PoS Project research questions


Hypothesis:

Transnational organized drug-trafficking has flowed through Trinidad since the late 1980s, drugs and influences of organized crime have ‘trickled down’ into vulnerable communities in Port of Spain having a ‘residual’ impact that has driven an upturn in community level violence (murder rate/SGBV); it does so where increased flows of firearms, rather than drugs generate violent upswings over time; it does so through subjective interfaces that turn local masculinities violent over time; it does so a local cultural identities have shifted over time / (methodological piece)

Transnational Criminal / DTO structures


Agentic Interfaces


 
Shifting Local Culture

Overarching questions:

1. To identify how transnational organized crime and drug-trafficking interfaces with vulnerable communities; how, through whom, when, and why; political economy?

2. To better understand the relationship between this upturn in violence and local masculine identities and men’s violence, including male-on-male murder, such as gang violence, and male-on-female/child SGBV 


Framing questions for Individual Experts:

Explain hypothesis to open up general discussion.

· How does transnational organized crime and drug-trafficking (TNOC/DT) interfaces with vulnerable communities [open question]
· How;
· through whom;
· when (late 1980s onwards?); explain and unpack change over time;
· why;
· what are the results / transformation; how has this impacted or changed local communities;
· Have drugs turned communities violent;
· Have guns turned communities violent;
· Has TNOC/DT created gangs; changed gangs; influenced gangs in some way; are gangs the main interface to the upturn in violence;
· Is something going on that has caused the upturn in murder rate that I am missing;
· What’s your gender perspective, what is the role of men in all this; what is the role of women? [see below: - Do you think that murder and violence against women are somehow connected? Do you think that the men who murder other men are the same as those that are violent towards women? - What are men’s/women’s roles in generating violence? - Who has become violent and why? If men have become violent, why men; which men?
· The murder rate has gone up, has the SGBV rate too; are they connected; how and why?




Framing questions for Focus Groups [Dylan / Matt]:

1) Vulnerabilities/risks of communities becoming violent
- 20 years ago the community wasn’t very violent, is that true, what has changed; what type of communities have become violent and why; is there a role played by organized crime/drug trafficking do you think; have drugs entered your community in recent years, what is the effect of drugs on your community now?

2) Gendered aspects of violence and victimization
- What types of violence are there in your community; what types of violence to men/women commit; what types of violence are men/women victims of?
- Do you think that murder and violence against women are somehow connected? Do you think that the men who murder other men are the same as those that are violent towards women?
- What are men’s/women’s roles in generating violence? Is violence ‘sanctioned’ by the community; if so, how and by whom? [cultural / behavioral change]
- Who has become violent and why? If men have become violent, why men; which men? 
- What is the difference between young men today and 20 years ago; what does it mean to be a man now and then; are young men different now, how and why; are young men more or less violent today?

3) Gangs
- What’s going on with gangs in your neighbourhood?
- Have gangs always been around and only recently got violent, what were gangs like 20 years ago compared to today?
- Who are in gangs, men and women? 
- Who commits the violence in gangs?
- What is the man’s/woman’s role in a gang?
- What types of gang are there?
- Are gangs connected to drugs, how; how do drugs shape the gang’s behaviour or not?
- What names do they use for gang leaders; (in Medellin it’s duros, Belize they say Boss Man or Big Man)?
[bookmark: _GoBack]- What sort of influence they have over younger generations of boys/men (are they shaping meanings of masculinity more strongly than other men / are they dominant/respected figures in the neighbourhood? i.e. so boys admire them and want to become gang members?
- What sort of influence gangs/gang leaders have over younger generations of girls/women? i.e. do girls admire them and want to become gang members girlfriends; what are party nights like with gang members; do they show off their ‘relative riches’, etc?
