Prof John Wolffe GU Leadership Fellowship – Religion and Global Uncertainties

Brief for Researcher Interviewees
The aim of this leadership programme is to apply to the Global Uncertainties field a synthesis of the ways in which academic research on religion is moving beyond broad generalizations about secularization or religious resurgence, to disseminate a much more nuanced and variegated awareness of the challenges and opportunities presented by religion in the present-day world. The intention is to facilitate a dialogue between researchers for whom religion is a central or major focus, and those for whom it seems marginal or irrelevant, and exploring the reasons for these differences of perception. The programme will explore various definitions and understanding of the scope of ‘religion’, including consideration of whether and in what ways the concept of ‘quasi-religion’ is helpful in approaching ideologies such as nationalism and Islamism. It will then seek to develop a framework for weighing the importance of such influences against that of secular ideologies in the diverse range of social and geographical contexts explored in the underlying research projects. It will thus seek to achieve an authoritative pooling of substantial and diverse expertise, distilled and presented to users in an accessible and engaged manner. 

In this initial phase of the work we shall be conducting telephone interviews (lasting half an hour so) with a cross-section of researchers on Global Uncertainties and related programmes, with a view to developing focused understandings of the variety of ways in which researchers have perceived and approached these issues, and to highlighting some of the key conclusions they have reached. Subsequently we shall invite selected interviewees to a symposium (probably in early 2014) to explore the subject in more depth, leading to the writing of a report and production of AV resources for dissemination to policy makers and other ‘non-academic’ stakeholders. 
The exact content of the telephone interviews will obviously reflect the specific nature of each research project, but generic questions are likely to include 

· What has been your working definition/understanding of ‘religion’? If you have not had one, why did you not find it necessary? 

· How central has religion been to your research? 

· Do you think you have been in danger of exaggerating/underestimating (depending on answer to previous questions) its significance? If no, why not? If yes, what corrective strategies have you developed? 

· Do you find the concept of ‘quasi-religion’ a useful one? 
· On the basis of your research, what view would you take of the relative strength of trends of secularization and religious resurgence in the contemporary world (or for historical projects, during the period studied)? 

· Under what specific circumstances do forms of religion become a threat to international and domestic security? 
· Conversely, in what contexts does religion promote stability and assist the countering of other challenges to global security? 
We request that interviewees give consent to the recording and subsequent transcription of their interview. On request, the transcript when ready will be sent back to the interviewee for checking. We would prefer that interviewees should allow their comments to be personally attributed in our subsequent publications and other outputs, but are prepared if necessary to accept anonymous contributions.  
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