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Introduction

You are invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide, you need to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve for you. Please take the time to read the following information carefully. Talk to others about the study if you wish.

Please ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Who is organising and funding the study?

Data and Displacement is a research project led by University of Warwick (UK), involving researchers from the University of Ibadan (Nigeria), the University of Juba (South Sudan), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). The research is jointly funded by the UK Arts and Humanities Council (AHRC) and the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), under the Collaborative Humanitarian Protection Programme.

What is the study about?

Data and Displacement assesses the data-based humanitarian targeting of assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs) in northern Nigeria and South Sudan. It examines the production and use of data targeting processes in each case and focuses on the operational and ethical challenges that arise in the collection and use of large-scale data.

What would taking part involve?

We would like to interview you as part of our research. This will involve a face-to-face or online/telephone meeting with our researcher, who will ask you a series of questions about your role and your perspective on data-driven humanitarian assistance. The interview will last between approximately 45-90 minutes, depending on the level of detail you provide. This will be a one-off interview, which with your permission we would audio record in order to ensure the accuracy of our analysis. 

Do I have to take part?

No. Participation in this study is completely voluntary and choosing not to take part will not affect you in any way. You can also choose to withdraw your participation shortly after the interview without giving a reason, by contacting one of the research team. Further details about withdrawing from the study are provided later on in this document. 

What are the possible benefits of taking part in this study?

You will not receive any direct or personal benefits for taking part in this study. However, you will contribute to a study that is committed to advancing understanding of the production and use of large-scale data in the provision of humanitarian assistance to IDPs. 

What are the possible disadvantages, side effects or risks, of taking part in this study?

We do not anticipate that your participation in this research project will have any negative impacts on you in any way. However, you will be offering your time without any recompense.

Expenses and payments

You will not be paid for participating in this project, but we may be able to recompense any travel expenses if these are incurred.

Will my taking part be kept confidential?


We will meet with you privately, in person at a place in which you are comfortable to speak / via telephone or an online platform such as Microsoft Teams. We will record your answers on a digital audio device, with your permission, or take notes if you prefer. We will keep any data that will enable you to be identified individually separately from your interview data and will anonymise your interview data when it is transcribed into a word file for analysis.  

We will upload the audio recording / notes from your interview digitally onto a password protected and encrypted laptop within 48 hours of completing the interview. Your interview data will then be transcribed into a word document at the earliest opportunity, before being stored securely on University of Warwick’s shared storage server to be analysed by the research team. It will be stored for no longer than ten years beyond completion of the project and will be accessible by the research team only throughout this period. 

With your permission, we would like to share your interview transcript on a data archive such as the UK Data Service, where it will be accessible for additional analysis by other researchers. 

Please note that all information shared by you will remain confidential, unless you disclose something about a risk of harm to you and/or others. In this case we will have a duty of care to report this to the relevant authorities. 

What will happen to the data collected about me?

As a publicly-funded organisation, the University of Warwick have to ensure that it is in the public interest when we use personally-identifiable information from people who have agreed to take part in research.  This means that when you agree to take part in a research study, such as this, we will use your data in the ways needed to conduct and analyse the research study.

We will be using information from you in order to undertake this study and will act as the data controller for this study. University of Ibadan will also act as data controller for interviews carried out in Nigeria and International Organization for Migration will act as data controller for any interviews carried out by their researchers. We are committed to protecting the rights of individuals in line with data protection legislation. The University of Warwick will keep information about you for ten years after the study has finished. 
Your research data will be pseudonymised as quickly as possible after the interview is complete. This means that all direct and indirect identifiers will be removed from the transcript and your interview data will be identified by the research team using a participant number. The key to identification will be stored separately and securely to the research data to safeguard your identity. Once your interview has been transcribed it will not be possible to withdraw this data, because your individual responses cannot be identified. 
Data Sharing

Data will be only be accessible by the research team for this study, including researchers from University of Warwick, University of Ibadan, University of Juba and International Organization for Migration. Data processing and sharing agreements are in place with all partners on the research team, including those outside the EEA.

Your rights to access, change or move your information are limited, as we need to manage your information in specific ways in order for the research to be reliable and accurate. The University of Warwick has in place policies and procedures to keep your data safe. 

This data may also be used for future research, including impact activities following review and approval by an independent Research Ethics Committee and subject to your consent at the outset of this research project. 

For further information, please refer to the University of Warwick Research Privacy Notice which is available here: https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idc/dataprotection/privacynotices/researchprivacynotice or by contacting the Legal and Compliance Team at GDPR@warwick.ac.uk. 

What will happen if I don’t want to carry on being part of the study?

Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary, and your decision to withdraw participation from the study without giving a reason will not affect you in any way. Please inform the researcher in advance of, during, or as soon as possible after the interview if you wish to withdraw from the study. You may also wish to withdraw some or all of your interview data from the project. Please inform the interviewer of this either during the interview, immediately on its completion, or as soon as possible thereafter. 
If you withdraw from the study, it will often not be possible to withdraw your data which has already been collected, after it has been anonymised. To safeguard your rights, we will use the minimum personally-identifiable information possible and keep the data secure in line with the University’s Information and Data Compliance policies. 

What will happen to the results of the study?

The results of this research will be written up as a series of briefs, academic journal articles and as a final project report. The results will also be discussed at project events and international conferences. Information about the project results will be publicised via the project website, at www.warwick.ac.uk/datadisplacement 

Who has reviewed the study?
This study has been reviewed and given favourable opinion by the University of Warwick’s Humanities and Social Science Research Ethics Committee (HSSREC) reference number HSSREC 40/20-21


Who should I contact if I want further information?

Principal Investigator, Professor Vicki Squire
Email: V.J.Squire@warwick.ac.uk
Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL.UK

Who should I contact if I wish to make a complaint?

Any complaint about the way you have been dealt with during the study or any possible harm you might have suffered will be addressed.  Please address your complaint to the person below, who is a senior University of Warwick official entirely independent of this study:

Head of Research Governance
Jane Prewett
Research & Impact Services
University House
University of Warwick
Coventry
CV4 8UW
Email: researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk 
Tel: 024 76 522746

If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, you can contact our Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter: DPO@warwick.ac.uk. 

If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are processing your personal data in a way that is not lawful you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).

Thank you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Leaflet
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