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COURT PROCESS

(Court case no:
to be recorded on separate sheet)

Court and PLO documents on file: Code 0 No    1 Yes

Form C1/13
Application for an order

PLO1

Supplementary form for a care or supervision order

PLO2

Local Authority Case Summary


PLO3 

Case Management Order


PLO4

Allocation Record and Timetable for the Child at application

PLO5

Standard Directions and allocation on issue of proceedings


PLO6

Standard Directions and allocation at First Appointment

The following documents should be filed with PLO1 and therefore be in the bundle:

PLO7

Schedule of Proposed Findings


PLO8

Initial Social Work Statement


PLO9

Care Plan for each child

On the way to current care application:
Police Protection:

LA16   Was child subject to PP? 



0  No     

1  Yes, LA request

2  Yes, Police acting independently

3  Yes, unclear whether LA or Police


LA17   Date of PP:

EPO (Emergency Protection Order)

LA18  Was child subject to EPO in relation to

0  No     1  Yes      9  Unclear

           this application? (NB application may be filed at same time as   




care application)
LA19   If Yes, date of EPO:    

LA20   Have there been EPOs in
             
0  No     1  Yes      9  Unclear

 relation to Index Child or sibs/


 half sibs previously?
LA26    Route to Care Proceedings

1 Pre-birth i.e. application planned for directly after birth/before discharge
2 Crisis intervention (Direct to EPO/PP/ICO) 

3 Child at home with services

4 Accommodation (separation), including with relatives
5 Supervised setting e.g. mother and baby home, 
residential family centre, foster home (with young mothers)

6 Mixture of accommodation + services at home
7 Previous child protection proceedings (including care

applications withdrawn, SO, + continuous order of some kind)
NB see descriptors in Care Profiling Study

LA26a  Other routes to FA (specify)

protective arrangements prior to Care Proceedings
Placement:

LA21   Where was Index Child living at time of care application?




00  No carer




01
Mother



02
Father




03
Maternal grandparent(s)



   04  Paternal grandparent(s)


05
Maternal sibling


06  Paternal sibling


07  Maternal relative (other)


08  Paternal relative (other)


09  Foster carer

10  Other

11  Mother’s partner

12  Father’s partner

13  Both parents




14  Hospital




15  Foster carer/residential 




16  Not born




17  M and M’s partner




18  M and relative


LA22   Was this a protective placement?       0  No     1  Yes      9  Unclear


(i.e. intended to protect child and arranged by agreement with LA)



LA23
If yes:   where?

1
Hospital

2
Already moved to relatives

3
Foster care/ residential


4
Supervised placement with parent


5
Remained at home, perpetrator left


6
None of these (living at home at 

application/no protective arrangements)
LA24 Arrangement for protection

1 Agreement with parents

2
PP

3
EPO

4
Injunction (for 4 above)

5
No protective arrangements

6
Agreement with child

LA25  Date of start of this protective arrangement:


Care Plan
In each file there should be an initial care plan with PLO1 (Care application).  There should also be a final care plan presented for the Issues Resolution Hearing (IRH)/final hearing.  There may also be amendments during the course of the proceedings.
CP1
Initial Plan for the child (at application)[LA case summary or social worker statement]
1 Definite
2 Contingent on parent(s) assessment/ improvement (twin track)
3 Contingent on assessment of relatives
4 Contingent on result of criminal proceedings

5 Contingent other

CP1a  What was the initial plan?




1. At home with parent

2 Fostering

3 Placement with relatives/friends

4 Residential/therapeutic care

5 With other parent

6 Adoption

8   N/A contingent care plan at application

9    M and relative

CP2   Outcome of contingency 

1 Parent succeeded

2 Parent failed

3 Relatives succeeded

4 Relatives failed

5 Other

6 Birth parent succeeded, relative failed

7 Birth parent failed, relative succeeded

9
Not on file
Plan for child’s care during proceedings

CP3


1
At home with parent

2 Fostering

3 Placement with relatives/friends

4 Residential/therapeutic care

5 With other parent

6 With parents in residential unit

9
No Father

Plan for child’s care at end of proceedings (IRH/Final Hearing)

CP4


1    At home with parent

2 Fostering

3 Placement with relatives/friends

4 Residential/therapeutic care

5 With other parent

6 Adoption

9   Unclear/No father

PROCEEDINGS

FROM C1/13; FROM SOCIAL WORKER CHRONOLOGY, FIRST STATEMENT AND INITIAL CARE PLAN

STEP 1: Care Application (C1)
P1
Court in which application started

1 FPC
2 CC


P2
Date of issue of application:

P3
No. of children involved in proceedings:

(as stated on PLO1)
P4
Order sought:


1 Care
2 Supervision
3 Care or Supervision
9
No Father
P5
Threshold:


1 Unreasonable care

2 Beyond control
3 Unreasonable care and beyond control

9
Missing
P6
Circumstances for threshold:

(if not on PLO1 and PLO2), from social work chronology, social work statement)
Multi-response: code:    0    No      1      Yes       9    Unclear    for all 


Maltreatment 

P6a 

Neglect/failure to thrive





P6b

Physical abuse




SPECIFY

P6c


Shaken baby

P6d


Munchausen’s Syndrome by proxy/
factitious illness/salt poisoning



P6e


Single major injury






P6f


Bruises /Marks/series of injuries/brittle bones




P6g
Child sexual abuse




P6h
Emotional abuse

(P6 continued on next page)    
 
P6i
Condition/behaviour of case children






(E.g. precocious sexual activity, delinquency, truancy,


 aggression, absconding from home, beyond control)

P6j
Behaviour/ circumstances of significant adults




(E.g. learning disability, chronic physical illness,


disability, psychiatric illness, victim of DV, major 


criminality, substance abuse)

P7
Harm:



1 Actual
2 Likely

3 Actual and likely

If actual harm:
P7a
To: 

1 Index Child
2 Index Child and siblings/half siblings 

in proceedings

3 Index Child and non case child

4 Index Child and siblings/half siblings

in proceedings and non case child

5 Siblings/half siblings only in proceedings

6 Siblings/half siblings in proceedings and 

non case child

7 Non case child (already under Care Order/Adopted)

Attribution (cause): direct (actual and/or likely) harm by: 
P8a

Parent(s) 


0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear 

     
P8b

Parent’s partner

0   No       1    Yes      9 Unclear


P8c
 
By other


0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear


P8d

Unknown or disputed 
0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

attribution

P9
Objective of intervention: (as stated on C1)
1 care
2 supervision
3 contingent outcome 
9
Missing
P10
Order sought:



1 ICO



2 ISO

3 No interim orders

4 IRO (interim residence order)

5 IRO and ISO

  If ICO or ISO sought:

P10a
Date of ICO/ISO (leave blank if N/A)


P10b
All interim orders renewed by 
0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

consent

 If no ICO/ISO orders sought:
P10c
Why not?

1 child at home with parent

2 child with relatives

3 child in residential care or hospital

4 child in foster care

8
Case withdrawn
9
N/A – interim orders

P11
Initial no. of parties (including children and applicant)

(as stated on C1)

P12
Any Directions sought by LA on application (C1):

1 Standard only

2 Standard and other Directions

(other directions will be typed in/ be specific to the case) 

P12a
If other Directions, specify:

Children’s Guardian  (CG)



CG1
Date of CG’s appointment

CG2
Delay in CG’s appointment



0    No       1      Yes

Transfer
P15
Transfer at first hearing:

1 Yes, without request

2 Yes, request granted 
3 No request

4 Request refused

5 Care centre start

9
Transferred – unclear why

If transferred


P16
Date of transfer:


Reasons for transfer:


(s.7a)

P17a
Conflicting evidence

P17b
 Conflicts between



0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear



 2 or more experts

P17c
   Conflict of law (foreign element)

0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

P17d
   Difficult / novel point of law

0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

P17e
   Consolidation



0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

P17f
   Public interest



0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear

P17g
   To accelerate proceedings

0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear



P17h      Party lacks capacity                              0   No       1    Yes      9  Unclear
Parties (respondents)
	Party

No.
	P20.(n)a

Party at beginning
	P20.(n)b

New party joined during proceedings
	P20.(n)c

Date new party joined
	P20.(n)d

Reason new party joined
	P20.(n)e

Party remaining at end of proceedings

	20,1
	
	
	
	
	

	20.2
	
	
	
	
	

	20.3
	
	
	
	
	

	20.4
	
	
	
	
	

	20.5
	
	
	
	
	

	20.6
	
	
	
	
	

	20.7
	
	
	
	
	

	20.8
	
	
	
	
	

	20.9
	
	
	
	
	

	20.10
	
	
	
	
	

	20.11
	
	
	
	
	

	20.12
	
	
	
	
	

	20.13
	
	
	
	
	

	20.14
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	N/A
	N/A
	


P20a and P20b:  Parties           99
Not applicable







01 Applicant




12
Father 3

        24 Other 

02
Mother of Index Child



13
Father 4


03
Father of Index Child (as stated 

14
Father 5


on C1) 




15
Paternal relative 1
04
Index Child




16
Paternal relative 2
05
Other child 1




17
Paternal relative 3

06
Other child 2




18
Maternal relative 1
07
Other child 3




19 
Maternal relative 2

08
Other child 4




20
Maternal relative 3
09
Other child 5




21
Step-parent 1
10
Other child 6




22
Step-parent 2

11
Father 2 




23
Other 1








24
Other 2
P20c: Date new party joined  (put line through if not applicable)
P20d: Reason party joined

1 Added following proof of paternity




2 Seeking care of child (residence order (RO) or SGO (special guardianship order)



3        
Seeking contact with child (contact order)

4
Alleged perpetrator/ defending allegation

5
Proof of paternity and seeking RO

6
Proof of paternity and seeking Contact Order

7
Proof of paternity and alleged perpetrator/ defending allegation

8
Seeking RO or SGO and Contact Order

9
Seeking RO and alleged perpetrator/ defending allegation


 10
Seeking Contact Order and alleged perpetrator/ defending allegation

    11
Proof of paternity, seeking RO and Contact Order, and alleged perpetrator/ defending allegation
    12
Father’s reappearance

    13
Child born

    14
Another child raising concerns

 99
N/A – no new party joined

P20e

Party remaining at end of proceedings
0   No       1    Yes      9  N/A

Summary info:
P20f

Total no. of parties at beginning of proceedings


P20g

Total no. of parties joined


P20h

Total no. of parties at end of proceedings
Joinder dispute
P20i

Was there a dispute about joinder of 


parties? 



0   No       1    Yes      9  N/A



If yes:
P20j

Which party? (using variable P20a/b above)

P20k

When? (most likely to be in correspondence)


1
At beginning of proceedings




2
In the middle of proceedings




3
At end of proceedings




4
Unclear when 




9
N/A – no dispute

P20l

If more than 1 dispute about joinder:



Was there more than 1 dispute   

0   No       1    Yes      9  N/A
about joinder?

If yes, note who and when, and note in Overview section at end of

Schedule.
P20m

Did the court consider making other 




people parties but did not make them 

parties? 




0   No       1    Yes      9  N/A

P20n

Which party? (using variable P20a/b above)

P20o

When? (most likely to be in correspondence)


1
At beginning of proceedings




2
In the middle of proceedings




3
At end of proceedings




4
Unclear when 




9
N/A

P20p

Reason for not becoming party:

1 Refused

2 Withdrew

3 Turns out not to be father

8
Unclear

9
N/A

FROM COURT DIRECTIONS/ORDERS/CORRESPONDENCE

Contested matters 
Interlocutory matters (between application and final hearing)
Assessment



CON1
Is there a contest about assessment by an expert?
0   No      1   Yes, 1 only










2  More than 1 contest


If more than 1

CON2 How many?





Contest 1
CON3a  At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At allocation hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
N/A – no contest

If there is a contest:

About having an assessment

About having a residential or community assessment

About who pays

Code below     

CON4a


1 A contest about having an assessment (a)

2 A contest about having a specifically named expert (b)

3 A contest about having a residential or 

community assessment (c)

4 A contest about who pays for the assessment (d)

5 a + b

6 a + c

7 a + d

8 b + c

9 b + d

10 c + d

99
N/A – no contest

CON5a
Outcome:

1
LA contesting got what they wanted
2
Other party in contest against LA got what they wanted

3
Joint agreement

4
N/A – no contest

Contest 2


CON3b
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At allocation hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9    No contest

If there is a contest:

About having an assessment

About having a residential or community assessment

About who pays

Code below     

CON4b



1 A contest about having an assessment (a)

2 A contest about having a specifically named expert (b)

3 A contest about having a residential or 

community assessment (c)

4 A contest about who pays for the assessment (d)

5 a + b

6 a + c

7 a + d

8 b + c

9 b + d

10 c + d

99
N/A – no contest

CON5b
Outcome:

1
LA contesting got what they wanted
2
Other party in contest against LA got what they wanted

3
Joint agreement

4
N/A – no contest

Contest 3
CON3c
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At allocation hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9    No contest

If there is a contest:

About having an assessment

About having a residential or community assessment

About who pays

Code below     

CON4c



1 A contest about having an assessment (a)

2 A contest about having a specifically named expert (b)

3 A contest about having a residential or 

community assessment (c)

4 A contest about who pays for the assessment (d)

5 a + b

6 a + c

7 a + d

8 b + c

9 b + d

10 c + d

99
N/A – no contest

CON5c
Outcome:

1
LA contesting got what they wanted
2
Other party in contest against LA got what they wanted

3
Joint agreement

4
N/A – no contest

Interim Care Order

CON6
Is there a contest about an interim care order?
0      No      1      Yes


If yes: (if more than 1 contest over ICO, do 1st one here)
CON7At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
No contest

CON8
By whom?
1 Child

2 CG

3 Family member (most likely)

4 Other (specify)




CON9
Outcome:

1 Order made

2 Order refused


CON10
Is there more than 1 contest over an ICO? 
0      No      1      Yes



If yes:
CON11
At what stage is the 2nd contest?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing


CON12
By whom?
1 Child

2 CG

3 Family member (most likely)

4 Other (specify)

CON13
Outcome:

1 Order made

2 Order refused

Children’s Guardian




CON14
Is there a contest about the Children’s
0      No      1      Yes

Guardian? (About anything: Who? Recommendation?)


CON15
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
No contest

CON16
By whom?
1 Parents

2 Child

3 LA

4 Other (specify)




CON17
Outcome:


1
Person contesting got what they wanted



2
Person contesting didn’t get what they wanted

Disclosure of documents
 (not re: criminal proceedings – see CON29/30) i.e. one party does not want another party to see a document , or party does not want to provide document for court


CON18
Is there a contest about disclosure of
0      No      1      Yes

documents? 
CON19
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
No contest


CON20
Disclosure contest by whom?

1 Parents

2 Child

3 LA

4 Relatives

5 Police
6 Other

Con20a
Outcome of disclosure dispute

1 Disclosure ordered

2 Partial disclosure

3 Disclosure refused

Contact 


CON21
Is there a contest about contact? 

0      No      1      Yes
CON22
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
No contest

CON23
By whom?
1   Parents

2   Child

3   LA

4 Relatives

5 Parents and child

6 Parents and relatives

7 Child and relatives

8 Other (specify)




CON24
Outcome:


1
Person contesting got what they wanted



2
Person contesting didn’t get what they wanted

Placement 

CON25
Is there a contest about Index Child or sibs’
0      No      1      Yes

 

placement? (NB dispute about granting ICO is not a placement dispute)
CON26
At what stage?

1 1st hearing in FPC

2 Later in FPC

3 At first hearing in CC

4 Later in CC but before Final Hearing re: threshold

5 Final Hearing – threshold, if split hearing

6 After threshold

9
No contest

CON27
By whom?
1 Parents

2 Child

3 LA

4 Relatives
5 CG




CON28
Outcome:


1
Person contesting got what they wanted



2
Person contesting didn’t get what they wanted

Disclosure re: criminal proceeding

CON29
Did the court consider disclosure to the 

0      No      1      Yes

police?

CON30
Did the court consider a request to obtain 
0      No      1      Yes

Information from the police?

Final hearing
from court orders, hearing notes, court file folder

BEFORE FINAL HEARING

FH1:
Did case reach final hearing? 

1 Yes  

2 No, withdrawn     
3 No, incomplete

If case withdrawn before final hearing:
FH2
Reason for withdrawal


1 Child died
2 No order required/LA satisfied care adequate (could be care by relative)

3 Child becomes 17

4 Family emigrated or deported

9
Unclear





 

FH3
Date of withdrawal
FH4
Placement of child at withdrawal

1 With birth mother

2 With birth father

3 With both parents

4 With paternal relative

5 With maternal relative

6 With foster carers

7 With step-parent

8 With other

Final hearing




FH5
Continuous (or split)



0    No, split      1   Yes, continuous


If split 
FH6
Date threshold starts:
FH7
Did the same judge/magistrates hear both 
0  No    1 Yes   9 Unclear

parts?

FH8
Date final hearing complete:
FH9
Total length of final hearing (days):

(only count hearing days not the weeks in between)
Attendance of Index Child at Final Hearing
FH10
Was Index Child present at Final Hearing?
0    No      1      Yes
(unless stated code as No – it is unusual)
FH11
Was there any contest about Index Child
0    No      1      Yes
attending hearing?

(only code as YES if is some evidence of this as issue)


If yes:
FH12
By whom?

1 Parent(s)


5 
Parent(s) + LA

2 CG



6
CG + LA

3 LA



7
Parent(s) + CG + LA

4 Parent(s) + CG

8 
Other (specify)

FH13
Outcome:

1
Objection accepted


2
Objection rejected

Threshold condition

FH14
Was there a dispute about the threshold

0    No      1      Yes

condition? 

FH15
Were any grounds conceded?

0   No      1  Yes, some     2  Yes all
Causation/attribution

FH16
Was there a dispute about causation/

0    No      1      Yes


attribution?

Outcome of final hearing

 

FH17
Order made 

1 Care Order

2 Care and Placement order

3 Supervision Order

4 Residence Order

5 Residence and supervision Orders

6 No order
7 SGO

8 SGO and SO

9 No father

FH18
Same order for all children in proceedings?
0    No      1      Yes
(leave blank if only one child)
FH19
Was a Family Assistance order made?   

0    No      1      Yes

FH20
Was contact order made? 



0    No      1      Yes


If yes:

FH21
Was the contact the same as 


0    No      1      Yes



recommended in the care plan?
Placement at final hearing

FH22
Did order lead to placement change for


Index Child compared to start of proceedings? 

0    No      1      Yes


If yes:

FH23
How?
1 With different parent

2 With different relative carer

3 With different unrelated carer (including 

pre-adoptive carers) 

4 Residential care

5 Supported living in the community

6 Return home

9
Unlclear


FH24
Same placement for all children in       0  No      1  Yes        9 N/A (only 1 child)

proceedings? 

OVERVIEW TO BE COMPLETED AS RESEARCHER ASSESSMENTS AT END OF CASE

EG1
Measures of complexity where matter not coded elsewhere  


 
EG1a Criminal proceedings relating to harm to child
0 No 
     1 Yes






EG1b Child rare syndrome




0 No 
     1 Yes








EG1c More than one LA involved



0 No 
     1 Yes
          (eg where relative carer needs support 

          and lives elsewhere)
EG2A
For all cases researcher assessment of reasons for any perceived delay. 

code all that apply       0 No       1 Yes

a)
Exploring family placements


b)
Testing placement with parents


c)
Arranging residential assessments


d)
Delay in reports being completed


e)
Delay in LA filing statements


f)
Ordering of reports (eg if later in proceedings)


g)
Listing difficulties for hearing over 3 days


h)
Listing difficulties other


i)
Changes in the family


j)
Child’s circumstances eg further allegations/ injuries /ill-health etc


k)
Lawyers circumstances/ change of lawyers for parent


l)
LA failures to keep to timetable


m)
Disputes


n)
Appointment of cg/ change of CG


o)
Joining of new parties (eg if late in proceedings)


p)        Disclosure



q)
Late transfer
r)
Changes in plan 

EG2B
Researcher assessment of factors in the case possibly mitigating delay
code all that apply       0 No       1 Yes
a)
Parents did not participate






       

b)
Parents co-operated fully


c)
Previous recent care proceedings
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