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Participant Information Sheet

Project Title: Understanding Community Violence in Port of Spain from Young Women’s and Men’s Perspectives

Names of the researchers: Dr. Dylan Kerrigan (University of West Indies); Mr. Mtima Solwasi (Roots Foundation); Dr. Adam Baird (Coventry University, UK)

Project Information: Twenty years ago, violence in Port of Spain violence was far lower than it is today. Most clearly, the murder rate has risen greatly in some of the poorer neighbourhoods of the city. This project aims to understand what has happened in these communities to make them more violent in recent years. We want to understand if drugs have changed local communities and why some communities become violent and others do not. We are also interested in the gender dynamics of violence, that means, how violence affects men and women differently, and what roles they may play in promoting or preventing violence. We will be running ‘Spoken Word’ poetry workshops with ten young women, and ten young men, over a five-month period to help us discuss these issues in a creative and hopefully interesting way. This project aims to produce an on-line Community Guide to promote citizen safety in 2018, which will be shared with all participants; Dylan and Adam will be writing two academic articles; and you will have the chance to participate at a Spoken Word event in Port of Spain later this year.

The research project has been funded by the Economic and Social Research Council / Arts and Humanities Research Council in the UK.

Why have I been chosen? You have been chosen because you are a young person (16-25 years old), from a neighbourhood in Port of Spain that has become more violent in recent years. You may not realise it, but you have a lot of knowledge about what happens in your community that we are interested to hear about.

Do I have to take part? Of course, not! This is voluntary. If you say no, that’s fine, you won’t get in trouble, you are under no pressure to take part, just come along if you are interested.

What do I have to do? We are running 15 Spoken Word poetry workshops, once a week, in a two-hour session, between February and June. If you want to you can even take part in a Spoken Word international event we are organising from August 1st-5th in Port of Spain. Our researcher Dylan Kerrigan will hold some group discussions around community violence issues at some workshops – we call these Focus Groups – so he can understand from you what you think is happening in your neighbourhoods.

What are the risks associated with this project? There are no significant risks to you, but we will be talking about violence in your community. If you feel upset or uncomfortable when talking about this, you can stop taking part whenever you like. Our workshop coordinators are experienced at working with these issues so please talk to them if you ever feel uncomfortable.

What are the benefits of taking part? i) The Spoken Word workshops will be fun, ii) you get to socialise with young people and potentially make new friends, iii) you will learn about Spoken Word history which goes all the way back to its African roots, iv) you will get a snack/refreshment during the workshop and we will pay for your bus fares to and from the community centre, v) we will also make three trips outside of Port of Spain in a mini-bus to take you to some interesting places (such as Angostura) vi) depending on what you and your group decide, you can perform at our Spoken Word international event in August!

Withdrawal options: You can leave at any stage, you won’t be told off, it won’t be held against you, you don't have to give us any of your bus fares back.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Data protection & confidentiality: Anything that you say to us will be used in confidence and anonymity. That means that we will never mention your name in any public places or documents, unless we both agree that it would be a good idea. If you don’t want to perform at the event in August – as you would be on stage and in public – you do not have to. We will record the Focus Groups interviews, and the recordings will be stored on an encrypted file so only the researchers can listen back to them. Some interviews may be transcribed – these will be all anonymised and you will not be able to be identified and will be placed on public website such as the UK data service Reshare, so that other scholars may learn from our research.

What will happen with the results of the study? We will be making a Community Guide to put on line. This will be available to anyone who wants to look at issues of community safety. Our researchers Dylan and Adam will be working on two academic articles. These will be published in 2018 or 2019, and we will email you all a copy. Your names will not appear in the academic articles.

How can I get in contact with the researchers? Mtima Solwazi Tel: 479 4510 (mtimasolwazi@yahoo.com); Dylan Kerrigan Tel: 499 4136 (dylankerrigan@gmail.com); Adam Baird Tel: 340 9946 (adam.baird@coventry.ac.uk) (remember that Adam will not be in Trinidad all of the time).

Who can I talk to if I would like to raise a complaint about this evaluation? You can contact Adam Baird as the Principle Investigator, or Prof. Alpaslan Özerdem, who is Adam’s boss, at A.Ozerdem@coventry.ac.uk, Tel. 024 77659069
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