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Writing in Professional Social Work Practice in a Changing Communicative Landscape (WiSP)
A research project funded by the Economic and Social Research Council ESRC  ES/MOO8703/1 
Consent form for persons participating in the research project
Name of participant:

1.
I consent to participate in this project, the details of which have been explained to me, and I have been provided with the WiSP information sheet to keep.

2.
I understand that my participation will involve being interviewed once and possibly twice (max 1 hour each time) by a member of the research team.
3. 
I agree that the researcher may use the results as described in the WiSP information sheet. 
4.
I acknowledge that:

a) I have been informed that I am free to withdraw from the project at any time without explanation or prejudice, at which point I will have the opportunity to withdraw any unprocessed data I have provided if I so wish;

b) the project is for the purpose of research;

c) I have been informed that the confidentiality of the information I provide will be safeguarded subject to any legal requirements. (In the event of the researcher being concerned about possible malpractice, unprofessional behaviour or illegal activity the researcher will discuss such concerns with an agreed nominated local authority manager);
d) I have been informed that with my consent the anonymized data generated will be stored on the Open University’s centralised network file storage in a password-protected folder, accessible only by the three members of the research team and one project administrator. Where data is also temporarily stored on external devices, such as data pens, memory sticks and DVDs, password-protected encrypted external devices will always be used. I understand that unprocessed data will be destroyed 10 years after the end of the project;
e) if necessary any data from me will be referred to by a pseudonym in any dissemination or publications arising from the research;
f) I have been informed that with my consent the anonymised data generated will be made available for public access via the UK Data Archive, as required by the project funders (ESRC);

g) I have been informed that a summary copy of the research findings will be forwarded to me, should I request this.

Participant signature:
Date:

Email: 

I would like to be sent any draft material being prepared for dissemination by the research team which includes data generated by me, to confirm whether I am satisfied that the data is fully anonymised – that is that service users could not be identified on the basis of the extracts included


Please tick if appropriate

Fair processing notice: The processed data (anonymised and including no personal data) will be stored at the Open University for up to 10 years after the end of the project and used by the research team for analysis. Findings will be reported in academic presentations and papers and used as the basis for designing materials aimed at supporting writing and recording in social work (to be used in education and training). At the end of the two year research project (the period for which the project has been funded by the ESRC) a substantial amount of the processed data (all anonymised) will be archived with the UK Data Service. This is a requirement by the funding body to ensure that good use is made of all publicly funded research. Access to data archived will be on a restricted basis which means that anyone wishing to access the data would make a request to the WiSP team.

For queries around specific interviews at [Local Authority], please contact Dr Maria Leedham: [email] [phone]
For any practical queries about the project, please contact: Dr Alison Twiner [email] [phone]
For any queries or comments relating to the project, please contact: Professor Theresa Lillis [email] [phone]
For any concerns about the project or issues arising during the carrying out of the research, please contact: [OU_contact_information]
For any safeguarding issues or if you wish to speak to someone in [Local Authority] about this project, please contact: [Local Authority contact information]  
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