IDP introduction sheet: Data and Displacement

This document serves as a guide for interviewers to introduce the research project to IDPs at the start of the interview. Please note that it is not designed to be given to the interviewees directly.

What is Data and Displacement?

Data and Displacement is a research project that explores how information is collected about people who are displaced, and how this is used to make decisions about who gets humanitarian assistance. The project is led by an international team of university researchers and is funded by a UK research council. It is independent of state and national government and any related agencies.   

What are we doing, and why?

We are interviewing people who have been displaced to camps or IDP sites in Nigeria and South Sudan, to find out how information is collected by humanitarian agencies (e.g. about the health, legal status, or family situation of displaced people). We are interviewing you because we want to find out what you think about your information being used by humanitarian agencies, and whether you think there should be changes in the ways this information is collected, used and represented. We believe that you have the right to be informed and to have a say in the ways in which your information is used.

Why should I get involved?

Information collated about IDPs is used to decide who gets humanitarian assistance. But how these decisions are made, whose information is used, and what happens with the information that is collected are issues that we want to understand better. Our research aims to ensure the voices and perspectives of those who are displaced are not lost in discussions and decisions made about humanitarian assistance. 

We aim to help you better understand how your information is used, and to share your views with those making decisions based on information that is gathered about you. The project is not likely to lead to any noticeable immediate changes in your personal situation, but we hope in the longer-term to contribute to a situation whereby communities such as yours are better empowered to be involved in discussing and making decisions about how information is used to assess humanitarian need.   

What can I expect?

We would like to ask you some questions about your personal experience of sharing information with humanitarian agencies, and about your views on the use and representation of this information. We will share some images with you to help us find out more about how easily you can understand the information on displaced people in your country, and we will also invite you to draw some images of your own if you wish. In addition, we will ask some questions about your displacement history and personal situation. Provided that you are happy to do so, we will ask you to give permission for us to use the information you have provided in our research reports and other activities. 

We welcome questions and suggestions from you and anticipate our discussion to last around 1.5 hours. You are very welcome to take a break at any point or to stop the interview if you are uncomfortable. If you are happy for us to do so, we would now like to explain the research and consent process to you to be sure you are willing to proceed with our discussion.
