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The development of shared concepts is a key feature of interdisciplinary research, and ‘connectivity’ is being used in the Grey and Pleasant Land project as a concept that bridges various disciplinary perspectives on older people’s inclusion and connectedness in rural civic life. Other concepts/themes that have emerged across the work packages and can potentially serve to integrate disciplinary perspectives in the project are: ‘landscape’, ‘community’, ‘mobilities’, and ‘capital’ (social, cultural, economic). I’d like to get discussion going with the various WPs around these and other concepts/themes in the project that any of you would like to contribute.

I thought that I’d start with some observations from the oral histories that are being conducted with older people in the Travelling (Gypsy) community in WP2 on older people’s participation in cultural and leisure activities. This example involves the various concepts of capital (social, cultural, and economic) mentioned above. From the interview material these ‘capitals’ all seem to be tightly interconnected for this community. The distinction between cultural and leisure activities and working for economic gain is not a sharp division as traditional cultural pursuits very frequently involve activities undertaken as part of earning a living. Sources of cultural capital (e.g., Travellers’ knowledge and skills related to the land, animals and natural resources) are the basis for economic capital and are realised within the social capital (networks of trust and reciprocity) of this community. Social capital in this community tends to be bonding social capital (intra-group connections) rather than bridging social capital (inter-group connections). From my reading of the interview material so far, ‘connectivity’ for this group of rural older people seems to be highly circumscribed and typically confined to the Travelling community itself. The livelihoods and lifeways of older Travellers are also intimately connected with the landscape and resources of the natural world in rural areas, and this connectivity is a significant source of memory and identity for these older individuals.

In [place name] where we will be conducting the intergenerational oral histories (co-conducted by young students), we are working with a local cultural history group that are involved in a range of their own activities and exhibitions about their community. These activities have included, for example, community walks where older residents describe their memories related to the landscape and landmarks of [place name] to younger people who accompany them on the walk. Within this context, landscape=timescape, and landscape is closely tied to memory and identity for these older residents.

· Any thoughts about how some of the concepts I’ve mentioned (‘connectivity’,‘landscape’, 'timescape', ‘community’, ‘mobilities’, and ‘capital’) or others that are playing out in data from the other WPs? 
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· I am very interested in the concept of “community”. In a general sense of how it's used in common discourse (for instance, it's increasingly common in political discourse lately, it seems to be standing in for all sorts of other more politically awkward concepts). But also in what counts as an online community, and how community is used in this sense. The term “online community” is used a lot in the literature on online forums, it's sometimes taken for granted and at other times it's defined, but I am wondering how the concept works for this project, and in particular for the online forum aspects, WP6 and WP7.

· For example, Stommel and Koole (2010) argue that an online group, in their particular example an online support group, is a Community of Practice “an aggregate of people who come together around mutual engagement in an endeavor” (Eckert and McConnell-Ginet, 1992: 464).  I wonder if this Grey and Pleasant Land project, or the WP leaders, are trying to build an online community, and if the researcher forum is an attempt to build an online academic community. And if so, could this be seen as a Community of Practice in that the research team comes together around mutual engagement in the endeavor of studying rural ageing and connectivity, etc?

· I am not sure how this concept of community fits with other understandings of community in the wider project but I thought I'd add my interest in the concept here even if I haven't come up with any firm conclusions or redefinition of the concept, for the moment. 

·  
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