Practical Work in Science - Heads of Science
survey

The Practical Work in Science Survey is seeking views, opinions and experiences about
practical work from everyone teaching and supporting science in any secondary school or
college within England and Scotland.

We are now into the final year of this exciting three-year national study. Your responses, along
with the data we have collected in the last two years, will build a rich and detailed picture of how
practical work in science has changed over this period. Each response is important to ensure that
we represent the impact of changes in practical science to researchers and policy-makers.

The study is led by Durham University’s Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) and School
of Education and is funded by the Gatsby Charitable Foundation, with a contribution from the
Wellcome Trust. The project is part of an on-going programme of work by Gatsby, Wellcome and
the Nuffield Foundation to understand and improve practical work in science education.

We are extremely keen to gather responses from as many heads of science, science teachers
and technicians as possible within each school, so please do ask as many colleagues as
possible to complete a survey. The perspective of multiple members of staff within a school gives
us much richer data and will allow us to understand much more about science practical work in
schools.

To thank you for completing the survey, you are invited to participate in a prize draw to win one of
five £100 gift vouchers. We would also like to offer you the chance to sign up to be the first to hear
about the findings of the study in spring 2018.

Many thanks for your support of the study.
Vanessa Kind, Per Kind, Helen Cramman, Karen Jones, Kirsty Younger and Helen Gray

Durham University School of Education and Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM)
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Consent

Your school / college name and postcode are requested in the survey to keep track of institutions
over the three-year period, but these will not be identified in any report. Names of individual
respondents are not required. All information given to us, including all personal details, will be
treated in the strictest of confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act. None of your
experiences or thoughts will be shared with anyone outside of the study partners without removal
of all identifying information. The survey responses and results (with all personally identifiable
information removed) will be made freely available at the end of the study, and will help
researchers, funders, and policy makers to understand the views about practical work in science
in the UK. When the survey responses and results of the study are published, your answers will
be included with data provided by other people, no individual or institution will be identifiable
from the research findings. The study has ethical clearance from Durham University’s School of
Education Research Ethics Committee and is conducted in accordance with British Educational
Research Association (2011) guidelines. Participants are completing the survey on a voluntary
basis and may withdraw at any time. The survey takes approximately 20 - 25 minutes to
complete.

To participate in the prize draw at the end of the survey, we request that you leave an email
address. This email address will only be used at the end of July to notify you if you have won one
of five £100 Amazon gift vouchers. We also separately request your email address if you would
like to be notified when the findings of the study are published in spring 2018. In either case, your
email address will not be used to identify you within the survey data and will not be used for
marketing purposes.

If you have any queries or comments about the survey or study as a whole, please contact
research@cem.dur.ac.uk.

Please note that heads of science will be asked the science teacher questions in the later part of
this survey and do not need to complete the separate teacher survey as well.

To start replying to the heads of science survey, click on the “Next” button below (please note that

clicking on the “Next” button below indicates that you consent to participating in the survey based
on the information given on this page).
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