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HOW CHILDREN LEARN WORDS AND CATEGORIES

Information Sheet for Caregivers

We are studying how children learn categories. This research is being undertaken by Dr. Katherine Twomey and Professor Gert Westermann in the Department of Psychology at Lancaster University. The research will help shape our understanding of how children begin to understand their environment and learn language, and we would like to invite your child to take part. 

Your child will take part in a computer-based categorisation task during which we will show your child images on a screen and use an eye-tracker to record where and when your child looks.  The eye-tracker is situated beneath the computer screen and does not come into contact with your child.  You and your child will sit opposite a computer screen; your child will be in a chair, on your lap, or in a car seat, whichever is appropriate for their age. 

First, your child will see pictures of an animal or toy appearing at different locations on the screen.  Then, pictures of a series of toys will appear on the screen.  Some of these may be familiar to your child (e.g., a toy car) and may be new.  You will be shown pictures of these objects before the session begins to make sure that we know which objects are familiar to your child, and which are new. This task should take no longer than 20 minutes.  

Risk
There are no risks that you or your child will encounter by taking part in this research, aside from any risks that could be associated with watching television. All objects that your child will encounter are age-appropriate. 

Costs/Payment
You will not be paid for taking part in this experiment, however your travel expenses will be reimbursed, and your child will receive a small gift (e.g. a storybook) for participating. 

Volunteering
You may volunteer your child for this research, and your child’s participation remains voluntary throughout.  If you do volunteer to take part, you may withdraw at any time without giving a reason. Children enjoy these tasks, which we have designed to be like a guessing game.  However, if you feel that your child is becoming upset or uncomfortable, you can interrupt the experiment at any time.  Our main concern is that you and your child feel calm and happy during your visit to the Babylab.

Confidentiality
All data collected will be kept confidential. Your child will be assigned a code, and the data will only be stored under this code. All video recordings and copies of your child’s data will be stored securely and only the Babylab research team will have access to these. All data which are included in publications will be presented in summarised form, so your child will not be identifiable in any way.  If you wish to withdraw your child’s information please let us know up to two weeks after participation, and all data will be destroyed. Should we wish to use your child’s data in any other way, we will contact you in person to request permission.

We would like to continue to hold your contact details in order to inform you of future research. Please tell us if you wish us to remove your contact details from our records. All contact details are held in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

After 2020, the data may be made available to other researchers, on request, to conduct further analyses. Confidentiality of your data will be maintained at all times, and only summaries of data will be included in any resulting publications or reports. Images or videos will not be reproduced or published at any point. 

Video and Audio Recording
The tasks that your child takes part in may be audio and/or video recorded. This is to ensure that your child’s responses can be easily scored. All audio and video are held securely, and your child’s name will not be used anywhere on the recording. 

The researcher will be happy to answer any questions you may have, both before and after the experimental session, and we encourage you to ask. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact Dr. Katie Twomey (address below).   In case of any concerns or complaints you may contact Prof. Charlie Lewis (address below):

Dr. Katherine Twomey				Professor Charlie Lewis
Senior Research Associate				Head of Department
Department of Psychology				Department of Psychology
Lancaster University					Lancaster University
LA1 4YF						LA1 4YF
k.twomey@lancaster.ac.uk				c.lewis@lancaster.ac.uk
01524 593275/07825 887824				01524 593698


Thank you for your interest in participating in this study. Please keep this sheet for your records.
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