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Consent to Participate in the
“Fairwork in the Platform Economy in the Global South”
 Research Study

University of Cape Town
Department of Information Systems
Private Bag – Rondebosch 7701
Cape Town, South Africa

	Title of Study:
	Fairwork in the Platform Economy in the Global South

	Investigators:

	Name:
	
	Dept:
	Information Systems
	Phone:
	

	Name:
	
	Dept:
	
	Phone:
	

	Name:
	
	Dept:
	
	Phone:
	




Introduction
· You are being asked to be in a research study of “Fairwork in the Platform Economy in the Global South”.
· You were selected as a possible participant because of your involvement in platform work.
· We ask that you read this form and ask any questions that you may have before agreeing to participate in this study.

Purpose of Study  
· The purpose of the study is to understand the contextual, contractual and practical nature of platform work; to identify its relation to decent work standards; to contribute to the development of governance and regulation; and to propose and enact new standards of specific relevance to platform work in developing countries.
· Ultimately, this research will be published in peer reviewed journals and conference proceedings, and may be also result in a book on decent work in the platform economy.  
· This research has been approved by the Commerce Faculty Ethics in Research Committee.

Description of the Study Procedures
· If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to participate in a semi-structured interview: one of the named project investigators will take you through a set of interview questions.
· The project investigator will be able to answer any questions before the interview starts.
· Please note that this interview will take approximately 45 minutes to complete, and will be recorded.

Risks/Discomforts of Being in this Study
· There are no reasonable foreseeable (or expected) risks.  
· There may be unknown risks. In the case where such unknown risks arises, we are willing and available to assist you in addressing such risks.

Benefits of Being in the Study
· The benefits of participation are contributing towards inclusive decent work standards and legal provisions for workers in the platform economy, including issues of gender, race, income and migrant status.

Confidentiality
· This study is anonymous.  We will not be collecting or retaining any information about your identity. In addition, the records of this study will be kept strictly confidential. 

Payments
· You will receive a payment/reimbursement for participation in this study. [Amount and method to be advised at interview]

Right to Refuse or Withdraw
· The decision to participate in this study is entirely up to you.  You may refuse to take part in the study at any time without affecting your relationship with the investigators of this study or the University of Cape Town.  Your decision will not result in any loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.  You have the right not to answer any single question, as well as to withdraw completely from the interview at any point during the process; additionally, you have the right to request that the interviewer not use any of your interview material.

Right to Ask Questions and Report Concerns
· You have the right to ask questions about this research study and to have those questions answered by me before, during or after the research.  If you have any further questions about the study, at any time feel free to contact me, Dr. XX at XX.  If you like, a summary of the results of the study will be sent to you. If you have any other concerns about your rights as a research participant that have not been answered by the investigators, you may contact Prof. XX, the Information Systems Department ethics representative at 
· If you have any problems or concerns that occur as a result of your participation, you can report them to the Prof. XX at the number above. 

Consent
· Your signature below indicates that you have decided to volunteer as a research participant    for this study, and that you have read and understood the information provided above. You will be given a signed and dated copy of this form to keep, along with any other printed materials deemed necessary by the study investigators.   


	Subject’s Name (print):
	
	
	

	

Amount Received:
	
	
	

	

Subject’s Signature:
	
	
Date:
	

	
Investigator’s Signature:
	
	
Date:
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