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Eye movements in Reading 

Participant Information Sheet 

You are being invited to take part in a research study that investigates language 

comprehension using eye tracking. The study is not part of a student project and will not be 

for a degree. Before you decide it is important for you to understand why the research is being 

done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and 

discuss it with others if you wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would 

like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part. Thank you for 

taking the time to read this.  

Who will conduct the research?  

Dr Bo Yao, Division of Neuroscience and Experimental Psychology, University of 
Manchester, UK 

What is the aim of the research? 

This study will investigate language comprehension of dialogues using eye tracking. 

Why have I been chosen? 

You have been chosen because you are a native speaker of English, have no 

learning/reading/speaking disabilities and have already volunteered to participate in this study 

on the SONA system or via the University’s research volunteering website.  

What would I be asked to do if I took part? 

Before you take part, the experimenter will explain what the experiment involves and ask you 

to read this information sheet and sign the consent form if you wish to proceed.  You will then 

be seated in front of a PC and rest your head on a chin rest. 

Your task is to read 36 short stories presented on a computer screen at your own pace.  Whilst 

reading the stories, your eye movements will be recorded using an eye tracker.  After some of 

the trials, a comprehension question will appear to assess your understanding of the story.  

The reading session will be split into two blocks.  In one block, you will be asked to repeatedly 

say ‘one, two, three, four…’ out loud while reading the text.  In the other block, you will be 

asked to repeatedly tap the desk with the fingers of your left hand (in the order of index finger, 

middle finger, ring finger and little finger). 

What happens to the data collected? 

Your eye movements will be summarised and submitted to statistical testing to examine any 

effect that may be present. Your answers to the comprehension questions will be summarised 

and submitted to statistical tests to examine the level of comprehension. 
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How is confidentiality maintained? 

Your data will be anonymous.  Your name will not be used and your data will be identified by 

a randomly generated letter string.  Your code and other personal identifiers will be kept 

separately from your data and stored securely in Dr Bo Yao’s office.  You cannot be identified 

by anyone else.  No personal identifiers will be used in reporting the study. Your anonymous 

data may be shared with colleagues from another university as part of the analysis. 

Will I be paid for participating in the research? 

Yes. You will be paid at £6/hour. 

For psychology students who are in need of course credits, we can award course credits (at 

4/hour) as alternative compensation. 

As the experiment typically takes less than 30 minutes, you will likely receive £3 or 2 course 

credits. 

What is the duration of the research? 

This experiment will take less than 30 minutes. 

Where will be research be conducted? 

A behavioural lab in Zochonis building, Brunswick Street, M13 9PT. 

Will the outcomes of the research be published? 

If applicable, the outcomes of the research may be published in academic journals, books, 

conferences and/or reports to funders. 

What are the risks of taking part in the study? 

There are no anticipated risks to taking part in the study. However, the chin rest used in this 

study might cause slight discomfort to some people. 

What are the benefits of taking part in the study?  

You will have the pleasure of knowing that you have contributed to our understanding of 

language comprehension.  You will have a chance to experience what a language study is 

like.  You will learn the purpose and design of this study in more detail from the experimenter 

after the experiment.  You will also receive course credits or cash for your time. 

Do I have to take part? 

No, you do not have to take part.  If at any point during the study you decide you no longer 

wish to be part of the study, you can also withdraw without giving a reason.  Your data will be 

destroyed and not be used in the final analysis. 

Can the experimenter interrupt the study? 

The study may be interrupted by the experimenter at any time, and for several possible 

reasons such as technical issues regarding stimulus presentation, for example. 



Who has reviewed the research project? 

The project has been reviewed by the University of Manchester Research Ethics Committee. 

What if something goes wrong? 

If you have any concerns or wish to complain, you should contact Dr Bo Yao in the first 

instance by emailing: Bo.Yao@manchester.ac.uk. 

If there are any issues regarding this research that you would prefer not to discuss with 

members of the research team, please contact the Research Governance and Integrity Team 

by either writing to 'The Research Governance and Integrity Manager, Research Office, 

Christie Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL', by 

emailing: Research.complaints@manchester.ac.uk, or by telephoning 0161 275 8093 or 275 

2674 

Thank you for considering taking part in this study. Our research depends entirely on the goodwill of 

potential volunteers such as you. If you require any further information, we will be pleased to help you 

in any way we can. 
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