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ACTS II Sustainable Thinking Classrooms

End-of-Year Teacher Evaluation

We are now coming to the end of the year and you have been teaching thinking skills, designing infusion lessons and trying out different ideas in your classroom for almost nine months.

We would like to ask for your views on your experience over the past few months that will help us to realistically evaluate what can be achieved with the ACTS methodology and to make improvements for the future. We are asking for your views in four main areas.

Your views on the impact of ACTS on children’s learning

Your views on the impact of ACTS on your own professional development

Your views on ACTS training days and training materials

Your future plans with regard to ACTS and teaching thinking generally
_____________________________________________________________________
1
What do you think are the main benefits of teaching thinking skills?

 
 (Name at least three if you can).

2  
What do you think are the main difficulties you encountered in teaching thinking skills? (Name at least three if you can)
3
Now that you have some experience of designing infusion lessons (finding contexts, etc), what advice would you give to a colleague who is just beginning…?
4
Explain how you used the thinking diagrams in your lessons….

5
In what ways (if any) is your classroom different since you became involved in ACTS? (classroom management, group work, questions and questioning, atmosphere, children’s level of engagement, etc.)
6
What progress did you make in developing a vocabulary for talking about  thinking, for evaluating and reflecting on children’s learning and thinking in the classroom (metacognition)?
7
In what ways (if any) have your views of yourself as a teacher changed as a result of being involved in ACTS?
8
Have you enjoyed teaching lessons that have a greater emphasis on thinking…? Explain…
9
In your view, have the children enjoyed lessons that have a greater emphasis on thinking? Explain…
10
Could you comment on ACTS Training Days?

Strengths (things we should definitely NOT change)

Improvements (things that could be improved)

11
Could you comment on the ACTS Handbook? How did you use it? How useful did you find it? What additional materials should be included?
12
Looking back, what additional support would you have found useful?

13
Last year, we videoed teachers as part of the research data. In future, if we used video as part of Peer Coaching and in-class support, what would be your opinion…?

14
What plans (or even thoughts) do you have about incorporating ACTS into your lessons or schemes of work for next year? Explain…..

15
Have you talked to any of your colleagues about ACTS? Explain….

16
Does your school have any plans to incorporate ACTS on a wider scale (as far as you know…)?

17
Would you be willing to talk to other teachers more generally about the work you have been doing with ACTS (at teacher conferences, workshops, etc)? 

18
Overall, how would you rate your level of engagement with the ideas and methods of the ACTS project? Please be frank.
