Research Project on Attitudes to Death for National, Ideological and/or Religious Causes 

Schedule of Interview Questions 
Thank you for your interest in participating in our research project. The interview should take between 45 minutes and one hour, but please let me know if you need a break.
Have you read the brief and completed and signed the consent form to say that you wish to participate? As indicated, we request that interviewees give consent to the recording and subsequent transcription of their interview. On request, the transcript when ready will be sent back to the interviewee for checking.  All recordings and transcripts will be securely stored, and anonymity of participants will be maintained, unless explicit agreement to waive it is given. 
We appreciate that for some people the interviews may touch on sensitive ground but we will ensure that your participation will remain confidential and will provide you with a valuable opportunity to express your views and get them heard whilst remaining anonymous.  If you were to feel that the interview is taking you in directions with which you feel uncomfortable, you will be entirely at liberty to stop the conversation or request us to move on to another question. You may also – either immediately or within two weeks of the interview – require the deletion of some or all of the recording.

I also have forms here for travel reimbursement. To reimburse your travel costs, please send all receipts and a signed copy of the completed expenses claim form to:

Jo Rear /Arts Research Claims

The Open University

Faculty of Arts

Perry C Block

Milton Keynes

MK7 6AA

Please do not send to me or John as this will lead to delays in payment.

[Note for data deposit: The following is the schedule of questions used in London, which was also followed with minor adaptations in the other case study locations] 
Do you have any questions before we proceed? I will now begin the recording.
(Name? Age? Christian and Muslim categories – Protestant, Catholic, Sunni, Shia …)
1. To begin with, please introduce yourself, telling me a little bit about yourself and your religious background, if any. [Open-ended question intended to provide some ‘warm-up’ and context for analysis of what follows rather than leading to an extended line of questioning. But please ask quick follow-ups if anything needs clarification or seems particularly interesting.]   
2. In these interviews we are seeking to explore who, how and why we commemorate people who have died violent or untimely deaths, arguably as a result of their political, religious and/or national allegiances. To set the ball rolling can you think of any examples of such people whose death you think is or should be remembered and commemorated? 
3. Why do you think they should be remembered?
4. How do you think their deaths should be commemorated?

Here is a list of some other such people who have died violent or untimely deaths during the last century:
1. Padraic Pearse and James Connolly (leaders of the Easter Rising) executed, 1916
2. The ‘Unknown Soldier’ (representing the British First World War dead) killed between 1914 and 1918, buried in Westminster Abbey, 1920

3. Anne Frank (young Jewish diarist) died in concentration camp, 1945

4. Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Lutheran Pastor) executed, 1945
5. Mahatma Gandhi (Father of Indian independence), assassinated in Delhi by Hindus who opposed his non-violence and accommodation of Muslims, 1948

6. Hassan al-Banna (founder of the Muslim Brotherhood) assassinated in Cairo, 1949
7. Janani Luwum (Anglican Archbishop of Uganda) murdered by Idi Amin, 1977

8. Airey Neave (British war hero, and Conservative politician) assassinated by the Irish National Liberation Army at the House of Commons, 1979

9. Anwar Sadat (President of Egypt) assassinated in Cairo by Islamists who opposed his peace treaty with Israel, 1981
10. Bobby Sands (IRA hunger striker) died in the Maze Prison, 1981

11. Marie Wilson (nurse), killed by IRA bomb at Enniskillen war memorial 1987, and inspiration for her father Gordon’s subsequent peace campaigning 
12. Mohammad Sidique Khan (7/7 bomber), killed himself and six other people, London, 2005 

13. Mohamed Bouazizi (Tunisian street vendor) burnt himself to death, triggering the ‘Arab Spring’, 2011
14. Lee Rigby (British soldier) murdered by ‘Islamic’ extremists, Woolwich, 2013. 
15. Martin Luther King (Jr), assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee,1968.
5. Which of them have you heard of? 

6. Which of them do you think should have their deaths remembered and commemorated?

7. Why do you think they should be remembered?

8. How do you think their deaths should be commemorated?

9. Are there any whose deaths you think should not be commemorated and why?

[Ask follow up questions to get responses clarified or elaborated.] 
10. We are particularly interested in people’s understanding of the meaning and idea of ‘martyrdom’ as it has developed over the last century or so.  Would you describe any of these people – including those you mentioned in question 2 - as martyrs? 
11. Can you think of any other people who have died since 1914 whom you would regard as martyrs? 

[Important that Muslim interviewees understand that this is no sense a leading question - ie we are not assuming they will want to talk about recent suicide bombers (but obviously interesting if they choose to do so).  Emphasising the long-time perspective – ie since 1914 – should help here. If lack of response/ideas, suggest related concepts such as ‘heroes’, ‘sacred dead’.] 

12. Why have you chosen these particular people and what do their deaths symbolise for you personally? 

[If this has not yet come up/applicable to age and location:] 

13. What is your own view of the republican hunger strikers of 1981? (How do you perceive wider reactions at the time?)
14. In the UK the dead of the First World War and subsequent conflicts are commemorated by the two minutes silence at 11 am on 11 November, and by parades and religious services on the nearest Sunday. How do you respond to these regular annual events and to other commemorations of those killed in war? Do you participate in any such events? Can you think of any other regular war-related commemorations? 
[If necessary give more specific prompts re

· Armistice Day  – would be interesting to have people’s views of the recent revival of the 2 mins silence at 11 am on 11/11 - and Remembrance Sunday

· Two World Wars (historic) 

· Falklands  (living memory) - PROMPT
· Afghanistan/Wootton Bassett  (contemporary)]
15. Possible follow up question: How do you respond to the custom of wearing a poppy around the time of the 11 November commemorations? 

16. Are you aware that approximately 3000 Muslims died fighting for the British on the Western Front during the First World War? Do you think that their sacrifice has been appropriately recognized? If not, how should this be remembered and commemorated?
17. Could you please also share some of your reactions to 

· Sectarian attacks – in which people are murdered because of their particular religious  affiliation [mention as necessary eg Northern Ireland (Catholic v Protestant), Iraq (Sunni v Shia)]   
· The suicide bombings in the US on 9/11 and in London on 7/7?
18. Do you think the First World War centenary of 1914 should be marked?
19. If yes, what should be the aim of marking this?
20. Are there any additional events or aspects of the First World War that you think should be marked, and if so why?
21. If yes, how should they be marked?

22. If not, why do you think they shouldn’t be marked or commemorated?

END
23. Do you have anything else that you would like to add to any of your responses and/or do you have any additional points that you would like to make?
24. Please can I check back with you by email if I need to clarify anything?

Thank you for your participation.
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