The appropriateness, usefulness and impact of the current urban planning curriculum in South African Higher Education

Statement of informed consent

The research is a full scale study that explores the appropriateness, usefulness and impact of the current higher education urban planning curriculum and its associated teaching methods. Beyond carrying out this assessment, the proposed research aims to reflect more widely on its implications for students both from Africa and the wider Global South; this is especially important, given the recent increase in overseas' students registering on planning-related courses in the UK. This research draws upon the hypothesis that an increased focus on the Global South in teaching and training will create more socially-inclusive outcomes. Developing a critical and reflective understanding of post-colonial planning education in South Africa and Africa more widely is crucial to establishing how important the discipline is in structuring local and regional economic development, addressing community welfare and thinking about adequate tools and policy to address and alleviate poverty. This research is the first comprehensive study aiming to deconstruct the South African urban planning curriculum at undergraduate and postgraduate level, in order to draw broader lessons for Africa and the UK. It is positioned at the crossover of urban planning and geography and has been developed in the close partnership with the two planning accreditation bodies, SACPLAN in SA and RTPI in the UK.

The focus group will last 1h or so and will take place in an office / university environment. Anyone aged 18 or over can participate.  The focus group material that we gather to help us analyse these issues will be hosted on the project website and may be used as part of public exhibitions as well as archived on the UK Data Service whose collection includes major UK government-sponsored surveys, cross-national surveys, longitudinal studies, UK census data, international aggregate, business data, and qualitative data. Data users can browse UK Data Service collections online and register to analyse and download them while the Open Data collections are available for anyone to use.  A principle of anonymity will be applied although we acknowledge that some participants may wish to be publicly associated with their comments – if you want your name identified, please tick the box below. In all cases we will give you the right to edit the transcript of your interview before it is included in the project database.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Data will be collected, stored and managed in line with the Data Protection Act (1998) and at no point will personal information about respondents be divulged to any third party without the consent of the participant concerned. Participation is entirely voluntary and participants can ask at any time, up to 3months after the completion of the task, for the recordings and transcripts to be excluded from the project and all copies destroyed.  

If you have any questions about how the research is being conducted, please get in touch with the project principal investigator: Dr. Lauren Andres, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT, UK, Tel : +44 (0)121 414 5021 - L.Andres@Bham.ac.uk






I have read the above and consent to take part in the research project described.

Name (Print)	________________________________________

Signature	________________________________________
Date		________________________________________

I wish to have my name associated with interview material stored in the project data archive and the ESDS, used in publications and the website (tick if applicable) |_|
