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ESPA/SPACES El Nino Project: Interview protocol

1. Context and purpose of research

Thank you for offering your time to this research. I’d like to begin by recapping on the context and purpose of this research.

I am a researcher at the University of Exeter (UK) working on a research project investigating the impacts and responses to the 2015-2016 El Nino in southern coastal Kenya. We are returning to four sites where research was conducted by a major research project called SPACES over the past several years: Vanga, Tsunza, Shimoni/Wasini and Kongawe. We hope to understand whether and how they were affected by El Niño, and how they prepared for and responded to its effects.

In addition to this local level focus, we would like to understand preparations and responses at the national level for El Nino, and to record some of the lessons learnt from those involved. 

We aim for this research to contribute to findings ways to improve preparedness and response to El Nino in Kenya.

During this interview, I will ask you questions about the organisations and institutions relevant to El Nino in Kenya, your experiences of the recent El Nino episode and how it compares to past El Nino events. However, the interview will be conversational rather than follow a rigid structure.

Before we proceed to discussing your rights to confidentiality and anonymity do you have any questions about the research?

2. Guarantees of confidentiality and anonymity

I’ll now run through your guarantees of confidentiality and anonymity and what they mean in practice. Please feel free to ask questions at any point.

· Before I advise you of guarantees of confidentiality and anonymity I need to let you know that everything you say during this interview is potentially usable in our research.

· You have a right to anonymity throughout the research. I will only use your name and attribute information from our discussions if you confirm you are happy for me to do so.

· I need to gain your permission to digitally audio record the interview. The recording allows me record what you say accurately, and to focus on talking with you, instead of taking notes. It also ensures you will be heard, speaking your own voice, in the research. This recording will be treated as anonymous and will only be heard by me. 

· To summarise, nothing from this interview will be repeated with your name attached, and nothing will be shown to anyone besides those on our research team before you have a chance to approve it. 

If you are happy to proceed with the interview on the ground rules just covered could I please ask you to sign two copies of the form. One copy is for you to keep and the other copy is for me to keep.

Do you have any questions before we proceed with the interview activities?

3. Semi-structure interview schedule: national and international key informants

Institutions and organisations
· What organisations (government and non-governmental) are involved in El Nino research, preparedness, response and recovery in Kenya?

· What are the policy or strategy documents that guide their work?

· What activities or programmes exist in Kenya to reduce El Nino risks?

· What is the role of your organisation/department/ministry?

· Is El Nino considered in poverty reduction and other development policies, strategies and programmes?

· What resources are allocated to El Nino preparedness and response? Who provides them? 

· How are local stakeholders and communities involved in planning for El Nino?

The 2015-2016 El Nino

Early warnings
· Who provided early warnings about El Nino?

· What El Nino early warning systems exist in Kenya?

· How were early warnings disseminated? To whom?




Preparedness
· How did national, county and communities respond to the early warnings? 
· How did communities and households prepare for it?
· How could they have been better prepared?

· What information, advice and/or assistance was provided to local communities and households to help them prepare?

Impact and response

· Who, what and where was most affected by El Nino?

· What positive and negative effects did it have?

· What were the effects on coastal regions?

· How did coastal communities cope?

· How could they have better coped?

Recovery
· Who has provided recovery assistance to communities?

· What assistance has been provided?

Lessons learnt
· What are the major challenges for preparing for and responding to El Nino in Kenya

· How could Kenya reduce the impacts of future El Nino events?

· What is needed?

· What are the challenges for adopting these new strategies?

Past events
· How did this El Nino event compare with those in the past?

· What lessons were learnt from past El Nino events?

Future interviewees

From the discussion we have just had, would you recommend anyone else I should contact for interview?
· Name?
· Reason for selecting?
· Happy to share contact details?

Interview Close
We’re at the end of the interview now. However, there is always a chance my list of questions may not have reflected everything you wanted to, or could have said. So:

· Is there anything you would add to what has been discussed so far? Anything that needs to be said?

· Are there questions I should have asked?

· Is there anything else you’d like to say?


4. Semi-structured interview schedule: county key informants

Institutions and organisations
· What organisations (government and non-governmental) are involved in El Nino preparedness, response and recovery in your county?

· What are the policy or strategy documents that guide preparedness and response planning?

· What activities or programmes exist in your county to reduce El Nino risks?

· What is the role of your organisation/committee?

· What resources are allocated to El Nino preparedness and response? Who provides them? 

· How are the public and communities involved in planning for El Nino?
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Early warnings
· What El Nino early warnings were provided to the county?

· To whom? From whom?

Preparedness
· How did the county and communities respond to the early warnings? 
· How did the county prepare for the El Nino?
· How did communities and households prepare for it?
· How could they have been better prepared?

· What information, advice and/or assistance was provided to local communities and households to help them prepare?

Impact and response

· What positive and negative effects did the recent El Nino have?

· Who and where was most affected?

· How did coastal communities cope?

· How could they have better coped?

Recovery
· Who has provided recovery assistance to communities in the county?

· What assistance has been provided?

Lessons learnt
· How could the county reduce the impacts of future El Nino events?

· What is needed?

· What are the constraints on adopting these new strategies?

Past events
· How did this El Nino event compare with those in the past?

· What lessons were learnt from past El Nino events?

· What effect have past and present El Nino events had on development and poverty alleviation in [Kwale/Mombassa]?


Future interviewees

From the discussion we have just had, would can recommend anyone else I should contact for interview?
· Name?
· Reason for selecting?
· Happy to share contact details?







Interview Close
We’re at the end of the interview now. However, there is always a chance my list of questions may not have reflected everything you wanted to, or could have said. So:

· Is there anything you would add to what has been discussed so far? Anything that needs to be said?

· Are there questions I should have asked?

· Is there anything else you’d like to say?






