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1831 England and Wales ancient counties GIS

Filename: 1831EngWalesCounty.shp

ArcGIS shapefile providing boundary and attribute data for the 54 counties of England and Wales as given in the 1831 census. This dataset was conceived by Leigh Shaw-Taylor and Tony Wrigley 

As such this represents the counties of England and Wales as they were before the boundary changes caused by the Counties (Detached Parts) Act of 1844 (7 & 8 Vict. c. 61) which eliminated some of the anomalies caused by the existence of detached portions of counties. However, these data do not entirely represent the boundaries of the counties as they were known in 1831. In a handful of instances the 1831 census listed a particular parish sub-division under one county but returned its population data under another. This GIS follows census practice in that the counties are defined by the administrative units which returned population to them.
This dataset was created from the 1851 England and Wales census parishes, townships and places shapefile which included within its attribute data the ancient county of each of its polygon in 1831.
 
This attribute was used by Max Satchell to merge the 23,173 parish and place polygons into 286 county polygons. It is important to stress that the parish GIS is the product of three research teams led by Rodger Kain, Humphry Southall and Leigh Shaw-Taylor. 
Kain and Oliver, Burton, Westwood and Carter and Satchell, Wrigley, Kitson and Newton

The work was aided by an Emeritus Fellowship from the Leverhulme Trust, two British Academy Small Research Grants (SG 40833, SG 42909) awarded to Tony Wrigley with further funding under the BA Academy's Research Project scheme (BARP) awarded to Leigh Shaw-Taylor. Our thanks go out to these organisations and to the Landmark Group and Edina for supplying the Ordnance Survey data. The shapefile comprises the standard ArcGIS .shx, .shp, .sbx, .sbn, .prj and .dbf files. The dbf file is described below.
 

Attribute data

1831EngWalesCounty.shp

The dbf table contains the following fields.

	Field
	Data type
	Description

	FID
	Object ID
	Unique ID for each row in the table

	Shape
	Polygon
	Polygon/s for each ancient county as per the 1831 census

	COUNTY
	Text
	Name of county

	COUNTRY
	Text
	Name of country


 

Co-ordinate system

British_National_Grid

Projection: Transverse_Mercator

False_Easting: 400000.000000

False_Northing: -100000.000000

Central_Meridian: -2.000000

Scale_Factor: 0.999601

Latitude_Of_Origin: 49.000000

Linear Unit: Meter

 

GCS_OSGB_1936

Datum: D_OSGB_1936 

Citation guidelines 

Satchell, A.E.M, Shaw-Taylor, L., Wrigley E.A., 1831 England and Wales ancient counties GIS (2016). This dataset was created with funding from the ESRC (RES-000-23-1579), the Leverhulme Trust and the British Academy. The Satchell et al dataset derives from an enhanced version of Burton, N, Westwood J., and Carter P., GIS of the ancient parishes of England and Wales, 1500-1850. Colchester, Essex: UK Data Archive (May 2004), SN 4828, which is a GIS version of Kain, R.J.P., and Oliver, R.R., Historic parishes of England and Wales: An electronic map of boundaries before 1850 with a gazetteer and metadata. Colchester, Essex: UK Data Archive, May, 2001. SN 4348.  A description of the dataset can be found in Satchell, A.E.M., England and Wales ancient counties 1831 documentation (2016, 2006) available at: http://www.geog.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/occupations/datasets/documentation.html 

Optional extra 

Citation notes 

1 If on a second reference to the dataset you need an abbreviated reference, our suggestion is Satchell et al, EWAC1831. EWAC1831 stands for England and Wales Ancient Counties 1831. 

Copyright

© 2017 A.E.M. Satchell, L. Shaw-Taylor, Humphrey Southall, Nick Burton, University of Portsmouth, Roger Kain, Richard Oliver.  
Errors and further corrections 

Collectively the research teams led by Rodger Kain, Humphrey Southall and Leigh Shaw-Taylor have contributed many thousands of hours to create this GIS and have struggled to make it as accurate as possible. However, we remain interested in refining it still further. If you spot something that is wrong with the county boundaries, please email details to campop@geog.cam.ac.uk
 

� 1831 Census, Enumeration abstract, I and II, Parliamentary Papers, 1833, XXXVI and XXXVII


�Satchell, A.E.M., Kitson, P.M.K., Newton, G.H., Shaw-Taylor, L., Wrigley E.A., 1851 England and Wales census parishes, townships and places (2016) . UK data archive SN 852232. For details see 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.campop.geog.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/occupations/datasets/documentation.htm" �http://www.campop.geog.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/occupations/datasets/documentation.htm�. 
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