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From being adopted to becoming a parent:
When adopted people become parents and adopters become grandparents


Who we are and what we’re doing
We (Beth, Julia, and Irina) are researchers at the University of East Anglia. We are looking in depth into the later lives of adoptive families: when adopted people go on to have children of their own and adopters become grandparents.

What is the research about?
The research will be looking into adopted people’s experiences of being parents and adopters’ experiences of being grandparents. Not much is known about the next generational stage of adoption, and we want to try to improve support and services.  The work is being carried out by the University of East Anglia (UEA).

How we’re doing the research
We’re going to be interviewing 40 adopted people who are parents (with or without their child/ren living with them). We will also be interviewing 40 adopters who are grandparents through adoption. 

Who we want to hear from
So that our findings will reflect the variety of issues people face, we want to hear from as many different types of people/families as possible, from different backgrounds, so will try and make sure we encourage a range of adopted parents and grandparents to be interviewed.

What will be involved if I join the study?
We would like to visit and interview you face to face to hear your life story, including your experiences of being adopted and a parent. Because that’s a big job, we will ask questions to provide a structure to help you to tell your story in a comfortable way. We aim for you to be in charge of the interview, which means you do not have to talk about anything which you do not wish to share. There are no right or wrong answers to any question.  You can stop the interview or take a break at any time. The interview usually takes 2 hours.

Will you tell other people what I say?
The interview is confidential and anonymous – this means that you will not be identified when we come to report the project. Reports (including articles, books, and presentations) will share selected extracts from across all the interviews with 40 adopted people who are parents. We do not work for social services or the police, but in the unlikely event you say something that makes us very concerned about your safety or that of another person, we 

are obliged to share information with authorities. If we are going to share information we will discuss it with you first, wherever possible.

How will you remember what I say?
We would like to record the audio of interview so that we can concentrate on what you are saying rather than having to take lots of notes. This recording will be transferred from a password-protected digital recorder to a secure office computer immediately after the interview and will be stored in a folder only accessible (via password) by the research team. The audio recordings will be deleted at the end of the research project. 

How will my data (contact details and the interview) be processed in the research?
Your contact details will be held in a spreadsheet with those of other project interviewees on a secure server accessed via a password protected computer. Your signed consent form will be kept in a locked filing cabinet. Your recorded interview will be typed up word for word as a document called a transcript. The transcript will be given a code instead of your name and it will be anonymised (with all names of people and places removed) before it is analysed. You can request a copy of your data, correct, or update it at any time. You can ask for your data to be removed from the project for up to a month after the interview. 

The option of preserving your interview in an archive
As well as writing reports, books and articles, we would like to store the project transcribed interviews in an archive so that in the future other researchers will be able to apply to look at them. The archive is a bit like a secure library and will hold digital copies of anonymised typed up interviews from people who have taken part in the research. The interviews will have all names, places and other potentially identifying details changed or removed. 

We have a responsibility to protect you from any harm as a result of taking part in our research. Your interviews will not be available to just anyone. We will make sure that access is restricted so that the people who look at your material promise to do so in a responsible manner. Nobody will be able to contact you because your interviews are stored in the archive.  We will NOT put your name, address, telephone number or email in the archive.   

We are also asking you agree to give ‘copyright’, or ownership, of the interviews to our research team because this means that nobody will be able to look at your interview material without our approval and telling us why they want to see it.

If you agree for your data to be held in the archive it will be there indefinitely, if not it will be destroyed after a period of 10 years (this gives the researchers long enough to write various research outputs). You can still take part in the project and interview if you do not wish to have your data stored in the archive.


Why should I take part?
Taking part is a chance to share your experiences and to help build an understanding of the support adopted families might need in the future. There are no direct benefits from taking part in this research, but most people find telling their life story interesting and enjoyable and you will receive £30 as a thank you, for your time and attention. 

The research is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and led by Beth Neil with Julia Rimmer at the University of East Anglia. You can contact Beth at e.neil@uea.ac.uk by telephone on 01603 593389, or Julia at julia.rimmer@uea.ac.uk by telephone on 01603 597501.

This study has been reviewed and ethically approved by the University of East Anglia’s School of Social Work’s Ethics Committee. 

If you have concerns about the way the research is being carried out then please contact Jonathan Dickens, Head of School, School of Social Work, Elizabeth Fry Building, University of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ by letter or email j.dickens@uea.ac.uk. Tel: 01603 59 3634

If you have any further concerns about the way your data is being stored, managed or used the University of East Anglia’s  Data Protection Officer is Ellen Paterson: E.Paterson@uea.ac.uk 01603 59 2431 and you retain the right to lodge any complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).



Thank you for reading this.
If you have any further questions about the research please ask!
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