
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR ORAL HISTORIES WITH GYPSY TRAVELLERS
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this interview. We are talking to you as part of a study about the kinds of cultural and leisure activities that people have taken part in both earlier in their lives and presently. By ‘cultural and leisure activities’ we mean the pastimes, hobbies and interests you have been involved in, either on your own, with your family or as a member of a club, association or other kind of group. Some examples would include gardening, playing sport or attending sporting events, martial arts, going to fairs, singing, dancing, visiting a museum, fishing, reading, or walking for recreation. Because we want to know about how your interests and activities may have changed or stayed the same over the years, I will be asking you about different periods of your life.

CHILDHOOD
Can you please tell me about the kinds of cultural and leisure activities you took part in up to age 18?

How did you come to be interested in these particular activities (e.g., through family, friends, school, etc.)?

If you attended school, were you involved in any activities or clubs?

How often and with whom did you take part in these activities?

Were there interests in other cultural or leisure activities which you may have had at the time but could not take up for some reason?

If yes, what was the reason?  

Did you take part in storytelling, music or dancing?

The skills involved with earning a living can be enjoyable. As a child were you learning  about scrap dealing, horse trading, motor maintenance, selling door to door, making lace or flowers  or other skills connected with work?

The skills connected with running a home and family can be enjoyable. As a child were you learning about cookery, child care, medicine and care of the home?

YOUNG ADULTHOOD

Can you tell me about the kinds of cultural and leisure activities you took part in as a young adult (i.e, after age 18)?

How often and with whom did you participate in these activities?

How did these activities change with various events in your young adult life (e.g., earning a living. marriage, becoming a parent, moving on, caring for older relatives.
Were there interests in other cultural or leisure activities which you may have had at the time but could not take up for some reason?

If yes, what was the reason?

MIDDLE AND OLDER AGE

Can you tell me about the kinds of cultural and leisure activities you have taken part in since your middle age years (i.e., after your children left home or after age 45)?

How often and with whom have you taken part in these activities?

Has your involvement in these activities changed over time and if so why (e.g., with retirement, changes in health, responsibilities for care giving, death of spouse, etc.)?

Of these cultural and leisure activities or interests are there any which you have taken up for the first time since age 60? 

At present are there any cultural or leisure activities which you would like to participate in but cannot do for some reason?

If yes, can you tell me the reason?  

INVOLVEMENT IN CULTURAL AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES AND PERCEPTIONS OF RURAL LIVING AND HERITAGE 

Are there any activities you have enjoyed which you would call hobbies, rather than part of earning a living or caring for your home and family?
Are any of the activities or interests which you have told me about related to the rural way of life or history of your community?

If yes, does this affect what taking part in this activity means to you? How? 

How important would you say it is to preserve the traditions and cultural activities of rural communities? Why? 

Are younger family members interested in the things that you were/are interested in?

How do you feel about sharing the history of your people with non-Gypsies?

Does the history of Gypsy peoples in other countries interest you?
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