Information sheet and consent

Online Dating Survey

If you are 18 years or over and have ever used an online dating site you are invited to participate in a research project conducted by
Professor Monica Whitty at The University of Leicester and Dr. Tom Buchanan at The University of Westminster. The study is funded by
an ESRC grant. If you decide to take part in this study, you will be asked a series of questions about yourself as well as your use or
previous use of online dating sites.

Participation is voluntary. Your identity will remain anonymous. Any information or personal details gathered in the course of the study are
confidential. No individual will be identified in any publication of the results, nor will you be identified from the questionnaires. Your
responses will be completely anonymous.

The survey should take about 20 minutes. You can leave the survey at any time. Submission of the survey is considered consent to
participate in the study.

This study has been approved by the Ethics Committee in the College of Social Sciences at The University of Leicester

Appreciation of your time:
Participants who complete the survey will be offered an opportunity to be entered into a prize for a £250 Amazon voucher.

Summary of findings:
We expect to complete the study by December 2011. We will make a summary of results available on the Media and Communication
Department’s website at The University of Leicester.

Contact Details:
If you have any questions about this research you should email Prof. Monica Whitty on mw229 at le dot ac dot uk.

Consent:

To take part in this research you must first give consent. You must be 18 years or older. Participation is voluntary and you may withdraw
from the study at any point up until completion of the survey (where you will be requested a second time to give consent). Any information
or personal details gathered in the study will be strictly confidential. No individual will be identified in any publication of these results.

Demographics etc

Questions About You

Country of Residence

“

What year were you born?



What is your current occupation (if you have more than one, please give your main job)?




Internet Use

Internet Use Questions

The following questions relate to your use of the Internet. Please use the scale next to each item to indicate how confident you
feel about your ability to do each of these things. The more confident you feel about each of these things, the higher your rating
should be.

| feel confident...

How many hours do you typically use the Internet each week?

Block 3

Dating Questions



How would you rate online dating as an option in the future to find a romantic partner ?

Romance Scam Questions

Romance Scam

The 'romance scam' involves organised criminals who target singles columns and dating websites, creating fake profiles and trying to
establish trust with that person. They then pretend to be in urgent need of money and ask for help. Many victims have been persuaded to
part with large sums before their suspicions are aroused.

Do you believe you have ever been in communication with an online romance scammer? (please select all options that apply).



If you lost money to the scammer, how much money did you lose?

To what extent were you emotionally affected by the experience of being scammed?

scales
The following statements describe how people sometimes feel. For each statement, please indicate how often
you feel the way described by selecting an option from the scale next to the statement. Here is an example:

How often do you feel happy?
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IT yOu Never Ter Nappy, you wouia respona never ; I you aiways 1eel nappy, you would respona aiways .

Printed on this page, there are phrases describing people's behaviors. Please use the rating scale below to describe how accurately each
statement describes you. Describe yourself as you generally are now, not as you wish to be in the future. Describe yourself as you
honestly see yourself, in relation to other people you know of the same sex as you are, and roughly your same age. So that you can
describe yourself in an honest manner, your responses will be kept in absolute confidence. Please read each statement carefully, and

then fill in the bubble that corresponds to your reply.



conservative political
candidates.

2. Have frequent mood
swings.

3. Am not easily bothered
by things.

4. Believe in the
importance of art.

5. Am the life of the party.

6. Am skilled in handling
social situations.

7. Am always prepared.

8. Make plans and stick to
them.

9. Dislike myself.

10. Respect others.
11. Insult people.

12. Seldom feel blue.

13. Don't like to draw
attention to myself.

14. Carry out my plans.

15. Am not interested in
abstract ideas.

16. Make friends easily.

17. Tend to vote for liberal
political candidates.

18. Know how to captivate
people.

19. Believe that others
have good intentions.

20. Do just enough work to
get by.

21. Find it difficult to get
down to work.

22. Panic easily.

23. Avoid philosophical
discussions.

24. Accept people as they
are.

25. Do not enjoy going to
art museums.

26. Pay attention to details.

27. Keep in the
background.

28. Feel comfortable with
myself.

29. Waste my time.
30. Get back at others.

31. Get chores done right
away.

32. Don't talk a lot.
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duhps.

34. Shirk my duties.

35. Do not like art.

36. Often feel blue.

37. Cut others to pieces.

38. Have a good word for
everyone.

39. Don't see things
through.

40. Feel comfortable
around people.

41. Have little to say.

Please describe your own beliefs about romantic love by indicating the extent to which you agree or disagree with these statements.

| need to know someone
for a period of time before |
fall in love with him or her

If | were in love with
someone, | would commit
myself to him or her even if
my parents and friends
disapproved of the
relationship

Once | experience 'true
love' | could never
experience it again to the
same degree, with another
person

| believe that to be truly in
love is to be in love forever

If | love someone, | know |
can make the relationship
work, despite any
obstacles

When | find my 'true love' |
will probably know it soon
after we meet

I'm sure that every new
thing | learn about the

person | choose for a long-
term commitment will
please me

The relationship that | have
with my 'true love' will be
nearly perfect

If I love someone, | will find
a way for us to be together
regardless of the
opposition to the
relationship, physical
distance between us or any
other barrier

There will only be one real
love for me

If a relationship | have was
meant to be, any obstacle
(e.g. lack of money,
distance, career conflicts)
can be overcome

| am likely to fall in love
almost immediately if | find
the right person
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Please read the statements below. For each one, please indicate the extent to which you agree with it by selecting an option from the
scale.

Block 6

Final Questions

If you are willing for us to contact you to find out more about your experiences, please enter an email address or other contact details in
the box below.

As a way of saying thanks to our participants, we would like to offer you the opportunity to be included in a draw for an Amazon voucher
worth £250 (UK Pounds). If you would like to be included in the draw, please type an email address or some other contact information in
the box below. We will only use this to contact you if you are the winner, your contact details will not be used for any other purpose or
shared with anybody else.
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