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Producing urban asylum

Participant Information Sheet 
You are being invited to take part in a research study which aims to explore the relationship between [name of city] and the issue of asylum dispersals and asylum policy. 

Before you decide if you would like to take part in the research, it is important that you understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Thank you for reading this.

Who will conduct the research?

The research will be conducted by Dr Jonathan Darling (University of Manchester).

What is the aim of the research?

Producing Urban Asylum is a research project which explores the ways in which the policy of dispersing asylum seekers in the UK affects four cities – Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow and Sunderland. The research aims to develop a picture of the history of asylum in each of these cities, how each city is now dealing with moves to privatise asylum accommodation and how asylum seekers in each city experience dispersal. 

The research will develop a comprehensive account of how different cities engage with the issue of asylum, make provision for asylum seekers and respond to the political pressures that emerge through this issue which will be communicated widely within academia and to policy audiences, asylum and refugee groups and the general public of each city. The research will therefore contribute to discussions over the effects of asylum dispersals at a time when asylum policy is being reworked around issues of dispersal and accommodation. 
Why have I been chosen?

You have been chosen to take part as you are involved in the refugee and asylum sector in [name of city]. I am interested in discussing your experiences of asylum in your city, how you think dispersal has impacted the city and how recent moves to offer accommodation contracts to private housing providers may affect asylum in [name of city]. Alongside your own views, the research will be discussing issues of asylum dispersal with a range of other representatives from the refugee and asylum sector in [name of city] and with asylum seekers directly affected by dispersal policy in [name of city]. 
The research is sponsored by the Economic and Social Research Council of Great Britain and is entirely independent, being designed and directed by the researcher. The research is not sponsored or guided in any way by any refugee organisation, the UK Border Agency, local authority or charity. Your decision to participate or not will be kept confidential. 

What would I be asked to do if I took part?

If you take part in the research you would be asked to take part in a one off interview with the researcher. The interview would last between 45-90 minutes and you would be offered a break if the interview lasts longer than 60 minutes. The interview would focus on questions about how you see changes in asylum dispersal policy affecting [name of city], how you view the history of [name of city] in relation to asylum and refugee issues and what forms of policy change, if any, you would like to see around asylum in [name of city] or nationally. With your permission the interview would be recorded onto a digital recorder. If you decide to take part in the research you will also be invited to a research project feedback meeting after the initial research period, at which the researcher will discuss preliminary findings and give you, together with other participants, the opportunity to comment on the findings of the research and how these might be made useful to your organisation. 

What happens to the data collected?

The interview recordings will be typed up and inputted into a research database for analysis. This database will be secured on an encrypted and password protected computer at the University of Manchester to which only the researcher has access. The interviews will then be analysed to identify key themes and connections and considered in relation to other research materials such as policy documents, news reports and academic literature. The interviews will be used to produce a project report for the ESRC, papers for publication in academic journals and a book for an academic publisher. Alongside this, the project’s research findings will be presented through a series of public discussion events in the four cities studied (Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow and Sunderland) and in a podcast available from the project website. You will be given the opportunity to attend these project feedback events and to receive a copy of the project podcast and report if you wish to do so. With your permission anonymous versions of the data generated from the study will be stored in the Economic and Social Data Service data archive for access by future researchers as a reference tool.  

How is confidentiality maintained?

All of the typed up interviews will be given an identification number referring to you as a participant, but this will be kept separate from your name. Following transcription your name will no longer appear in the research at all, you can either select a synonym or an identification number of your choice. Following transcription all recordings of the interviews will be permanently erased to ensure confidentiality. 
All the data collected will be encrypted for security and stored on password protected computers and a USB device with the identification names/numbers will be kept in a locked drawer in Dr Darling’s office. The data will only be accessible to the researcher and will be destroyed after ten years. If the researcher wishes to use the data for any purposes other than those outlined in this information sheet they will contact you to seek your consent.    

What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without detriment to yourself. The research is entirely independent of any refugee organisation, the UK Border Agency, local authority or charity and as such your decision to participate will have no bearing on any of these potential services and agencies. Your decision to participate or not to do so will not be communicated to any outside agency or organisation.  
Will I be paid for participating in the research?

We cannot pay for your time to participate in this study but are happy to provide you with copies of the outputs of the project if you wish to see these. 
What is the duration of the research?

The whole research process will take three years, with the project running until September 2015. Your involvement within this would be much shortly, comprising a one off meeting of no more than 90 minutes. Should you wish to you can keep track of the progress of the research via the project website throughout the duration of the research and after its conclusion in 2015. The project website is available at: www.producingurbanasylum.com
Will the outcomes of the research be published?

The research will be published in a range of different outlets. Papers will be produced for academic journals and an academic book will be written on the project. A written report on the project will be produced for the ESRC and a project website will contain details of the key findings. Alongside this, short articles will be written for the local and national press highlighting the findings of the research and a podcast will be produced to communicate these findings widely. An initial video podcasts introducing the project can be seen on the website at the following link: http://www.producingurbanasylum.com/podcasts/
Contact for further information

If you require any further information or want to participate in the research please contact Dr Jonathan Darling directly at; School of Environment and Development, Arthur Lewis Building, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL;  or via email: jonathan.darling@manchester.ac.uk or phone: 0161 306 6698. Further details on the background to the project, its aims and short blog updates on its progress can be found on the website:  www.producingurbanasylum.com
What if something goes wrong?

In the event of any problems before or during the research please contact Dr Jonathan Darling at the address above, or if you require specialist advice relating to refugee issues please contact the North of England Refugee Service at 19 Villiers Street, [name of city], SR1 1EJ, or on 0191 5108697. 

If you wish to make a formal complaint about the conduct of the research please contact the Head of the Research Office, Christie Building, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PL.
Thank you for your time
