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You are invited to take part in this research study. Please take time to read the following information carefully before you decide whether or not you wish to take part.

 
What is the purpose of this study?
The aim of the study is to explore the different writing practices in the daily work lives of academics. We want to focus on the particular kinds of social and material contexts from which these writing practices emerge by studying different kinds of writing, including (but not limited to) those associated with research, teaching, administration, consultancy and even practices ordinarily occurring outside of work. Using ethnographic approaches, including interviews, observation and close analysis of writing processes, we hope to develop a better understanding of what it is to be an academic in the 21st century.
                        
What does the study entail?
Initially, we will have three targeted conversations about the writing activities surrounding your work pattern and habits and their history. One of these will be a ‘walk-around’ interview where you can show us around your work spaces. These interviews will be recorded, and we will also take pictures of buildings, corridors, desks, and documentation.

Following this, in the second phase of the project, we would like to carry out some more detailed observation of your writing processes. We will talk with you to agree what writing we would observe.  We would also like to observe some of the other activities you engage in at work, such as meetings, and if possible eventually to interview some of your colleagues (with their consent), to get a better understanding of the immediate context of your writing.

We are planning to work with academics from a range of disciplines in three contrasting HE institutions in the northwest of England. This will enable us to sample across a range of writing practices across and within disciplines and institutions.

 
Why have I been invited?
We have approached you because your department is an ideal location for one of our sites of research as mentioned above and we believe you would be able to make a valuable contribution to the study.


What will happen if I take part?
If you decided to take part, this would involve the following: 
1. Assisting us with a guided tour of your departmental workspace and building
2. Allowing us to record three interviews with you targeting different aspects of your writing habits and practices
3. Sharing four key texts with us and talking us through how they were constructed
4. Keeping in touch with us regularly over the course of the research (two years) and introducing us to other members of your department
5. In the second phase of the research, allowing us to record writing activities using screen recording and Livescribe tools.


What are the possible benefits from taking part?
Taking part in this research will enable you to reflect on your own experiences of academic work, how your roles and work practices have been shaped and influenced by policy changes, digital media and other factors, and to raise other general issues about writing in your profession.

This project will also provide you with an opportunity to attend our writing retreat, if you wish to do so, where you can work on your own project and meet and network with other participants. You would also be invited to attend our end-of-project conference.

Every participant will be able to keep the Livescribe pen we use in data collection in recognition of their contribution to the project.


What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
Taking part will mean investing a small of amount of time for our research. Specifically, this will take around 30-60 minutes per interview, and sharing some documentation. We will anonymise participants and institutions in publications from the project and we will change identifying details, but given the nature of academic life we cannot guarantee that you would not be identified by readers familiar with your work.
                                                     
 
What will happen if I decide not to take part or if I don’t want to carry on with the study?
You are free to decide not to take part in the project and there will be no negative consequences for you from this decision.

You are free to withdraw from the study at any time and you do not have to give a reason. If you withdraw while the study takes place or until 2 months after it finishes, we will not use any of the information that you provided. If you withdraw later, we will still use the information you shared for the study. 


Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential?
Any identifying information, such as names and personal characteristics, will be anonymised in any publications from this research. The data we will collect will be kept securely. Any paper-based data will be kept in a locked office. Electronic data will be stored on a password-protected computer and files containing personal data will be encrypted.


What will happen to the results of the research study?
The results of the study will be used for academic publishing and presenting purposes. This will include journal articles, conference papers and books. They may also be drawn on in contributions to media outlets and in the project's social media.


What if there is a problem?
If you have any queries or if you are unhappy with anything that happens concerning your participation in the study, please contact any member of the research project team.


How is the study funded?
The study has been funded by the Economic and Social Research Council.
 
Further information and contact details
See list above



Thank you for considering your participation in this project.
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