[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Perception and detection of crowd noise in relation to cognitive style: PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide whether or not to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully.

Previous research has shown that ‘cognitive style’ affects how we perceive and remember sounds. The present study examines whether this extends to perceptions of crowd noise.

You have been chosen along with around 60 other participants to take part in the study because we are approaching people on the Sussex University campus.

It is up to you to decide whether or not you wish to take part. If you agree to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. You are free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason.

The study will take approximately 20 minutes. You will be asked to listen to a audio clip of crowd noise. Afterwards, you will be asked to fill in a questionnaire and respond to a scenario in order to assess your cognitive style, and finally you will be asked to complete a short reaction time task.

As compensation for your time you will be entered into a £25 prize draw.

Confidentiality, privacy and anonymity will be ensured in the collection, storage and publication of research material. Personal details will only be used to contact you if you win the prize draw, but will be destroyed after the research is complete. You have the right to withdraw any time up to this point, without reason, up to the point that the data is analysed (at that point, individual responses will not be identifiable so there will be no way of knowing which is yours).

The University of Sussex has insurance in place to cover its legal liabilities in respect of this study.

If you have any further queries before or after the duration of the experiment, please do not hesitate to contact me (Giulia Ravaccia) by email.
Email: ggr22@sussex.ac.uk
However, if you have any concerns about the way in which the study has been conducted, please contact my supervisor John Drury
Email: j.drury@sussex.ac.uk

If you would like to take part, please read and sign the consent form before the study begins. Thank you for your time.
Date:

This study has been approved by the Sciences & Technology Cross-Schools Research Ethics Committee (crecscitec@sussex.ac.uk). The project reference number is ER/HAFC1/1

CONSENT FORM FOR PROJECT PARTICIPANTS

PROJECT TITLE:	Perception and detection of crowd noise in relation to cognitive style:

Project Approval
Reference:   	

I agree to take part in the above University of Sussex research project. I have had the project explained to me and I have read and understood the Information Sheet, which I may keep for records. I understand that agreeing to take part means that I am willing to: Be interviewed by the researcher
· Listen to the soundtrack played through headphones
· Fill in a questionnaire
· Complete a response to a scenario
· Complete an short reaction time task
· Allow the researcher to have access to my personal details (email) ONLY for use in the £25 prize draw.

I understand that any information I provide is confidential, and that no information that I disclose will lead to the identification of any individual in the reports on the project, either by the researcher or by any other party.I understand that my participation is voluntary, that I can choose not to participate in part or all of the project, and that I can withdraw at any stage of the project, up until the point when the data is analysed, without being penalised or disadvantaged in any way.






I consent to the processing of my personal information for the purposes of this research study. I understand that such information will be treated as strictly confidential and handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.


Name:   	

Signature   	

Date:   	
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