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 Plain Language Statement

Title of Project:  	Real Estate Adaptation and Innovation within an Integrated Retailing System (REPAIR)

WORK PACKAGE B: 	Urban form and land use innovations within existing and new retail areas

Name of Researchers:  	Dr James White, University of Glasgow (Lead Researcher)
			Dr James Hickie, University of Sheffield
			Dr Robert Richardson, University of Glasgow

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide to participate it is important for you to understand why the research is being conducted and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

Thank you for reading this.

This project will explore how innovations in urban design and planning are impacting on city centre retailing.  The research is based on in-depth case studies of five large UK city centres: Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Nottingham and Hull. 

One of the key objectives of the research is to understand how the policies and practices that currently govern and generate urban designs are impacting on innovations in retailing and the future of the high street.

You are being invited to take part in this study because of your involvement in the local authority planning process for town and city centres or because of your professional involvement in retailing. We would like to undertake a 60-minute face-to-face interview with you during which we will ask a series of questions about a retail development you have been involved in. These questions will focus on decisions about urban design and architectural design. If you are unavailable for a face to face interview, we will ask if a phone interview would be acceptable or if you would be prepared to provide written answers to a series of questions via an email.

Participation in this project is entirely voluntary. If you feel uncomfortable with the interview you can terminate it at any time, and you are not required to give a reason. The interview will take place at a place of your choosing, either at your place of work if this is appropriate or in a public location of your choosing, such as a coffee shop. If a face to face meeting cannot be arranged, it might be appropriate to conduct the interview via telephone. If the interview is conducted face-to-face or by telephone, we will ask your permission to record it. You can state whether you are comfortable with the interview being recorded on the Consent Form.

Your data will be used alongside the wider data set to write a public report/written summary of the research and to publish academic articles. We will provide you with a written summary at the end of the project if you request it and invite you to attend dissemination events that will be held as part of the project.
The research data collected from this study, including your personal details, will be stored in a locked filing cabinet at the University of Glasgow and the University of Sheffield. All computer files will be password protected and will only be shared with the researchers noted at the top of this form. To ensure confidentiality, all of the data collected from this interview will be deidentified and personal details will be kept separately from personal identifiers. 

All personal data destroyed at the conclusion of the project. However, the research data will be kept for a maximum of ten years and will be made available for authenticated researchers to use.

You can request not to be named as part of this research project on the Consent Form. If you do so, your name will be replaced with a generic job title that is similar but not the same as your current position (e.g. District Planner or Retail Manager). Please note that confidentiality may not be guaranteed due to the limited size of the participant sample and if responses to questions disclose harm or danger to research participants or others.

This research is being conducted by researchers at the University of Glasgow and the University of Sheffield and is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council.

This research project has been considered and approved by the College Research Ethics Committee at the University of Glasgow.

If you would like further information on the project, please contact the lead researcher (Dr James White) follows:

Email:	jamest.white@glasgow.ac.uk
Tel: 	01413303364

If you have a complaint about the conduct of this research please contact the College of Social Sciences Ethics Officer, Dr Muir Houston, email: Muir.Houston@glasgow.ac.uk
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