
PIS and consent

Facebook Interactions
 
Thank you for your interest in this project, which is
concerned with factors influencing how we interact with
information we see on Facebook. 

If you choose to take part in this study, you will be asked
to complete a number of demographic questions, then
three short questionnaires measuring your personality,
political views, and knowledge about digital media. You
will then be shown a small number of items that had
been posted on Facebook, and will be asked to rate
how likely you would be to ‘share’ them, along with other
aspects of your reaction to them. Once you have done
this, you will be asked again for your consent to use the
data you've supplied for research purposes. Finally, you'll
see some more information about the study and what
we are trying to find out. 

Participating in this study should take most people
around  10 minutes. 

No information from which you can be personally



identified (names, email addresses, or similar) will
be collected or shared at any time, or published in
research outputs arising from this project.
We will take care to respect your privacy at all times.
The duty of confidentiality is not absolute and in
exceptional circumstances this may be overridden
by more compelling duties such as to protect
individuals from harm. 
You will not receive personalised feedback about the
questions you complete on the next pages. However,
you will receive debriefing information about the
study once you have completed it.
If you do not wish to answer any of the questions,
you do not need to do so. If you change your mind
about participating, you have the right to stop at
any time without giving a reason. Data you have
already submitted in this study will not be analysed.
Participants will be given unique codes at the point
of test to allow for their data to be identified should
they request to withdraw. If you wish to withdraw
your data, simply email the principal investigator
T.Buchanan@westminster.ac.uk, stating your
participant code and asking to withdraw, within 14
days of participating. After this time, your
anonymised data will have been included in
aggregate datasets for analysis.
The data you provide will be stored indefinitely on



computer systems controlled by the University of
Westminster. The data you provide may be re-used
in other research projects at the University of
Westminster or elsewhere. The data may be
transferred or made openly available to other
researchers, e.g. through a data repository, for such
purposes. This includes, but is not limited to, the UK
Data Service archive.
No risks to you as an individual are anticipated as a
result of your participation. 
You will receive compensation for participating,
according to the rates and procedures you have
agreed with the research panel company that
provided you with a link to this study.
All participants must be aged 18 or over.

This project is being conducted at the University of
Westminster in the UK. It has been approved by the
University of Westminster Research Ethics Committee
(project code ETH1819-1420). The principal investigator
is Professor Tom Buchanan
(t.buchanan@westminster.ac.uk) who should be the
first point of contact if you have any queries. If you have
any complaints, you may contact the Head of School of
Social Sciences, Professor Dibyesh Anand



(D.Anand@westminster.ac.uk). This research is being
funded by the Centre for Research and Evidence on
Security Threats – an independent Centre
commissioned by the Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC) and which is funded in part by the UK’s
security and intelligence agencies.  
 

If you have read the information above, are aged 18 or over, and give your consent

to participate under these conditions, please tick "I wish to take part in the study"

and then click the 'Continue' button.

Demographics

Questions about you

What is your gender?

I wish to take part in the study

I do not wish to take part in the study

Male

Female

Other

Prefer not to say



In which country do you reside?

What is the highest level of education you have
completed?

What is your age in years?

Which of these best describes your main current
occupational status?

Less than High School

High School / Secondary School

Some post-school College or University education

College or University undergraduate degree

Master's Degree

Doctoral Degree

Professional Degree (JD, MD)

Employed for wages

Self-employed



Some people describe political affiliation on a left to
right spectrum. Please indicate where you believe your
political ideology lies on this spectrum. 

About how often do you visit or use Facebook?

Personality

Unemployed but looking for work

Home-maker

Student

Retired

Unable to work for health or other reasons

Left

Centre

Right

Several times a day

About once a day

A few times a week

Every few weeks

Less often

Not at all



Printed on this page, there are phrases describing
people's behaviors. Please use the rating scale below to
describe how accurately each statement
describes you. Describe yourself as you generally are
now, not as you wish to be in the future. Describe
yourself as you honestly see yourself, in relation to other
people you know of the same sex as you are, and
roughly your same age. So that you can describe
yourself in an honest manner, your responses will be
kept in absolute confidence. Please read each
statement carefully, and then fill in the bubble that
corresponds to your reply.

These page timer metrics will not be displayed to the recipient.

First Click: 0 seconds

Last Click: 0 seconds

Page Submit: 0 seconds

Click Count: 0 clicks

   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

1. Tend to vote for
conservative
political candidates.

  

2. Have frequent
mood swings.

  

3. Am not easily



bothered by things.   

4. Believe in the
importance of art.

  

5. Am the life of the
party.

  

6. Am skilled in
handling social
situations.

  

7. Am always
prepared.

  

   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

8. Make plans and
stick to them.

  

9. Dislike myself.   

10. Respect others.   

11. Insult people.   

12. Seldom feel blue.   

13. Don't like to draw
attention to myself.

  

14. Carry out my
plans.

  

   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

15. Am not
interested in
abstract ideas.

  



16. Make friends
easily.

  

17. Tend to vote for
liberal political
candidates.

  

18. Know how to
captivate people.

  

19. Believe that
others have good
intentions.

  

20. Do just enough
work to get by.

  

21. Find it difficult to
get down to work.

  

   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

22. Panic easily.   

23. Avoid
philosophical
discussions.

  

24. Accept people
as they are.

  

25. Do not enjoy
going to art
museums.

  

26. Pay attention to
details.

  

27. Keep in the
background.

  

28. Feel comfortable
with myself.

  



   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

29. Waste my time.   

30. Get back at
others.

  

31. Get chores done
right away.

  

32. Don't talk a lot.   

33. Am often down
in the dumps.

  

34. Shirk my duties.   

35. Do not like art.   

   

Very
Inaccurate

Moderately
Inaccurate

Neither
Inaccurate

nor
Accurate

Moderately
Accurate

Very
Accurate

36. Often feel blue.   

37. Cut others to
pieces.

  

38. Have a good
word for everyone.

  

39. Don't see things
through.

  

40. Feel
comfortable around
people.

  

41. Have little to say.   



Conservatism

Your Political and Social Attitudes
 
Please indicate the extent to which you feel positive or negative
towards each issue. Scores of 0 indicate greater negativity, and
scores of 100 indicate greater positivity. Scores of 50 indicate that
you feel neutral about the issue.
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Very Negative Neutral Very Positive

   
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

The family unit   

Religion   

Gun ownership   

Welfare benefits   

   
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Business   

Abortion   

Military and national
security

  



Koc Barut Digital Media Literacy Scale

The term “media” used in the following items, unless
otherwise specified, refers to current digital technology
platforms including but not limited to web sites, online
forums, social networks, video sharing sites and virtual
worlds in which anyone can share any digital content.
Please indicate how you feel about your knowledge and
skills for each of the following statements.

Patriotism   

   
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Limited government   

Traditional values   

Fiscal responsibility   

Traditional marriage   
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Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I know how to use



searching tools to
get information
needed in the
media.

  

I am good at
catching up with the
changes in the
media.

  

It is easy for me to
make use of various
media environments
to reach information.

  

I realize explicit and
implicit media
messages.

  

I notice media
contents containing
mobbing and
violence.

  

I understand
political, economical
and social
dimensions of
media contents.

  

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I perceive different
opinions and
thoughts in the
media.

  

I can distinguish
different functions of
media
(communication,
entertainment, etc.).

  

I am able to



determine whether
or not media
contents have
commercial
messages.

  

I manage to classify
media messages
based on their
producers, types,
purposes and so on.

  

I can compare news
and information
across different
media
environments.

  

I can combine
media messages
with my own
opinions.

  

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I consider media
rating symbols to
choose which media
contents to use.

  

It is easy for me to
make decision
about the accuracy
of media messages.

  

I am able to analyze
positive and
negative effects of
media contents on
individuals.

  

I can evaluate
media in terms of
legal and ethical

  



rules (copyright,
human rights, etc.).

I can assess media
in terms of
credibility, reliability,
objectivity and
currency.

  

I manage to defend
myself from the risks
and consequences
caused by media
contents.

  

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

It is easy for me to
create user
accounts and
profiles in media
environments.

  

I can use hardware
necessary for
developing media
contents (text,
image, video, etc.).

  

I am able to use
software necessary
for developing
media contents
(text, image, video,
etc.).

  

These page timer metrics will not be displayed to the recipient.

First Click: 0 seconds

Last Click: 0 seconds

Page Submit: 0 seconds



The term “media” used in the following items, unless
otherwise specified, refers to current digital technology
platforms including but not limited to web sites, online
forums, social networks, video sharing sites and virtual
worlds in which anyone can share any digital content.
Please indicate how you feel about your knowledge and
skills for each of the following statements.

Click Count: 0 clicks

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I can use basic
operating tools
(button, hyperlinks,
file transfer etc) in
the media.

  

I am good at
sharing digital
media contents and
messages on the
Internet.

  

I can make
contribution or
comments to media
contents shared by
others.

  

I am able to rate or
review media
contents based on
my personal
interests and liking.

  



I manage to
influence others’
opinions by
participating to
social media
environments.

  

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Neither
Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I can make
contribution to
media by reviewing
current matters
from different
perspectives (social,
economical,
ideological etc.).

  

I am able to
collaborate and
interact with diverse
media users
towards a common
purpose.

  

It is easy for me to
construct online
identity consistent
with real personal
characteristics.

  

I can make
discussions and
comments to inform
or direct people in
the media.

  

I am skilled at
designing media
contents that reflect
critical thinking of
certain matters.

  

Neither



Instructions

You will now see a series of three Facebook postings,
and will be asked to rate each one.

1AL-2BL-3CL

   

Strongly
Disagree Disagree

Agree Nor
Disagree Agree

Strongly
Agree

I am good at
producing opposite
or alternative media
contents.

  

I produce media
contents respectful
to people’s different
ideas and private
lives.

  

It is important for
me to create media
contents that
comply with legal
and ethical rules.

  

I am able to develop
original visual and
textual media
contents (video
clips, web page,
etc.)
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?

  



Now please look at these three postings again:





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  



 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?
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Neither
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nor

Unlikely     
Very
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These page timer metrics will not be displayed to the recipient.

First Click: 0 seconds

Last Click: 0 seconds

Page Submit: 0 seconds

Click Count: 0 clicks



Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?

  



Now please look at these three postings again:





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  



 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
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Very
Unlikely     

Neither
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nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
 

   

Very
Unlikely     

Neither
Likely
nor

Unlikely     
Very
Likely

How likely would
you be to share it
to your own
public timeline?

  



Now please look at these three postings again:





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?

  



 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
message is
accurate and
truthful?

  

How likely do you
think it is that you
have seen it before
today?
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Thinking about the Facebook posting above:
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Now please look at these three postings again:





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
likely    Very likely

How likely do you
think it is that the
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truthful?

  

How likely do you
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today?

  





 Thinking about the Facebook posting above:

   

Not at all
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Now please look at these three postings again:
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Now please look at these three postings again:
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A friend of yours recently shared this on Facebook,
commenting that they thought it was important and
asking all their friends to share it:
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Now please look at these three postings again:
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Sharing Fake News (PEW format)

Have you ever shared a political news story online that
you later found out was made up?

And have you ever shared a political news story online
that you thought AT THE TIME was made up? 

Consent 2

Finally...

Can your answers be (anonymously) logged and used for research?

You should answer NO if, for example, you have done this test before, did not answer the

questions seriously, or do not want to participate in our research. 

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes, use my responses

No, do not use my responses



Debrief

Thank you for taking part in this study.
 

We are trying to investigate factors that influence
whether people interact with material posted on
Facebook - and in particular, what influences the extent
to which 'Fake News' items may be propagated. This is
seen as a significant problem for society nowadays,
and governments and other public bodies are working
to find ways to minimise the harm it does to society.

In this experiment, you first completed measures of
personality, digital media literacy, and political
orientation. 

You then saw three items that had been publicly posted
on Facebook in the past. These were all genuine
examples of disinformation – material that was untrue,
and had been posted online for the explicit purpose of
misleading people (e.g. for political purposes).

Some respondents randomly saw the messages
appearing to have been posted by trustworthy sources
(e.g. a news website), while others saw the same
messages but posted by a less trustworthy source.



 Similarly, some respondents saw the messages with
information that it had previously been shared by a
large number of people, while for others it appeared to
have been shared only a few times.

The purpose of this was to test the hypotheses that the
trustworthiness of the source, or the extent to which
other people had endorsed it, would influence your own
likelihood of sharing it. Similarly, we wanted to test
whether your own personality, or digital media literacy,
influence the likelihood of you sharing it. Finally, we were
interested in whether the extent to which the orientation
of the messages was consistent with your own political
orientation influenced the likelihood of you sharing it.

We expect the findings to be informative about which
message and recipient characteristics might influence
the likelihood of false material spreading online. This
should provide evidence that can be used by public
bodies developing initiatives to reduce the spread of
disinformation and the harm it does.
Thank you once again for your help with this
project. Your individual participant code
was ${e://Field/ID%20Code} . You can use this if you
need to get in touch with us about your participation. If
you wish to withdraw your data, simply email the
principal investigator T.Buchanan@westminster.ac.uk,
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stating your participant code and asking to withdraw,
within 14 days of participating.

The study is now complete. Please now click on
'Continue' to finish up.

Tom Buchanan
University of Westminster.
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