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INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PROJECT


I would like to invite you to take part in a research study on what people think about disability and the benefits system.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Before you decide you need to understand why the research is being done and what it would involve. Please read the following information carefully, and feel free to ask us any questions if you would like any more information. The most important thing is that participating is voluntary, and you are free to withdraw at any time without giving any reason.  

What is the research about?
· The research is part of a project called ‘Rethinking Incapacity’, led by me (Ben Geiger) at the University of Kent, and funded by the Economic and Social Research Council.  
· The project aims to understand how people think about disability and the benefits system. In total I am organising ten different group discussions with different sorts of people, but everyone’s views are equally valuable for understanding how people think.
· To make sure that the project treats you and your data properly, this project has been approved by the University of Kent Research Ethics Committee.

What will happen today?
· If you agree to take part, then you will be part of a discussion between 6-12 people on disability and the benefits system. This will last about two hours, and I will record the discussion on an audio recorder so that I can remember what you said. 
· At the end of the discussion, you will receive a £60 gift to thank you for making the effort to come here, and to compensate you for your time. We will ask you to sign another piece of paper to confirm you have received the voucher.
· We will not be asking you to talk about your own health problems or disabilities to the group – we will instead mainly discuss some fictional cases based on real people. However, if you think your experiences are relevant to the discussion and you are happy to share these, then please do bring these into the conversation.
· Before the discussion, we will also ask you to fill out a short (5min) survey to get some background information about you. And in a fortnight, I will send you another similar survey by post/email, to see what you think after the discussion.
· It is completely up to you whether you take part – and if you do take part, you are free to leave at any time, or to miss out as many questions as you want from the surveys, without having to give a reason to anyone.

[continues on next page]



What will happen afterwards?
· I will listen carefully to the recording of the discussion, and use this to write reports (e.g. in newspapers and academic journals) on what different people think about disability benefits. While I cannot guarantee that the disability benefits system in Britain will get better, I will make sure that your voice is heard by civil servants, politicians, disabled people’s organisations and others.
· At the end of the project, I will send you a short summary of what I found out from these discussions. If you are interested, you will also be able to receive copies of all of the reports from the project.
· I may quote from the things that you have said in these reports. But I will make sure that no-one would be able to tell that it was you that said them – I will protect your anonymity at all times.
· Your data – the things you say in discussion, your survey responses, and your contact details – will be kept securely on University of Kent computers, and no-one outside the research team will have access to them. To make the best use of your time, I will allow other researchers to re-use the survey responses and the written transcript of the discussion, but only after I have removed any details that would identify you. Any personal data that could identify you will be destroyed after the project is completed.
· If you have any further questions, then please speak to the research team at the workshop today. You can take this information sheet away with you, and if you have any questions afterwards, then please get in touch with me (Ben Geiger) at b.b.geiger@kent.ac.uk. If anything goes wrong and you would like to make a complaint, then please contact the Head of School in SSPSSR at hosSSPSSR@kent.ac.uk.

If you are happy to take part, then please complete the consent form (the other piece of paper that we gave you when you arrived).

Many thanks for coming along today, and for taking the time to consider taking part in the project – it really is hugely appreciated, as we cannot do this research without your help! 

Ben Geiger (b.b.geiger@kent.ac.uk), SSPSSR, University of Kent
Project lead, Rethinking Incapacity project 
Information sheet written 21st June 2016
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