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Intonational Variation in Arabic Research Project

Information for Participants

You are invited to participate in a research project conducted by Dr Sam Hellmuth and Dr Rana
Alhussein Almbark of the Department of Language and Linguistic Science, University of York.

® Purpose of the project

The purpose of the project is to understand the intonation patterns of different dialects of colloquial
Arabic. In what ways are all Arabic dialects similar? In what ways do Arabic dialects differ from
each other? We are also interested in whether these patterns mean that you can hear what dialect of
Arabic someone speaks when they are speaking in English.

® Procedures

You will be asked to make a series of short recordings in Arabic, in two sessions. In the first session
you will make the recording at the same time as another participant, and you are free to choose that
this person is someone that you know (who is also willing to participate in the recordings). In the
second session you may be recorded speaking on your own.

The tasks we will ask you to do include:

e to give some synonyms for different words and lexical items in your dialect and compare
them with the ones given by the other participant

e play a short picture-based game together which involves following directions on a map

e reading out a scripted dialogue, in a role-play with the other participant

e reading a story aloud to the other participant

e telling again - from memory - the story that you read before (it doesn’t matter if you forget
some of the story!). Pictures will be provided to remind you of the main events.

e discussing with the other participant your views on a subject such as cooking or sport

e some reading tasks, sentences and a longer passage.

Clear examples of how to complete each task will be given. Each of the recording sessions will take
approximately one hour. You will also need to allow half an hour before the recording to fill in a
guestionnaire on your language background.

During each task your voice will be recorded using a microphone that you wear on your head, so
that the microphone sits to the side of your mouth. It is very comfortable to wear and most people
soon forget that the microphone is there. The recordings are made onto a digital card and then
stored in a digital archive that is at first only accessible to the researcher and other members of her
research team. The sound files will be saved under an anonymous code, your name will not appear.

After you have made the recordings the researcher and her team will listen to the recordings, and
compare them to recordings in other dialects of Arabic, and write a description of how Arabic
dialects are similar to each other and different from each other. After this stage, some of the
recordings will be selected to be made available on the internet to represent your dialect.


http://www.york.ac.uk/res/ivar/

Optionally, if you wish, you can do part of the second recording session in English, either with your
partner or with a different partner. The tasks are the same as for the Arabic recordings. If you wish
we will analyse your English during the recordings and give you a summary of any regular errors in
your pronunciation, with some suggestions on how to improve your English accent (this analysis is
optional, let us know if you would like us to do it).

® Potential benefit of research

The results of this research will contribute towards a better description of the properties of spoken
Arabic dialects and will help us understand the problems faced by Arabic speakers who are learning
English. This research may thus lead to better learning and teaching methods in the future.

® Confidentiality
You will be asked for some basic information about your age and where you live, and what
languages you and your parents know. All this information will remain completely confidential.

All of the speech recordings will be listened to by the researcher and her team and will be described
in printed publications written by the researcher and her team. Sometimes we will play the
recordings to other researchers, but the name of the person speaking will never be revealed.

We will make the Arabic recordings available on the internet. Voices will not be disguised, so it is
theoretically possible that someone who knows the person speaking could recognise their voice
from the recordings, but the name of the person speaking will never be revealed.

There was a similar project on different dialects of British English; you can see the database, and
the fact that the data is completely anonymous, here: www.phon.ox.ac.uk/IViE/

We want to create the same resource for Arabic dialects, and your recordings will contribute to
making this possible.

If you decide to make a recording with us in English those recordings will not be made available on
the internet, only the Arabic recordings will be made available on the internet.

® Participation and withdrawal

You can choose whether to participate in this project or not. If you volunteer to participate in this
project, you may withdraw at any time without giving any reasons and without any consequences of
any kind.

® Payment
After you complete all recording sessions you will receive, as thanks for your time and help, a
payment of KWD 5 in cash per completed recording session, and a certificate of participation.

® Questions about the investigators or the research
If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel free to contact the researcher:
Sam Hellmuth, sam.hellmuth@york.ac.uk or Rana Alhussein Almbark rana.alhusseinalmbark@york.ac.uk.



http://www.phon.ox.ac.uk/IViE/
mailto:sam.hellmuth@york.ac.uk?subject=IVAr%20data%20collection
mailto:rana.alhusseinalmbark@york.ac.uk?subject=IVAr%20data%20collection
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Consent to participate in research

Intonational Variation in Arabic Research Project
Researchers: Dr Sam Hellmuth and Dr Rana Alhussein Almbark

| agree to take part in this recording. | have been selected as a participant because my native
language is Arabic, and | volunteered to take part.

| acknowledge that the researcher has explained

what is involved in the recording;

the purpose of the work;

her commitment to preserving the anonymity of participants;

her commitment to using the information supplied by the participants with confidentiality and
impartiality.

Please tick to confirm that you understand and agree with the following statements:

OO 1 am aware that | may withdraw my participation at any time, and that 1 am under no
obligation to complete the required task.

O

I have had the opportunity to ask questions about this test, and | have received answers.
O 1 have a second copy of this consent form for my records.
OO 1 am willing for my speech recordings to made available anonymously on the internet.

Optional:

If you wish to receive information about the project in future please provide your email address:
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