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Master_CNS_DE translation 
 

 

Start of Block: Welcome page 

 
Q1 

 
 

 

 
Q2 Thank you for agreeing to participate in the 'Bright Futures' research project. This survey 
focuses on your expectations and experiences of international education. Your participation is 
voluntary but we hope you take part because telling us your experience will make an 
indispensable contribution to the broader understanding of international student mobility.  
 
  This study is being conducted in accordance with the Data Protection Act. All your answers will 
remain confidential.  No personal information will be identifiable. 
  The survey will take around 20 to 25 minutes. As a token of our gratitude, we have prepared 
an  €11 Amazon voucher (and an additional  €3 if you answer a few more questions) for 
you that you can claim upon completion of the survey. 

 By ticking this box, you confirm your informed consent to participate in this 
survey.  

 

 

Page Break  
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End of Block: Welcome page 
 

Start of Block: Section A 

 
Q3 Browser Meta Info 
Browser  
Version  
Operating System  
Screen Resolution  
Flash Version  
Java Support  
User Agent  
 

 

Page Break  
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A1 First, we would like to know some information about you. 
  
 What is your current level of study? 

o Undergraduate (e.g. BA, BSc, BEng)  

o Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng)  

o PhD degree  
 

Skip To: End of Block If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current 
level of study? = PhD degree 

 

Page Break  

A2 Are you one of the following? 

o A student in a link program (e.g. 2+2, 3+1, 1+1+1, etc.)  

o An exchange student  

o None of these  
 

Skip To: End of Block If Are you one of the following? = An exchange student 

 

Page Break  

A3 What year did you arrive in Germany (not including short-term visits)? 

▼ 2000 and before ... 2017 

 

 

Page Break  

A4 What is your date of birth? 
 

 

 
 
A4a Year 

▼ 1980 and before ... 2000 and after 
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A4b Month 

▼ 1 ... 12 

 

 

Page Break  

A5 What is your gender? 

o Male  

o Female  
 

 

Page Break  

A6 What is your ethnicity? 

o Han  

o Zhuang  

o Man  

o Hui  

o Miao  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

A7 What is your current hukou status? 

o Agricultural  

o Non-Agricultural (including collective hukou)  
 

Page Break  
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A8 And your hukou status before undergraduate studies? 

o Agricultural  

o Non-Agricultural (including collective hukou)  
 

 

Page Break  

A9 Where did you obtain your high school degree? 

o In the city/town where your family lived  

o In another city/town in the province where your family lived  

o In a different province  

o Outside Mainland China  
 

 

Page Break  

Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In a different province 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In the city/town where your family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In another city/town in the province where your 
family lived 

A10 In which place did you obtain your high school degree? 
   

 Province City/County 

    

   ▼ Beijing ... Xinjiang  

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = Outside Mainland China 

A11 In which country or region did you obtain your high school degree? 

o USA  

o Canada  

o Australia  

o Germany  

o Singapore  

o Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

Page Break  

Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In the city/town where your family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In another city/town in the province where your 
family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In a different province 

 
A12 What type of high school did you attend?  

o Key school  

o Non-key school  

o Vocational high school  

o International/Private high school  

o Foreign language school  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In the city/town where your family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In another city/town in the province where your 
family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In a different province 

A13 Did your family pay the school selection fee to your high school? 

o Yes  

o No  
 

 

Page Break  

Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In the city/town where your family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In another city/town in the province where your 
family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In a different province 

A14 In the last term of high school, your overall ranking in your class was...? 

o Top 5%  

o 5-20%  

o 20-50%  

o 50-80%  

o Lowest 20%  
 

 

Page Break  

  



 
 

 Page 8 of 92

Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = Outside Mainland China 

A15 In the last term of high school, how did your academic record rank in your class...? 
Please try your best to estimate. 

o Near the bottom  

o Below the average  

o About the average  

o Above the average  

o Around the top  
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In the city/town where your family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In another city/town in the province where your 
family lived 

Or Where did you obtain your high school degree? = In a different province 

 
 
A16 How many times have you taken gaokao? 

o None  

o Once  

o Twice  

o Three times or more  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If How many times have you taken gaokao? = Once 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Twice 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Three times or more 

 
 
A17 When did you last take gaokao? (Year) 

▼ 2000 or earlier ... 2017 

 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If How many times have you taken gaokao? = Once 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Twice 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Three times or more 

 
 
A18 The last time you took gakao, which type of exam did you take? 

o Wenke (Humanities)  

o Li'ke (Sciences)  

o Zonghe (Comprehensive)  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If How many times have you taken gaokao? = Once 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Twice 

Or How many times have you taken gaokao? = Three times or more 

 
A19 What are your gaokao scores? Please try your best to estimate.  
 Please provide the latest scores if you took gaokao more than once. 
If you don't remember the exact score, please give an approximate score. 

o Total score ________________________________________________ 

o Score for Chinese ________________________________________________ 

o Score for Math ________________________________________________ 

o Score for English ________________________________________________ 
 

 

  
 
A20 What is your current year of study? 

o Year 1  

o Year 2  

o Year 3  

o Year 4 or above  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 

 
 
A21  
And now we would like to ask you a few questions about your current studies.   
  Where did you obtain your undergraduate degree?   
If you studied in more than one country or region, report the one where you spent more time. 

o Mainland China  

o South Korea  

o Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan  

o Singapore  

o USA  

o Canada  

o Australia  

o Germany  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 

And And now we would like to ask you a few questions about your current studies.   Where did you 
obta... = Mainland China 

 
 
A22 In which province is your undergraduate university?  
Please choose the province and write the full name of the university either in English or in 
Pinyin.  
   

 Province University 

    

   ▼ Beijing ... Xinjiang  

 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Undergraduate (e.g. BA, BSc, BEng) 

A23 What is the subject of your undergraduate degree? 

o Business and administrative studies  

o Economics and finances  

o Law  

o Architecture, building and planning  

o Engineering and technology  

o Natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, physical geography etc.)  

o Agriculture  

o Computer science  

o Mathematical sciences  

o Social sciences (political science, sociology, human geography, psychology, social work 
etc.)  

o Mass communication and documentation  

o Philosophy  

o Literature, languages and translation/interpretation  

o History  

o Creative arts and design  

o Education  

o Medical studies (including pharmaceutical, veterinarian etc.)  

o Military  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
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Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 

 
 



 
 

 Page 15 of 92

A24 What was the subject of your undergraduate degree? 

o Business and administrative studies  

o Economics and finances  

o Law  

o Architecture, building and planning  

o Engineering and technology  

o Natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, physical geography etc.)  

o Agriculture  

o Computer science  

o Mathematical sciences  

o Social sciences, social studies or geography (political science, sociology, human 
geography, psychology, social work etc.)  

o Mass communication and documentation  

o Philosophy  

o Literature, languages and translation/interpretation  

o History  

o Creative arts and design  

o Education  

o Medical studies (including pharmaceutical, veterinarian, etc.)  

o Military  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 
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A25 What is the subject of your Master's degree? 

o Business and administrative studies  

o Economics and finances  

o Law  

o Architecture, building and planning  

o Engineering and technology  

o Natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, physical geography etc.)  

o Agriculture  

o Computer science  

o Mathematical sciences  

o Social sciences, social studies or geography (political science, sociology, human 
geography, psychology, social work etc.)  

o Mass communication and documentation  

o Philosophy  

o Literature, languages and translation/interpretation  

o History  

o Creative arts and design  

o Education  

o Medical studies (including pharmaceutical, veterinarian etc.)  

o Military  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

Page Break  
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A26 Below is a list of language tests. Please indicate your overall score for each of the 
tests you have taken. 

     

 Overall Score Did Not Take 

TestDaF     

DSH     

College English Test Band 4 
(CET4)  

   

College English Test Band 6 
(CET6)  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 

 
 
A27 Did you have a job after your undergraduate studies and before your current 
studies?  
Please do not include internships. 

o Yes  

o No  
 

 

Page Break  

 

End of Block: Section A 
 

Start of Block: Section B 
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B1 Below is a list of brief descriptions of people. 
 Please indicate for each description whether that person is not at all like you, somewhat 
unlike you, neither like you nor unlike you, somewhat like you, or very much like you. 

 
Not at 
all like 

me 

Somewhat 
unlike me 

Neither like 
me nor unlike 

me 

Somewhat 
like me 

Very much 
like me 

Thinking up new 
ideas and being 

creative is important 
to this person; he/she 
likes to do things in 
his/her own way.  

o  o  o  o  o  

It is important to this 
person to make their 
own decisions about 
what he/she does; 

he/she likes to be free 
to plan and to choose 

his/her activities.  

o  o  o  o  o  

This person looks for 
adventures and likes 
to take risks. He/she 

wants to have an 
exciting life.  

o  o  o  o  o  

Being very successful 
is important to this 

person; he/she likes 
other people to 

recognize his/her 
achievements.  

o  o  o  o  o  
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End of Block: Section B 
 

Start of Block: Section C 

 
 
C1 Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad. 
  
 How important was each of the following in influencing your decision to study abroad? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Parents  o  o  o  o  o  
Extended 

family 
members  o  o  o  o  o  
University 
professors  o  o  o  o  o  
High school 

teachers  o  o  o  o  o  
Friends in 

China  o  o  o  o  o  
Friends 

elsewhere  o  o  o  o  o  
Professional 

agents  o  o  o  o  o  
Education 
fair/expo  o  o  o  o  o  

Social media 
(e.g. Weibo, 

wechat, 
forums etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of the 
fo... [ Parents ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Extended family members ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ University professors ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ High school teachers ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Friends in China ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Friends elsewhere ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Professional agents ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Education fair/expo ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad.How important was each of 
the fo... [ Social media (e.g. Weibo, wechat, forums etc.) ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Carry Forward Unselected Choices from "Now we would like to know about your decision on studying 
abroad.  How important was each of the following in influencing your decision to study abroad?" 
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C1a Now we would like to know about your decision on studying abroad. 
  
 How important was each of the following in influencing your decision to study abroad?  
Please provide a response. 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Parents  o  o  o  o  o  
Extended 

family 
members  o  o  o  o  o  
University 
professors  o  o  o  o  o  
High school 

teachers  o  o  o  o  o  
Friends in 

China  o  o  o  o  o  
Friends 

elsewhere  o  o  o  o  o  
Professional 

agents  o  o  o  o  o  
Education 
fair/expo  o  o  o  o  o  

Social media 
(e.g. Weibo, 

wechat, 
forums etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
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C2 Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.   
Please tick all that apply. 

   

Mainland China    

Singapore    

Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan    

Japan    

South Korea    

USA    

Canada    

Australia    

New Zealand    

UK    

Germany    

France    

Other, please specify    
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Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or regions.    Pl... 
!= Mainland China [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Singapore [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Japan [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != South Korea [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != USA [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Canada [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Australia [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != New Zealand [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != UK [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != Germany [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... != France [   ] 

And Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.    Pl... Other, please specify Is Empty 
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C2a Please indicate whether you have considered studying in the following countries or 
regions.   
Please tick all that apply.  
Please provide a response.   

   

Mainland China    

Singapore    

Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan    

Japan    

South Korea    

USA    

Canada    

Australia    

New Zealand    

UK    

Germany    

France    

Other, please specify    



 
 

 Page 27 of 92

 
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
C3 How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Gain new 
experiences  o  o  o  o  o  

Meet people from 
different 

backgrounds  o  o  o  o  o  
Realize my worth as 

a person  o  o  o  o  o  
Enhance career 

prospects  o  o  o  o  o  
Gain world-class 

education  o  o  o  o  o  
Be different (from 

others)  o  o  o  o  o  
Live my own life  o  o  o  o  o  

Be away from home  o  o  o  o  o  
Be part of the global 

world  o  o  o  o  o  
Make my parents 

proud  o  o  o  o  o  
 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Gain new experiences ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Meet people from different 
backgrounds ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Realize my worth as a 
person ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Enhance career prospects ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Gain world-class education ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Be different (from others) ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Live my own life ] (Recode) 
Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Be away from home ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Be part of the global world ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? [ Make my parents proud ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Carry Forward Unselected Choices from "How important were the following in your decision to study 
abroad?" 
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C3a How important were the following in your decision to study abroad? 
Please provide a response. 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Gain new 
experiences  o  o  o  o  o  
Meet people 
from different 
backgrounds  o  o  o  o  o  
Realize my 
worth as a 

person  o  o  o  o  o  
Enhance 

career 
prospects  o  o  o  o  o  

Gain world-
class 

education  o  o  o  o  o  
Be different 

(from others)  o  o  o  o  o  
Live my own 

life  o  o  o  o  o  
Be away from 

home  o  o  o  o  o  
Be part of the 
global world  o  o  o  o  o  

Make my 
parents proud  o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  
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C4 How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Ease of obtaining visas 
for this country  o  o  o  o  o  

Possibilities of staying 
after graduation  o  o  o  o  o  

Ease of visiting home  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's language 
proximity to mother 

tongue  o  o  o  o  o  
Relatives or friends in 

the country  o  o  o  o  o  
English-speaking 

environment  o  o  o  o  o  
German-speaking 

environment  o  o  o  o  o  
Cost of living  o  o  o  o  o  

Lifestyle  o  o  o  o  o  
Cultural heritage  o  o  o  o  o  
Prejudice against 

foreigners  o  o  o  o  o  
Level of crime  o  o  o  o  o  

Climate  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's economic 
relations with home 

country  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's political 

relations with home 
country  o  o  o  o  o  
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Quality of education  o  o  o  o  o  
Length of time it takes 

to obtain degree  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's level of 

development  o  o  o  o  o  
 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Ease of obtaining visas 
for this country ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Possibilities of staying 
after graduation ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Ease of visiting home ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Country's language 
proximity to mother tongue ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Relatives or friends in 
the country ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ German-speaking 
environment ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Cost of living ] (Recode) 
Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Lifestyle ] (Recode) Is 
Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Cultural heritage ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Prejudice against 
foreigners ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Level of crime ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Climate ] (Recode) Is 
Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Country's economic 
relations with home country ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Country's political 
relations with home country ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Quality of education ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Length of time it takes to 
obtain degree ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding in which country to study? [ Country's level of 
development ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Carry Forward Unselected Choices from "How important were the following in deciding in which country 
to study?" 
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C4a How important were the following in deciding which country to study? 
Please provide a response. 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Ease of obtaining visas 
for this country  o  o  o  o  o  

Possibilities of staying 
after graduation  o  o  o  o  o  

Ease of visiting home  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's language 
proximity to mother 

tongue  o  o  o  o  o  
Relatives or friends in 

the country  o  o  o  o  o  
English-speaking 

environment  o  o  o  o  o  
German-speaking 

environment  o  o  o  o  o  
Cost of living  o  o  o  o  o  

Lifestyle  o  o  o  o  o  
Cultural heritage  o  o  o  o  o  
Prejudice against 

foreigners  o  o  o  o  o  
Level of crime  o  o  o  o  o  

Climate  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's economic 
relations with home 

country  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's political 

relations with home o  o  o  o  o  
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country  

Quality of education  o  o  o  o  o  
Length of time it takes 

to obtain degree  o  o  o  o  o  
Country's level of 

development  o  o  o  o  o  
 

Page Break  
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C5 How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Overall ranking 
of the university  o  o  o  o  o  

My subject's 
ranking at the 

university  o  o  o  o  o  
Availability of 
my preferred 

subject  o  o  o  o  o  
Quality of 

accommodation  o  o  o  o  o  
Cost of tuition  o  o  o  o  o  
University in or 
near an exciting 

city  o  o  o  o  o  
Social life  o  o  o  o  o  

Good 
transportation  o  o  o  o  o  

Number of 
Chinese 

students in 
university  

o  o  o  o  o  
Availability of 

Link 
programmes 
(1+3, 2+2, 
1+1+1 etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Overall ranking of the 
university ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ My subject's ranking 
at the university ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Availability of my 
preferred subject ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Quality of 
accommodation ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Cost of tuition ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ University in or near 
an exciting city ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Social life ] (Recode) 
Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Good transportation ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Number of Chinese 
students in university ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? [ Availability of Link 
programmes (1+3, 2+2, 1+1+1 etc.) ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Carry Forward Unselected Choices from "How important were the following in deciding at which university 
to study?" 
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C5a How important were the following in deciding at which university to study? 
Please provide a response. 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Overall ranking 
of the university  o  o  o  o  o  

My subject's 
ranking at the 

university  o  o  o  o  o  
Availability of 
my preferred 

subject  o  o  o  o  o  
Quality of 

accommodation  o  o  o  o  o  
Cost of tuition  o  o  o  o  o  
University in or 
near an exciting 

city  o  o  o  o  o  
Social life  o  o  o  o  o  

Good 
transportation  o  o  o  o  o  

Number of 
Chinese 

students in 
university  

o  o  o  o  o  
Availability of 

Link 
programmes 
(1+3, 2+2, 
1+1+1 etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  
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C6 To what extent each of the following was difficult to overcome in order to study 
abroad? 

 
Not at 

all 
difficult 

Slightly 
difficult 

Moderately 
difficult 

Very 
difficult 

Extremely 
difficult 

Getting family's agreement  o  o  o  o  o  
Financial support  o  o  o  o  o  

Language proficiency  o  o  o  o  o  
Academic performance  o  o  o  o  o  
Time and effort required 

for applying  o  o  o  o  o  
 

Page Break  

 

  
 
C7 Now that you are studying in Germany, how satisfied are you with this decision? 

o Very dissatisfied  

o Somewhat dissatisfied  

o Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  

o Somewhat satisfied  

o Very satisfied  
 

 

Page Break  
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C8 Approximately what is your annual budget for your current study (including tuition 
fees and maintenance)?   
Please try your best to estimate in Chinese yuan. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If If Approximately what is your annual budget for your current study (including tuition fees and 
maint... Text Response Is Empty 

   
 
C8a Approximately what is the annual budget for your current study (including tuition 
fees and maintenance)?   
Please try your best to estimate in Chinese yuan.   
Please provide a response. 

o Less than 50,000 Chinese yuan  

o 50,000 to 75,000  

o 75,000 to 100,000  

o 100,000 to 125,000  

o 125,000 to 150,000  

o More than 150,000 Chinese yuan  
 

 

Page Break  
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C9 How do you finance your studies and living expenses at university? 
Please tick all that apply. 

 Money from parents  

 Money from relatives and friends  

 Part-time work  

 Student loan  

 Scholarship/funding (Chinese government, private foundations)  

 Scholarship/funding (Overseas organisation)  

 From my own savings  

 Other sources  
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End of Block: Section C 
 

Start of Block: Section D 

 
 
D1 Now we would like to know a little bit about your everyday life. 
  
 How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with life overall? 

o Very satisfied  

o Satisfied  

o Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  

o Dissatisfied  

o Very dissatisfied  
 

 

Page Break  

D2 What is your current weight?  
 If you are not sure about your current weight, please provide an estimate. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

Display This Question: 

If If What is your current weight? If you are not sure about your current weight, please provide an 
est... Text Response Is Empty 

  
 
D2a What is your current weight? 
 If you are not sure about your current weight, please provide an estimate. 
Please provide a response. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  
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D3 What is your current height? 
 If you are not sure about your current height, please provide an estimate. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If If What is your height? If you are not sure about your current height, please provide an estimate. 
Text Response Is Empty 

  
 
D3a What is your current height? 
If you are not sure about your current height, please provide an estimate. 
Please provide a response. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  
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D4 How often do you do the following? 

 Never 
Once a 

month or less 
Several times 

a month 
Several times 

a week 
Daily 

Do physical 
activity for at 

least 20 
minutes that 
makes you 
sweat or 

breathe more 
heavily than 

usual  

o  o  o  o  o  

Eat fresh fruit 
or vegetables  o  o  o  o  o  
Eat fast-food 

(burgers, 
pizza, instant 
noodles etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
Eat animal 

protein (white 
meat, red 

meat, 
seafood etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Eat non-meat 
animal 

protein (eggs, 
milk etc.)  

o  o  o  o  o  
Eat plant 

protein (bean, 
nuts etc.)  o  o  o  o  o  

 
 

 

Page Break  
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D5 How long do you usually sleep? 

  

On a typical weekday  ▼ 5h 00min or less ... 11h or more 

On a typical weekend day  ▼ 5h 00min or less ... 11h or more 

 
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
D6 In the past seven days, how often did you have trouble falling asleep? 

o Never  

o One night  

o Some nights  

o Most nights  

o Every night  
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
D7 How long do you usually spend on the following activities in a typical day? 

  

Study/coursework (not including lectures, 
seminars etc.)  

▼ 0 hours ... 12 hours or more 

Sports (including individual exercise)  ▼ 0 hours ... 12 hours or more 
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D8 In the past 30 days, how often did you feel...? 

 
None of the 

time 
A little of the 

time 
Some of the 

time 
Most of the 

time 
All of the time 

So sad that 
nothing could 
cheer you up  o  o  o  o  o  

Nervous  o  o  o  o  o  
Restless or 

fidgety  o  o  o  o  o  
Hopeless  o  o  o  o  o  

That 
everything 

was an effort  o  o  o  o  o  
Worthless  o  o  o  o  o  

Lonely  o  o  o  o  o  
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End of Block: Section D 
 

Start of Block: Mixed 1 

 
Mixed 1 The following sometimes make people angry or upset.   
Mixed 1 The price of oil going up, increasing the price of long haul flights 
Mixed 1 Professional athletes getting million-dollar-plus salaries 
Mixed 1 Large corporations polluting the environment 
 
Mixed 1 Please write in numbers how many, if any, of these make you angry or upset. We are 
only interested in knowing how many but not which ones.     

▼ 0 ... Prefer not to say 

 

End of Block: Mixed 1 
 

Start of Block: Mixed 2 

 
Mixed 2 The following sometimes make people angry or upset.  
Mixed 2 The price of oil going up, increasing the price of long haul flights 
Mixed 2 Professional athletes getting million-dollar-plus salaries 
Mixed 2 Large corporations polluting the environment 
Mixed 2 A Black African family moving next door to you 
 
Mixed 2  Please write in numbers how many, if any, of these make you angry or upset. We are 
only interested in knowing how many but not which ones.     

▼ 0 ... Prefer not to say 
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End of Block: Mixed 2 
 

Start of Block: Mixed 3 

 
Mixed 3 The following sometimes make people angry or upset.   
Mixed 3 The price of oil going up, increasing the price of long haul flights 
Mixed 3 Large corporations polluting the environment 
Mixed 3 Professional athletes getting million-dollar-plus salaries 
Mixed 3 A Southeast Asian family moving next door to you 
 
Mixed 3 Please write in numbers how many, if any, of these make you angry or upset. We are 
only interested in knowing how many but not which ones.     

▼ 0 ... Prefer not to say 

 

End of Block: Mixed 3 
 

Start of Block: Section E 
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E1 Some people feel they have completely free choice and control over their lives, while 
other people feel that what they do has no real effect on what happens to them. 
 Please indicate for each description whether that person is not at all like you, somewhat like 
you, neither like you nor unlike you, somewhat like you, or very much like you? 

 
Not at all like 

me 
Somewhat 
unlike me 

Neither like 
me nor unlike 

me 

Somewhat 
like me 

Very much 
like me 

If someone 
opposes this 

person, 
he/she can 

find a way to 
get what 

he/she wants.  

o  o  o  o  o  

It is easy for 
this person to 

stick to 
his/her aims 

and 
accomplish 

his/her goals.  

o  o  o  o  o  

This person 
is confident 
that he/she 
could deal 
efficiently 

with 
unexpected 

events.  

o  o  o  o  o  

When this 
person is 

confronted 
with a 

problem, 
he/she can 

usually think 
of a solution.  

o  o  o  o  o  

 
 

 

Page Break  
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E2 To what degree do you think the following matter for one's success? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

One's own 
talent  o  o  o  o  o  

One's hard 
work  o  o  o  o  o  

One's luck  o  o  o  o  o  
One's family 
background  o  o  o  o  o  

Guanxi 
(social 

connections)  o  o  o  o  o  
One's self-
confidence  o  o  o  o  o  
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End of Block: Section E 
 

Start of Block: Section F 

 
 
F1  
Now we would like to ask you about your parents and family.   
  What is the highest level of education of your father?   
  

o No formal education  

o Primary school  

o Middle school  

o Vocational middle school (zhongzhuan)  

o High school  

o Vocational / technical high school  

o College (Dazhuan)  

o Undergraduate degree  

o Master's degree  

o Doctorate degree  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 

o Don't know  
 

 

Page Break  
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F2 What is the highest level of education of your mother? 

o No formal education  

o Primary school  

o Middle school  

o Vocational middle school (zhongzhuan)  

o High school  

o Vocational / technical high school  

o College (Dazhuan)  

o Undergraduate degree  

o Master's degree  

o Doctorate degree  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 

o Don't know  
 

 

Page Break  
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F3 What is the activity status of your father?  
 
 

o Employee  

o Self-employed worker  

o Private owner  

o Retired  

o Retired, but still working  

o Temporarily out of work/unemployed  

o Economically inactive (e.g. looking after household/family, long-term sick)  

o Never worked  

o Deceased  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If What is the activity status of your father? != Temporarily out of work/unemployed 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Employee 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Self-employed worker 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Private owner 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Retired 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Retired, but still working 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Economically inactive (e.g. looking after 
household/family, long-term sick) 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Deceased 

And What is the activity status of your father? != Never worked 

 
 
F3a What is the activity status of your father?  
Please provide a response. 

o Employee  

o Self-employed worker  

o Private owner  

o Retired  

o Retired, but still working  

o Temporarily out of work/unemployed  

o Economically inactive (e.g. looking after household/family, long-term sick)  

o Never worked  

o Deceased  

o Don't know  
 

 

Page Break  
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F4 What is the activity status of your mother?  
 
 

o Employee  

o Self-employed worker  

o Private owner  

o Retired  

o Retired, but still working  

o Temporarily out of work/unemployed  

o Economically inactive (e.g. looking after household/family, long-term sick)  

o Never worked  

o Deceased  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If What is the activity status of your mother? != Temporarily out of work/unemployed 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Employee 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Self-employed worker 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Private owner 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Retired 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Retired, but still working 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Economically inactive (e.g. looking after 
household/family, long-term sick) 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Deceased 

And What is the activity status of your mother? != Never worked 

 
 
F4a What is the activity status of your mother?  
Please provide a response. 

o Employee  

o Self-employed worker  

o Private owner  

o Retired  

o Retired, but still working  

o Temporarily out of work/unemployed  

o Economically inactive (e.g. looking after household/family, long-term sick)  

o Never worked  

o Deceased  

o Don't know  
 

 

Page Break  
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F5 Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?  
If not currently working, please report the last occupation. 

 

Professional 
and 

technical 
occupations 
(e.g. doctor, 

teacher, 
engineer, 

artist, 
accountant) 

Higher 
administrator 
occupations 
(e.g. banker, 
executive in 
big business, 

high 
government 
official, union 

official) 

Clerical 
occupations 

(e.g. 
secretary, 

clerk, office 
manager, 

book keeper) 

Sales 
occupations 

(e.g. sales 
manager, 

shop owner, 
shop 

assistant, 
insurance 

agent) 

Service 
occupations 

(e.g. 
restaurant 

owner, 
police 
officer, 
waiter, 

caretaker, 
barber, 
armed 
forces) 

Skilled 
worker 

(e.g. 
foreman, 

motor 
mechanic, 

printer, 
tool 

maker, 
electrician) 

Semi-
skilled 
worker

(such as: 
bricklayer, 

bus 
driver, 

cannery 
worker, 

carpenter, 
sheet 
metal 

worker, 
baker) 

Father  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
Mother  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?  If not currently working,... = 
Father [ Not applicable ] 

Or Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?  If not currently working,... 
= Father [ Don't know ] 

Or Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?  If not currently working,... 
= Mother [ Not applicable ] 

Or Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?  If not currently working,... 
= Mother [ Don't know ] 

 
 
F5a Which of the following best describe the sort of work your parents do?   
If not currently working, please report the last occupation. 
  
 You have selected "not applicable" or "don't know" for one or both parents. Please consider 
whether any of the following apply: 
  
 If the parent is currently not working or economically inactive, please report the last 
occupation. 
 If the parent is retired, please report the last occupation before retirement. 
 If the parent is self-employed, please choose the best fitting option amongst the categories. 
  
 Else, choose "not applicable" or "don't know". 

 

Professional 
and 

technical 
occupations 
(e.g. doctor, 

teacher, 
engineer, 

artist, 
accountant) 

Higher 
administrator 
occupations 
(e.g. banker, 
executive in 
big business, 

high 
government 
official, union 

official) 

Clerical 
occupations 

(e.g. 
secretary, 

clerk, office 
manager, 

book keeper) 

Sales 
occupations 

(e.g. sales 
manager, 

shop owner, 
shop 

assistant, 
insurance 

agent) 

Service 
occupations 

(e.g. 
restaurant 

owner, 
police 
officer, 
waiter, 

caretaker, 
barber, 
armed 
forces) 

Skilled 
worker 

(e.g. 
foreman, 

motor 
mechanic, 

printer, 
tool 

maker, 
electrician) 

Semi-
skilled 
worker

(such as: 
bricklayer, 

bus 
driver, 

cannery 
worker, 

carpenter, 
sheet 
metal 

worker, 
baker) 

Father  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
Mother  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 
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F6 What type of institution do your parents work for?  
  

 

Chinese state 
sector shiye 

danwei 
(governmental 
departments) 

Chinese 
state sector 

shiye 
danwei 

(educational 
and 

research 
institutions) 

Chinese 
state 

sector 
shiye 

danwei 
(other) 

Chinese 
state 

sector 
qiye 

danwei 

Private 
sector 

in 
China 

Joint-
capital 

(Chinese-
Foreign) 

hezi 
company 
in China 

Foreign 
(capital) 

waizi 
company 
in China 

Own 
business 

Freelancing

Father  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Mother  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  

 

  
 
F7 Approximately what is your family annual household income, including that of 
everyone who lives at your parental residence?  
 Please try your best to estimate in Chinese yuan. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If If Approximately what is your family annual household income, including that of everyone who lives 
a... Text Response Is Empty 

 
 
F7a Approximately what is your family annual household income, including that of everyone 
who lives at your parental residence?   
Please try your best to estimate in Chinese yuan. 
 Please provide a response. 

o Less than 10,000 yuan  

o 10,000 to 20,000  

o 20,000 to 40,000  

o 40,000 to 60,000  

o 60,000 to 80,000  

o 80,000 to 100,000  

o 100,000 to 200,000  

o 200,000 to 300,000  

o 300,000 to 500,000  

o 500,000 to 1 million  

o More than 1 million Chinese yuan  

o Don't know  

o Prefer not to say  
 

 

Page Break  
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F8  
What are your parents' political affiliations?  

 
Chinese Communist 

Party 
Democratic Parties 

No party affiliation 
(qunzhong) 

Father  o  o  o  
Mother  o  o  o  

 
 

 

Page Break  

 
 
F9 How many brothers/sisters do you have? 
Please write in numbers. 

o Younger sister ________________________________________________ 

o Younger brother ________________________________________________ 

o Elder sister ________________________________________________ 

o Elder brother ________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
F10 How many people live in your parental residence? 
 If you live with your parents, please do not count yourself. 
Please write in numbers. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  
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F11 How acceptable or unacceptable is it for you to date someone from the following 
groups? 

 
Very 

Unacceptable 
Unacceptable 

Neither 
acceptable 

nor 
unacceptable 

Acceptable 
Very 

acceptable 

Ghanian  o  o  o  o  o  
German  o  o  o  o  o  

Vietnamese  o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
F12 What is your relationship status? 

o Single  

o In a steady relationship  

o Married  

o Would rather not say  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If What is your relationship status? = In a steady relationship 

Or What is your relationship status? = Married 

 
 
F13 When did your relationship with your current boyfriend/girlfriend/spouse start? 

o Less than 6 months ago  

o 6 months - 1 year ago  

o 1-2 years ago  

o 2-3 years ago  

o More than 3 years ago  
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If What is your relationship status? = In a steady relationship 

Or What is your relationship status? = Married 

 
 
F14 Where does your boyfriend/girlfriend/spouse live? 

o In the same place where I study  

o In a different place from where I study, but in the same country  

o In China  

o In a different country  
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End of Block: Section F 
 

Start of Block: Section G 

  
 
G1 Looking ahead, we would like to know a little bit about your future and your plans. 
  
 Imagine a situation where there are no constraints (e.g. financially or family related) for 
you to choose in which region to live. Of the regions listed below, how much would you 
like living in each?  
    
Other than in China, I would like to live in ... 

 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Undecided Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 

East Asia  o  o  o  o  o  
South East 

Asia  o  o  o  o  o  
Western 
Europe  o  o  o  o  o  
Eastern 
Europe  o  o  o  o  o  
North 

America  o  o  o  o  o  
Latin America  o  o  o  o  o  

Gulf 
Countries 

(e.g. Dubai, 
Kuwait)  

o  o  o  o  o  

Africa  o  o  o  o  o  
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G2 What do you plan to do after your current studies? 

o Continue studying  

o Work  

o Do nothing  

o Gap year  

o I don't know what to do yet  

o Other, please specify ________________________________________________ 
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If What do you plan to do after your current studies? = Continue studying 

 
 
G3 Where do you plan to continue your study? 

o Same country where I study now  

o Other country, please specify 
________________________________________________ 

 

 

Page Break  
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G4 Where do you intend to work after your graduation? 

o In Germany  

o In my home province in China  

o In another province in China  

o In another country  

o Maybe in Germany, but haven't decided yet  

o Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet  

o Haven't decided yet at all  
 

 

Page Break  
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Display This Question: 

If Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In my home province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In another province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet 

 
 
G5 What type of institution would you prefer to work for? 

o Chinese state sector shiye danwei (governmental departments)  

o Chinese state sector shiye danwei (educational and research institutions)  

o Chinese state sector shiye danwei (other)  

o Chinese state sector qiye danwei  

o Private sector in China  

o Joint-capital (Chinese-Foreign) hezi company in China  

o Foreign (capital) waizi company in China  

o Starting my own business  

o Freelancing  

o Family business  

o None of the above  
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Display This Question: 

If Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In my home province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In another province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In another country 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Haven't decided yet at all 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In Germany 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Maybe in Germany, but haven't decided 
yet 

  
 
G7 What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?   
Please do your best to provide an estimate. 

o Less than 3,000 Yuan  

o 3,000 - 5,000  

o 5,000 -  7,000  

o 7,000 - 10,000  

o 10,000 - 15,000  

o 15,000 - 20,000  

o 20,000 - 25,000  

o More than 25,000  
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Display This Question: 

If What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an estimate. 
!= Less than 3,000 Yuan 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 5,000 -  7,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 7,000 - 10,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 10,000 - 15,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 15,000 - 20,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != More than 25,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 20,000 - 25,000 

And What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate. != 3,000 - 5,000 

And If 

Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In my home province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In another province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Haven't decided yet at all 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In another country 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In Germany 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Maybe in Germany, but haven't decided 
yet 
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G7a What monthly salary do you expect after graduation?  
Please do your best to provide an estimate.  
  
Please provide a response.  
     

o Less than 3,000 Yuan  

o 3,000 - 5,000  

o 5,000 - 7,000  

o 7,000 -10,000  

o 10,000 - 15,000  

o 15,000 -20,000  

o 20,000 -25,000  

o More than 25, 000 Yuan  
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Display This Question: 

If Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In Germany 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Maybe in Germany, but haven't decided yet 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In my home province in China 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In another province in China 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In another country 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Haven't decided yet at all 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet 

  
 
G8 What annual salary do you expect after graduation?   
Please do your best to provide an estimate.  
   

o Less than €19,000  

o €19,000-€22,000  

o €22,000-€25,000  

o €25,000-€30,000  

o €30,000-€40,000  

o More than €40,000  
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Display This Question: 

If What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != Less than €19,000 

Or What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != €19,000-€22,000 

Or What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != €22,000-€25,000 

Or What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != €25,000-€30,000 

Or What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != €30,000-€40,000 

Or What annual salary do you expect after graduation?  Please do your best to provide an 
estimate.   != More than €40,000 

And If 

Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = In Germany 

And Where do you intend to work after your graduation? = Maybe in Germany, but haven't decided 
yet 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In my home province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In another province in China 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != In another country 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Haven't decided yet at all 

Or Where do you intend to work after your graduation? != Maybe in China, but haven't decided yet 

  
G8a What annual salary do you expect after graduation?   
Please do your best to provide an estimate.  
Please provide a response.  

o Less than €19,000  

o €19,000-€22,000  

o €22,000-€25,000  

o €25,000-€30,000  

o €30,000-€40,000  

o More than €40,000  
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G9 If you had studied your current  degree in China (instead of Germany), how would you 
expect your earnings  in your first job after graduation in China to be? 
 
 
Compared to what I will earn after having studied in Germany... 

o ...I would earn a lot more if I had studied in China  

o ...I would earn more if I had studied in China  

o ...I would earn the same if I had studied in China  

o ...I would earn less if I had studied in China  

o ...I would earn a lot less if I had studied in China  
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G10 How important is it for you to live in a big city? 

o Not at all important  

o Slightly important  

o Moderately important  

o Very important  

o Extremely important  
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End of Block: Section G 
 

Start of Block: Section H 

 
 
H1 In the following section, we have a list of opinions.We would like to know your views on 
these opinions.   
   
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

 
Strongly 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Strongly 
agree 

Married people are 
generally happier than 

unmarried people.  o  o  o  o  o  
It is acceptable for an 

unmarried couple to live 
together.  o  o  o  o  o  

It is more important for a 
wife to support her 

husband's career than to 
develop her own career.  

o  o  o  o  o  
The husband's role is to 
make money, and the 

wife's role is to look after 
family.  

o  o  o  o  o  
To preserve family 

lineage, one should have 
at least one male child.  o  o  o  o  o  

A married woman should 
help her husband's family 

first.  o  o  o  o  o  
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 Page 74 of 92

 
 
H2 What do you think is the ideal number of children for a couple in general? 

o None  

o 1  

o 2  

o 3  

o 4 or more  
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
H3 What is your general opinion on someone having sexual relations before marriage? 

o Always wrong  

o Sometimes wrong  

o Neither right nor wrong  

o Sometimes right  

o Always right  
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H4 What is your opinion on sexual relations between two adults of the same sex? 

o Always wrong  

o Sometimes wrong  

o Neither right nor wrong  

o Sometimes right  

o Always right  
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H5 Below are some statements people make from time to time. 
 Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

 

Stron
gly 

disag
ree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Strongly 
agree 

Government should 
reduce differences in 

income levels.  o o  o  o  o  
Differences in income in 

China are too large.  o o  o  o  o  
It is important to protect 
the environment even if 

it is at the cost of 
economic growth.  

o o  o  o  o  
It is better to live in an 
orderly society than to 
allow people so much 
freedom that they can 

become disruptive.  

o o  o  o  o  
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H6 How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? 

 
Not at all 
important 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Being rich  o  o  o  o  o  
Enjoying life to 

the full  o  o  o  o  o  
Being in romantic 

love  o  o  o  o  o  
Excelling at your 

job  o  o  o  o  o  
Being able to 

make a 
contribution to 
the public good  

o  o  o  o  o  
Having an 

interesting job  o  o  o  o  o  
Spending time 

with family  o  o  o  o  o  
Getting to know 

people from other 
cultures/countries  o  o  o  o  o  
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Display This Question: 

If How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Being rich ] (Recode) Is 
Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Excelling at your job ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Being in romantic love ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Being able to make a 
contribution to the public good ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Having an interesting job ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Spending time with family ] 
(Recode) Is Empty 

Or How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? [ Getting to know people from 
other cultures/countries ] (Recode) Is Empty 

Carry Forward Unselected Choices from "How important would you say the following aspects are in your 
life?" 
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H6a How important would you say the following aspects are in your life? 
Please provide a response. 

 

Not at 
all 

impor
tant 

Slightly 
important 

Moderately 
important 

Very 
important 

Extremely 
important 

Being rich  o  o  o  o  o  
Enjoying life to the full  o  o  o  o  o  
Being in romantic love  o  o  o  o  o  
Excelling at your job  o  o  o  o  o  
Being able to make a 

contribution to the public 
good  o  o  o  o  o  

Having an interesting job  o  o  o  o  o  
Spending time with family  o  o  o  o  o  

Getting to know people from 
other cultures/countries  o  o  o  o  o  
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End of Block: Section H 
 

Start of Block: Trap 

 
 
Trap In order to make sure that we are collecting all your answers, could you select the 
category 'agree' from the list below? 

o Strongly disagree  

o Disagree  

o Neither agree nor disagree  

o Agree  

o Strongly agree  
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End of Block: Trap 
 

Start of Block: Section Donation 

Display This Question: 

If CompletionCode < 50000000 

  
 
Donation 1 Imagine you have 100,000 yuan to donate to development projects. How would 
you allocate this amount among the following in different places?  
Below, we give you the option of distributing the money to each project in percentages. Please 
drag each marker to your desired percentage. The overall sum cannot exceed 100%. 
 _______ ${e://Field/P1} in Uvira (Sud-Kivu Province), Congo 
 _______ ${e://Field/P2} in Coronel Oviedo (Caaguazu region), Paraguay 
 _______ ${e://Field/P3} in Duyun (Guizhou Province), China 
 _______ ${e://Field/P4} in Toumian (Savannakhét Province), Laos 
 

 

Display This Question: 

If CompletionCode >= 50000000 

  
 
Donation 2 Imagine you have 100,000 yuan to donate to environmental projects. How 
would you allocate this amount among the following? 
  
 Below, we give you the option of distributing the money to each in percentages. Please drag 
each marker to your desired percentage. The overall sum cannot exceed 100% 
 _______ ${e://Field/P5} run by a Chinese NGO 
 _______ ${e://Field/P6}  run by a Japanese NGO 
 _______ ${e://Field/P7}  run by a Malaysian NGO 
 _______ ${e://Field/P8}run by a Spanish NGO 
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End of Block: Section Donation 
 

Start of Block: Section I-Loop 

 
 
I1 Now we would like to know your views on different countries and cultures around the world. 
  
 How would you assess ${lm://Field/1} in terms of the following? 

 
Not 
at all 
good 

Not good 
Neither good 
nor not good 

Good 
Extremely 

good 

The way democracy 
works in the country  o o  o  o  o  

The political influence of 
the country in the world  o o  o  o  o  
The country's economic 

development  o o  o  o  o  
The country's history  o o  o  o  o  

The country's scientific 
and technological 

development  o o  o  o  o  
The country's 

international aid to 
developing countries  o o  o  o  o  
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End of Block: Section I-Loop 
 

Start of Block: Section I 

  
 

 
 
I3 What does East Asia mean to you? Please tick all that apply. 

 A geographical area  

 Common culture  

 Common history  

 Common religious heritage  

 Common values  

 Common trade links  

 Other, please specify 
________________________________________________ 

 It does not mean anything to me  
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I4 Please indicate for each to what extent you trust people from this group? 

 
Don't trust at 

all 
Somewhat 

distrust 
Neither trust 
nor distrust 

Somewhat 
trust 

Trust 
completely 

Extended 
family 

members and 
relatives 
(qinqi)  

o  o  o  o  o  

People you 
encounter for 
the first time  o  o  o  o  o  

People of 
another 
religion  o  o  o  o  o  

People of 
another 

race/ethnicity 
(zhongzu)  

o  o  o  o  o  
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I5 How often do you do the following? 

 Never Seldom Sometimes Often Very often 

Watch Chinese costume 
drama (e.g. Empresses in 

the Palace, Nirvana in 
Fire, Eternal Love)  

o o  o  o  o  
Watch Japanese costume 

drama (e.g. Sanada 
Maru, Ryomaden, The 
Emperor's Cook etc.)  

o o  o  o  o  
Watch Korean TV drama 
(e.g. My Love from the 

Star, Descendants of the 
Sun, The Guardian etc.)  

o o  o  o  o  
Watch American TV 
series (e.g. Friends, 

Game of Thrones, Big 
Bang Theory etc.)  

o o  o  o  o  
Watch British TV series 

(e.g. The Crown, Sherlock 
Holmes etc.)  o o  o  o  o  

Watch German TV series 
(e.g. Tatort, etc.)  o o  o  o  o  

Watch/read Japanese 
cartoon/manga  o o  o  o  o  

Listen to Chinese Pop 
Music (e.g. Jay Chou, 

Faye Wong etc.)  o o  o  o  o  
Listen to Japanese Pop 

Music (e.g. SMAP, 
Perfume, Utada Hikaru 

etc.)  
o o  o  o  o  

Listen to Korean Pop 
Music (e.g. Big Bang, 

EXO, PSy, Super Junior 
etc.)  

o o  o  o  o  
Listen to Western Pop 
Music (e.g. Lady Gaga, 
Kanye West, Adele etc.)  o o  o  o  o  
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I6 Before starting studying in Germany, had you traveled abroad (e.g. for leisure, study, 
work, living etc.) 

o Yes  

o No  
 

 

Page Break  

 

Display This Question: 

If Before starting studying in Germany, had you traveled abroad (e.g. for leisure, study, work, livi... = 
Yes 

 
I7 Which of the following places have you traveled to? 
Please tick all that apply. 

 East Asia  

 South East Asia  

 The UK  

 Germany  

 Other European countries  

 USA or Canada  

 Australia or New Zealand  

 Other, please specify 
________________________________________________ 
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End of Block: Section I 
 

Start of Block: Section J 

 
 
J1 Now we would like to know about your life and study experiences in Germany. 
  
 How often do you encounter the following situations in Germany? 

 Never Seldom Sometimes Often Always 

I find 
communicating in 
German difficult.  o  o  o  o  o  

I have experienced 
discrimination 
because I am 

Chinese.  
o  o  o  o  o  

I find it difficult to 
make friends with 
people who are 

not Chinese.  
o  o  o  o  o  

I have experienced 
financial 

difficulties.  o  o  o  o  o  
I have difficulty 

getting along with 
my 

lecturer/supervisor.  
o  o  o  o  o  

I have difficulty 
adapting to the 

academic learning 
style in Germany.  

o  o  o  o  o  
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J2 How often do you do the following? 

 Never Once a month 
Several times a 

month 
Once a week or 

more often 

Mixed-national teamwork 
(e.g. in seminars or labs)  o  o  o  o  

Participate in activities 
organised by the Chinese 

Student and Scholar 
Association (CSSA)  

o  o  o  o  
Participate in activities 
organised by student 

societies other than the 
CSSA (e.g. student union, 
interest group, international 

student union, etc.)  

o  o  o  o  

Meeting with Chinese 
friends (e.g. shopping, 

having dinner, going to the 
gym etc.)  

o  o  o  o  
Meeting with non-Chinese 

friends (e.g. shopping, 
having dinner, going to the 

gym etc.)  
o  o  o  o  

Travel to places in 
Germany (other than the 

place where you are 
studying)  

o  o  o  o  
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J3 In what type of accommodation do you live? 

o Student residence hall (university-owned or privately-run)  

o Apartment or house  
 

 

Page Break  

 

 
 
J4 Please tell us with whom you share your accommodation. By sharing we mean 
sharing communal areas such as the kitchen facilities. 
 
Please tick all that apply. 

 Chinese  

 German or other European  

 People from other countries  

 I live on my own  
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Undergraduate (e.g. BA, BSc, BEng) 

 
 
J6 What final average grade do you expect when you graduate? 

▼ 1.0 ... 4.0 
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Display This Question: 

If First, we would like to know some information about you.What is your current level of study? = 
Master's degree (e.g. MA, MSc, MEng) 

 
 
J7 What final average grade do you expect when you graduate? 

▼ 1.0 ... 4.0 
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J8 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

 
Strongly 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Strongly 
agree 

I set high standards for 
myself in my studies.  o  o  o  o  o  
I feel confused and 

undecided as to what 
my educational goals 

should be.  
o  o  o  o  o  

Good learners 
memorize to learn 

knowledge.  o  o  o  o  o  
Good learners have 
innate ability and are 

able to learn with ease.  o  o  o  o  o  
Although good learners 

have acquired study 
skills, learning still 

takes time and effort.  
o  o  o  o  o  

Wisdom is not knowing 
the answers but 

knowing how to find the 
answers.  

o  o  o  o  o  
 
 

 

Page Break  



 
 

 Page 90 of 92

J9 Would you like to be part of the Germany educated cohort of international students we 
are following up as an ongoing part of 'Bright Futures'—the biggest research project to date on 
Chinese international students?   
    
How can we contact you after your degree? Please fill out your contact entries below. We 
guarantee this information will only be used for our research, and not shared with any other 
parties. 

o WeChat ________________________________________________ 

o QQ ________________________________________________ 

o Email [please not your university email address] 
________________________________________________ 

o Mobile Phone ________________________________________________ 
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J10 We would like to invite your parents to fill out a separate parental survey about their views 
on higher education. The survey will take about 5 minutes. All their answers will remain 
confidential; no personal information will be identifiable. As we are keeping the student and 
parental survey strictly separate, please avoid talking to your parents about your views on the 
questions or your answers.  
  
 Please fill out your parents' contact entries below to allow us to forward the survey to your 
parents. We guarantee this information will only be used for our research, and not shared with 
any other parties. 

o WeChat ________________________________________________ 

o QQ ________________________________________________ 

o Email ________________________________________________ 

o Mobile Phone ________________________________________________ 
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Q119 Browser Meta Info 
Browser  
Version  
Operating System  
Screen Resolution  
Flash Version  
Java Support  
User Agent  
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End of Block: Section J 
 

Start of Block: End page 1 

 
Q120 

 

 

 
Q121 Thank you for completing the survey. Your answers have been recorded. We have 
prepared a €11 Amazon voucher as our token of appreciation. Please refer to the information 
on the last page on how to claim this reward.  
  + €3 Bonus: Social Network Section    
You have a chance to earn an EXTRA €3 by completing a bonus section, which focuses on 
your social life and networks. This section will take you approximately 7 minutes to complete. 
  
 Would you like to take part in this bonus section? 

o Yes, I want to take part  

o No, I don't want to take part  
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