Chapter 10 Fish landings

10.1 General introduction

Q Fish landing data is collected in two ways; family weight data
and species length data.
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10.2 Equipment and logistics

a Family weight sampling
- Spring-weighted balance
- Data sheets

O Species length sampling
- Marked measuring board.
- Data slates

Marked measuring board for length measurement
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10.3 General procedure

o Family

Fish landed by individual or groups of fishers are weighed to the
nearest half kilo and identified to family level. Invertebrates are
identified by common names, such as octopus, sea cucumber, lobster,
etc. When difficult to separate into family a “mixed” category is used.
Gear used, catch, fish family, number of fishers, and boats are
recorded. Random collections, of between 1 and 8 visits per landing
site are made monthly.

O Species

Same standard method to above except that the standard length of fish
landed by individual or groups of fishers are measured to the nearest
centimeter.If possible every individual landed is measured. When
catches are large, care is taken to measure every species and a
representative of every size class (including small, medium, and large)



10.4 Data processing

O Atthe end of each day the data is entered from the sheets or slates into
the database.

O The slates are not erased until necessary and after data entry has been
checked, the data sheets are filed and kept.
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10.5 Results in Kenya
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