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Interview topic guide 

1. Your life in the UK 
 

 Tell me a bit about your life 
in the UK 

 

 What brought you to the UK? 

 Where do you live? How long have you lived in xx?  

 Has this been continuously or have you been 
travelling / back and forth to previous country of 
residence etc. (fear for future’s mobility) 

2. About your family 
 

 Tell me a bit about your 
family 

 

 When / where did you meet your partner?  

 How old is/are your child/ren? 

 Where were they born? 
 

3. Feeling about Brexit 
 

 What did Brexit mean to you 
and your family? 

 

 How did you feel about Brexit during:  
- the campaign; 
- on the day; 
- Immediately afterwards; 
- during negotiations? 

 How did you discuss Brexit with your partner? 

 How did you discuss Brexit and its consequences 
with your children? 

 [new] What makes you feel better or worse about 
Brexit? (for support at work, neighbours, friends, 
etc) 

4. Practical 
consequences and 
coping strategies for 
you and your family 

 

 Has Brexit affected your life 
and plans in any practical 
way? How? 

 

 What concrete initiatives have you taken to 
address the consequences of Brexit? 

- Legal status 
- Looking for work abroad 
- Housing and place of residence 
- Language 
- Impact on children’s education 
- Online and offline support group and other forms of 

mobilization 
 

5. Emotional and 
personal 
consequences of 
Brexit (return to 
‘feeling about 
brexit’) 

 

 Where do you feel is home?  

 Have these changed since 
Brexit or remained similar? 
In what ways? 

 

 Where do you feel you most attached  (place, city, 
country)  

 Do these feeling ever conflict? Do you ever feel torn 
as a result of Brexit? 

 Why? On what conditions do you feel you belong? 
(deservingness, adherence to certain values, family 
members, children born there, duration of 
residence etc.) 

6. European and other 
identities since 
Brexit 

 

 Do you feel European? (do 
you feel like a UK national, a 
migrant, a mover, a 
European citizen, a national 
of another country, 
something else) 

 What meaning has being an 

 What do you think being European means? (a set of 
rights / some belonging to a form of supranational 
culture / identity / free movement) 

 Has Brexit changed what you thought it meant to 
be European? 
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EU citizen for you?  

 Has there been any 
difference in how you feel in 
the UK since you had 
children? 

 Do you discuss these issues 
with your children? 

7. Families and Brexit 
 

 Do you feel as though you 
are bringing up children in 
more than one ‘culture’? 

 Are you bringing up children 
bilingually? Why?  

 Have there ever been 
differences in opinion about 
this with your partner? 

 Have there ever been 
differences in opinion 
regarding grandparents / 
wider family members? 

 Have any of these 
discussions changed since 
Brexit? 

 

 Where do your children’s cartoons, music and 
books come from? (different languages?) 

 

8. The future 
 

 What are your main 
concerns deriving from 
Brexit? Why? 

 What would your ideal 
future look like in the 
context of Brexit?  

 Do you feel you should be 
treated differently to non-
EU migrants? Why? 

List/rate main concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
This may be covered earlier in feelings about how the 
negotiation is going 

 


