Question List

Dataset M4. Key informant interviews in Shan state, 2019

Research Project 1: Living with militias

Overview

The aim of this research project is to develop better understanding of the activities of
militias (pyi du sit) in Shan State and how militias impact upon the lives of people living
in areas where militias are active. A key finding in the Year 1 research is the role that
militias play in the drug economy and the important impact that militias have in many
areas of Shan State. In order to understand why drugs are so embedded in Shan State,
and the impact that drugs have on people living in Shan State, we want to develop a
deeper understanding on militias in Shan State.

Although there is information on militias available in research reports and in the media,
there is often very little knowledge available on the relationship between militias and
local populations where militias are active.

We want to research the activities of militias — including recruitment, taxation, business
and in some cases provision of social services — that have an important but impact on
people’s lives. Militias play an important role in informally governing many parts of
Shan State, they have significant economic activities, and they are also closely linked
with the drug economy.

We particularly want to understand the social relations between militias and the
communities they operate in. This is also a theme for KRC's research and will offer
interesting comparisons between militia activities in Kachin State and Shan State. This
research project will aim to include some interviews with well-informed people on the
dynamics of militias across Shan State. It will also include interviews on militias in three
specific research sites: Muse, Tachilek, Taunggyi.

Key idea we want to test: We want to explore that ‘hypothesis’ that one of the most
important reasons why the drug economy remains so large in Shan State is because
the drug economy has become a part of new systems of rule across Shan State,
especially linked to militias (pyi du sit). Drugs are not just part of the war economy
and do not just fuel armed conflict. They are also part of new systems of rule in Shan
State that have developed over the past 20 years that now underpin systems of
political stability and economic development.
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e The relationship between militias and local populations
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e The activities that militias are involved in: e.g. taxation, policing, business
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e The relationship between militias, the Myanmar army and armed groups
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e Why people become part of militias
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Methodology: How will we do this research project? c\gs‘;scm’:
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1: ‘Snowball sampling” within SHAN's existing network: 1. “cof:naésa35,9582
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e Are there people that you already know and trust that you think would have
useful information about militias, and that would be willing to talk with you
(based on anonymity)? For example are there people in SWAN, SHRF, and
people like Japhet who will be well-informed and provide useful information?
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Start by interviewing these people. These interviews will begin more broadly
asking people’s reflections on the political situation in Shan State before
exploring the role of militias in greater details
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At the end of the interview, ask them to suggest 2-3 people that they would
recommend to you to also speak with. These could be phone interviews or
with people you arrange to meet with. 86303¢;0016006.0365006. 00169603962
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The emphasis here is on trying to find well-informed people who are willing to

be interviewed on this subject: quality of interviews rather than quantity.
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2: Depth interviews on militia activities in Muse, Tachilek and Taunggyi using

snowball sampling ».

In the workshop we will discuss the list of questions that we want to ask
about militias (see below). From these questions we will create an




3: Life story interviews 4. cxgé;ogé;om&?s&sms

interview guide. This document can then be used by the research team as
the basis for their interviews on this research project. %6;35:01533@5@@@&
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The research team will aim to conduct interviews about militia activities in our
three chosen research sites: Muse, Tachilek and Taunggyi.
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These interviews will begin more broadly asking people’s reflections on the
political situation in Shan State before exploring the role of militias in greater

. C C cC ocCc 9 C C C c C 9
details. cQC;02C50010000596, COIC;60PE02,001091C; CQC;COZCDT:

o (¢] IL C o

C

coc coC 9 C C C 9 £ C
91%&308%68%C8038§T0)%03108 O)'l.,GCD(I)"IQGS'l;Og;OO ° Q3C;U|{C°

o]
~8o

C C OC¢C cCOoC
CO’)()OO?O%IB%%”?CHI

The aim will be to start with interviewing people known to SHAN or through
SHAN's local network. We will then ask these people for 2-3 people that they

think would be good for the team to interview. es];sﬁaésmwé:eooem,ogé;
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This will not be in the first stage of the research. However, when you are
interviewing people, especially those already known within SHAN's network,
think about whether there are people who might be willing to share their
personal life story with you in future follow-up interviews. [see ’life story’
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methodology in the workshop]. QQC30010036:07036.
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Life history interviews require a lot of trust and multiple interviews. They aim
to understand the research topic through learning about the life of the person
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These do not necessarily have to be in Muse, Tachilek or Taunggyi: The
priority will be finding people who have interesting lives relevant to this
research project, and who are willing to share their life experiences (e.g.
former militia members, militia leaders, people who have lived in areas where
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Data we will aim to collect c\§1:ma§9533mc\35385:sa}sga§z

The aim is to develop research that can help us to better understand militias

across Shan State and which will include more detailed case studies of militia
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e Online research of media articles on militia activities in Muse, Tachilek and
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0-20 interviews in each of Muse, Tachilek and Taunggyi on militias
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e Aim to produce a research report on militias in Shan State in Year 3
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e Contribution to comparative research on militias in Afghanistan and Colombia
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Emerging findings from Year 1 Research related to militias
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e Militias are very commonly cited in the interviews as being associated with
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e They are also referenced as having other important economic activities: e.g.
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Who do we want to interview? »§o3;06:013§:03€:00160

e People who are well-informed about the political and economic situation
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o Researchers Uﬁ"’ﬁ£°?. ol

o civil society organisations: e.g. members of other organisations such
as SWAN, SHREF, local research organisations and media reporters.

o Local politicians 928805088 Esa5388.035m

o Businessmen/women: These people
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o Cross-border administrators (e.g. Thai government or local security
officials) ﬁaé'soactgzcgﬁoggm&; oSasc8aé (%acfae& cxeégécc%é;oc%: NE,5608
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o Police officers (Law enforcement)?: This may not be possible
C Q oC cC C OC 9.0 Cc 9 C cCe C 9
C00;336]300500095 (09€509.008 B165) - T G,CO1C;0C3I
e Local populations areas where militias are active: This could include urban
areas and rural areas. This could include:
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o civil society groups (including those trying to address drug issues
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o Are there people known through the SHAN network who had links to
militias in the past and who might be willing to talk with you?
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o This may not be possible and it could certainly pose risks to do this in the
fieldwork sites. However, when | was researching for my PhD | was able to
interview a number of former militia members who were now living in
different places (some in Lashio who had been in Palaung militias, and
some in Thailand (Fang, Mae Sot and Chiang Mai) who had been in army-
controlled militias. | was lucky to be put in touch with these people, but the
stories they could tell were extremely insightful. It would be good to see if
we could meet any such people who might be willing to talk with you, e.g.
now living in Thailand? snssad.e9:068,001¢:856085e00;
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Some of the Year 1 fieldwork interviews seemed to be with militia
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leaders/members. Again, this may not be possible but it is something

to discuss at the workshop o1
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It will be difficult to ask about militias straightaway. Interviews can begin with

more general questions about their home area before moving onto asking
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See ‘Interview technique’ (later in this document).
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If people that you interview talk about a particular militia they know about or that is
active in their local area it would be good to ask specific information about the
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1. What is the name of the militia? Does it have more than one name?
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2. What is the background of the militia? When was it formed? What is its
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3. For militias active in the city, where are they from? (e.g. many militias in Muse

seem to come from other parts of Shan State)
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6. Are the militias involved in politics (e.g. MPs)?
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7. What businesses do militias have? Do you know the name of the companies

they operate? Do they have businesses in other parts of (i) Shan State; (ii)
Myanmar; (iii) across the border? 06.036:9a8:8C:a8. Bodmasotke;d:ond
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8. Do you think it has grown larger/more powerful or smaller/less powerful in
recent years? Why? cg¢,00086.0[3056¢ 09,01/901,56],8606 ]t 906,3656
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9. Does the militia have its own logo/badge? g¢,006.036258.85 cv6,96,/01.
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The social dynamics of militias: cx;uc,cglc,agca%,mc,ocmas.gcmo.a‘:fmnas.ec.




egoge o e e C C OC C C OC cCoC
Militia activities CQC502C.LCYCOV.VNNILCS

1.

Do militias provide any social services in the local area?
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If so, what are these services? [e.g. local policing, religious donations,
provision of schools, road-building. In Shan State many of the militias are
officially called ‘regional development groups’ because they claim to provide
such services.
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What other activities do militias conduct in the local area? For example,

do they collect taxation? If so, how does this work? [It would be good to
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explore this in urban and rural areas] 0QC302C.36CDCAD
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Do militias have businesses outside of the local area? For example, do

they also have businesses in other parts of Myanmar (e.g. Yangon,

Mandalay) or across the border in China/Thailand?
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directly. However, if the issue is raised by the person being interviewed it is
something to follow-up on. agésndsooraéond.a3hsnads
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7. Can we ask about specific events we have learnt from the desk-based
research? (For example, in Muse there was violence between the TNLA and
Panhsay milita). Asking about specific events may also help us to find out
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None of these questions ask about drugs directly, but they may encourage the
people being interviewed to raise the issue of drugs. This may then allow the
research team to ask more questions about this but without having initiated
this topic. ™6, 3:69/;::0lﬁmécgo%mlggoﬁn&w];e&né‘né}a‘%}l Iszc}fml;
eoaoagef,?w:aolé;n&c;‘:,xae‘: ao'cmé}cwoo‘}:g:ia/m&rfl,cgé}w/;eo‘}né'c\f}ﬂ ma,

C C C C (P4
NO2COICCD2D1P20016 O, Il

Militia recruitment and structure cuo538530.?5zem;ﬁgzmﬁsgém&a”sﬁmésgés
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1. How do people become militia members? Do they choose to do this? If so,
why do people join? If they are conscripted, who decides who is conscripted?
[For example, in some of my PhD interviews in Shan State, people said that
people who committed crimes joined militias — either to avoid prison, or as
part of their punishment]. Ra&sgﬁs?cg:t?’lcgeco;e]sgaéqgsg;a?mm&nc):ﬁsnagsg&?u
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10.

Why do people join militias? What are the benefits/disadvantages of
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What is the age of most recruits? Are these young men or older men?
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Do women join militias? There is an assumption that all militia members are
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Are militia members recruited from the local area, or are members
outsiders? What is the background (e.g. ethnicity) of most of the militia
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Are there different roles in militias? (e.g. business, or soldier, or
administrator) What are these different roles? 83:35;

How long do people serve in the militia? Is this a long-term commitment or
do people do it for a short time? Do sons take over from their fathers in the
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What happens if someone wants to leave the militia? Do they have to find
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Do families benefit from having a family member in a militia? If yes, what
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have popular support locally? Are they popular or unpopular?
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Overview: The aim of this research project is to understand the experiences of young
people (aged 18-30) living in Shan State. What opportunities and challenges do they
face? How do they navigate the challenges of living in an area that is affected by armed
conflict, uneven economic development and drugs? What can this tell us about the
kinds of political change and economic development now taking place in Shan State?
How have their experiences changed over time, and in areas that have experienced
increased stability or instability? What are the gendered dynamics of these
experiences? o%&mwé:?ézmaéﬁaéosc]omaéa& 03]90590@3%50&50%5:%@0539?& (18-35)
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Many of the interviews in Year 1 focus specifically on the impact that drugs is having
on young people, and the concerns this raises about future generations. The
devastating impact of drugs on young people is seen as a result of other challenges
young people have faced (low education, poverty, few opportunities, jobs that expose
them to drugs). It is also raised as one of the most pressing issues damaging society.
Yet, young people also have agency. Manny interviews refer to attempts by young
people to try to address drug issues in their hometowns, and the challenges they have
faced. Many of the interviews in Year 1 are with people talking about young people’s
lives, rather than hearing these voices themselves. SHAN have a particular interest in
understanding the impact of drugs on youth and have strong existing networks with
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Key idea we want to test: 7/he opportunities and challenges that young people face
in Shan State provides an important way for understanding the kinds of political and
economic systems that have emerged in parts of Shan State over the past 20 years.
Exploring the ways in which young men and women navigate an environment of drugs,
armed conflict, fragmented political authority, and uneven economic development will
help us to better understand the kinds of peace’ and ‘development, and their
gendered dimensions, now taking place in Shan State. It many also help us to reveal
how and  why  these  challenges  differ  across  Shan  State.
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Key topics we want to explore
e The challenges/risks that young people face — especially linked to drugs,
armed conflict, violence/insecurity, job opportunities.
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e How young people manage these challenges.
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e The opportunities that young people have, especially related to education and
. ocC C C ¢ Cc e c . c 9 9 C C
jobs 030.001C30829565966, 6 DNV, V10QD,QO], ECONIE
e The impact of the drug economy on young people (direct impact on them;
indirect impact of living in an areas impacted by drugs)
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e Young people’s experiences of the drug economy (e.g. buying, selling, seeing
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e What makes people vulnerable to drugs?
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e What enables people to avoid drugs? o9sesmsecc.co5wiz00:005635.
505:5108C 805072055
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e What is the relationship between drug use and involvement in the drug
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economy? QUCNU,NFGIENFNTCHFEIVWFH0NE ECVF UIOINFEIU[;00896
e The impact of family life on young people (e.g. how do parents/siblings’ level
of education, jobs, experiences with drugs impact on young people?)
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e Young people’s perspectives on issues including: drugs, peace, migration,
9 oye C C C cC _ocC C c C c ¢ & ¢
economic opportunities 021C:08086:866, L0V CHFH00E! (VCFCOIUDSG!
C 2 9 co C oC C 2 Cc e
QCE1. WL WIRE 868! 0D0.001CS0 Q106!
e Young people’s experiences of local authorities, including government, armed
groups, militias, border officials, civil society organisations trying to stop drugs
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e Services provided for young people in relation to drug issues
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e Young people’s responses to drug issues £86:866;006.000,WJ60:96

e The gender dimension of all these issues: do challenges, opportunities and
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perspectives differ between men and women? QOCFCOIUICE
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o Differences in young people’s experiences across Shan State: Muse, Tachilek,
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1: Finding entry-points into the research sites




Do SHAN already have links with youth groups and youth leaders in Tachilek,
Muse, Taunggyi?

Can SHAN approach these organisations to discuss the research and to ask if
people are willing to be interviewed?

2: Pre-fieldwork preparation

Analysis of key issues in our three research sites (e.g. recent events linked to
young people or drugs)

3: Depth interviews with young people and youth leaders in Muse, Tachilek and
Taunggyi

In the workshop we will develop a list of questions for this research topic
(see below). From these questions we will create an interview guide. This
document can then be used by the research team as the basis for their
interviews on this research project.

If SHAN have contacts in the research sites with youth organisations, we will
aim to start the research with these contacts. One option will be to ask these
youth organisations to discuss the research with their members and to ask
them who is interested and willing to participate in the research. This could
also include a commitment by our project to return to discuss the research
findings later in the project.

Aim to find key informants: people who we think will have insightful and
interesting stories to tell.

These interviews will begin with a general discussion to try to develop a strong
background/biography of the people you are talking with (e.g. their age,
where they are from, what they do currently (e.g. student, working), their
family background etc.

The interviews will explore issues that relate to young people’s experiences of
living in areas affected by drugs (see question list)

We may want to narrow this down to one neighbourhood of the city, or
one type of occupation, or one youth organisation.

Snowball sampling: ask those people who you interview to recommend other
people they think would agree to participate in the research.

4: Interview with key informants that provide services to young people

Many of the interviews refer to the activities of armed groups — especially
SSPP and RCSS —in response to drugs. This often includes ways of trying to
stop young people using drugs (e.g. education, drug testing, treatment, arrest,
people going to Loi Tai Leng etc.) Can we interview those within these armed
groups who play a role in trying to stop drug use amongst young people?




Many of the interviews also refer to initiatives by MPs, religious groups or
local leaders that aim to support young people. Can we try to interview
people to get their perspectives?

5: Life story interviews

This will not be in the first stage of the research. However, when you are
interviewing people, especially those already known within SHAN's network,
think about whether there are young people who have interesting stories in
relation to drug issues and that might be willing to share their personal life
story with you in future follow-up interviews. [see 'life story’ methodology in
the workshop].

Life history interviews require a lot of trust and multiple interviews. Think
about whether there are people you can speak to over the phone or can reach
easily to build up this relationship.

We would only try to do 5-10 life histories in each of Muse, Tachilek or
Taunggyi.

The priority will be finding people who have interesting lives relevant to this
research project. For example, are their youth leaders working on drug issues,
whose own life stories could reveal important insights?

Data we will aim to collect

Online research of media articles on any issues related to young people in
Muse, Tachilek and Taunggyi

15-30 depth interviews with young people and youth leaders in each of Muse,
Tachilek and Taunggyi

Further interviews with key people already known to SHAN (e.g. youth leaders,
those running drug programmes

Aim for 5-10 life histories of young people in each of Taunggyi, Muse and
Tachilek

These interviews could be conducted on the same trips to Muse and Tachilek
as the interviews on militias, but would be conducted as separate interviews
with separate people (although there may be issues that overlap).

Outputs

Research report on young people and drugs in Shan State

Short video documentary on young people and drugs in Shan State

How research can help to inform policy and programmes related to young
people

Possible focus for work with PositiveNegatives




Emerging findings from Year 1 Research:

Drugs are seen as particularly damaging to young people. Many interviews
mentioned very young people becoming drug users.

This was linked to low levels of education, family poverty, exposure to drugs at
school, the cheap cost of drugs.

There was also references in the interviews to efforts to try to reduce drug use
amongst young people. These included: treatment provided by armed groups
(especially RCSS and SSPP); arrest by authorities; efforts by local churches;
local youth groups; projects organised by young people themselves.

Many interviews reflected that these efforts were often not successful
(although perceived levels of success varied).

Most of the focus in interviews related to use by young people of yaba rather
than opium/heroin.

Drug use appeared to be linked to naivety (lack of understanding/education),
the good feelings initially experienced by drugs, the ease with which drugs
could be bought, the cheapness of drugs, the fact that it was easy to avoid the
authorities.

Interviews also talked of the isolation then experienced by drug users — desire
to be along, shame, anger of neighbours.

Interviews also discussed the huge social problems created by drugs: violence
(including by/against young people), health problems, breakdown of family
relationships, poverty.

. C C C
Research Questions: 69];00109186936.9],

IL

Who do we want to interview? 9639(;;085;001&%

Young men and women (18-30) who are interested in the research and want to share
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Young people who have some relationship to the drug economy (e.g. drug users, drug
sellers, family impacted by drugs, people trying to stop drugs)
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Young people whose jobs have exposed them to drugs (e.g. working in certain
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IF relevant: Are drugs common where you work? Can you tell me more about
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Do you often cross the border? fimef;’agéa?a%uf;n/;ﬁ/o"

Why do you cross the border? (for work, family, leisure activities)?
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Do you cross through official or unofficial crossings? s16s0j,001czc0

How does living close to the border with China/Thailand impact upon your
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Experiences of local authorities — which authorities impact upon their lives and
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In the area where you live who is in charge of controlling that area (e.g.
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Do these local authorities try to stop drug issues? What kinds of actions do
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Have you ever had any involvement with these authorities? What happened?
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Are there any financial difficulties in your family because of someone suing
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How did you manage the difflcultles in your family?
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How did you deal with your family member when you realized that he/she is
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What are your challenges and difficulties dealing with the drug user from your
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Do you think levels of violence have got better or worse?
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Do you think these have changed over the past 5-10 years (got better or
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Research Project 3:
How can we understand changing levels of drug cultivation
in Shan State? Exploring areas of rising and falling opium
production in southern Shan State

Overview: The aim of this research project is to understand what factors cause opium
production to increase or fall in southern Shan State. There is no single pattern of drug
production in Shan State. The interview from Year 1 show how opium production has
fallen significantly in some areas and farmers who once grew poppy are now growing
other crops. Elsewhere, opium production is now widespread in areas of Shan State
that do not have a long history of drug production. The aim will be to choose two
research sites (relatively close to Taunggyi) in areas that have experienced increasing
political stability: one area where poppy cultivation has increased over the past 10-15
years, and one area where poppy cultivation has decreased. The aim will be to explore:
(1) why levels of opium production have changed in areas of political stability; (2) what
impact changing levels of opium production has had on the local area. It will aim to
explore how changing levels of opium production are linked to changes in the legal
economy, especially the increasing opportunities or difficulties farmers are facing.

Key idea we want to test: We want to test the idea that the drug issue is so difficult
to overcome in Shan State because drugs have become an important part of peace-
time (or ceasefire) economies. One of the most serious limitations of analysis of drugs
in Myanmar is the fact that drugs are often seen only as part of the country’s war
economy. This creates assumptions about what causes production, who is involved,
and the impacts of the drug economy. Most importantly, it overlooks the way that
drugs are also part of the peacetime economy in many areas. This makes it very difficult
to tackle drug issues, even in areas where levels of armed conflict have declined.




Specifically, we want to explore whether changes in levels of drug production in areas
that are relatively stable close to Taunggyi are linked to the problems that farmers
have experienced in the legal economy. i.e. what changes in the legal rural economy
have pushed them into the illegal economy (e.g. loss of land, decline in the market for
what they used to produce, debt etc,)?

Key topics we want to explore

e Why levels of opium production increase/decrease

e The rural economy: challenges facing farmers

e Changes in rural economies: changing levels of wealth and poverty, changes
in land ownership; changes in crops that are cultivated (e.g. decline in tea,
cheroot leaves)

e How families manage these challenges, especially decisions to grow/not grow
opium, decisions to migrate/not migrate

e The reasons why farmers decide to cultivate opium — especially farmers that
did not cultivate opium in the past/ in areas where there is not a long history
of opium cultivation

e Why farmers stop growing opium. What their alternative livelihood is.

e The risks that opium farmers face (e.g. eradication, law enforcement)

e The opportunities that opium offers (e.g. income, credit (i.e. able to borrow
money), access to land?)

e Changes experienced in areas of opium cultivation

e Employment linked to opium: family labour, hiring labour, working on poppy
farms

e Links between opium cultivation and social services e.g. investment into road
building, schools, health. Is this organised in any way at a community level?

e Why buys the opium? Trading networks? Links with militias? Links with armed
groups?

e Links between different types of drugs: opium and yaba (e.g. stories of buyers
paying farmers for opium in yaba pills)

e Impact of interventions to stop drug production (by government, armed
groups, NGOs)

e Links between Taunggyi and drug-producing areas. E.g. where is money
invested? Militia investments in Taunggyi, local people who generate income
from the drug economy then investing in small businesses in Taunggyi.

Methodology: How will we do this research project?

Step 1: Decide on suitable research sites where it is feasible/safe to do this
research




e Are there areas relatively close to Taunggyi which have seen
increases/decreases in opium production in recent times (e.g. since the
1990s)?

e Are these areas feasible and safe for SHAN researchers to visit?

e Are there areas where SHAN already have some initial contacts that could help
us to work safely and effectively? E.g. farmers SHAN met in Chiang Rai?

Step 2: Decide if this research project requires working with other local
researchers?

e These areas may be hard to research and farmers may be reluctant to be
interviewed.

e Would the SHAN team need to work with anyone from these areas in order to
make the research work safely and effectively? (e.g. someone like Chan Khee
for areas such as Pinlaung and Hsihseng).

e Are there ways of interviewing people from the research site that are based in
Taunggyi? (e.g. students coming to study in Taunggyi, people who come to
Taunggyi for work). This might be easier and safer to interview people than
going to rural areas.

Step 3: Depth interviews in 2 locations and in Taunggyi
¢ In the workshop we will discuss the list of questions written below. From
these questions we will create an interview guide. This document can
then be used by the research team as the basis for their interviews on this
research project.
e Conduct interviews in the 1-2 chosen research locations, based on the
questions below

Step 4: Life story interviews

e This will not be in the first stage of the research. However, when you are
interviewing people, think about whether there are people who have
interesting stories in relation to drug issues and that might be willing to share
their personal life story with you in future follow-up interviews. [see 'life story’
methodology in the workshop].

e Life history interviews require a lot of trust and multiple interviews. Think
about whether there are people you can speak to over the phone or can reach
easily to build up this relationship.

e We would only try to do a few (about 5) if we can find suitable people.

Step 5: Working with Alcis




e This is a research project where we could work closely with Alcis. This would
involve asking Alcis to conduct satellite imagery analysis of our research sites
to learn about changes over the past 10-20 years. For example: changes in
types of crops cultivated, new areas of cultivation (e.g. higher up the hillside),
areas of crop eradication, building of new roads, building/upgrading of
pagodas, changes in farm size (e.g. larger farms as people become richer and
others become poorer and have to sell their land).

e This kind of research could help us to see the kinds of agricultural and
economic changes taking place in the area we are researching.

Data we will aim to collect
e 30 depth interviews with people from opium producing areas outside of
Taunggyi
e 10-15 Interviews with people in Taunggyi
e Aim for 3-5 life stories of people in these areas
e Alcis imagery analysis of the chosen research sites

Outputs
e Areport that draws upon interviews, life stories and Alcis imagery to explore

the role of the drug economy in our research site.

Emerging findings from Year 1 Research
e To be Added in during the workshop

Research Questions: What kinds of questions do we want to ask in
interviews?

Who do we want to interview?
e Our aim would be to interview a cross-section of society in our chosen
research site. This would be to try to interview:
o opium and non-opium farmers,
men and women,
young people and older people,
people from different ethnic groups
richer and poorer households
Local MPs
Researchers/NGOs working in these areas

0O O 0O O O O

What kinds of questions do we want to ask in interviews?




Initial questions

It will be difficult to ask about opium directly. People may be reluctant to talk
about this issue or treat you with suspicion.

A good starting point is to ask broader questions about their livelihoods, the
challenges they face, what they think has changed in their area in their
lifetime.

These kinds of questions may lead to discussion about opium. You can then
follow up on this theme.

Did you grow up in this area? How long have you lived here?

Do you have a family?

What job do you have? How long have you worked at this?

Have you seen many changes to your village/area?

What are the biggest changes you have seen?

What are the biggest challenges that you face?

Has this area been affected by armed conflict in the past? Is the area still affected by
armed conflict?

PLEASE NOTE

When we have decided the exact research site we will do as much online research
on these areas as possible. This will help us to ask more precise questions based on
the themes below:

Land / agriculture

What is the most common jobs in this area?
Do most people farm in this area?

Do people have their own land? What is the size of land that farmers have? Where is
this land (e.g. valleys, in hillsides)

What do people do if they don’t have land

Do people rent land? Is it expensive to rent land? How long do people rent and for?
Who do people rent land from?

What are the main crops that people farm?

Are these the same crops that have always been grown in this area? Has this
changed?

Do people use fertilisers on their land? Where do they buy this from?

Do farmers need to buy seeds each year? Where do they buy these seeds from?
What are the biggest challenges you face?

When are the busiest times of the year for farming?

Who do you sell your harvest to?




Do prices change a lot from year to year?
If yes, what do you do if the price is very low one year?

Is it possible for women to own land? Do women face specific challenges if their
husbands migrate or die?

In the family, who makes the decisions about what crops are grown?

Who is responsible in the family for managing (1) hiring workers; (2) selling the
harvest? Do women play a role in these decisions?

What are the main jobs that people have in this area?

Do most people farm?

Do you have a job as well as farming your own land?

How do people get jobs?

Who hires them?

Do families hire workers to help with farming? How do families recruit workers?
Do families that cultivate opium hire workers?

Is this work seasonal?

Do people get daily wage or are they paid at the end of the season?

Do people migrate for work?

How is work paid for (in cash or in produce (or in drugs)?

Is the wage different for different kinds of jobs?

Do people migrate for work? Where do they go? What kinds of jobs do they get?
Are there more jobs or fewer jobs now than in the past?

Do men and women do the same jobs?

Do men and women get paid the same wage for their work?

Wealth and poverty

Are there big differences in this area between wealthy people and poor people?

Is it possible to become wealthy? How do people become wealthy?

What do you thing are the biggest challenges facing people? / What makes people
stay poor?

Taxation

Do you pay tax?

How often do you pay tax? (e.g. once per year, every month etc.)
Who do you pay tax to?

How much do you have to pay?

Do you pay in cash or in goods (e.g. rice)




Borrowing money / debt

What happens if people need to borrow money?

What are the main reasons that people need to borrow money?

Who do they borrow money from?

Do they have to pay interest? How much?

What happens if they are unable to pay back the money they have borrowed?

Social services in your area

Is there a school in your area?

Who runs the school? Do you have to pay for going to school? How much are the
school fees?

What happens if you have health problems? Where do you go? How do people have
the money to for health care?

What are the biggest challenges in your area?

What changes would you most like to see in your area?

What happens if there is a problem in your area? Who settles disputes between
different people? Is this local authorities, police, armed groups?

IF people talk about opium:

How long has opium been grown in this area?

Do many people now grow opium?

Why do people decide to grow opium?

What are the risks of growing opium?

Do people grow opium on all of their land or just part of their land?

How often do farmers grow opium? Is it one harvest per year or more? When is the
harvest?

Do authorities eradicate opium?

Do people have to pay more tax if they grow opium?

Who buys the opium from the farmers?

Do you know how much they earn?

| have heard in some places that farmers who sell opium are paid in yama/yaba pills?
Does this happen in this area?

Are there larger opium farms that employ labourers to work on them? Do you know
how much people get paid on these farms? How do people get jobs on these farms?
What kinds of people grow opium? Are they poorer or richer people?

What impact do you think growing opium has had on your area?

Do you think that money from opium has been beneficial, or has it caused problems?

Impact of drug use

| have heard in some areas that drug use has become a big problem. Do people use
drugs in this area?




o |fYES:
- When do you think people started to use drugs?
- What kinds of drugs are these?
- Why do you think drugs have become more common?
- What has been the impact of drugs on your local area?
- Do both men and women use drugs?
- What has been the impact of drugs on families?
- Who takes drug? Do women also take drugs?
- Are there services to help people who have drug problems?
- Have there been any local activities to try to address drug issues?
- What do you think about these activities?

Hopes for the future
e What changes would you most like to see in your area?
e Do you think these changes can happen?
e Are you optimistic about the future?

Research Project 4:
The dynamics of the drug economy in Shan State’s border

towns: Muse and Tachilek
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Overview: The aim of this research project is to understand the dynamics of the drug
economy in border towns in Shan State and the relationship between drugs, economic
development and political systems in these towns. Border towns are key sites of
economic development because of their role in channelling cross-border trade (both
legal and illegal) and being sites of economic activities that don't take place or are not

allowed elsewhere (e.g. casinos, cross-border drug trafficking). They are also sites that
are very heavily contested and are shaped by the interests and activities of many

different local, national and cross-border organisations.
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Key idea we want to test: We want to explore how and why the relationship between
drugs, politics and economic development works differently on the China border (Muse)
than on the Thai border (Tachilek). We want to understand what this tells us about the
impact of China and Thailand on the po//'z‘/'ca/ and econom/'c situation in Shan State.
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e Recent history of these towns: especially since 1989. JFBLOCCECO;0CS
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e Mapping the armed conflict in these areas. DJOPNIC3UE86, (086 OCFIH)0
e Main armed groups in the city/surrounding area; relationships between
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e The main economic activities in these areas (not in a lot of detail — but broad
overview of the economy): e.g. casinos, banking, main goods that are traded)
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e Who has business licenses and how to obtain these licenses: i.e. who are the
big businesses/investors in these areas? What is their background?
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Methodology: How will we do this research project? cg.&cﬁm
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1: Desk-based research: ORN6956865

We have been researching media articles on Muse and Tachilek on the
Googleform. We will analyse these together during/after the workshop in order
to see how much we can learn from these research sites.

We will continue to do further research of media reports, NGO reports and
research on these three sites.

This will help us to answer some of our key research themes (e.g. mapping the
armed conflict in these areas, understanding big investors in these areas,
violence in these places).

This will also help us to know exactly what we want to research during the
fieldwork and key questions we want to ask.

Are there people already in SHAN's network who could provide useful
information on our research sites? (e.g. Japhet on areas close to Tachilek?)

2: Fieldwork visits to Tachilek and Muse to conduct depth interviews with key
informants




e The fieldwork visits will already include interviews on Research Project 1:
militias and Research project 2: young people.

e The aim will be to have two visits to each town in 2019 (we will discuss the
research plan in the workshop)

¢ Alongside these interviews our aim will be to try to interview key informants
who can provide insights in the political and economic situation in Tachilek and
Muse.

e At the workshop we will try to map out who our initial research contacts could
be (e.g. people known to SHAN, reporters, local businessmen, representatives
of different armed groups).

Data we will aim to collect
e 20-30 depth interviews with key informants in each of Muse and Tachilek.
e The emphasis is on quality not quantity. The aim will be to see if we can
interview people with good oversight of the political and economic situation in
Muse and Tachilek.

Emerging findings from Year 1 Research and desk-based research
e To be Added in during the workshop

Research Questions:

Who do we want to ask?
e People who can provide us with knowledge of the political and economic situation in
Muse and Tachilek:
O Businessmen: how do they conduct business in these areas
MPs
Representatives of armed groups in these cities
Government authorities (e.g. hospital authorities)
People who govern local wards/districts in the city — e.g. people who are part of
local authorities
Local civil society groups. E.g. groups that are trying to address social issues
Local researchers/historians
Local reporters

O O O O
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What questions do we want to ask in interviews?
STILL TO BE FINISHED

Economic activities







