Research Project on Attitudes to Death for National, Ideological and/or Religious Causes 

You are reading this sheet because you have been approached to take part in a research project led by Professor John Wolffe (Professor of Religious History, The Open University) in collaboration with the Institute for Conflict Research (in Belfast) and funded by Research Councils UK under their Global Uncertainties programme. 

In the run-up to the centenaries of the outbreak of the First World War (August 1914), of the Easter Rising in Dublin (April 1916) and of the Battle of the Somme (July 1916), we are developing a historical and contemporary study of British and Irish views on untimely deaths as a result of war, religious persecution or other forms of civil or ideological conflict. We are interested not only in perceptions of events a century ago, but also in the way casualties have been regarded in events within living memory such as the Falklands War of 1982, the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland and IRA attacks in the mainland UK in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. We are also exploring more contemporary examples, notably reactions to the 9/11 and 7/7 bombings, to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and to the ‘Arab Spring’.   

We are aiming to interview approximately equal samples of people from Catholic, Protestant and Muslim backgrounds (who will vary in their actual current religious/non-religious belief and activity) selected from four different locations: Belfast, Bradford, Dublin and London.  

The interviews will normally last 45 minutes to an hour, and will explore in particular: 

· Your own religious/non-religious position

· Your perceptions of historic events involving high profile deaths due to war, civil conflict or persecution 
· The way in which parents, the media and/or other older people transmitted such memories to you

· Relevant personal recollections, experiences and impressions relating to such events between the 1970s (if you are old enough to recall them) and the present day; 

· Your perceptions and expectations in relation to the centenaries of 1914 and 1916.

We appreciate that for some people the interviews may touch on sensitive ground but we will ensure that your participation will remain confidential and will provide you with a valuable opportunity to express your views and get them heard whilst remaining anonymous.  If you were to feel that an interview is taking you in directions with which you feel uncomfortable, you will be entirely at liberty to stop the conversation. You may also – either immediately or within two weeks of the interview – require the deletion of some or all of the recording.

We request that interviewees give consent to the recording and subsequent transcription of their interview. On request, the transcript when ready will be sent back to the interviewee for checking.  All recordings and transcripts will be securely stored, and anonymity of participants will be maintained, unless explicit agreement to waive it is given. 

Please let us know if you wish to be interviewed by someone of your own gender or have someone accompany you.

We would be pleased to answer any further questions that arise. 

John Wolffe, Principal Investigator (OU), john.wolffe@open.ac.uk
Gavin Moorhead, Research Associate (OU), gavin.moorhead@open.ac.uk 

Consent Form
I agree to take part in the above project, the purpose of which has been fully explained to me. 

Would you like your participation and any quoted material to be anonymous? (Please tick) 

YES 

NO

In particular I agree 

· To take part in an interview, which will be recorded and transcribed 

· To assign copyright in this interview to the Open University, for use only for purposes of education and research
· To publication and circulation of information drawn from this interview, which will remain anonymous (unless stated/ticked otherwise above) 
· To the retention by the Open University of the recording and transcript for as long as it is reasonably required for the purposes of the project 

· To archiving of the data (if accepted) by the Economic and Social Data Service 

I understand that 
· I can withdraw consent and require destruction of the recording and transcript  up to 10 working days after the interview

· I can request sight of the transcript for checking and can correct factual inaccuracies and/or ask for deletion of specific passages 

· My participation and responses will be anonymous and kept confidential (unless stated/ticked otherwise above), including any quotations from the interview that are used in subsequent publications. 
· If I have any concerns or difficulties, I can discuss them with the PI, Professor John Wolffe (john.wolffe@open.ac.uk) or with the Associate Dean (Research) of the Faculty of Arts, The Open University, currently Dr Annika Mombauer (annika.mombauer@open.ac.uk). 

Signature ……………………………………………………………
Full name ……………………………………………………………
Date …………………………………………………………………..















