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Establishing outcomes of care proceedings for children 
before and after care proceedings reform

The new PLO, introduced following reforms recommended by The Family Justice Review and enacted in the Children and Families Act 2014, made substantial changes to the care proceedings process. Particularly, it required more preparation by local authorities, restricted the appointment of experts in proceedings and set a 26 week ‘time limit’ (with the possibility of extension) for proceedings. At the same time the Family Court was established, replacing the system of triple jurisdiction with a unified court with cases allocated to different types of judge according to their complexity. 

This research study funded by the ESRC (Economic and Social Research Council), has been designed to establish the extent and effects of these changes by comparing two random samples of care proceedings brought by the same local authorities before and after the reforms. The study is not limited to the impact of the change on courts and local authorities -  it is also examining the outcomes for the children subject to these proceedings by examining Department for Education, Cafcass and local authority records for the children. 

The research is being conducted by a team lead by Professor Judith Masson of the Law School at Bristol University and Professor Jonathan Dickens of the School of Social Work, University of East Anglia, who have worked together on care proceedings research since 2009. It is already clear that the reforms have had a marked effect on the length of proceedings and the time children wait before a decision is reached about their future care.

With the agreement of the President of the Family Division, we are conducting focus groups to find out judges’ views on the PLO reforms, the impact it has on their work managing cases and how the process influences decisions. By participating in the Focus Group you will help the research team understand judicial perspectives on the care proceedings reforms. The focus group discussion will last approximately one hour. It will be recorded so that the researchers can be sure that they have an accurate account of the various views expressed. The recording with be transcribed and anonymised. The transcript will form part of the research materials archived and made accessible to future researchers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The research team is very grateful to all who participate in the research.


If you would like further details please contact:
Professor Judith Masson Judith.Masson@bristol.ac.uk 						
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