of false. It’s quite worrying from a general point of view because, if you’ve got a Labour Party which is sliding further and further to the left and a Conservative Party that’s sliding further and further to the right, it becomes – it moves away from the kind of centrist approach that we’ve enjoyed for the last few decades and then it gets, you end up harking back to the 1960s, well ’70s and ’80s perhaps, with, you know, some of the Thatcher type thing where you end up with this more extreme politics and that becomes much more divisive.
I: Would you sense that they’re kind of creating a vacuum in the centre? Is that something that, if Corbyn wins the Labour Party could split, that could be filled by one half of the non-Corbynite faction in the Labour Party? Do you think they would try and anchor what is effectively an SDP Mark 2 or something similar? Do you think that would be an electable force?
Damian: Yeah, it could be but if we look back to history then it doesn’t seem to, I think what tends to happen is that people see all these big ructions when – I mean, it didn’t work in the, it was the ’80s I suppose, when the SDP was going on and then Liberal Democrats never managed to actually sort of break through other than, well I suppose you could argue the coalition was a bit of a breakthrough but it was still the two main parties were Labour and Conservative, but if Labour sort of continues to move away from the centre as radically as they seem to be, and they don’t have a Kinnock type character who’s actually prepared to, or and able to, fight them off as he did in the ’80s, it could well be that the kind of fight for Labour, the identity of Labour is just going to be the core fight, or the key fight. So you end up with a kind of splinter almost of the Labour Party going off to the left wing and then the kind of centrist or left-of-centre Labour Party remaining still as Labour but under a different banner or something. I’m just really not sure how it’s going to work!
I: I don’t think anyone does, to be honest. That’s one of the big questions I think we’re all asking at the moment. Just thinking about Jeremy Corbyn still, I’ll just dig into something you said earlier, when you said he was a conviction politician, we don’t have many conviction politicians in UK politics, do you think there are conviction politicians either now or any more, or have been in the past?
Damian: Yeah, I think so, because certainly you could argue that a lot of the Leave politicians have held strongly-held convictions about leaving Europe for decades and there’s nothing... it’s good to have principles and it’s good to have convictions but there’s equally nothing wrong with being pragmatic and actually working progressively in a direction towards your convictions, rather than actually just saying constantly, this is my conviction, I’m not going to bend. The other aspect to it as well is, in terms of Jeremy Corbyn’s sort of background is very much a case of protests and campaigns to do certain things. It seems almost like the ambition is just to protest and have campaigns, rather than to actually have ambitions for power and actually change things.
I: Since the referendum result, do you think the attitudes of the other European countries and their citizens towards Britain, do you think their attitudes will change towards us following our result?
Damian: I think inevitably, yeah. I mean, I’d imagine that people overseas will be sort of looking at us as being very inward-looking and with a Little Englander sort of approach to things and I suspect that quite a few of the European politicians are a bit concerned, because of the rise of populism and how that could impact on their own democracies.
I: Do you think that this Brexit vote could potentially spell the end of the Union, the institution? Do you think other countries’ movements are going to demand similar votes and it might mean the end of the EU itself?
Damian: It could well do. I mean, this is what I was saying about unintended consequences. You just don’t know how it’s going to work. It could work that way or it could encourage the EU to actually pay more attention to the general population and what their needs actually are, not just in an economic sense but in a more emotional sense.
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I: That’s it. I think that’s virtually all the questions I have, actually, so just if there’s anything else you’d like to add about either the referendum campaign or what’s happening in domestic politics at the moment, or any questions about the research, feel free to ask away. 
Damian: What’s the outcome of this research? Is there going to be a paper or a report or something?
I: Yeah, hopefully. Basically, what we’re able to do, because Edzia and Kristi got some money from an organisation called the British Academy, which was to do the last election cycle, and we just suddenly found out we had a small pocket of money left from that funding that needed spending. So we thought very quickly if we can get out to our panel of potential interviewees and just talk about the Brexit referendum, we can kind of get some data and it’s another interesting data point in our dataset really. Because, as people participate over time, we can track different election cycles and changes and things, so it was really too good an opportunity, (1) not to make sure that we’d spend the money that Kristi and Edzia had won, but also to try and capture this very changeable moment in British politics. Ultimately we’re going and try and turn something around quite quickly, in terms of the paper, because we’re trying to get a balance of people that voted In and Out, and across the various demographics of our subset of participants, so it was too good an opportunity to capture what was going on. So we thought we’d lean on our panellists and see if they were available, and thankfully loads of people have come back, so we’re doing these interviews.
Damian: Good, good. Okay, if there is any output, would it be possible to actually get a copy of it?
I: Very much so. What we’ll do is, obviously we’ll complete the data collection cycle then, in terms of anything we produce, I’ll make sure that myself, Edzia and Kristi forward that to all our participants. We try and keep people in the loop because people are part of this panel now so, if people are available throughout election cycles, you know they can input again and, obviously the big thing about research is we want to feed it back to our participants as much as we want to feed it other audiences. Because, you’ve given up your time to take part so yeah, we will definitely circulate that to everybody that we’ve got emails for to say this has come out, you might want to read this. Whether it be an academic paper or a policy report or any kind of talks and things we’re doing around the data as well.
Damian: Good, good. Right, well good luck with it.
I: That’s great. Well, thank you for your time, Damian. We will get that cheque to you but it’s going to take probably a while to get through the cogs of the university system, but we’ll get that to you as soon as we can.
Damian: That’s great. Okay, thanks a lot, Thom.
I: Cheers.
Damian: Cheers now. Bye.
[ENDS]
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