Dynamics of Knowledge Creation: Academics writing
Phase 1: Interview schedule 3 (Day in the life)

After the ‘go-along’ interview and ‘techno-biographic’ discussion, this ‘day-in-the-life’ interview is designed to establish the most important routines and networks in the day-to-day professional practices of the respondents. This will also involve the identification of up to four key pieces of writing which will be followed up in more detail in Phase 2 of the research.

Purpose: To discuss and go chronologically through a recent day, and the writing practices which emerge in it. The aim is to elicit a narrative account grounded in specific time, locations, and professional workings of the respondents’ day-to-day practices. 

CHECKLIST
  Turn on the recorder and audibly confirm names, date, location, discipline and interview number
 Explain the focus of the interview – to capture a sense of what happens and what writing you do in one or two typical days

Equipment required: Portable recorder, pens and paper, markers and flip chart paper to use if needed for timeline (Q2). It is helpful if the respondent has access to their own diary for reference.

1. Warm-up and ‘typical’ days [RQs 3a, 3b]
1.1	How’s your day been so far?

1.2	Are there days which you would describe as ‘typical’?  What makes them typical? Or are there various different kinds of ‘typical’ days (e.g. a typical teaching term-time day; a typical sabbatical day; a typical during-the-university-holidays day)?


2. A 'recent' day [RQs 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b]  
Let’s focus on a recent day – perhaps this week – and then later, talk about other, perhaps more typical days / different types of days. 

Talk me through the writing you did that day. We can draw a sort of timeline or look at your calendar.  [Here, we will use a visual prompt - probably just a simple line across a piece of paper with times on it - to guide the person through talking through their day.]

2.1	When did you wake up? 
Did you deal with any work / writing / emails, etc. before you left home?
What technologies did you use for this?  
Was anyone else (e.g. colleagues, friends) were involved at that stage?

2.2	When did you get to work? Take me through the morning. What did you do first? 
What tasks and events did you take part in over the course of the day? 
Where did these take place?
What writing was involved in each of these? 
What technologies did you use for each? 
Which other people (e.g. colleagues, friends) were involved in these?

(Repeat if necessary for the afternoon)

2.3	When did you get home? 
Did you do any writing or other work after you got home? 
Tell me about this (what, where, when, other involved, etc.)?

2.4	Are these typical patterns for you or was there anything unusual about the day? 
	
2.5	Prompt only if not already answered: When we last spoke, you mentioned [refer to their answer to Q3 in ‘technobio’ interview on ‘Domains of life’ and if/how crossovers occur across home-work spheres] … Can you tell me if any of that played out on this specific day?

3. Writing practices across the year [RQs 3a, 3b]

3.1 	You’ve described a recent day. Tell me about how this differs from a day at another point in the year / term. (For instance, term-time vs. vacation time)

Are there any points in the year when things are different, more (or less) hectic than other times of the year? How do your practices change at these times?  [Could ask respondent to refer to their diary to aid them].

4. Processes and practices of recent writing of different kinds (research, teaching, administration, impact). 

4.1 You mentioned X writing you did that was part of your teaching (Refer back to the participant’s timeline and the writing they did / didn’t mention)
· What were the different things that you did to produce that? 
· How did it start? 
· How did it end?  
· Where did you do the writing?
· Was anyone else involved? How?

Or 

You didn’t mention anything about teaching-related writing. Is that because you don’t usually do that? If you do, tell me about it (what do you write, and how does it get done?)

4.2 You mentioned X writing you did that was part of your research (Refer back to the participant’s timeline and the writing they did / didn’t mention)
· What were the different things that you did to produce that? 
· How did it start? 
· How did it end?  
· Where did you do the writing?
· Was anyone else involved? How?

Or 

You didn’t mention anything about research-related writing. Is that because you don’t usually do that? If you do, tell me about it (what do you write, and how does it get done?)

4.3 You mentioned X writing you did that was linked to an administrative responsibility.  (Refer back to the participant’s timeline and the writing they did / didn’t mention)
· What were the different things that you did to produce that? 
· How did it start? 
· How did it end?  
· Where did you do the writing?
· Was anyone else involved? How?

Or 

You didn’t mention anything about administrative writing. Is that because you don’t usually do that? If you do, tell me about it (what do you write, and how does it get done?)

 
4.4 [bookmark: _GoBack]   You mentioned X writing you did that was linked to impact.  (Refer back to the participant’s timeline and the writing they did / didn’t mention)
· What were the different things that you did to produce that? 
· How did it start? 
· How did it end?  
· Where did you do the writing?
· Was anyone else involved? How?

Or 

You didn’t mention anything about writing to do with impact. Is that because you don’t usually do that? If you do, tell me about it (what do you write, and how does it get done?)

    4.5	Are there any other types of writing that you do that we haven’t talked about yet?


5. Document collection: up to four key pieces of writing

In the next phase of the research we'd like to focus in on how you go about writing a few pieces (up to four) in more detail.   What's currently on your desk, or coming up for you in the next few months? (Not just scholarly writing; any kinds of writing tasks) 

 Do you think it might be possible in principle to observe you doing some of this writing?  (Details to be arranged later)

6. Close of interview checklist
     	Announce end of interview
 	Invite participant to ask questions if desired
	Offer to send them a transcript to check, plus any feedback from earlier interviews
 	Arrange dates for keeping-in-touch short meetings over the year
 	Thank the participant. 
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