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School of Psychological Sciences

Parent Information Sheet
Title of project: How do infants interact with the world around them?

Introduction 

We are interested how infants interact with people and objects before they learn to talk. Studies suggest these early infant behaviours have an impact on language development and so it is important to understand this early stage of development. Most studies look only at English-speaking children and so in order to get a better understanding of how children around the world interact with people and objects we are investigating these early behaviours in children from a range of cultural backgrounds.

What will my child and I be asked to do?
If you agree to take part in the study we will ask you take part in one free play session every month for three months. In the free play session, you and your child will be presented with a range of toys and asked to play with the toys just as you would at home. The session will last no more than 30 minutes. The session will be video-recorded and conducted at a local venue. A research assistant will be present in the room with you to take notes. After the first session the research assistant will also ask you some questions about the languages used at home, and general background information. After the final play session you will be asked to complete a vocabulary checklist about your child's understanding of words and phrases. The bilingual research assistant will help you complete the checklist. Six and twelve months later we will arrange a home visit in which the research assistant will help you fill out another copy of the checklist. The research assistant will also ask you some general questions about the kinds of toys and object that your child likes to play with in the home. 
Where and when will the study take place?

The study will take place at your local {name of venue tbc} on a date and time convenient for you.

Will my data and my child’s data be confidential?

Yes, only the researchers will have access to the data.  Any identifying information will be removed from the data if they are used in research publications. Consent forms and data will be held, under the responsibility of the principal investigator for 10 years following completion of the study for publishing purposes and will be stored in lockable file and then destroyed by a shredder.  The video recordings will be stored in a secure unit in the School of Psychological Sciences. With your explicit consent (see consent form) the videos may be use for future studies. 
Do my child and I have to take part?

You and your child do not have to part in the study. If you and your child decide to take part and then change your mind (whether before you and your child start the study, half way through it or even after it has finished) you can withdraw without giving your reasons, and, if you wish, your data and your child’s data will be destroyed. If your child does not want to participate, s/he will not be included, even though you have given your consent for you and your child to participate.
Benefits and risks

There are no direct benefits to you and your child participating in this study.  However, both children and parents generally indicate their enjoyment for taking part in such studies, are generally enthusiastic about taking part in research on child development and tend to enjoy coming into the Centre such that children often ask to come back. 

Similarly, there are no direct risks to taking part in the study either. If your child demonstrates any form of reluctance s/he will not be required to take part. Children who show any signs of distress will also not be required to take part.

Insurance and compliance

If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, you should ask to speak to the researchers who will do their best to answer your questions. If they are unable to resolve your concern or you wish to make a complaint regarding the study, please contact a University Research Practice and Governance Co-ordinator on 0161 2757583 or 0161 2758093 or by email to research-governance@manchester.ac.uk. Finally, if your child is harmed in any way by taking part in this study the University has an insurance policy for both negligent and non-negligent harm.  Insurance enquires should be addressed to the Insurance Office, Room MLG.006, John Owens Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL, 0161 275 2243.
Where can I obtain further information if I need it?

If you require any further details, please contact the principal investigators, Dr Thea Cameron-Faulkner at the University of Manchester: Telephone: 0161 275 3192, email: t.cameron@manchester.ac.uk
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