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Introduction 
 
The Advance Release Notes accompany the Advance Release of the 2009 EES Voter 
Study. They are not intended as a complete codebook, but instead are aimed to 
provide users of the advance release data – typically users who are accustomed to 
working with large-scale, cross-country datasets – with sufficient information to make 
good use of the data. Those users seeking a fully documented version of the data 
should wait for the 2009 EES Voter Study Final Release, expected by end of 2010.  
 
We provide the current data with a note of caution. Initial cleaning of the data has 
been put into effect and a number of issues has been detected and corrected. However, 
this is not the Final Release and users should be aware that some errors may have 
gone undetected. We encourage users of the data to contact us should they suspect 
errors or anomalies in the data via email at vanEgmond@uva.nl (Marcel van Egmond) 
or Eliyahu.Sapir@nottingham.ac.uk (Eliyahu Sapir).  
 
While this Advanced Released will be followed by a Final Release by end of 2010, 
users will be happy to learn the structure of the file, including variable names and 
variable coding, including missing value codes, will remain unchanged (barring any 
errors as yet undetected). Users are therefore encouraged to retain their setup files 
(analyses and recodes etc.), as these should function (virtually) unchanged on the 
Final Release data as well.  
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Data collection  
 
Data collection was started on the first working day following the 2009 European 
Parliament elections (4 to 7 June 2009). Intended sample size was 1,000 successful 
interviews each EU member state.  
 
Data collection was done by CATI phone interview. In seven countries (Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Slovakia) 
representative phone sampling was not feasible. In these countries, 70 percent of 
interviews were achieved by face-to-face mode, while the remaining 30 percent was 
achieved by phone. Exclude mode-effects as much as possible, face-to-face interview 
did not use additional aids such as showcards, except for questions Q101 (level of 
education) and Q113 (occupation) where showcards were used.  
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Structure of the data file 
 
Variable names 
 
The data file consists of three sets of variables, distinguished by the preceding 
characters T, Q and V.  
 
T variables describe the interview, e.g., respondent id, country, date/length/mode of 
interview, et cetera.  
 
Q variables comprise the interview questions. Both variable order and -numbering 
reflect that of the 2009 questionnaire.  
 
V variables are additional variables, based either on additional information from the 
fieldwork agency, or derived on the basis of questionnaire variables. Currently, only a 
per-country weight factor is included (V100), as well as a country-comparable 
education variable based on ISCED coding (V200). It is foreseen that the number of 
V-variables will increase in a future release, but current variables names will be 
respected.  
 
Missing Values 
 
Where possible, Q variables follow an identical missing values labeling scheme.  
 
For 1 digit variables, this consists of:  

7: Refused [REF] 
8: Don't Know [DK] 
9: Not Applicable/not available [NAP]  

 
For two digit variables, the labeling scheme is 

77: Refused [REF] 
88: Don't Know [DK] 
99: Not Applicable/not available [NAP]  

 
In addition, a number of variables (e.g., vote choice) have additional missing value 
labels within this range. Where relevant, consistent labeling has been implemented.  
 
Please note that no missing values have been defined in the Advance Release file, so 
it is up to the researcher to decide how to deal with various causes of missing data.  
 
 
Country specific labeling 
 
For a number of variables, country specific labels have been used in the 
questionnaires. Examples of these are party choice questions and level of education, 
amongst others. In the integrated data file, these variables would cause problems since 
values are not identical across countries. Hence, country specific codes have been 
constructed by preceding the question codes by a country values, consisting of the 3-
digit ISO-code of the country and preceded by a 1. This 4-digit country prefix is 
hence identical to the country codes used in variable T102 (and referred to as 1+ISO). 
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Where possible, the original question codes have been maintained as subfixes. 
Missing values are not country specific. 
 
A special case form the questions regarding placement of parties along the left-right 
continuum (Q47_), EU-unification continuum (Q81_) and the probability to vote 
questions (Q39_). For these variables, not the answer options, but the actual questions 
vary by country. For these three sets of questions, the specific party probed is 
described in these release notes (see below).  
 We note that the order of these party-questions is identical for all three 
questions (i.e., Q47_1 probes the same party as Q81_1 and Q39_1, for each country) 
and is identical to the order used in the original country questionnaires. An excel sheet, 
containing party probed (per variable), as well as the corresponding party codes (used 
in the vote choice and party ID questions), is provided for the user’s convenience.  
 
 
Variables not yet available for release 
 
A small number of variables are not yet available for release. Reasons for this include 
matters the risk of identity disclosure, (additional) funding restrictions and data 
integrity and coding. Except where identity disclosure prevents this, all data will be 
made available in the Final Release.  

4 



 

Variable Specific notes 
 
The following is a description of those variables where additional information may be 
required. 
 
Q8_x  & Q12_x: Media outlets watched (prompted) 
 

Each variable (q8_a to q8_d, q12_a to q12_c) prompts for the following outlet 
in the respective countries. 

Country Q8 TV Program  Q12 Newspapers 

Austria q8_ a.   ZiB 19.30 (ORF1)  q12_ a. Neue Kronen Zeitung 

  q8_ b.  Aktuell 19.20 (ATV)  q12_ b. Der Standard 

      q12_ c. Die Presse 
Belgium-
Flanders q8_ a.   Het Journaal 19.00 (VRT)  q12_ a. De Standaard 

  q8_ b.  VTM‐Nieuws 19.00 (VTM)  q12_ b. Het Laatste Nieuws 

       q12_ c. De Morgen 
Belgium-
Wallonia q8_ a.   Journal Télévisé 19.30 (La Une)  q12_ a. La Derniere Heure 

  q8_ b.  Le Journal 19.00 (RTL‐TV)  q12_ b. La Libre Belgique 

       q12_ c. Le Soir 

Bulgaria q8_ a.   bTV Новините 19:00 (bTV)  q12_ a. Дневник 

  q8_ 
b.  По света и у нас  20:00 (BNT 
kanal 1)  q12_ b. Труд 

       q12_ c. 24 Часа 

Cyprus q8_ a.   Ειδήσεις  20.00 (RIK1)  q12_ a. Φιλελεύθερος 

  q8_ 
b.  Τα Νέα του Ant1 20.15 
(Antenna)  q12_ b. Σημερινή 

       q12_ c. Χαραυγή 
Czech 
Republic q8_ a.   Události 19.00 (Česká televize)  q12_ a. Mladá Fronta 

  q8_ b.  Televizní noviny 19.30 (TV Nova)  q12_ b. Právo 

       q12_ c. Blesk 

Denmark q8_ a.   Nyhederne 19.00 (TV2)  q12_ a. Morgenavisen Jyllandsposten 

  q8_ b.  TV‐avisen 21.00 (DR 1)  q12_ b. Ekstra Bladet 

       q12_ c. Politiken 

Estonia q8_ a.   Aktuaalne kaamera 21.00 ( ETV)  q12_ a. Postimees 

  q8_ b.  Reporter 19.00 (Kanal2)  q12_ b. SL Õhtuleht 

       q12_ c. Eesti Ekspress 

Finland q8_ a.   Tv‐uutiset ja sää  20.30 (YLE TV1)  q12_ a. Helsingin Sanomat 

  q8_ 
b.  Kymmenen uutiset 22:00  
(MTV3)  q12_ b. Aamulehti 

      q12_ c. Iltasanomat 

France  q8_ a.   Le Journal 20.00 (TF1)  q12_ a. Le Monde 

  q8_ b.  Le Journal 20.00 (F2)  q12_ b. Libération 

       q12_ c. Le Figaro 

Germany q8_ a.   Tagesschau 20.00 (ARD)  q12_ a. Bild 

  q8_ b.  Heute 19.00 (ZDF)  q12_ b. FAZ 

  q8_ c . RTL aktuell 18.45 (RTL)  q12_ c. SZ 

  q8_ d.  "SAT1 Nachrichten" (20.00)      

Greece q8_ a.   Κεντρικό Δελτίο 20.00 (Mega)  q12_ a. Τα Νέα 

  q8_ b.  Ειδήσεις ΝΕΤ ( 21.00)  q12_ b. Καθημερινή 

       q12_ c. Ελευθεροτυπία 
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Country Q8 TV Program  Q12 Newspapers 

Hungary q8_ a.   Híradó 19:30 (M1)  q12_ a. Népszabadság 

  q8_ b.  Esti Híradó 18:30 (RTL Klub)  q12_ b. Blikk 

       q12_ c. Magyar Nemzet 

Italy q8_ a.   TG1 20.00 (RaiUno)  q12_ a. Il Corriere della Sera 

  q8_ b.  TG5 20.00 (Canale5)  q12_ b. La Repubblica 

       q12_ c. Il Giornale 

Ireland q8_ a.   Nine O’Clock News (RTE 1)  q12_ a. Irish Independent 

  q8_ b.  TV3 News 17:30 (TV3)  q12_ b. The Irish Times 

       q12_ c. The (Daily) Star 

Latvia q8_ a.   Panorāmas 20:30 (LTV)  q12_ a. Diena 

  q8_ b.  LNT Ziņas 20:00 (LNT)  q12_ b. Latvijas Avize 

       q12_ c. Vesti segodnya 

Lithuania q8_ a.   Panorama 20:30 (LTV)  q12_ a. Lietuvos rytas 

  q8_ b.  TV3 Žinios 18:45 (TV3)  q12_ b. Respublika 

       q12_ c. Vakaro žinios 

Luxembourg q8_ a.   Le Journal 19.30 (RTL)  q12_ a. Wort (D’) 

  q8_   q12_ b. Tageblatt 

       q12_ c. Voix du Luxembourg 

Malta q8_ a.   L‐Aħbarijiet TVM 20:00 (TVM)  q12_ a. The Times (Engl.) 

  q8_ b.  One News 19.30 (One TV)  q12_ b. L‐Orizzont 

       q12_ c. In‐Nazzjon 

Netherlands q8_ a.   RTL Nieuws 19.30 (RTL)  q12_ a. De Telegraaf 

  q8_ b.  NOS Journaal 20.00  q12_ b. NRC Handelsblad 

       q12_ c. de Volkskrant 

Poland q8_ a.   Wiadomości 19:30 (TVP1)  q12_ a. Rzeczpospolita 

  q8_ b.  FAKTY 19:00 (TVN)  q12_ b. Gazeta Wyborcza 

       q12_ c. Fakt 

Portugal q8_ a.   Telejornal 20:00 (RTP1)  q12_ a. Público 

  q8_ b.  Jornal Nacional (20:00) (TVI)  q12_ b. Correio da Manhã 

       q12_ c. Jornal de Notícias 

Romania q8_ a.   Telejurnal 20:00 (TVR1)  q12_ a. Libertatea 

  q8_ b.  Ştirile 19:00 (PRO TV)  q12_ b. Jurnalul Național 

       q12_ c. Evenimentul Zilei 

Slovakia q8_ a. Spravy 19:30 (STV 1)  q12_ a. Nový čas 

  q8_ 
b. Televizne Noviny 19:00 (TV 
Markiza)  q12_ b. Pravda 

       q12_ c. Sme 

Slovenia q8_ a. Dnevnik 19.00 (TV S1)  q12_ a. Slovenske Novice 

  q8_ b. 24UR 19.00 (POP TV)  q12_ b. Delo 

  q8_ c. Svet 18:00 (Kanal A)  q12_ c. Dnevnik 

Spain q8_ a.   Telediario‐2 21.00 (TVE1)  q12_ a. El País 

  q8_ b.  Noticias2 21.00 (Antena3)  q12_ b. ABC 

  q8_ 
c . Informativos Telecinco 20.55 
(Tele5)  q12_ c. El Mundo 

Sweden q8_ a.   Aktuellt  21.00(SVT2)  q12_ a. Aftonbladet 

  q8_ b.  Nyheterna 19.00 (TV4)  q12_ b. Dagens Nyheter 

       q12_ c. Svenska Dagbladet 

UK q8_ a.   BBC1 News at 10  q12_ a. Sun 

  q8_ b.  ITV news at 10  q12_ b. Daily Telegraph 

       q12_ c. Guardian 
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Q25-Q28 Party Choice 
Questions q25-q28 ask for EU and national party choice – the answer options 
(parties) vary per country.  
Country specific codes have been recoded and now start with a country prefix 
(1+ISO) followed by a specific code per party. Labels are included in the 
integrated data file. See attached excel sheet “ees 2009 party codes & 
variables.xls” for the party names and codes used in these questions, as well as 
questions q39, q47, q81, q87 and q90.  
 
Additional missing values codes (9x) are labeled per question in the file.  
 
Please note that in Luxembourg EP elections are always concurrent with 
national parliament elections. Q28 therefore asks what R voted in the 
concurrent national election.  

 
Q26b  (Ireland and Belgium only) 

What party voted for in the local/regional election, held concurrently.  
 
Please note that in Ireland this question was originally omitted for the first 
approximately 300 respondents. When this error was discovered, attempts 
were made to recontact this group. Variable t204 indicates whether a 
respondent was part of this call-back group. If no re-contact could be made, 
variable q26b was coded NAP.  

 
Q28     Luxembourg 

Please note that in Luxembourg EP elections are always concurrent with 
national parliament elections. Q28 therefore asks what R voted in the 
concurrent national election.  

 
 
Q39_ pxx, Q47_pxx, Q81_pxx 

Q39_pxx (probability to vote), Q47_pxx (left-right placement) Q81_pxx (EU 
unification stance): each questions probes one specific party. The party probed 
is documented in the attached excel sheet “ees 2009 party codes & 
variables.xls”.  
 
The suffixes (_pxx) are consistent for all three blocs of questions, and are 
identical to those used in the original language questionnaires 
 
Note that order of the parties is fixed, and identical to that used in the original 
language questionnaire. The starting point of the rotation (first question asked) 
varies per respondent and question bloc, and is recorded in T variable T501 
(for q39_pxx), T502 (for Q47_pxx) and T504 (for Q81_pxx) 

 
T503 records the starting point for rotation bloc Q56-Q63Q 
 
Q82_1 & Q82 [country] or European citizen 

Q82 probes whether Rs views themselves as a citizen of Europe or of their 
country.  
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For countries with substantial minorities/regions (Belgium, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania and Finland), Q82 is preceded by Q82_1, where R is asked with 
which of the two groups R identifies. Subsequently Q82 was asked, with the 
answer to Q82_1 inserted as [country].  
 
Q82_1 codes 1 and 2 indicate the following for the countries concerned:  

Country  Nationality 1 Nationality 2 
Belgium – Flanders  Belgian Flemish 
Belgium – Wallonia Belgian Walloon 
Estonia Estonian Russian 
Finland Finnish Swedish 
Latvia Latvian Russian 
Lithuania Lithuanian Russian 

Code 99 [NAP] indicates the question was not posed for this 
respondent/country.  

 
 
T505 records the starting point for rotation bloc Q92-Q98 
 
 
Q92-Q98 Political knowledge questions.  

To ease analysis (and avoid possible embarrassment), the correct answers are  
q92: False (2) 
q93: False (2) 
q94: False (2) 
q95: True (1) 
q96: True (1) 
q97: False (2) 
q98: False (2) 

 
Q113   Occupation (closed answer options) 

Respondent occupation, pre-categorized. The labels included in the datafile 
give the general header included in each country. However, because of 
country-specific occupational characteristics, the user is advised to check the 
original questionnaire text to compare the actual examples used to further 
describe the general labels in each of the different countries. 
 
NOTE: In the Luxembourg, German language version the categories 11 and 
12 were included as categories 1 and 2 in the questionnaire. This has been 
changed, in line with category order used in all other countries. 
 
NOTE: In Hungary categories 10, 11 and 12 were omitted form the 
questionnaire. Category 9 combines what in other countries is included as 
categories 9 and 10.  

 
V100   Sample weight per country 

Sample weight (non-response population weight to correct for sampling 
disparities) provided by the fieldwork organization to achieve a nationally 
representative sample on a per country basis, based on the factors age/sex, 
education and region.  
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V200   Education – ISCED 

Q101 & Q101b provide detailed information on education (highest level 
completed) through country specific answer options. V200 provides a cross-
country comparative indicator of education level, based on the ISCED 
classification 
(http://www.unesco.org/education/information/nfsunesco/doc/isced_1997.htm)  
ISCED main levels are:  
Level 0 - Pre-primary education 
Level 1 - Primary education or first stage of basic education 
Level 2 - Lower secondary or second stage of basic education 
Level 3 - (Upper) secondary education 
Level 4 - Post-secondary non-tertiary education 
Level 5 - First stage of tertiary education 
Level 6 - Second stage of tertiary education 

 
 

http://www.unesco.org/education/information/nfsunesco/doc/isced_1997.htm
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