Frame analysis: coding of frames in television coverage of the Scottish referendum (18 Aug – 18 Sep 2014)

This dataset contains the coding of the frames that appeared in all news and current affairs items about the 2014 Scottish independence referendum which were produced for a Scottish audience (i.e. excluding the UK-wide coverage of the referendum) and were broadcast on BBC Scotland and STV between 18 August and 18 September 2014. The file records the date, duration, channel, and type of each item in this coverage and whether or not the following frames were present: policy, strategic game, social justice, divorce, democratic achievement, constitutional change, national division, self determination, and national identity. The programmes themselves are available from the respective broadcasters.

All programmes specified in the abstract were watched and coded for presence or absence of a number of frames, based on the following indicators. Indicators of game frame: emphasis on political strategy; war, game and horse-race metaphors; emphasis on who is winning or losing; reports of how the two sides are doing in polls; analyses of politicians’ performance. Indicators of policy frame: focus on policy problems, politicians’ proposals for their solution and their implications for the public. Indicators of identity frame: references to Scottish distinctiveness; references to the common features and history that Scots share with the rest of the UK. Indicators of self-determination frame: references to Scotland making decisions separately from the rest of the UK (not specifying what decisions); references to Scotland getting the governments it votes for. Indicators of divorce frame: marriage, relationship and/or breaking up metaphors; representation of Scotland and England as human partners or friends falling out. Indicators of national division frame: reports on current division in Scotland, emphasis on conflictive nature of the referendum. Indicators of democratic achievement frame: references to the referendum as a major achievement for democracy, reports on high involvement of citizens in debate, reports on high turnout, praise for the civility with which the referendum was carried out. Indicators of social justice frame: references to Scotland becoming a more fair society; general references to resolving social injustices. Indicators of constitutional change frame: emphasis on achieving more powers for Scotland, references to changing the constitutional status of Scotland; reports on proposals for a federal UK, devo-max.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The file with the coding is available here: https://datastorre.stir.ac.uk/handle/11667/79

S et 1 Ao 18 S a7

et i o ot s st

ey
oo v oo Sco ousence e aing
soc

e a1 e oty i
e i b i o Dok ol o
s o Seoindbocamios e o i ot
TR o g 00 NS s ool
e e smorat o s ore ot b b
e i ol o S s o1
oo o st F v s

firdienledvot e mitrnt)



