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Local Distribution of Charitable Resources

Participant information sheet
About the research

The Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy (CGAP) is an interdisciplinary research centre, based at the Universities of Southampton, Kent, Edinburgh, Strathclyde and Cass Business School. For further information about CGAP please see www.cgap.org.  This research study is being conducted by Prof. John Mohan and Dr. Rose Lindsey at the University of Southampton, and is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council.
This project is a study of the local distribution of charitable resources, drawing contrasts between areas of affluence and areas of multiple deprivation. The aims of the research are:

· to understand how and why affluent areas tend to have more charities than poorer areas
· to investigate what sort of needs are being met by charitable organisations in areas of affluence and areas of deprivation
· to explore what outstanding needs are not being met in these areas by the statutory or voluntary sector

· to explore the impact that charities have on the neighbourhoods in which they operate

· to gather stakeholder and charitable organisation’s views of the likely impact of public spending cuts on the charitable sector and the communities in which charities work.

Data for this part of the research is being collected through a series of qualitative interviews (lasting around 60-90 minutes) with individuals working within third sector and statutory stakeholder organisations. These interviews will be recorded on a digital dictaphone to enable their transcription. 
By consenting to take part in these interviews you will help to greatly enhance our knowledge of the distribution and impact of charities in local communities.  We understand the considerable limitations on your time, but if you are able to take part, we will ensure that the interview is conducted at a time and location that best suits you. Most interviews normally take around an hour, but we will work within your time constraints.  

How this research will be used

The research for this study will be presented at conferences and other events, will be published in a peer-reviewed journal article and as a working paper available via www.cgap.org 

The ethics of this research

This research been approved by the University of Southampton, School of Social Sciences’ Ethics Committee, in line with current guidance from the Economic and Social Research Council (www.esrc.ac.uk). This means that:

· Your participation is voluntary 

· Any information that you give us will remain confidential and will be anonymised in all research outputs. This means that we will not share details of your name, your organisation’s name, or the locality in which your organisation is based with anyone else.  Nor will these details be mentioned in any outputs from the research.

· At any time during the research process you are able to withdraw your participation. 

· Data arising from this project will be kept securely. The anonymised data from this project may be archived at the University of Essex’s ESDS Qualidata archive.
Contact details: If you have any queries about this research, please email Rose at r.lindsey@soton.ac.uk,  or call on 023 8059 4442/ 023 80 596674, or write to: Rose Lindsey, c/o TSRC, Division of Sociology & Social Policy,    School of Social Science, University of Southampton,  SO17  1BJ
