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Our responsibilities to you:








We guard your privacy: your participation will be treated in strict confidence in accordance with the UK Data Protection Act (1998). Your contribution will be used for research purposes only. Nobody will be individually identified in any reports and publications produced from this study, unless requested otherwise. 








We respect your wishes: participation in the study is entirely voluntary and you are not obliged to answer any questions you do not wish to.  








We answer your questions: we will be happy to answer any questions you may have about the research. Should you wish to be kept informed of the progress and outcomes of the project, we will send you a summary of the project findings.
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Chinese National Oil Companies and the Economic Development of African Oil Producers 








A team of UK and Africa-based researchers is conducting this project exploring the contribution of Chinese engagement in Africa’s oil sector on the economic development of oil producing countries: Ghana, Nigeria and Sudan.











About the research team:


The project team is made up of academics and researchers from the Development Policy and Practice Group at The Open University, UK, in partnership with: 


Academics from Dundee University’s Centre for Energy, Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP)


African Centre for Energy Policy (ACEP) - Ghana


The team is led by Prof. Giles Mohan from The Open University who has extensive experience of researching issues of resource extraction, development and growth in Africa. For more details see:


www.open.ac.uk/ikd/research/infrastructures-inclusion/chinese-national-oil-companies-and-economic-development-african


Contact the team


Principle Investigator


Prof. Giles Mohan


+44(0)1908 653654


� HYPERLINK "mailto:giles.mohan@open.ac.uk" �giles.mohan@open.ac.uk�
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Development Policy and Practice Group


The Open University


Walton Hall


Milton Keynes


MK7 6AA,


United Kingdom�
�
Research Associate


Dr Craig Walker


+44(0)1908 659778


� HYPERLINK "mailto:craig.walker@open.ac.uk" �craig.walker@open.ac.uk�


�
�
�
[insert country] Lead


[insert contact details]�
Open University  - Independent Conact 


Dr Michael Pryke


Head of School(FASS)


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Michael.pryke@open" �Michael.pryke@open� .ac.uk
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Principle Investigator:





Prof. Giles Mohan


The Open University, UK





Funded by: 





Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), UK


























Is it confidential?





Yes. Everything that you tell us will be in confidence. No personal information will be passed to anyone outside the research team. No individual or company will be identified in the published results of the research, unless requested otherwise.





Anticipated Benefits?





Your involvement in this research will help us to understand how the growth of African economies can be more equitable.  





One practical way in which this information will be used will be to make policy recommendations and influence decision makers to recognise and enhance the contribution of migration to inclusive growth





How do you take part? 





Having read through all of the information in this leaflet and, if the researcher has answered any questions, next steps are to arrange a time for interview, or to receive a copy of the survey. Finally, on behalf of myself and the team I would like to thank you for your time and in anticipation of your participation.
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You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide whether or not to participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully.








Aim of the research





This project is the first to systematically assess whether and how developmental benefits may be accruing for Africa through the investments made by China in the oil and gas sector in three countries: Ghana, Nigeria and Sudan. 








Who and What is involved?





We are interested in finding out about the experiences of a range of people and organisations involved in oil and gas investment between these three African countries and China. 





We would like to conduct interviews with a range of groups in each country: Chinese oil companies, international oil companies, oil sector suppliers, government ministries and departments, civil society and affected communities. We expect the interview process to take no more than 1 hour. 




















What will I be asked?





We will be asking about the following four broad topics:





Your understanding of China’s energy strategy, global competition & Chinese outward FDI in Africa, and specifically [insert country]





Your experience of the distinctiveness of Chinese NOCs in Africa compared to other international oil companies. 





Your general opinions on how the government of [insert country] and other actors in the oil and gas sector are able to influence and shape Chinese investment. 





Your suggestions for any policy changes that could be made to support better development in [insert country] from the oil sector.  





Do I have to take part?





No. Participation is entirely voluntary. In addition, you can contact the team (see details overleaf) at any time to withdraw your consent, up to the point personal data is anonymised. 
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