

   
     

Information Sheet: How credible are child witnesses?
My name is Carmen Marti-Sanchez/Jamie Chui and I am a postgraduate student at Goldsmiths, University of London. As part of my studies, I am carrying out a research project to establish how credible people perceive child witnesses to be. This project is supervised by Dr Laura Crane at City University London, in collaboration with Professor Lucy Henry (City University London) and Dr Rachel Wilcock (University of Winchester). This research is important because the outcomes will help us understand more about how to present the testimony of child witnesses to jurors in the courtroom.

If you decide to take part, I will ask you to watch a short video clip of a child being interviewed. The child is discussing the contents of a video that they watched at their school, about two people telling a group of children what school was like in Victorian times. 

After you have watched the video clip of the child being interviewed, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire. This questionnaire involves you rating how credible you think the child was. The whole process should take no longer than 30 minutes in total. 

As someone eligible for jury service in the UK, we very much hope you would like to take part. 

Participation is anonymous. This means that all personal information that you provide remains confidential and will be stored securely. Further, your completed questionnaire will be stored separately from your personal details.  

Participation is also voluntary - you do not have to take part in this study if you don’t want to. In addition, if you decide to take part, you may withdraw your consent at any time and without having to give a reason. 

This study has been reviewed and approved by the Psychology Department’s Research Ethics Committee at Goldsmiths, University of London. The study is part of a larger project on child witnesses, which is funded by the UK’s Economic and Social Research Council.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the research with Dr Crane, you can contact her by email, Laura.Crane.2@city.ac.uk or by phone 020 7040 8207. If you need to contact me, please email cmart018@gold.ac.uk/wchui001@gold.ac.uk. Please also feel free to ask me any questions that you may have prior to completing the study. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...........................................................
Consent form
                                                  ID number……………….

You have been asked to participate in a study about the perceived credibility of child witnesses, which is being carried out by Carmen Marti-Sanchez/Jamie Chui, under the supervision of Dr Laura Crane and in collaboration with Professor Lucy Henry and Dr Rachel Wilcock. 

Have you (please circle yes or no):

· Read the information sheet about the study?




Yes
No

· Had an opportunity to ask questions?




Yes
No

· Received satisfactory answers to your questions?
 



Yes
No

· Understood that you’re free to withdraw from the study at any time, without giving a reason?
Yes
No

Do you agree to take part in the study?




Yes
No

 

Signature______________________________________________

Name (in block letters) ___________________________________ Date ___________________________________

NB: This consent form will be stored separately from the anonymous information you provide


   








Debrief: How credible are child witnesses?

Thank you very much for taking part in this research study. 

As part of this research, you were asked to watch a video clip of a child being interviewed and rate how credible you thought they were. The child in the video has been diagnosed with autism. You may or may not have known this – some of the people taking part in this study were told that the child has autism, whereas others were not told. In addition, some of the people who were aware of the child’s diagnosis were provided with information about the key characteristics of autism. 

People with autism may show a number of characteristics that may make them appear less credible (e.g., communication difficulties, unusual eye contact, repetitive or twitchy movements). The aim of this study is to explore how the behaviours associated with autism appear to the general public, and whether educating them on the characteristics of autism helps to reduce any potential biases. 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the research with my supervisor, Dr Laura Crane, you can contact her by email, Laura.Crane.2@city.ac.uk or by phone on 020 7040 8207. If you need to contact me, please email cmart018@gold.ac.uk/wchui001@gold.ac.uk.
We really appreciate your participation, because the outcomes of our study will help us understand more about how best to present the testimony of child witnesses to jurors in the courtroom.

Find out more about our research by visiting our website: www.childwitnesses.com
