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Health, community and communication: Social learning about COVID-19 amongst UK Bangladeshis 

Invitation Paragraph
I would like to invite you to participate in this UKRI funded research project. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what your participation will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.

What is the purpose of the project?

The purpose of the project is to find out how UK Bangladeshis get and share advice about COVID-19, what they think about it and what they do to avoid getting sick. 

Why have I been invited to take part?

You are being invited to participate in this project because someone you know has said that you sometimes help them by telling them information you have heard in English. As the project is looking at how advice is accessed and shared, it is very important they we hear about your experiences of COVID-19.


What will happen if I take part?

We would like to interview you about your experiences of COVID and how you get and share information about COVID. To stay safe, we will interview you by phone. We can use Skype or What’s App on your smart phone or call you on your landline. The interview will be about 30 to 40 minutes. We will arrange a time that is convenient for you. With your permission we will record your interview. The recording will then be transcribed so we can learn from what you tell us. 

In March next year, we will invite you to a focus group discussion, where we will discuss what we have found out with the different people we have interviewed. You can then tell us if you think we have understood the information you have given us correctly. 


Do I have to take part?

Participation is completely voluntary. You should only take part if you want to and choosing not to take part will not disadvantage you in anyway. Once you have read the information sheet, please contact us if you have any questions that will help you make a decision about taking part. If you decide to take part we will ask you to sign a consent form and you will be given an electronic copy of this consent form to keep.


Incentives

To say thank you for your time, you will get a voucher worth £25 – for Tescos or another shop you like. 

What are the possible risks of taking part?

It is possible that the subject matter (experiences of COVID-19) may be upsetting to talk about, as it has had such an impact on our lives. If you feel upset at any point, you can tell the interviewer and we can change the line of questioning or pause the interview if you wish.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?

By interviewing you, we hope to understand more about how UK Bangladeshis get and understand information about COVID-19 – this will help us identifying ways of improving communication. 

Data handling and confidentiality

Your data will be processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 (GDPR). It is very important we protect your personal information and anonymity. Your interview will be audio recorded. With your permission, we will ask a transcriber to write down a record of what you say. We will ask the transcriber to sign a confidentiality agreement, which means they will not be allowed to talk with anyone about what was said. Any references to you will be with a different name so nobody can identify you. The original recording will be destroyed after 2 years. Nobody will be able to identify you from the written information. This will be given to the UK Data Archive so that other researchers like us can learn from it. 
Data Protection Statement 
Your data will be processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 (GDPR). If you would like more information about how your data will be processed in accordance with GDPR please visit the link below:
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/support/research-ethics/kings-college-london-statement-on-use-of-personal-data-in-research
What if I change my mind about taking part?

You are free withdraw your data at any point during the interview, without having to give a reason. If you tell us to stop the interview, we will delete the recording and not use it in the study. Withdrawing from the project will not affect you in any way. Because we are anonymising the data you will not be able withdraw your data after the interview, as we will not be able to identify you from the transcript. 

How is the project being funded? 

This project is being funded by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). You can find more information about the UKRI and the type of research they fund here:

https://www.ukri.org/research/coronavirus/


What will happen to the results of the project?

At the end of the project, we will communicate what we have learned to people who support the Bangladeshi community and in the government. We will also make a short animated film based on your experiences of COVID-19, which we will share with UK Bangladeshis. 

Who should I contact for further information?

If you have any questions or require more information about this project, please contact Chris Tang the lead researcher using the following contact details:

chris.tang@kcl.ac.uk  


What if I have further questions, or if something goes wrong?
  
If this project has harmed you in any way or if you wish to make a complaint about the conduct of the project you can contact King's College London using the details below for further advice and information: 
 
The Chair, CREC, rec@kcl.ac.uk 


Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this research.
King’s College London - Research Ethics 
May 2018
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