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PHiLA Interview Schedule – CCG 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for agreeing to talk to me today.  The purpose of this project is to find out about how local authorities are currently using evidence and guidance in public health work, and how NICE guidance can best support local authority work. 

By ‘public health’, we mean any of the work carried out by local authorities that aims to improve public health, for example by enabling people to access information, advice or services about health issues and intervening to promote behaviours that increase health and discourage behaviours that reduce it. 

With the recent transition of public health responsibilities from the NHS to local authorities, we realise that many people will not be familiar with NICE guidance, or would like to use it but are not sure how. In order to make this guidance as useful as possible, we need to understand the extent to which people in different roles within local authorities are familiar with the guidance, and use it.

	
	Interview question

	1
	Can you tell me a little bit about your current role? 

	2
	(If not previously answered) What involvement do you have in implementing public health policy or strategies or interventions at the Council?

	3
	Responsibility for public health transferred from the NHS to local authorities in 2013. How has that affected your role?

	4
	What changes did you notice after April 2013 with respect to public health? What about social care?

	5
	In your experience, how does the Council decide the priority issues around public health to focus on?

	6
	What kinds of evidence or guidance do the Council use when deciding what to do about these public health issues? (probe for local and national types of evidence)

	7
	Does that differ from the kinds of evidence you use in your own work, particularly where it relates to public health? (probe for local and national types of evidence)

	8
	What do you think the strengths and limitations of local and national types of evidence are?

	9
	What do you think of as weak or strong evidence?

	10
	And where on that spectrum of weak to strong evidence does the type of evidence used in Public Health at the Council sit?

	11
	Are there systems in place for selecting the guidance or evidence used to support decision-making?

	12
	Are there systems in place to record or track the use of guidance or evidence in decision-making in Public Health?

	13
	In your experience, how does the political side of the Council’s role interact with the use of evidence or guidelines in public health work?

	14
	In your experience, when the CCG and the Council are working together on public health-related issues, how is evidence or guidance used?

	15
	Are there systems in place for monitoring how well the aims of public health strategies, plans and interventions are met?

	16
	NICE produces guidelines for people working on public health issues, including guidelines for local authorities to help them implement policies that address public health priorities. Is this NICE guidance something you personally are aware of?

	17
	If yes
	How did you come to hear of the NICE guidance?

	18
	
	Are you aware of the NICE guidance on smoking, healthy eating, physical activity, behaviour change or engaging communities? (Ask about each in turn)

	19
	
	Have you read any of the NICE guidance itself?

	20
	
	How did you access the NICE guidance?

	21
	
	Were you able to apply the NICE guidance to your work?

	22
	
	If yes
	How did you apply the guidance?

	23
	
	
	Did you look at the evidence supporting the guidance? If yes, how useful was this, and why?

	24
	
	
	What impact do you think using the NICE guidance had on that piece of work? 

	25
	
	
	How could that impact be measured?

	26
	
	
	What factors do you think helped you to apply the guidance?

	27
	
	If no
	Why was this?

	28
	
	What barriers do you think there are to applying the NICE guidance in public health?

	29
	
	Is there anything that you think could have helped you to apply the NICE guidance?

	30
	
	How relevant or useful is the NICE guidance on Public Health to you in your current role?

	31
	
	If relevant, how could NICE Public Health guidance be made more accessible and useable by you?

	32
	Are you familiar with the public health and local government briefings produced by NICE? (prompt for details if yes)

	33
	Are you familiar with the pathways NICE have developed for accessing this information? (prompt for details if yes)

	34
	NICE also develops quality standards alongside its guidance. Are you aware of NICE quality standards? If yes, Which ones have you heard about?

	35
	Now that you’ve heard the questions and the things that we’re interested in, is there anything further you’d like to add, or any other area that you think might be important that we haven’t mentioned?
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