Grey and Pleasant Land Project
Information on Work Package 2 (WP2) Oral Histories 


[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of Work Package 2 (WP2) in the Grey and Pleasant Land project, 70 oral histories (2 missing) were collected from older persons aged 60 and over in rural southwest England, focusing on their leisure activities and interests over the lifecourse. The study participants included White British and Gypsy Traveller older people who were interviewed during 2010 through 2012. The oral histories used two separate interview guides for these groups (also deposited), reflecting differences in conceptions and patterns of leisure in each.

The deposited interviews include information on the ethnicity, gender and age of each of the research informants who are numbered sequentially as R1 through R68. Text attributed to the interviewee is labelled with this identifying number throughout the interview. Interviewer questions and comments are labelled throughout as ‘I’.

The interviews with the Gypsy Travellers are typically more discursive in nature than those with the White British informants, and often include contributions from family members who sat in on the interview. One arm of the study included an intergenerational project in which local schoolchildren accompanied researchers on the interviews. Occasional comments from the schoolchildren are labelled as such.

Interviewees R52 and R65 were two sisters who wanted to be interviewed together. The files indicate their respective contributions to the joint interview.

A full description of the methodology for WP2 including sampling and data collection for the oral histories is presented in Hennessy, C.H., Staelens, Y., Lankshear, G., Phippen, A., Silk, A. and Zahra, D. (2014). ‘Rural connectivity and older people’s leisure participation’, Chapter 3 in C.H. Hennessy, R. Means and V. Burholt (eds.) Countryside connections: older people, community and place in rural Britain. Bristol: Policy Press.

