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The Sign & Speak Study

This study aims to determine how early language experience influences brain development and language learning. 
We are studying 3 groups of babies with different language experience: 
1. Infants growing up in a monolingual environment
2. Infants growing up in a bilingual environment in which two spoken languages are used (e.g. English and French) 
3. Infants growing up in a bilingual environment in which one signed and one spoken language are used (e.g. BSL and English).
The study that we have done today looked at your baby’s brain response to language. We used a technique called near infrared spectroscopy to measure the variation in the amount of oxygen and blood in certain parts of the brain when your baby was exposed to different languages. We are interested in comparing brain activation to spoken languages (e.g. English) and signed languages (e.g. BSL).
We also used an ‘eye-tracker’ to analyse how your baby scans people’s face in social situation, including when people speak. 
When comparing the results from the 3 groups of children, we will clarify how early language experience influences language learning and brain response to language.

Thank you for your participation in this project. You and your child have contributed to our understanding of brain development in infancy!
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