Interview questions for interviews
Preliminary

· Information Sheet 
· Any questions about study?

· Consent form 
· Audio recording?

Part A – Background

About the interviewee

· Professional background
· Current job 
· What does it involve on a day to day level?

· Links to Clinic?
· Links to university?

· Links to industry?

· What kind of research are you involved/concerned with?
Part B – Intellectual Property (IP) – patents
NIPT-

· How are you involved with NIPT?
· What sort of testing?

· How does the testing work?
· Have you been involved in developing in-house tests? 
· Have you been involved in sending tests to other labs?

· How do you choose which test?

· Who do you send samples to?

· What is the appropriate clinical role of NIPT?

· How does it fit with screening?
· How does it fit with invasive testing?
· NIPT development in the future

· Microdeletions, sequencing etc

· Relationship with companies re test development?
· Test quality

· Public vs private – does it matter?

· Cf traditional genetic testing in small labs?

Patents

· What do you know about patents and NIPT?

· Personal experience?

· Heard from others?

· Who? 
· How

· Other experiences with patents in other work?

· With the current project?
· With previous projects?
· Any negotiations re patents

· Licences/Royalties?

· Any knowledge of any?

· Any negotiations or cease and desist letters etc?

· Any contact at all?

· Tech transfer advice?

· University or NHS/hospital?
· Ever do any FTO?

· Ever ask for R&D or NHS innovations advice?

· Why/why not?

· At what point in the process?

· Have you ever negotiated with patent holders?

· What about for research tools or other inputs?

· Information?

· IP training?
· What is it? 
· Is this sufficient?

· What training would be helpful?

· Are you aware of people changing the direction of their work/clinical treatment or research because of IP?
· How common?

· How relevant is the public/private distinction in healthcare in this area?
· Different to industry?

· Should it be?

· Attitudes to IP

· Specifically in this field - 

· Is IP a good thing?

· Does it promote research/access to medicine or hinder it or is it neutral?

· Attitudes to ip in medicine generally?

Links to others?

Recommendations for other interviewees?

Recontact?
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