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Participant Information Sheet
Renewing Party Politics? Digital Innovations in Political Campaigning
Dr Katharine Dommett
Project Overview
This research project has been funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. It seeks to explore the ways in which political parties are using digital technology with a view to considering how citizens and parties currently connect. The aim of the project is to identify which digital tools are being used by parties (and how they are being used), and to generate new data on how these tools are perceived by the public.
Your Participation:
You are being invited to participate in this research given your expertise in political parties’ use of digital campaigning tools. Your participation is entirely voluntary and you are free to withdraw from the study at any time with no adverse consequences and without providing a reason. If you wish to withdraw from the study at any point then contact Dr Kate Dommett by emailing k.dommett@sheffield.ac.uk or calling 011 222 1682 where upon all data will be destroyed.
What Participation Involves:
Your participation would include a single interview lasting between 45 minutes to an hour long. This will occur either in a public place of your convenience, or via Skype or telephone. The precise time and date can be arranged to suit your needs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The interview will focus on a number of questions related to the kind of digital technology being used by parties, the rationale for its application and the practical challenges of using digital tools. 
Confidentiality
All data collected as part of this project will be confidential. Your name will not feature on interview transcripts and will not be mentioned in publications produced on the basis of this research. Given the sensitive nature of parties’ campaigning practices, you will be provided with a copy of the interview transcript to review and will be given the opportunity to amend or remove any sensitive content. In addition, prior to publication you will be sent a proof of any articles and offered an opportunity to withdraw consent for quotations to be used. A two week period will be provided for you to offer comment.
Ahead of your participation you will be asked to sign a consent form where you can indicate whether you are happy to be audio recorded and whether, for example, you are happy for data to be used in subsequent research.

Data Storage
All data produced as part of this project will be stored anonymously on a password protected computer and in a locked draw by the academics involved. Following the completion of the project data will be uploaded to the Economic and Social Data Service, this will not contain any identifying markers so you will remain entirely anonymous.
The Outputs of this Project
This research is a two year project (2016-2018) designed to produce new information of parties’ digital campaigning. The study is intended to produce a number of academic outputs including a book and journal articles. In addition some material gathered primarily through opinion polls and deliberative workshops will be used to produce practitioner workshops and infographics.
Other Details
This project has been approved by the University of Sheffield Ethics Review Procedure. You will be provided with a copy of this information sheet to keep, and a copy of the signed consent form.
If you have any questions then please contact the lead researcher Dr Kate Dommett by emailing k.dommett@sheffield.ac.uk or calling 011 222 1682, alternatively you can contact the Head of the Department of Politics, Professor Andy Hindmoor by emailing politics-hod@sheffield.ac.uk.

Many thanks for your time in considering this request.
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