PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET
Invitation
You are invited to take part in a research project. Before you decide whether you would like to participate it is important that you read the information provided below. This will help you to understand why and how the research is being carried out and what participation will involve.
Who is conducting the research?
The research is conducted by Dr. Roger van Gompel (r.p.g.vangompel@dundee.ac.uk).
Who is funding the research?
The research is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC).
What is the purpose of the research?
This research investigates individuals’ reading, understanding, and production of different types of sentences.
Why have I been invited to take part?
You have been invited to take part because you are a native speaker of British English and do not have reading or language difficulties.
Do I have to take part?
No. Participation in this study is completely voluntary. Choosing not to take part in this study will not disadvantage you in any way. You may decide to withdraw at any point in the study without explanation or penalty by simply closing the web browser during the study (but you will not be paid). After you have completed the study, you cannot withdraw your data, because the data are anonymised.
What will happen if I take part?
You will be asked to read sentences that you see on the screen aloud and to produce sentences based on pictures and words provided, both of which will be audio recorded. You will have an opportunity to have a break in the middle of the task, which you should take. Overall, the task is expected to take about 25 minutes to complete.
Are there any risks in taking part?
There are no risks, though it will require looking at a computer screen for approximately 25 minutes. If you expect that you may suffer from discomfort due to this, we suggest that you do not take part.
What are the possible benefits of taking part?
You will provide data that will be useful to researchers who study how people produce and understand language.
Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential?
The data collected will be stored anonymously as outlined below.
What will happen to the information I provide?
Your responses will be digitally recorded. These data will then be transcribed and coded for the purpose of analysis. All data will initially be stored in the experiment software Gorilla and then transferred to a University of Dundee password protected drive. These data will be stored indefinitely for future use by the researchers of this project, and will be uploaded to the UK Data Archive, where other researchers can access them. Your responses will be anonymised. No one will be able to link the data you provide to your identity and name. Results may be published in books, journals, reports, at workshops or conferences, and/or on the project website or in other research outputs. Typically, aggregated data will be presented. If, however, example sentences produced by yourself are used, these will always be anonymised and never identify you. The published results can be obtained from Dr. Roger van Gompel (r.p.g.vangompel@dundee.ac.uk).
Data Protection
The personal data that will be collected and processed in this study are language background, country of residence, information about reading or language difficulties, age, gender and education.
The University of Dundee asserts that it lawful for it to process your personal data in this project as the processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the controller.
The University of Dundee is the data controller for the personal and/or special categories of personal data processed in this project.
The University respects your rights and preferences in relation to your data and if you wish to update, access, erase, or limit the use of your information, please let us know by emailing r.p.g.vangompel@dundee.ac.uk. Please note that some of your rights may be limited where personal data is processed for research, but we are happy to discuss that with you. If you wish to complain about the use of your information please contact the University’s Data Protection Officer in the first instance (dataprotection@dundee.ac.uk). You may also wish to contact the Information Commissioner’s Office (https://ico.org.uk/).
You can find more information about the ways that personal data is used at the University at: https://www.dundee.ac.uk/information-governance/dataprotection/.
Is there someone else I can complain to?
If you wish to complain about the way the research has been conducted please contact the Convener of the University Research Ethics Committee (https://www.dundee.ac.uk/research/ethics/contacts/).

I have read the participant information sheet and understood all information provided.
Please note that some of your rights may be limited where personal data is processed for research, but we are happy to discuss that with you.
If you wish to complain about the use of your information please contact the University’s Data Protection Officer in the first instance (email: dataprotection@dundee.ac.uk).
You may also wish to contact the Information Commissioner’s Office Link.
You can find more information about the ways that personal data is used at the University at: Link.
If you wish to complain about the way the research has been conducted please contact the Convener of the University Research Ethics Committee Link.
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