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What’s new in this release?

I. Data post-processing

Missing data
For some variables system-missing values assigned in the advance release version of the data were changed into ‘NAP’ values. This was done in cases where the missing information was the result of questionnaire routing. In all other instances leading to absence of information and which could not be classified as ‘DK’ or ‘refused’, the system missing values were changed into ‘UNAVAILABLE’.

These changes occurred in the following variables:

t401, t402, t502, q5, q6, q7, q8_a, q8_b, q8_c, q8_d, q11a, q11b, q11c, q11d, q11e, q12_a, q12_b, q12_c, q15a, q15b, q15c, q15d, q15e, q21_a, q21_b, q21_c, q21_d, q21_e, q21_f, q21_g, q21_h, q88, q89, q108, q9, q13, q16, q17, q18, q19, q20, q21_i, q23, q24, q39_p1, q39_p2, q39_p3, q39_p4, q39_p5, q39_p6, q39_p7, q39_p8, q39_p9, q39_p10, q39_p11, q39_p12, q39_p13, q39_p14, q39_p15, q40, q41, q42, q43, q44, q45, q46, q47_p1, q47_p2, q47_p3, q47_p4, q47_p5, q47_p6, q47_p7, q47_p9, q47_p10, q47_p11, q47_p12, q47_p13, q47_p14, q47_p15, q48, q49, q56, q57, q58, q59, q60, q61, q62, q63, q64, q65, q66, q67, q78, q79, q80, q81_p1, q81_p2, q81_p3, q81_p4, q81_p5, q81_p6, q81_p7, q81_p8, q81_p9, q81_p10, q81_p11, q81_p12, q81_p13, q81_p14, q81_p15, q82_1, q82, q83, q84, q85, q86, q91, t505, q92, q93, q94, q95, q96, q97, q98, q99, q100, q102, q104, q109, q110, q111, q113, q114, q115, q117, q118, q119, q120, v200, 

Labels of variables relating to Parties
These changes pertain to the following variables: q4, q25, q26, q26b, q27, q28, q87, q90, and v132. In all these variables, the values pertain to political parties. The labels of these values have been adapted, so that their first part consists of an English translation of the party name, and the second part consists of its name in the original language and alphabet. The second part of these labels may occasionally not be displayed correctly, unless the statistical package is defined to decrypt either Unicode or UTF-8 protocols. In that case, it will be displayed as a series of question marks or similar characters (this occurs particularly with names written in non-Latin alphabet, such as Cyrillic). The English part of the label will display correctly in all statistical package we are aware of. In all instances where both parts of the label are displayed correctly, the users do not need to consult further documentation in order to unambiguously identify the party in question. In those instances where the original language component of the label is not displayed correctly, users may rely on the translated party name to identify the party in question, but we urge users to consult with the study documentation and verify their interpretations. 

Country of origin
Three questions relating to country of origin (R’s, R’s father’s and mother’s) were followed by a verbatim description of ‘other’ than the coded countries in the original variables. In all cases where this could be done unequivocally, these verbatim descriptions were coded into country codes in the original variables – q105-q107.
In all cases where the verbatim description does not coincide with an existing country code, the code ‘other’ was assigned in q105, q106 and q107, and the verbatim answer remained in q105_O1, q106_O1 and q107_O1.
II. New variables

The following new variables, which were not included in the advance release dataset were added to the PIREDEU dataset in the May 2011 release:

Interviewer information 

t201 Interviewer ID – existed in the advance release. Added a preceding four-digit country code.
t201a Interviewer gender

t201b Interviewer year of birth

t201c Interviewer nationality

t201d Interviewer native language

t201e Interviewer years of experience

Most important problems
q1- q3: First, second and third most important problems as reported by Rs. This data was coded according to the category scheme reflected in the value labels.
EU/government responsibilities (for full question text, see questionnaires)
q29 Responsibility of government for economic conditions

q30 Responsibility of EU for economic conditions

q31 Responsibility of government for standards of health care

q32 Responsibility of EU for standards of health care

q33 Responsibility of government for levels of immigration

q34 Responsibility of EU for levels of immigration

q35 Responsibility of government for setting interest rates

q36 Responsibility of EU for setting interest rates

q37 Responsibility of government for dealing with climate change

q38 Responsibility of EU for dealing with climate change
Retrospective and Prospective evaluations (for full question text, see questionnaires).
q48 retrospective sociotropic economic evaluation

q49 prospective sociotropic economic evaluation

q50 Retrospective perception of changes in standards of health care

q51 Retrospective perception of changes in levels of immigration

q52 Evaluation of changes in levels of immigration

q53 Retrospective perception of changes in interest rates

q54 Evaluation of changes in interest rates

q55 Retrospective perception of changes in climate change

Government and EU responsibility for Social issues.

Impact of Government and EU policies (for full question text, see questionnaires).

q68 Impact of government policies on economic conditions

q69 Impact of government policies on standards of health care

q70 Impact of government policies on levels of immigration

q71 Impact of government policies on interest rates

q72 Impact of government policies on climate change

q73 Impact of EU policies on economic conditions

q74 Impact of EU policies on standards of health care

q75 Impact of EU policies on levels of immigration

q76 Impact of EU policies on interest rates

q77 Impact of EU policies on climate change
III. Newly added derived variables

v111-v117/v121-v127: Selection probabilities/inverse probabilities
The ‘selection probabilities’ provide for each member state the ratio of that country’s eligible population to that of the entire EU (i.e. the probability a respondent from country X will be sampled), based on the eligible population size in each of the countries. The inverse probabilities provide the number of fellow countrymen/women each sample observation represents. Each of these variables was calculated seven times, to correspond with different sets of member states that represent the historical configurations of the EU/EC (i.e., the EC-6, EC-9, EC-10, EU-12, EU-15, EU-25, EU-27). 

Multiplying the sample weight (v100) by the selection probabilities will result in a weighted sample of roughly the original number of EU-wide observations. Multiplying it by the inverse probabilities will result in a weighted sample of roughly 400 million observations (corresponding with the EU eligible population as of 2009), and will be useful for researchers interested in estimating the absolute magnitudes of sub-populations.

v131 and v132: Political Weights
Two political weights were added in this release, to calibrate the data distribution based on the EP electoral results. The difference between the two is in how they treat non-voters. V131 accounts for non-voters, and calibrates the voting distribution based on the real distribution in the entire electorate. Thus, if the votes reported are 10% for party A, 30% for party B and 60% non-voters, while the parties really received 20% and 40%, respectively, Party A’s voters will be weighted by a factor of 2, and party B’s voters will be weighted by a factor of 1.33. 

V132, on the other hand, does not account for non-voters, and calibrates based only on the valid-vote distributions. Thus, in the previous example, party A’s real support is 25% and party B’s support is 75%, and they will be weighted by factors of 0.8 and 0.53 respectively. Weighting by v132 assigns the weight of 0 to the non-voters.

v301, v302: Closeness to Party ordinal scale
Questions q87-q90, which pertain to Respondents’ feelings of ‘closeness’ to political parties, involve a set of routings. As a consequence, the variables reflecting these questions (q87-q90) contain NAP codes which reflect this routing. To facilitate the use of these variables, their information has been collapsed into two variables. The first expresses the strength of closeness to a party (ranging from not feeling close at all to any party, to feeling very close to a party), and amalgamates (without loss of information) the information contained in q87, q88 and q89. The second expresses the identity of the party that R is close to, and amalgamates (without loss of information) the information contained in q87 and q90.
