Content of Detailed Qualitative Interviews: Poorer Groups

Given the method of group selection, we have the opportunity from across the range of interviewees to investigate in detail both the aspects of poverty/marginalisation faced by the community, and what some of the key differences within the community are (we can hypothesise that age/stage in household lifecycle, gender, and political connections will all be key factors in these differences).

General points on conduct: these interviews will be kept as informal as possible, in the style of a normal conversation. 

Notes from Prof. DN & Glyn:  

· Where was the interview held? Inside the house, in front of the house, or in the agricultural field etc.
· Was any other member present during the interview? Anybody walking
in/ out? When others are present, what questions are answered by them?
· It is alright in our interviews if other family members and friends of the family answer some questions- do make a note of their details and their relationship with the principal respondent. Ask the principal respondent the same questions and get his/her answers as well.
· Do observe and write the reflections on the general poverty of the
household as reflected in the clothes they wear, their general
appearance, do they look well fed/ famished?
· Their general housing conditions, surroundings, education of
children, water supply- write reflections on these conditions
Part-1 Livelihoods and Poverty

· Their livelihood strategies (probing based on specific occupational categories- eg. Fishermen in Jhikadda Sansad or ST agri.labour in Mandarhati village of Chinpai GP), and experience of change within these.

Bangla questions:
 Aapni ki kaaj koren (jibika nirbah koren)? Aar ki kaaj koren?

Aapni ki anno kono kaaj korar kotha ki bhabchen? 
Jodi na bhaben tobe ki aei peshai apnaar sansar chalaber pokkhe joteshto?
· Their life history in that village (history of the family, and also of the community – major changes or challenges it has faced, any response to key events – e.g. flood, or displacement)

Bangla questions:
 Apnaar jeeboner monerakhar moto koyekta ghotana bolun?
Aapnaar sonsare monerakhar moto koyekta ghotana ja bhalo legeche ba khorab legeche bolben?
Jodi kokhono eikhane bonna ba anno kono prakritik durjog hoi thake tokhun apnara ki dharoner byobostha niyechilen?
· Historical perceptions: Their experiences/perceptions on various developmental processes happened in their locality over a period of time. [if political dimensions of this are raised by the interviewee, and they are confident about this – if not, leave until later in the interview] 
(Please probe about sector wise developments in the village/GP, for eg. Infrastructure development (roads, electricity, marketing facilities etc), Service delivery (schools, health clinics, Anganwadi centres,PDS- Ration shops etc.) & Political developments  poor people’s participation in GP, GS & GUS etc.)
Bangla questions: Grame aager tulonayi ki dharoner unnoti hoyeche bole apni monekoren?
Ki ki unnoti hoeche? Aei unnoti kaara korechen?    

· Social networks: Their access to various networks (kinship based, neighbourhood based, caste based, political and social as well as occupational based networks) [Ask in particular about ideas of social exclusion – gender, caste, etc. – perhaps by talking about their own experiences (Who is coming to weddings and pujas in this community/household? Has this changed over time?)
[Ask in particular about getting help and access to government – ration, job cards, getting a child enrolled in school]

Bangla questions: Dayakore bolben padai ba gramer apnaar kaar kaar saathe jogajog aache?Taara ki aapnaar saathe eiki samprodayer? na anno kono samprodayer maanusher saathe jogajog aache? Jodi hoi tobe tara  kon samproday bhukto?

Aathyoder saathe ki dharoner bishoye ba samosyaniye aalochana koren? kono taaka paisha dhaarnivaar proyojon hole ba anno kono kichu projojan hole kaar kache jaan? 
Apnaar abhigyotaye bolun age je samajer vishamyochilo ekhono ki sheta ache?

Dhorun apni ba apnaar sansarer kevu vishomyo shikaar hoecche? Jodi hoi tobe ki dhorener baishomyo? 

Aage je somosya mohilader chilo ekhon ki sahi dharoner somosya ache? Na nuton kono somosya hoche? Apnaar abhigyotaye bolunmohilader avosthar  ki dharoner poribortan hoeche? Ba kono subidha panni erokom ghotona ki ghoteche? 
· Their interactions with the political leaders and formal (SHG) and informal resource persons 
Bangla questions:
Jodi kono somasyayi poden tobe kothai jaan ba ki koren? (ex-Taka pabarjonno, swastho sombondhit sahojjojonno, jhogada mitanorjonno etc.)  

Emon kono somosya ba projojon hoechilo, jarjonno kono netaar kache jetehoechilo? (Jodi jaan) tobe ki dharoner subidha peyechen? (jodi na jaan) keno jaan ni?

Emon kono somosya ba projojon hoechilo, jarjonno kono Sonirbhar dolje toyari koren, taar kache jetehoechilo? (Jodi jaan) tobe ki dharoner subidha peyechen? (jodi na jaan) keno jaan ni?

Emon kono somosya ba projojon hoechilo, jarjonno gramer kono bishishto byektir kache jetehoechilo? (Jodi jaan) tobe ki dharoner subidha peyechen? (jodi na jaan) keno jaan ni?

Jodi somosya na mite tobe kaar kache jaan ba ki koren?
Part-2 Poverty Alleviation Programmes - Knowledge and Participation of NREGA and SHG:

Bangla questions: Akhanteke Panchayate onek prokolpo cholche. Apni ba apnaar poribarer kevu kono prokolpe angshogrohan korechen?

Jodi koren, kon kon prokolpe angshogrohan korechen?
· NREGA: Have they heard about the programme and from whom? (For beneficiaries) How did they get access to the scheme? What are the changes or developments they experience vis-a vis their participation in NREGA? (Non beneficiaries) Did they try to access the scheme? If not, why not?

Common questions: 

Eik sho dener je kaaj hoi sheta ki apni janen? Jodi janen kaar kache sunechen?

Apnar poribare job card ache?

Job Card holders- Bangla questions: 
Ki bhabe job carderjonno dorkhasto korechilen? 

Ki bhabe job card payechen bolben?

Dorkaastho kaar kache diechilen? Job card ke diechilo? 
Job card kotodin badei peyechen?job card paavar por aajporjonto apnar poribar kothodin kaaj peyechen?
Eik sho diner kaj je shuroo hobe ki bhabe aei khobar paan?

Ki bhabe eik sho diner kaaj pan?
Kono dorkhasto kora dorkaar hoi ki na?

Protidin kothotaka majoori paan?or Maine kotho?
Kaaj korar kotodin por taka paan? 
Majoori kotha thake paan? ke dey?

Bank ba post office e apnar account ache?
Taka pete ki kono asuvidha hoi? Taka pete kaara sahojjo kore?  
Ei kajer taka diye ki koren? Aei taka diye apni aajporjonto ki ki kaaj korechen? Ete ki apnar kono unnoti hoyeche?

Jodi kaaj na paan, tobe apni ki koren? Aei khettre ki kora uchit-  apnar ki monehoi? 
No job card- Bangla questions:

Job card pavaarjonno ki kono chesta korecchen? 
Jodi chesta koren tobe keno pan ni?

Job card pava apnar kothota joruri? Kothota projojan?
Aei khettre ki kora uchit-  apnar ki monehoi?
· Participation in SHG (SGSY/Non-SGSY): Have they heard about the programme and from whom? (For beneficiaries) What are the significant changes in their life style and social security status after participating in SHG? (Non beneficiaries) Did they try to access the scheme? If not, why not?
Bangla questions: Same as the above mentioned questions. Adapt them to suit this context.
· Benefits received by them from GP (agri. Mini kits, Old age pension, widow pension, disabled pension etc.): how these were secured by them, what impact have these benefits had on their standard of living? (Non beneficiaries) Did they try to access the scheme? If not, why not? 

Bangla questions: Same as the above mentioned questions. Adapt them to suit this context.
Part 3 - Poor people’s engagement with the GP, political parties and informal social institutions:

· Their participation in and perceptions on Gram Sabha (may be of lesser importance compared to Gram Sansad in West Bengal)

· Their participation in and perceptions on Gram Sansad: how are they placing their views, is it of any interest to them, and if so why…

Bangla questions:
Apni Gram sangshad samporke kichu sunechen?

Apni ki GS meetinge kokhono giyechen?
Jodi giye thaken tahole sekhane ki dharoner alochana hoi?

GSde gramer unnoyoner byaopare kono alochana hoi?(health, education, infrastructure development,  Eik sho diner kaaj, preparation of beneficiary lists for various poverty alleviation progrmmes, agri. + irrigation related issues and planning, mohilarjonno & bachader etc)

GSde apnar samosya niye ki kokhono alochana korechen?

Jodi ha, ki byopare alochana korechen?

Jodi na, keno?
Jodi na, anno kevu apnar samosya niye kotha boleche?   

Apni ki kokhono kotha bolechen?
Jodi bole thaken, kono jabaab ba sahajjo  peyechen?Ki ki rokom sahojjo?Apnar samasyar kono samodhan hoyeche? Jodi samadhan na hoi tahale ki korechen?
GSde meetinge aage kemon uposthiti chilo ebong ekhun kemon ache? Jodi kono poribarthan hoi tahole eir pechone karon ki? Apnar ki monehoi?
GS shotti shotti ki kono kaaj korche? Jodi na, keno korchena? Apnar mothamoth ki?    

Jodi ha, ki ki dharoner kaaj hoi? Ke korche?
· Their participation in Gram Unnayan Samiti (VDC) formation, and their perceptions on its functioning  

Bangla questions: Same as the above mentioned questions. Adapt them to suit this context.
· Their interactions with the elected Sansad members, Pradhan and other GP functionaries

Bangla questions:
Apnar kono asuvidha kingbaproyojan hole Sansad member ra apnaar kaache aasen? Na apni taader kaache jaan?Jodi ha, ki dorkaare giyechilen ba taara aasechilo? Jodi na, tahole keno jaani ba taara aasenni? 

Panchayat sadasyo ba prodahner saathe dekha korte hole sorasori jaan?Na ki anno kaaro kaache jaan?

Apni prodhaner saathe dekha korte hole amon kau ke niye jaan, jaake niyegale apnaar kaaj hobe? Jodi ha, tobe ka ke niye jaan?

Apnar konorokom dorkare apni kaaro sifarish niyegechilen?Jodi ha, tobe kaar sifarish?ki ki kaajerjonno?

· Participation in political party: How they enrolled into the party and what benefits they received/anticipate to receive on account of the membership.

Bangla questions:

Apni  raajonaithik doler samortho? Ba kormi? Ba neta?

Ki bhave raajonaithik doler sadosyo holen? Raajonaithik doler sadosyo hoye ki apnar kono suvidhe hoyeche?

Ki ki rokom suvidha hoyeche? Suvidha pete ki kokhono chestha korechen? Jodi suvidha peye thaken tahole apnake aei byopare kevu sahojjo korechen?
Jodi suvidha na hoi tobe ki karone raajonaithik doler sadosyo hoyechen?
Raajonaithik doler sadosyo hovaar por apnar ilakai ba apnar grame apnar sonman agetheke bedechhe? 

Raajonaithik doler sadosyo hoye apni ki kauke sahojjo korechen? Ki ki sahojjo korechen?
· Participation in fishermen clubs/ Krishak sabhas/ potter’s union etc. and local community based and religious activities and how these result in enhancing their relationship within their own networks.

Bangla questions:
Tapashil jaati ba upo-jaati bole ki dole vaishomyer shikaar hoyechen?
Apni ki mathsyo jeebider songhotan/ krishak Sabha/kumor songhotan/ dharmik songhotan  fishermen clubs/ Krishak sabhas/ potter’s union/ religious and community based organisation kono kichur sodosyo?
Krishak sabhay ki dharoner kaaj koren? Apnar ki KS sadosyo hoye kono suvidha hoyeche? Jodi sodosyo na hon, tobe keno honni?
Ei sanghotangulir kaarjokaarita somporke apnar motamot bolben?
If possible, if interviews are going well, ask towards end of each section how they think things could/should be different – e.g.:

· Do they think their livelihoods are likely to improve in future, what could they do to improve their position?

Bangla questions:
Bhovishyote ki apnader jeebikaar kono unnoti hobe? Apnara ki bhaben? Ei khetre Apnara ki chestha kortechaan? Ekhono porjonto apni ki konorokom chestha korechen?
· Do they think that these schemes are meeting their needs- does government need to be doing something different?

Bangla questions:
Ponchayete je bibhinno dharoner prokolpogulo cholche segulo ki apnader projojongulo metachhe? Eai khetre sorkarer ki anno kichu kora uchit? Apni ki bhaben? 

· How could the official opportunities for participation – in GS, GUS, etc. be improved? How do they see relationships with political parties changing – is there anything that poor people can do themselves to improve things.

Bangla questions: 
GS o GUS er modhhome apnar elakar kono unnoti korte hoi tahole ki bhabe kora uchit? Ebong eder kormo poddhoti ki rokom howa uchit?
Apni nije ki apnar elakar unnotirjonno kono kichu korte chaan?

Eai khetre ki kono baadha peyechen?

Eai elakar unnotirjonno ki ki proyojon aache? Ekhetre sorkarer ki kora uchit?

Raajonaitik doler gurutto apnader jeebone aage kemon chilo- ebong ekhon kemon ache? Eai khetre apni ki kono kichu korte chaan? 
